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PREFACE. 



Ma is KIND in considering^ liie^ necessity cf rcslrnining 
those evil pruponsities wUicb aftect tlie life, property ami 
character of their fellow men coramonly appeal to three 
standards. 1st. The will of the Deity, as revealed to them iu 
their scriptures, or interpreted to tliom by the expounders 
of their religion. 2d. The moral feelings of the circles of 
society in wliich tliey move, Slrd, The Penal laws in force 
arid the. characler of their adniiiiisiraiion, 

1st. The Thug asrsociationsSvhicli wo are n^>\v engaged 
have been taught by ihoso whowi Ihoy revere 
the expoundcr.s of the will of their Deity, iliat the murders 
^they perpetrate are pleasing io her, provivled tliey are 
perpetrated under certain rv^fetrictions, attended hy eerlaiu 
ohservances, and precedcjl and followed by certain rites, 
sacrifices and ojTcring.s, The Deity who, according to their 
belief, guides and protects them is ever luaniiesting licr will 
by signs ; and as long as they undcr.stand and thserve these 
signs they all consider themselves a.s acting ihi confurinity 
to her will ; and consequently, fullilling her wishes and 
designs. On all occasions and in all situations they believe 
these signs to be available if sought after in a pure spirit of 
faith, and with the prescribed observances; and as long as 
they are satisfied that they are truly interpreted and faith- 
fully obeyed they never feel any dread of punishment either 
in this world or the next. 

2d. The second standard to which men appeal U com- 
monly more powerful in well regulated societies than the 
firsi, in checking the indulgence of their vicious propensities. 
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Whore men are taught by a pure system of religion, that 
every act which robs their feilow men of life, of property, or 
of character, is a criino punishable in the next world, they 
are apt to believe that a deathbed repentance will appease 
a justly oflhnded Cod, and secnre tlieir pardon ; and in that 
state of body and mind in which men are most tempted to 
those crimes, they arc all too apt to believe that death is yet 
far distant. But in such well regulated societies the odium 
of the circles in whicli men move for crimes which shock 
their moral feelings is a punishment sure and immediate, 
and consequently more dreaded. The circles of society in 
which these assassins by profession live and move are conci- 
liated by their lavish expenditure of the booty they acquire 
oil their annual expeditions, and by that amiablo deportment 
whicli they find necessary to enable them to win the confi- 
dence of their victims while abroad, and which they continue 
to preserve at home, where they are commonly the most 
scrupulous ill liie discharge of tlieir duties in all relations iof 
life — the most liberal promoters of all social enjoyment, av’^ 
the most rigid observers of every thing relating to cast and 
religion. In such circles, the dreadful trade of murder hy 
which they earn their incomes, even when known or suspected, 
as it commonly is, hardly ever makes them odious; for the 
want of sympathy between men of dift'erent casts, or different 
places of abode is, unhappily, the grand cliaracteristic of 
Indian society; and as long as these assassins forbear to 
murder in and about the places where they reside, and cou- 
ciliaio or keep in ignorance the local police authorities, they 
are sure of being cherished as among the dearest members of 
society. At least the most dangerous members of tho 
associations are so, for the qualities which give them infiu- 
enco over their associates are precisely those which must 
endear them to the circles in which they move ; and the 
greatest leaders are always those to whoso arrest and convic- 
tion such circles of society oppose the greatest obstacles,. 
In some cases the village commaniUes anioag whom they 
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Ihe aDcI the local authorities iu native states liavo a notion 
that they are under some .supernatural ioHuonce, and dread 
the consequences of being made in any way iustrumf^mtai to 
their punishment. Such people oppose their arrest and 
ooiiT iction as they would oppose the killing of a snake or a 
wolf; and in nio.st parts of India a village community would 
lament the killing of a wolf within their boundary by one of 
the community as a great calamity thougl^ be .siiould have 
destroyed a child a week among them. They consider the 
woli as ail instrument in the hand of God, and dread the 
Gonscqueiico of any violence to it. From the same feeling 
many village communities believe it to be impious to pre- 
.scribc mc<licinc for the Cholera Morbus when it rages among 
them, considering it as a means used by Davey for the 
(ic.stni(;tion of a certain portion of the human race, and 
consequently to be averted only by prayers and sacnficrs. Iu 
appealing, therefore, to two out of the three great standards, 
the will .oi' Jheir God, and the moral feelings of their own 
ftjlrcles of society, the Thug fraternity feels no necessity 
whatever to cease from murder ; and the tradition or legend 
that the llcity at some remote period saved them the trouble 
of burying the bodies of their vicltms hy awallouyin^ them 
herself, is, perhap.s, typical of a time when no human laws 
were in force for the protection of travellers against their 
depredations. 'I'hore are many parts of India still iu which 
they are accustomed to leave the bodies of their violims 
nnbaried having no fear of enquiry or pursuit from the local 
Governments. 

3rd. From Penal laws and their administration they 
have rarely had any thing to fear in the Districts where they 
resided ; and with their ordinary precautions seldom any 
from those in which their crimes were perpetrated. It was 
their rule never to rob before they had murdered the per.soa 
to be robbed ; never to suffer one of a party to esca))e except 
an infant for adoption, and to destroy all properly that might 
by iu recognition lead to their detection, or convert it into 
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money at a distance froin lionie. With these precautions 
they had nothing lo fear but their own disclosures ; aud to 
prevent these they adopted the most solemn oaths that their 
superstition adinitted to hind each other to secrecy. In 
appealing therefore to the third great standard, they had 
little to restrain them from the prosecution of theii dreadful 
trade from the fear of the criminal laws any where in force, 
f^ince the quunlily and quality of the evidence required by 
such laws for the conviction of men charged with crimes of 
such magnitude, could rarely bo found. 

I’ reed, as it were, from all those religious, moral, and 
municipal restraints which deter men from crimes in other 
Countries, they were invited lo them by circumstances 
peculiar in great measure to their own. The practice all 
over .India of sending romiitunces in the precious inetuis and 
jewels W'hencver the rate of exchange makes it in the smallest 
degree proii table to do so by men on foot and in disguise 
without any guard or arms lo defend thomsedv^s, tjie neces- 
sity of drawing recruils for onr armies from disUnt provincc>^ 
and of granting a certain portion leave to revisit tlicir homes 
every year during tlie liot season, when they set out every 
morning before daylight in order to avoid llie heat of the 
svin during the day. 'Jlie mode of travelling on foot or ou 
small ponies almost universal among Ihosc who have occasion 
to make long journeys of whatever rank or condition ; their 
mode of providing and dressing their own food under the 
shade of trees by the way side without that communication 
with the peoj)le of the towns through which they pass, w'hich 
could enable their friends to trace them when they disappear ; 
the long tracts of grass and wood jungle through which all 
the roads pass; the little appearance of road that is any 
where to be found, and the consequent facility with which 
they are led aside by bye-patbs into places 

chosen for murder — the number of such places in wood and 
grass jungles, rivers, ravines, and water-courses by w'hich 
every road is intersected or bordered— the unreserved manner 
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ID which Iravellors of the same cusl mix au<1 communicate, 
aniJ tlicfaoiJily with wliicli men can feign diiloront casts — the 
right of search every whore asaiiincil by custom house ofiicers, 
which obliges travellers to display the nature ami value of 
the property lljcy carry- the paucity of eoiiimercial inter- 
course between towns along any of th<5 great linCwS of road 
leading from and to the gicut seals of our f ;ivil and iVIiiitary 
rstahlishmcnts, in a country wliern every village produces 
what its populaiion demands, and consumes almost all that 
it produces save ifs raw agricultural produce -the slow rate 
of the transit where nil produce is earrieiJ upmi bullocks, 
and, iuvnse(|uenliy, the little chuuce the assassin has of being 
overtaken and interrupted in his operations— all these and 
many other ci re luu stances peculiar to the eouulry favored 
the grow th of this system, and caused it to spread from one 
end of India to the other. 


AVe IL SLIiEMAN. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


I iiAVK, 1 bdievc, entoi’c*! in this V'ofnimiafy 
t'V'ory tiling to wliifti Thugs in any part of 
India have thought it necessary to assign a 
ptxniliiir term ; and every pc'culiar U) the ir 
assoeialions with whiclj I Jiave yot 
:Ky|M.au>fed. 1 am salislictl tliat there is no term, 
\‘iO riU\ IK) ccreiuony, no o})nnon, no oincji or 
that lliey Jiavn inieutioiinily coucctjied 
iVon) nu: ; ami if any have^ accridonlly oinil- 
ted after tin* nninorous nanutives that 1 liavc 
had to reeord, and cases to investigate, they can 
he but comparatively very few and unimportant. 

2, TJieir pcenliar dialect the Tluigs call IJa- 
masec ; and C'very word entered in tliis Vocabu- 
lary is Rainasee in the sense a.ssigiie<l to it; 
while but few of tliein are to be found at all in 
any language witli 1 am inquaintid. 

Their vtirbs liave all Hindoostanee terminations, 
and auxiliaries, such as Knrua to main*, Lena 
to take, Dona to give, Jana to go, Lana to bring, 
Dalna to throw. 
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3. DilVcrcnt terms have often been invented 
for the same tiling hy difterent gangs, situated 
at a grt'at distance from each other. Many ot 
the members of the seven original clans who 
einigi’atcd into remote parts of Imlia, after their 
flight from Delhi, had, perhaps, forgotten many 
of' the terms in use among them bfJ'ore tliey had 
the means of forming now gangs ont of tlie rude 
materials around tliem in their new abodes, or 
before their otvii children became old euougli to 
obviate tbe necessity of raising new recruits 
from amoinr their lieigbbours. and Ix en obliged 
to adopt new om-s. As the new gangs became 
too large* to be,* satisfioe.l w itli occasional murders 
ujion tli(« roads in tbeiv iieigbbomhooei, tlsey 
oetemled tlieir expeditions into remote parts, 
and bail frequent occasions of meeting and act- 
ing in conjunction with each other; when it he- 
rame necessary tliat all shmihl become so fami- 
lifii’ly acquainted with the dilferi'iit terms used 
by diffcri'nt gangs to denolf; the same thing, as 
to lie able to use them indifferently and at the 
moment Mdien occasion required. 

4. It is not perliaps above fifty or sixty years 
that the gangs of Hindoostan have been in the 
liabit of frequently extending their depredation.s 
into the districts South of the Nurbuddaq and 
••to these depredations they were invited chiefly 
by the Pindaree system, which rendered the 
roads leading from these districts across the 



NiU'budda to the (Jaiigetio provinces, urnl to 
Ilimloostan geriei*jilly, very insecure; and caiis- 
rid tlic \vt;a!tl) to flow hy those of Surgooja and 
Suiubulpore ; and by the mnittancos made in 
jewels and spr-cic from Bora])ay and Surat, to 
Indore and Hajpoolana after tlu' suppression of 
thal system under tbeManpiis of Ilastiugs, and 
the iutroduelioii of the oi)iuei monopoly into 
iMalwa ; whicli (treated o)i extraordinary' demand 
for Ulomty to bo advanced to Ih*:' c.nlti valors of 
that artiele. 

There are in almost all parts of India 
money-carriens by' j)rofessi<>n, who, though in 
tUyvwf.wry lowest classes of soeioty in point of 
circumstances, are eutrnsted by merchants with 
the oonvc.'yancc to distant jtarls of enormous 
sums in gold and jewels; mid sent without a 
guard, and often without arms to defend them- 
selves, Their fidelity', sagacity, and beggarly 
appearance are relied ujion as a sutricU^nt securi- 
ty: and though 1 have had to investigaU; the 
cases of 1 may say hundreds, who have been 
nmrderc'd in the discharge of tlieir duty, I have 
never y et heard of one who betrayed his trust, 
it was gcTUTally by tlu.'se nnat, that the mer- 
chants of Bombay' and Surat sent tlu'ir remit- 
tances in gold and jewels through Kandeiah 
and Mai wa to Indore and Ksijpoolana; and from 
the voar 15V24, to the commeimement of our 
operations in 183(t, the sums taken from them 
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gangs of Thugs from Ilijidoostan, or Coun- 
tries jVortli of llie JN urhiulda wore immense. 
Of the following sums, wo linve authentic 
records. 


1820, at Choupara on the Taptec' — nnu’- lls. 

dev of 14 persons at one. time, and 
plunder of 2r),(M)() 


1827, iMalngow in Kaudeif'lj — murder of 

7 persons at one time, and plunder of 22,tM)<) 

1828, Dhorecote in Kandcish — ranrder 
of 3 persons at one time, and plnnder 


of I2.t>00 

1828, liiirwaliaghal on the Nurlnuhli! 

■iinirder of ft persons at o;sc time, and <. 
plnnder of 40,000 

1829, Dhoree in Kandeish -nninha' of 
0 pt'Tsons at one time, and piuiide.r 

of 82,000 

1830, Jhiroda — nninh'r of 2o persons, 

and plunder of 10,000 


In the Choujmra alTair, I'jO Thugs were engag- 
ed, and of these there are only 33 at. largo. In 
the Burwahaghat atfuir, 123 were engaged, 
and of these ordy 12 are now at large. In the 
!Dhoree affair, 13<) were t'ogaged, and of these 
only 30 are now at large. In the Dhorecote nftair, 
123 were engaged, and of these 23 ordy arc at 
large. In the Dholeea and Malagow atfair, 350 
were rnther present or within a stage or two of 
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ihe pFncc and shared in booty", and of tUcse 
only 3t} ai'e now at large.* 

tb Tliere arc Thugs at. Johulporo from all 
quarters of India: from Lodliecaiia to the Car- 
iiatick, and from the Indus to the (laiiges. Sonse 
of iluan have been in tlie habit of holding, wluit 
1 may fairly call unreserved cominuuicaliou 
with liluropeau gentlemen for more than twelve 
years ; and yol there is not among them one 
who doubts the divine origin of the system oj' 
Yhus'ii'ec — not one w'ho doubts, that lie and all 
who havt) followed the trade of murder wilh the 
prescribed rite.s and oltscrv»m;es, were acting 
under the imniediato onlers and aiispiees of the 
Uoddess Devee, Durga, Kalct; or Bhawanec', 
as she is indiflerently called, and consequently 
there is not one who feels the slightest remorse 
for the murders which he may, in the c-ourse of 
his vocation, Itavo perpetratctl or assisted in 
perpetrating, A Thug considers the persons 
innrdercd precisely in tin- iiglit of victims oiler- 
ed up to the Goddess; and he remen diers them, 
UvS a Priest of Jupiter rememhertxl the oxen, 
and a Priest of Saturn the children sacriliced 


* Total ItlCi, but in reality there are only ot' the Thugs, 
engaged in these aiFairs now at largc^ as many were engaged 
in more than one of them. The total number engaged 
would appear to foe S)00, fout in reality tlierc were only be- 
tween 500 and GOO for the same reason. 
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upon iheir altars. He meditates his murders 
without any misgivings, he perpetrates tliem 
without any emotions of pity, and he remem- 
bers them without any feelings of remorse. They 
trouble not his dreams, nor does their recollec- 
tion ever cause him iiMpiictude in darkness, in 
solitude, or in the liour of death. 

7 . I must at the same time state that 1. have 
very rarely discovered any instance of wliat 
may, perhaps, be tt'iined imnion cntcfii/ ; that is 
pain intlieted beyond what was necessary to de- 
prive the [Jcrsou of life — pain either to the mind 
or body. The murder rtf w'omen is a violation 
of their rides to which tlujy attribute much of 
our succt^ss against the system, l) 0 (?aus<.' it is 
considered to haAn^ given offence to their patro- 
ness ; but no Thug was ever known to ofler in- 
sult either in act or in speech to the Avomau 
they were to murder. No gang w^ould ever dare 
to murder a w'oman ivith whom one of its mem- 
bers should be suspected c)f liuving Iiad criminal 
intCTCouTse. In Bengal, Behar and Orrissa, and 
in the countries cast of the Jumna and Clangcs, 
they have not 1 believe yet ventured to violate 
this rule against the murder of females ; and in 
the countries south of the Nurhudila river they 
have rarely violated it, I am told, except in tlie 
case of old women whom they t-ould not con- 
veniently separate from parties of travellers, or 
W'hoin they supposed to be veiy wealthy. The 
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gangs who inhabited the countries between the 
rivers Indus, Jumfta, anrNiirbudda, are the only 
■ ones that have yet Vertarf**! to murder women 
indiscriminately ; ai>t the belief that they owe 
their downfall in gT;at measure to their haying 
done so, will eflcctually prevent the practice 
from extending V other countries. The Thugs 
wlio resided IxiVvcen tJic Ganges and Jumna 
did not however much scruple to participate in 
the murder oi' females while associated with the 
gangs of Pnndeltaind and Gw alior in their ex- 
peditions to the w'est of the Jumna and south of 
the Nurhudda. 

^„8.. , 1 have never found a Thug hy^ birth, or 
one wln^ had been fully initiatt-'d in its mysteries, 
who doubted the iuspiratiou of the pick-axe, when 
consecrated iu due form, — not one who doubted 
that the omens described in this work w'ere all- 
suflicient to gwidc them to their j)rey, or to 
warn them from their danger; or that they 
were the signs ordained by the Goddess express- 
ly for these purposes, — not one w ho doubted, that 
if these omens had been attended to, and the 
prestTibed rules ohserveii, the system of Thug- 
gee must have flourished under the auspices of 
its divine patroness in spite of all our eflorts for 
its suppression. 

.. 0. There is every reason to believe that the 
systetn of Tliuggec, orPhanseegeeree, originated 

ft 
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with some parties oiNyagrant Mahommuduns, 
who infested the roads '^out the ancient capital 
of India. Herodotus, in Polynmia, mentions, 

as a part of tlie army withyhich Xerxes invad- 
ed Greece, a body of hol*!^ from among tire 
Sagartli, a pastoral people \f Persian descent, 
and who spoke the Persian language. Their 
only offensive Aveapons were dagger, aucC a 
cord made of twisted leather with a noose at one 
end. With this cord they cn.angled their 
enemies or their horses, and when tl»ey got them 
down they easily put them to death. Thievenot, 
in the passage quoted by Doctor Sherwood from 
his Travels, part 3d, page 41, states — “ Though 
“ the road I have beon speaking of from Delhi 
“ to Agra be tolerable, yet hath it many iiicon- 
“ venienccs. One may meet Avith tygers, pan- 
“ thers, and lyons upon it ; and one had best 
“ also have a care of robbers, and aboAre all 
“ things not to suffer any body to come near one 
“ upon the road. The cunniugest robbers in 
** the Avorld are in that country. They use a 
“ certain rope Avith a running noose, Avhich they 
“ can cast with so much sleight about a man’s 
“ neck Mdien they are within reach of him, that 
“ they never fail, so that they strangle him in a 
“ trice, &c. &c. But, besides that there are mesn 
in tliose quarters so skilful in casting the snare 
“ that they Succeed as Avell at a distance as near 
“ at hand, and if an ox or any other beast 
“ belonging to a caravan run away, as some’ 
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“ times it happens, they fail not to catch it hy 
“ the neck.”* 

10. Now, though there is a vast interval of 
time between the Persian invasion of Greece 
and the travels of Thievenot, and of space be- 
tween the seat of Sagartii and that of the ancient 
capital of India, I am still inclined to think that 
the vagrant bands who, in the sixteentli century 
infested the roads, as above described, between 
Delhi and Agra, came from some wild tribe and 
country of the kind ; aiid I feel myself no doubt, 
that from these vagrant hands are- descended 
the seven clans of Mahommuduu TJiugs, Bbys, 
Bnrsotc, Kachuncc, Huttar, Ganoo, and Tun- 
debt who, by the common consent of all Thugs 
throughout India, whether Hindoos or Mahoin- 
inuduns, are admitted to be the most ancient, 
and the great original trunk upon which all the 
others have at ditferent times ami iji different 
places been grafted. Bands of these vagrants, 
under various denominations, are to be found in 
all parts of India, but are most numerous, I 
believe, to the north and west. They ail retain 

• Thierenot was born 1621— he died 1692, and his Travels 
were pahlished 1687. 

t Some include also the Kathur clan who are also called 
Ghugaros, but by most they are considered to bo merely a 
sect from one of the original clans. 
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in some degree their pristine habits and usages ; 
and taking their families M'ith them, they allow 
their women to assist in the murders which they 
pei*petrate in their encampments; but they have 
always some other ostensible emploj’^ment, and 
as the other Thugs, who live among and cannot 
be distinguished from other men, say, “ they 
“ live in tlic desert and work in the desert, and 
“ their deeds are not known !” 

11. But w’luitever mav have been the origin 
of the system, it is sufficiently manifest that 
their faith in its divine origin is of Indian 
growtli, and has been gmdually produced by 
the habit of .sy'^stcmatically confounding coinci- 
dences of circumstances and events with cause 
and effect. This is a Aveakness in some degree 
inherent in human nature, and common, there- 
fore, in some degree to all states and cla,s3es of 
society. The man who seriously believes that 
he is habitually blessed wdth good or cursed with 
bad luck at cards or dice, the mother who 
believes that her child sickens because her 
friends venture to praise its freshness or its 
appetite have it in common with the poor 
Bhoomka of the wild tracts of India, who be- 
lieves that he can charm the tyger from liis 
village, the Garpuguree who believes that he 
can divert the hail storm from the Com fields of 
its cultivators, and the Thug, who believes that 
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he can inspire his pick-axe.* But India is 
emphatically the land of superstition and in tliis 
land the system of Thuggee, the most extraor- 
dinary tljat has over been recorded in the his- 
tory of the human race, iiad found a congenial 
soil, and ilourished with rank luxuriance for 
more than two centuries, till its roots had pene- 
trated ami spread over almost ('.very district 
Avithiii the limits of our dominions, when the 
present plan of operations for its suppression 
Avas adopted in IBtJO by the then Governor 
General Lord William Bentinck. 

12. Lor many years up to 1020 these assas- 
sins traversed every great and mmdi frejpiented 
road from the Himalah Mountains to the Nev- 
budda river, and from the Ganges to the Indus, 
without the fear of punishment from divine or 
human laws. There is not now, I believe, within 

* In many parts of Bcrar and Muhva every village has 
its Khoomka, whose office it is to chariti the tygers ; and its 
Garpiigurce, whose duly it is to keep oft' the hail storms. 
They are part of the village servants, and paid by the village 
coiiimuntty. After a severe hail storm that took place in 
the district of Kursingpore, of wliicli 1 had the civil charge 
ill 1823, the office of Garpugurce w'as restored to several 
villages in which it had ceased for several generations. 
They are all Brahmans, and take advantage of sueli cala- 
mities to impress the people with an opinion of their useful- 
ness. The Bltoomkas are all Gonds, or people of the woods, 
who worship their own Lares and Penates. 
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tliat space a single road except in the western 
parts of Kajpootana and Giizerat, that is not free 
from their depredations ; and whatever may be 
ultimately the opinion of thinking men regard- 
ing the general character and results of Lord 
William Bentinck’s administration, I hope all 
will unite in applauding the boldness which could 
adopt, and the firmness which <iould so steadily 
pursue tliis great measure for relieving the 
native society of India from an evil which 
pressed on them so heavily, and on them alone ; 
for these assassins had rarely if ever attacked 
Europeans. It wsxs not against, their tenets to 
do so, but they knew that Europeans seldom 
travelled with much, money or other vaHuable 
property about their persons, and that tbeir 
disappearance would cause much more enquiry, 
and consequently more danger to their associa- 
tions than that of native travellers. 

13. So early as April 1810 the Commander in 
Chief of the Army thought it necessary to 
issue an order, cautioning the native troops 
against this dreadful evil to M'hich so many 
brave Soldiers of every Regiment in the service 
were annually falling victims ; but all attacks 
upon the evil itself continued to be, as here- 
tofore, insulated and acf’idental. They were 
planned and executed by individual Magistrates, 
who becoming by accident acquainted with the 
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existence of the evil within their jurisdictions 
applied their abilities and their energies for a 
time to its suppression ; but their di<lci*ent 
efforts being unconnected either in time or in 
pl9,ce, and often discouraged and repressed i>y 
the incredulity of controling powers, w(n*e found 
idtimately almost every where alike unavailing.’*^ 


* GENERAL ORDERS BY MAJOR GENERAL 
ST. LRGER, COMMANDING THE FORCES. 

Head Qvarters, Cawnporc, the April, 1<U(). 

“ 1 1 liaving comtJ to tlio koowictlgc of (foverniuont that 
several Sepoys proceeding to visit their families on leave 
of absence from their Corps have been robbed anti murder- 
** ed by a description of persons denominated Tkuija, who 
infested the districts of the Dooab and other parts of the 
Upper Provinces, and the insidious means by which they 
** prosecute their plans of robbery and assassination having 
“ been ascertained, the Commander of the Uorces thirik.s it 
“ proper to give them pul)licity in Cencral Orders to tlio 
** end that Commanding Oflicers of Native Corps may put 
“ their men on their guard accordingly.’' 

“It has been slated, that these murderers, when they 
“ obtain information of a Traveller who is suppo.sed to liavo 
“ money about his person, contrive to fall in with him on 
“ the road or in the Sarais ; and under pretence of procoed- 
“ ing to the same place, keep him company, and by indirect 
“ questions get an insight into his affairs, after which they 
“ watch for an opportunity to destroy him. This they some- 
times create by persuading the Traveller to quit the Sarais 
“ a little after midnight, pretending it is near day-break, or 
** by detaching him from his companions lead him under 
[[ various pretences to some solitary spot/’ 
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14 . Tliut truly great and good man the 
Marquis of Hastings, to whom India is perliaps 

It appears that in the destruction of their victim they 
first use some deleterious sabstance, commonly the seeds of 
a plant called Duttora, which they contrive to adniioister 
“ in tobacco, pawn, the hookah, food or drink of the Travel- 
“ ler. As soon as the poison begins to take clfect, by 
“ inducing a stupor or languor, they strangle him to prevent 
" bis crjdng out, when, after stripping anil plundering him, 
“ iJie deed is com|)lel* 3 <l by a slab in tlic belly on the brink, 
of a well into which they plunge the l>ody so instanfane* 
ously that no blood can stain the gi ound or clothes of the 
“ assassin.'’ 

A.S the Chmipany’s Sepoys who proceed on leave of 
absence generally carry aliout tlioni the savings from their 
** pay ill specie, and travel unarmed, they are eagerly sought 
“ out by tbese robbers as the particular objects of their de- 
“ predation. With a view therefore to guard against such 
** atrocious deeds, the Couimaudiiig Olliccrs of IVative Corps 
will caution their men wlien proceeding on leave of 
absence.'’ 

1st. I'o be strictly on tbeir guard against all persons 
** (particularly those unarmed) w'hoin they fall in with on the 
“ road who evince a solicitude to keep them company on 
pretence that they arc going the same way and arc imyiisi- 
“ live about their allairs.” 

2d. .Not to quit the Sarais at a very early hour in Uio 
morning before the rest of the Travellers.’* 

3d. “ Not to receive pawn, tobacco, sweetmeat, A'C, 

from such persons, or smoke their hookahs, particularly if 
^' offered to them in solitary spots on the road ; and lastly to 
** avail themselves of the protection of sowars (horsemen) 
wiien opportunity offers, or travel as hiucU as possible 
with large bodies of people. This last object might bo 
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move indebted than to any other individual 
Avhose character and station have had any 
influence upon its destinies, has tlie following 
passage in bis short siinnnary of his own ndini- 
uistration of the Government of India ; and yet, 
strange to say, of the operations of tliat force 
the Gwalior Contingent, which this Nobleman 
supposed to have b(X‘U so etrcctnally einydoyed 
in the suppression of this system, there is now 
to be found neither I'ccollectiou nor record cither 
among the Olhcers \vhf> coininanded it, or the 
ptiople against whom it was employed. “ Scin- 
“ (Hah hud evaded producing this contingent 
“ until after the destruction of the Pindaries. 
“ Ti» compcMisate for sucli a delay, which I 
ailV'cted to consider as accidental, I pressed 

attained in a great degree if the men were persuaded, on 
“ occasions of ptjrimlieal leave of absence, to keep together 
on the road, as h»ng as the several destinations of such 
Native Chnniiiissioncd or Non-Commissioned Dflieers as 
“ may he proceeding the same way will admit.” 

** It lias also been intimated to the Major Coneral Coni- 
inandingthe Forces, thattlie Residents at Delhi and Luck- 
now, and the Collectors of Revenue will be authorisced, on 
ihe application of Coiiiniandiog OHicers of Pay Masters, 
to grant bills payable at sight and at the usual exchange, 
** on any other treasury for sums which may he paid info 
“ their own Treasuries on accoiiut of 8epoys wishing to 
reinit money from one part of the country to another ; 
** a mode which iu conformity to the views of Government 
is particularly to bo encouraged and attended to by OlD- 
“ Cera Commanding Corps and Uetachiueuts/' 

C 
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“ tJjat tlic corps sliould he employed in extin- 
“ guishing ccrUiin inischcevons associations in 
“ Scindiah’s territo»’ies. Tlie description ap- 
“ jilied uol. oidy to sonic hands of avowed rob- 
“ bers, but to a particular class donoininated, 
“ Tluigs. This nefarious fraternity, amounting, 
“ by the first information, to above a thousand 
“ imlividuals, was si'attered through different 
“ villages often remote from eai'h otlier ; yet 
“ thej' pursued with a species of concert, their 
“ avocation. This was the. making excursions 
“ to distant distric^ts, where;, under the appear- 
“ anee of journeying along the high roads, they 
“ endeavoured to associate themselves with 
“ travellers, by eitJier obtaining leave to accom- 
“ pauy tlwau as if for protection, or, when that 
“ permission was refused, keeping near them on 
“ the saint' pretext. Their business was tt> seek 
“ an opi>ortiinity of murdoriug the travellers 
“ when asleep or off their guard. Jn this, three 
“ or four could comhiue without having given 
“ suspicion <if their connection. Though por- 
“ sonally xuuu'quainted, they had signs and 
“ tokens hy which <'ach rccogni/.ed the other as 
“of the brotherhood; and their object being 
“ understood, without tliti neces.sity of verbal 
“ communication, they shunned all sjiecch with 
“ each other till the utterance of a mystical 
“ tenn or two announced the favorable moment, 
“ and claimed common effort. Sciudiah's tole- 
“ ranee of an evil so perfectly ascertained, 
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merely because tlic assassinations wei’e seldom 
“ cominitied Avithiu bis own dominions, may 
“ aft'oj’d a tolerable notion of the vitiation ol‘ 
“ society in Central India before this late con- 
“ vulsion. Tlu're is reason to believe that by 
“ this time the p<‘st in question has been rooted 
“ out ; wJiich, witli the suppression of some 
“ bodies of horsemen under militaiy adventurers 
“ (a service completely achieved by the coiitia- 
“ gent), will be no less a. benelit to .Scindiah's 
“ own Government, than toadjacemt countries."* 

* TO MAJOR STIRBS. 

Commanding ihv Contingent . Coonah, 

S 1 11, 

Hcinq; un\iou^$ to place as liu’ as possible on 
record in my OOiec tlie result ol’ all tlic oirorts that liave 
been from lime to time made for tlie suppression of Tliuj^^gee, 
1 sliiill feel much oliligcd if you will bavo the goodness to 
let me have from your Oilicc a list of tlio Thugs arrcsb*d in 
eonsetjuenco of the eniployinent of tlie Contingent as stated 
in the enclosed J:i.\traet from the Summary of the IVlartpie.ss 
of Hastings, and iho manner in wliicli each person was dis- 
posed of. 

1 have, tVc., tVe., <S.c., 

(Signed) ^V. JL SLKKIVTAN, GenL Supt. 

Juhulpore., the loth Jane, J 835 . 


Goonah, iUZ Julg, 1830 . 

TO CArTAlX W, If. SLKliMAN, 

General tSaperintendent, Jvbulporc. 

Sir, 

I have the Iiouor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of tlie 13th ultimo, I have no records of any 
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15. TJiis system has now, August 1835, 
I hope been happily suppressed in the Saugor 
ami Niirbiidda territories, Bhopaiil, Uundel- 
cund, Bogltelcund, Eastern Malwa, the greater 
part of (jiwrdior, the districts between tlio 
Gauges and the Juiuna. It has also I hope 
been suppressed in Candeish, Gozerat, Berar, 
Rajpootana, Western Malwa, and the Delhi ter- 
riloricis, in us fax* ns it arose from tlie depreda- 
tions of gangs that rcsicled in the territories 
above-named, within which little more I hope 
remains to bf; done than to collect the fragments 
of the general wre'ck of the systeju - the liurltas, 

Thugs having been apprehended by the (!ontmgeiit liorso ; 
and I am, therefore, unable to furnish you with the list you 
require, 

I have no Civil authority, and cannot apprcliend any one 
without orders from the Resident, excepting those detected 
plundering hy the Horse stationed for the protection of 
Travellers on the roads, lint many people have at diflerent 
times been apprehended by the Contingent and by the Native 
jA^umils and made over to the Contingent at the requisition 
of dilTorent I*olilical Authorities : the prisoners are usually 
sent either to Gwalior, Schore, Saugor, Kotali, or where the 
requisition conies from ; no examination or trial takes place 
here, consequently there is no record to enable me to com- 
ply with your wishes. 

I have, Ac., 

(Signed) \Y. STUBRS, Major, 

Superintendent Sciudiah's Contingent. 

(True Copies,) 

W. H. SLEEMAN, Cent. Suph 
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or fully initiiitod Thugs, -w ho have as yet escap* 
ed us, and are capable of creating now uantrs 
in any part of India that they may he permitted 
to inhabit ; and that they Avill so create them if 
left for any tinu' undisturbed in any place, no 
man who is well acquaint<Hl with the system 
Avill for a inoinent doubt, 

10. But that the system has been su{>[»ressod 
in (ivery pai t of India wlu're it once [)r{'vail(;d 
(and 1 lielieve that it prevailed move or h'ss in 
every psirl) is, however, a ])roposition that iioitluu- 
ouglit nor can be aflirnu.d absuhiMi/, for, as 
justly observed by the able Magistrate of fliit- 
toor in 1012, Mr. W. Irl. Wright with nspeet 
“ to the eriiiic of murder by Thugs or Far.seo- 
“ g('ers, it is not possible for any Magistrate to 
“ say how mueh it j>revails in his district, in 
“ eonsequenee of lhe])recantions taken by these 
“ people in buryiitg the bodies of the miir- 
“ dered.”* To aflirm absolutely that it has been 
suppn^ssed while any seeds of th(^ system re- 
main to germinate and spread again over tin; 
land might soon render all that has la c n done 
unavailing, for there is in it a “ principle of vita- 
lity” which can be found hardly in any other ; 
and unhappily there exists every where too 
great a disposition to believe that we have com- 


* See his letter to ilio Secretary to the Madras Gorern- 
ment, dated 1st July IBI‘2. 
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plftcd what we have only snccossl’nlly bc^in. 
However honorable to the individuals engaged 
in it and nsetid to the p(oplc the duty of sup- 
pressing this evil maybe, considered, it certainly 
is one of great labour and of most painful res- 
jionsibilily ; and as abnost all those who have 
yet devoted their abilities to the task luive done 
so at a personal sncrificxj of some kind or an- 
other to thejnselv<'s, tliey have naturally felt 
anxious to see their part of" the work coniplel(?d 
as soon as possible. “Fere libenterid, (|uod 
volunt homines, credunt," A\ a,s an obsor\'ation of 
Cajsar's, the trtith of which is illustrated in 
aliuost every human undertaking ; and lliough 
I do not think smy public ollieer will declare 
this <wil s\ippress('d within his jurisdiction 
bcfoi'c he holieves it to bo so, 1 lV‘ar many will, 
as heretofore, believe it to be so, long before it 
really is.* '^rhex'o were, and I believe, still are 

ll; has hc«ii rvFTy where fomul ^langerous for a Magis- 
trate to make it appear to liis native police oltiecrs, that be 
believes or wishes to believe that the erimo of Thuggee has 
entirely ceased within his jurisdiction, for they will always 
bo found ready to avail tlieniselves of such an impression to 
jiiisrepreseut cases that might otherwise lead to discoveries 
of great importance, Itodies of travellers that have been 
strangled by I'lings have, in numerous instances, been 
either concealed or represented by the police as those of 
men who had died of disease, or been killed by tygers, and 
have been burned without farther inquiry Avben a careful 
inquest by impartial persons would have, showTi the marks 
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i» Bunclolcuud, and tlu; districts between the 
^Gauges and tlie Jumna some small gangs of 
tliese assjissins who confined their operations to 
the roads in the neighbourhood of their resi- 
dence, and the S(;crels of their crimes to iheir 

of strangulation upou tboir necks. LandlioMers of all des- 
criptions, wliether ostensibly eiitrn.stcd with the police, duties 
of ibftir estates or no(, will in the sfauc manner always cii • 
dearonr to conceal the discovery of iimrders perpetrated 
within them hy these people under a Maj^istratc anxious to 
believe that the crime docs not exist within his division. 
In some parts of India heavy ])eniilUcs are injudiciously 
ijiiposed upon landliolders and police ollicers witliiu whose 
estates or jurisdictions bodies of murdered men may be found 
ujiloss they can produce the perpetrators, which is, in 
eflcct, to eucouru'^e the crime hy discoura^injj; the report 
of those discoveries that might ieatt the arrest and con- 
viction of the murderers, 

Mr. Wilson writes to me on tlieOd Deceiuher, 1831 , — It 
“ is painful to observe that wherever the 'lliugs go they arc 
invariably protected by the Xiimeeiidars, and tlio premises 
of the Thakurs or principal landholders arc the certain 
“ spots to iind them in/' This observation so just with 
regard to the districts east of the Jumna, has been, unliap- 
pily, found equally applicable to every other part of India 
to which our operations liavc extended. The Zimieendars 
or landholders of every dcscriptiou have every where been 
found ready to receive these people under their protection 
from the desire to share in the fruits of their expeditions, 
and without the slightest feeling of religious or moral res- 
ponsibility for the murders which they know must be perpe- 
trated to secure these fruits. All that they require from 
them is a promise that they will not commit murders within 
their estates, and thereby involve them in troubio. 
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own fuiuilics, or to a very small circle of friends 
uud associati's. They wtM'e either in their in- 
fam y. or formed by very shrewd old moo who 
saw the dangfu* of eoiitinuing with the large 
gangs aiid extending their expeditions into very 
distant parts. Biikshoe Jemadar, one of the 
most noted Thug Icuvlers of his day, who died 
in the Sangor Jail in had for some fifteen 
years ecase<l to accompany the largo gangs, and 
was suppos<‘d to have left olf the trade entirely. 
He was settled at Chutba-poie on th<; gri;at road 
from Sfiiigorti) C id pec, with his three sons, all 
stoat young men, who wore supposed by all the, 
old associates of ihcir fatlier iievi;r to liave l>een 
initiated in the mysteries of Thuggee. They 
were all however arrested with their father and 
brought to Saugor. A trooper of the lOtli 
Cavalry came to me some time after this from 
the Mow ('antonments witli a piteous talc of the 
loss and supposed murder of his younger bro- 
ther, a trooper in the same regiment, whom he 
had a year or two before, while on their way 
to their homos on fiirlongh, left in company with 
a small party of extremely civil mat in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chutterporc. The young trooper’s 
pony had hccomc lame on the road, and his 
brother and party went on to pix^paro their 
dinner, telling him to spare his pony and come 
up slowly, as they would have every thing ready 
for him by the time he arrived. “ The stran- 
“ gers had, he said, been very kind to him, and 
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“ very solicitous about the accident to his pony; 
“ and promised to see him safe to the encamp- 
“ meat, as they were obliged to wait for a rela- 
“ tiou who was following : but his brother could 
“ never after be found.” I took the trooper at 
his request to tlie jail, and almost as soon as he 
entered he put his hand tipon the shouhler of 
Bukshce’s youngest .son, avIio was reniarkable 
for his large eyes, saying, “ What tlid yott do 
with lu}^ poor brother — when; did you inurdor 
and bury him I” and turning round while he yet 
had hold of the man, he said, “ this is one of the 
men to whom 1 coufulcd my brother.” Jawa- 
hir and his brothers, who had hitherto persisted 
in denying that they had ever been on TJmggee, 
and whose father’s old associates, now admitted 
King’s evidences, used to declare that this son, 
Jawahir, so far from having been on Thuggee, 
was such a chickou-hea.rte<l lad tJiat (he very 
name of murder us<?d to frighten him, now 
thought the charm had been broken, and con- 
fessed that their father had initiated them from, 
their boyhood ; but having limited their expedi- 
tions to that road, and adiuitted only a small 
party of associates their proeet'dings had remain- 
ed undiscovered. Some of the old membens ol“ 
these small gangs liavc bc(;u secured and con- 
victed of old crimes perpetrated Avhilc they w ere 
associated with the large gangs, and they have 
in consequence suspended their, operations; but 
they will resume them again wliem our pursuit 

i> 
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ceases unless all their principal members be 
brought to punishment. 

17. It has now become quite clear to every 
unprejudiced magistrate, that, as a general prin- 
ciple, he can never rely upon the landholder of a 
village either to assist him in the arrest of these 
people, or to prevent their following tlu'ir trade 
of murder Avlien they are made over to him upon 
his pledge to do so. His own ])articular inter- 
est in encouraging the system and slirn’ing in 
the spoil, will always be dearer to him than any 
that he can hoj)C to enjoy in eommou with the 
society at large by tlie suppressit>n of it. When 
driven from one of the cotintiy they never 
doubt of being soon able to secure the good Avill 
of such land holders in Jiny other, for they lind 
little or no dilliculty in establishing themselves 
in new village communities, and in connecting 
their dreadful trade witli the pursuits of agricul- 
ture. Ijtift unmolested for a few years they 
gain recruits from among the youth of their 
neigbbourliood ; and by a lavish expenditure of 
tjie booty they acquire, and by that mild and 
conciliatory deportment which they find it 
necessarj'^ to learn and observe on all occasions 
for the successful proseemtion of their trade, 
they very soon gain the gcod will of their new 
circle of society, and contrive to make every 
member feel interested in their security and 
success. No inen observe more strictly in 
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domestic life all that is cii joined by their priests, 
or demanded by their respective oasts ; nor do 
any men cultivate with more care the esteem of 
their neighbours, or court with more assiduity 
the good will of all constituted local .authorities. 
In short, to men who do not know' them, the 
princijial members of tlw'sc associations W'ill 
always appear to be among the most, amiable, 
most respectable, and most intelligent members 
of the lower, and sometimes tlu' middle and 
higher classes of native society ; and it is by 
no means to be inferred that every man who 
attempts to screen them from justice knows 
them to be miirderers,* 

* I willliorc quote a from a private letter of Mr, 

McLeod to me writteu at Dludeporo or the banks ot‘ the 
CliumbuL May 2:5<1, ItWJ. ** .[ am about to semi oir purns- 
ram. Lack’s brother, without irons in search of his father’s 
gan^, aocoiopaiiicil only by a sowar, a sipahee or two, anil a 
cliuprasseo of luy own, all of whom will be ilirecteil to con- 
ceal their livery. They will be iiustructeil on falling in with 
the gang to give iiiiclligenco at the nearest residence of a 
native functionary, and he furni.shed witli a document re- 
questing such functionary to have them seized as “ Conipa- 
nee ka chor,” and delivered over to his superior to whom 
application will afterwards he made for their transfer. 
Purusrani states that he can, if necessary, dig up at every 
stage the bodies of men they have lately murdered to satisfy 
the scruples of such as doubt his information. That he will 
hnd out the gang 1 have not the slightest doubt, and if he 
prove as faithful and intelligent as 1 hope, wc may safely 
calculaio upon their seizure. To ensufe his earnestness as 
far as possible, I have assured him that f will do my utmost 
to have his father pardoned, and that your assurance before 
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' 18. When Feringeea, a Tliug leader of some 
note, for whose arrest (iovemiuent paid five 

leavinj^ Saugor made me confident that ho would be so. In 
your last yon say he ought not to be spared as he has ucg* 
lected your invitations, but I really doubt whether they can 
ever have reached him in an authentic form; for both 
Laek and his brother assert that such assurance is all he 
wants, and his old wife has just toddled away homo fully 
eonfiflent that, if he returns nnavized^ she will speedily con- 
duct him into my prchcnce or that of some Ihiropean Oflieer, 
AVhen we consitlcr the indistinct account they receive of the 
horrors of Saugor muidi allowance must be made for them 
ill this respect. Ilhimmec Jemadar tells ino that when 
JJureean the runaway approver joined them, he vsaid — ** oh ! 

my friends you had better ent and ruii ns fast as you can — 
“ burwlrodsof us 'rhiigs are being strung about Saugor— still 
“ more are sent to the IJlackwater, which is worse ; and 
** those that escape are to culmuitee* for life — as to the poor 
“ approvers, Sleciiian Sahib is getting a large mill made up 
at the Mint to grind them all to powder.’' They of course 
all took to their beds after this. J>liimmcc is a mild 
respectable kind of man who would certainly not appear 
born for a gallows, and I. hope you \7ill let him remain with 
me. I fed interested, loo, for tlie whole of Lacks’ family, 
among whom 1 do not tliink there is naturally auy vice, and 
shocking as iUcir proceedings w^oukl appear at homo, very 
many pullialing circumstances evidently exist here, and we 
must be guided by what is expedient. To Lack the sentence 
of any of his brothers would be most disheartening. When 
he heard of tlicir arrest, he repeated with great feeling a 
Hindoostance verse to this elFect. “ I was a pearl once 
residing in comfort in the ocean. I surrendered my self, 
** believing 1 should repose in peace in the bosom of some 
fair damsel— but alas ! they have pierced me, and passed 
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hundred rupees, was brought in to luc at Saugor 
in December IbJtO, he toh ! me, that if his life 
were spared he could se<;ure the arrest of several 


a sting tlirougli my body, and have loft nio to tlaiigle in 
‘‘ constant pain as an oriiauient to her nose/- £ will bavo 
hist narrative taken anti sent to you. 

1). I\ McLEOD. 

Lieutenant Tliomas, a very talented olTiccr, writes to me 
from Gualior tid September 1835 — JWiinolnir, (he brother 
of Lack, (cousin not brother) has voluntarily surrendered 
himself, at the persuasion of his mother, who lately sent to 
me for Lack. Upon sending him to her, T told Lack that I 
would certainly intercede with you for his brotlicr if lie 
would place himself in my custody. Mo is many years 
younger than Lack, and has one of the most benevolent 
countenanoos that I have over seen. He. looks as though Jio 
would rather commit suicide than common, and cold blofuled 
murder. He ltdis me that ho can point out the homes in 
the Jyporc and .fodhpovc villages of many noted Sooseca 
Thugs; that Raejoo is now at. his home, and that ho left those 
gangs only a mouth since actually on I’huggce in Jodhporc.'’ 

G. P. THOMAS. 

Purnsram came up wdth his father^s gang at Alnceabas 
in the Joiidporc territory, where they had been arrcsteil by 
tho Thakur who refused to give them to our guard— beat the 
old man to death and released the rest. See Gerieological 
Tables IS'O. 72 and 278. 

Mr. AVilsoii, Sept. 1835, observes of Makcen Lodhee, 
one of the approvers, that “ he is one of the best men 1 have 
ever known !” and I believe that Makeen may be trusted in 
any relation of life save that between a 'riiug who lias taken 
Hie auspices and a traveller with something worth taking 
upon him. They all look upon trayctlcrs as a sportsman 
looks upon hares and pheasants ; and they recollect their 
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large gangs who were in February to rendez- 
vous iit J ypore, and proceed into Guzerat and 
Candcish. Seeing me disposed to doubt his 
authority upon a point of so much importance, 
he requt'sted me to put him to the proof— -to take 
him througli the village of Selohda, which lay 
two stages from Saugor on the road to Seronge, 
and through which I was about to pass in my 
tour of the district, of wliich I had received the 
civil charge, a nd he would show me his ability 
and imdination to give me correct information. 
I did so, and my tents were )>itched, wltere 
tents nsiially are, in the small mango grove. I 
reached them in the evening, and when I got 
up in the morning lie pointed out three places, 
in which he and his gang had deposited at 
different intervals tlu'. bodies of three parties of 
travellers. A Pundit and six attendants mur- 
dered in lay among the ropes of my sleep- 

ing tent, a Havildar and four Sipahaes murder- 
ed iu 1}324, lay under my horses, and four Brah- 
man carriers of Ganges water and a woman 
murdered soon after the Pundit, lay m ithin my 
sleeping tent.* The sward had grown over the 

favorite JBcles, or places for murder, as sportsmen recollect 
their best sportinp^ grounds, and talk of them, when they cau, 
with the same kind of glee ! 

* The principal leaders of the gangs, by whom these 
Brahiiitns were murdered, were Brahinuns. A man, the 
eotHtlit of Ferihgeea, and Dirgpaul, both Subahdars of 
Thugs. 
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whole, and not the slightest sign of its ever 
having been broken was to be seen. The thing 
seemed to me ineredibJc; but after examining 
attentively a small briek teiTace close by, and 
the dilferent trees around, he d«*clared himself 
prepared to stake his life upon the accuracy of 
his information. My wife was still sleeping 
over the grave of tlic vvatt;v-cfirriers unconscious 
of what was doing or to be done.* 1 assembled’ 
the people of the surrounding villages, and the 
Thanadar and his police, who resided in the 
village of Korae close by, and put the people 
to work over the grave of the Havildar. They 
dug down live feet without perceiving the slight- 
est signs of the bodies or of a grave. All the 
people ass(;mbled seemed d<;lighted to think that 
1 M’us become weary like themselv<s, and satis- 
fied that the man was deranged ; but there was 
a calm and quiet confidence about Jam that 
made me insist upon, their going on, and at last 
w'e came upon the bodies of the whole five laid 
out precisely as he had described. My wife, 
still uiutonscions of our object in digging, had 
repaired to the breakfiist tent which was pitched 
at some distance irom the grove ; and I now 
had the ropes of the tent removed, and the 

* She has orten since declared that she never had a 
night of such horrid dreams, and tliat while asleep her soul 
must consequently hu\e become conscious of the dreadful 
crimes that had been there perpetrated. 
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bodies of tlie Pimdit and liis six compani- 
ons in a much greater state of decay, exhum- 
ed from about tht; same depth, and from the 
exact spot pouited out. The Cjiwrutties were 
afterwards disinterred, and he offered to point 
out others in tfio neighbouring groves, but I was 
sick of the horrid work, and satisfied witli what 
he bad already done.* The gangs which were 
•concentrating upon ,fyi)ore w'ere pursued, and 
the greater part of them taken; and l’<;ring(;ea’s 
life was spared for his services. 

1.9. Wliile I was in the (’ivil charge of the 
distrie.t of A’ ursingpore, in the valley of the 
Nurhuddah, in the years 1922, 2.:t, and 2-f, no 
oi'dinary robbeiry or theft could be committed 
without my V»ecoming acquainted with it ; nor 
was there a roblieror a thief of tfie ordinary kind 
in the district, with whose chameter 1 had not 
become ao(maintcd in the discharge of my duty 
as Magistrate ; and if any man liad then told me, 
that a gong of assassins by profession n^sided in 
the village of Kwidefcc, not four hundred yards 

* The proprietor of tlits village of Solohda connived at 
all this, and received the horse of the Pundit in a present. 
Several of the gang resided in this village, and the rest used 
to ehoaotp iu his grove every year in passing, and remain 
there for many days at a time t\;asting, carousing and mur*^ 
daring. The people of the village and of the surronuding 
..country know nothing of these transactions, nor did the 
jfpUce of the 
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from my court, and that the extensive (proves of 
the village of Mtiiulesur, only one stage from moj 
ou the road to Saugor and liJiopaul, was one of 
the greatest lieks, or placi's of murder in all 
India ; and that large gangs from Hindustan 
and the Duckua used to rendezvous in these 
groves, remain in tluan for many days together 
every ye:u’, and carry ou their dreatli'ul trade 
along all the lines of road that pass by and 
branch oif fi-om tlicin, with the knowh^dgo and 
connivance of the two laud holders by wliose 
ancestors tlu/se groves liad been planted, f. 
should have lliougbt him a fool or a mad ma)\ ; 
and yet notbiag could have been more true. 
Tile bodu's of a hundred travellers lie buried in 
and aroiiiKl the g/YU'cs of Mandestn’ ; and a 
gang of assassins lived in ami about the village 
of Kundchie while 1 was Magistrate of the dis- 
trict, and extended their ileprtrdations to the 
cities of l^ooiia and ilydrabad. 

20. 3’he fu’st party of men 1 sent into the 
.Duckun to aid Captain Rey nob Is, who Jiad been 
selected by Colonel Stewai t to superintend tlie 


* Extract of a le.l ter from Mr. Cameron, Asxislant RetiJent, 
JJijdralmd, to Captain Ret/notilx, tinted 2ls< 8ept. 1835. 

“ 1 havft the honor to acquaint you that in consequence of 
the information given by Sahib Khan and .Rstmxauee, lately 
seized, and whose depositions have been forwarded to yon, 
that murders have lately been committed by I'ltugs at Hua- 
saih Shahwal'.ie’s Dnrgah, Sudushcopett and Begnmpett, the 
Resident has directed the niootsuddy and a party with the 



emplojTncrit of our means for the suppression 
of tlir system iu tlje Nizaurs dominions, recog- 
nized ill the person of one of the most respect- 
able linen drapers of thecantouments of Hingolee, 

two persons lutoly apprehended, to proceed to these places for 
the purpose ot diainterrinj; the bodies, and obtaining such 
other intornialiou as may tend to convict the parties impli- 
cated, as it is ve ry proba!)lc that more of the I’hui^s concern- 
ed in these murders may i»e hereafter apprehended. 

It also appears that numerous Thugs have lately resorted 
to the city and its environs probably occasioned by the pre- 
sent active pursuit, and tlie Kesident is of opinion that the 
presence of an intelligent mootsuddy for some! i mo with a 
party of approvers acquainted with the llmgs in this part of 
the country, might be attended with advantage, parlieularly 
as the seizure of I'hugs, who can hy their own testimony 
show^ that they were implicated in murders unknown until 
pointed out hy themselvfss, may tend to convince persons as 
yet incredulous of the existence of this systematic mode of 
assassination.’’ 

J^xlrav.i of a letter from Colonel Stewart, /leftident til Hydra- 

bad, to Captain Sice man, dated iUk Get, IBtJo. 

Para. 4. — J beg to observe that the recent apprehension 
of two Thugs at the place, who have made cemfession and 
have pointed out the dead bodies of persons lately murdered 
by them ami their fraternity, close to the city, seems to have 
Lad a striking cflect in convincing the minister of the reality 
of the existence in such numbers of those miscreants, of 
which I fear ho formerly doubted. A strong proof of this 
is tlie eircninstance that one person in the city who was de- 
nounced as a Thug having ma lo his escape, tlie minister 
himself sent his own people in pursuit of him, had him 
apprehended and sent to me. 1 cannot doubt therefore now 
that there is the most sincere desire on the part of this 
government to extirpate Thuggee throughout this country. 
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Hiiree Sing, the adopted son of JoM'aliir Sooknl, 
Subadai’ of Tlings, wlio had twentv^ years before 
been executed with Ivventy-oruj of his hdlowt'rs 
at Aggur for tlie murder of a party of two 
women and eight men close to tlio ca.»itoniuents. 
On hearing that tlic Huree Sing of the list sent 
to him of noted Thugs at large in the Duckun 
was the l luree Sing of the Suthh'r Bazar, Captain 
Reynolds was quite astounded, for so correct 
h:ul he been in his deportment ajul all his deal- 
ings, that he had won the estetan of all the gen- 
tlemen of the station, who uS(h 1 to assist him in 
j)rocuring j>assports for his goods on their way 
from Ibuubay ; and yet he had, as he lias since 
himself shown, been carrying o)i his trade of 
murder up to the veiy day of Ids arr(>st witli 
gangs of ITiudustan and tlui Duckun on all the 
roads around, and close to the cantonments of 
Ilingolec ; and leading out his gang of assassins 
Avhile he preteiuh^d to bo oii liis way to Bombay 
for a supply of fresh linens and broad cloth. 
Captain Reynolds had for several years u}) to 
this time had the civil charge of the district, of 
Hingolce, without having had the slightest sus- 
picion of the numerous murders that ho has now 
discovered to have been every year perpetrated 
within his jurisdiction.* 

* The following: id an extract from tlie narrative of this 
Hnrree Sing alias lJureea, taken at Lliiigolce. 

, “ A jear and liiilf before I was arrested at TIingplee, in 

June iBd2| 1 set up a shop in tlie bazar of the Golunduuz 
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21. In Oude and other parts of India where 
tlie fields are irrigattid from wells, tlie bodies of 

“ in the Miugoloe cantonments. I nstMl before io bring 
cloths from llcrar to the cantonments for sale ; and bo- 
“ came intimately acquainted with Malia Sing, Snbabdar of 
** the Goliimiaii/cs. 1 told him that I slioiihl Jike to set up 
“ a sUop in his ha'/ar; and he advised me to do so, and got 
“ tlie. Cotwal to assign me a place. I set up a linen-draper's 
“ shop, and 1 went several times with oilier siiop-kctq)ers to 
liomba}/ to purchase a slock of hroad cloths and other 
“ articles, 'riie people of the cantonments know that I used 
“ Co deal to the extent of several hundred rupees, 

“ When r resided at OmrowCee fif>ont seven years ago, f 
used to come to lliiigolce and kMlgc in the house vif Kani 
Sing, 'rinig, who has .siiico been seized and sent to Jubul- 
** pore. Sometimes I. eainc wiih the gangs on 1 1mggee. and 
** sometimes as a merchant wdth ebitbs for side. When I 
came with elulhs I iiscd to stay for liiteon or twenty days 
at a time ill the Moghul Sowar line^, and other places. 

“ After the release of llnrnagur and his gang from IJingt> 
lee after the Girgow muiders, I, with Mannkhan, the two 
‘‘ Nasirs, Ghotco appv(»ver and others, killed throe Mar- 
“ waries; and after this Imam ami Cliotce got seized at 
Saugor, ainl this was nqiortcti to me by Kurcom Khan and 
others who came to (Imrowlce tVom the JSurhudda valley ; 

“ and 1 thought that I might b(5 pointed out and arrested. 

‘‘ This was iny reason for Jeaiing Omrowtee for Hingolee. 
When I was arrest(id I had determined to leave otf 
I'huggee, anti intended to go and reside at Hoinhay. 1 
“ used to go out ocrasionally ou 'I’huggcc after I settled at 
“ ilingolec, and when the gangs of Thugs encamped on tlie 
“ tank or lodged in the Dhiirutnsalnh, I used to conver.se 
** with them ; but I never let them know where I resided. 

** Ismael 'Vliug, w'ho is now uu approver, used to reside in 
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travellers murdered hy those peoide art' irequent- 
ly IVmiul hy the cultivators and laud holders 
wJio take llieui out and bury them without any 
report to the policfr, knowtrijif that they are the 
bodies of travellers so murdf'red, whose distant 
fihmds are not likely to trouble tluaii with any 
eLU|uiri(js, Ju some instances we have found 
that they savt' tbeinselvi'S t his trouble by throw- 
ing- in some de-ad <-.ai-case in order to aeeonnt for 
the odV-iisive stuell of the putrid bodies, should 
any out; have the curiosity to en<|uii-c the cause-. 
Such, ill short, are the precautions taken l>y 
these people to conceal their murdc-rs both 
before and after (In y take place, tlmt they may 
be every year perpj.'lrated in the «listrict of the 


‘ the liazar of the Regiment, ami he {iorvnd Captain 
‘ Scfilt as a ('■areo’.vjni. Mo'ina, alias Rninnan, used also to 
‘ reside iK’.rc souietini<ks. also ii^ed to live and 

work in the hazar, bnf. they iKsed all three to go on tlnr. 

■ roads, ns many l^;^^ellers used to pass nnd no one souglit 
' after 'riitigs, Any skilfal party might Jiavc liad three or 

■ four every night without any tme being tlie. wist.'r 

' for it. I'eople bnew not what 'I'linggee was, nor what. 

kind of people 'I'lmgs were. Travellers were IVetpiently 
reported to Iiovo been murdered by roidjers, but people 
tbougbt the roliber.s must be in the jungles ; arnl never 
dreamed that they w«'ro murdered by the men they saw 
every day about; them. 1 never invited a Tbiig to my 
house, nor diil 1 ever i-.vpo.se any of tlie artieles obtained 
in 'I’lniggec for sale. 1 was much respected by the poojde 
of the town and cantoumeats and never suspected till 
arrested/' 
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most vigilant Magistrsite witlioiit liis liaving any 
knowledge or suspicion of them ; and their sub- 
sequent discovery must not be considcr(;d to 
detract from his character as a ^iddic officer 
unless it can be shown that he has <liscouraged 
the free report of those circumstances that 
might have led to the discovery earlier. 

22. The extent of good above described has 
been elfect<;d by the arrest of above two thousand 
Thugs, who have been tried at Indore, Hydral)ad, 
Sangor and Jubulpore. One hundred and iifty 
have been tried and convicted at Tmlore, eighty- 
four at Hydrabad ; and at Saiigor and .1 ubulpore 
above twelv<; hundred have been convicted, in 
one hundred and sixty seven trials, of (he mur- 
der of nine hundred and forty-seven jiersons ; 
while about two lumdred an<l lifty have, in all 
these trials at lndor<% Hydrabad, Saugor and 
Jubulpore, been admitted as King’s evidences on 
the i!onditious of exemption from the pimish- 
ment of death and transportation beyond seas for 
all past oflieiiccs, provide<l they placed all those 
offences on record when required to do st>, and 
assisted in the arrest of their associates in crime. 


23. These men are commonly tru^d for one 
particular case of murder, ])erpetratcd on one 
expedition, in wliich case all the gang may have 
participated, and in which the evidence is the 
most complete. On an average more than ten 
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TABVLAJt STATEMENT of the result of the Trials 

for the Suppression of the 


Y ears. 

StatioDS. 

Committed by. 

Tried by. 

1820, 

Jubiil|iore, 

Mr. Fras#*ranii IMa- \ 
jor WanJIow, . . j 

Mr.AVilder, Agent Gr.Gl., 

1828, 

Dliofrea in 
('aud( ish, 

^ Mr. }loy<l, Magis- \ 
i irate, S 

ATr. Kentish, Sessions } 
Judge, i 

1829, 

Indore, .... 

31aJor Borthwick, .. 

Col. Stewart, then Uesi- 1 
dent at Indoro, $ 


Dholeea in 
Cuiidt i.Hii, 

^ Major Hodges, • . J 

Mr. Marriott, Sessions ^ 
Judge, i 

1830, 

J uf>ulpore, 

('apt, Slceiiiaii, .... 

Air. Smith, Agt. Gr. GI., 

1832, 

Indore, . . • , 

Major Borthwick, •« 

Mr. Marlinnnd Mr.Wel* } 
lesh^y, Bebidcuts, .. 1 

»? 

Saugor, . . 

Capt. 8 Iceman, .... 

Mr. Smith, Agt. Gr. Gl., 

1833, 

Ditto, 

(’apt. Slecman, ami ^ 
Mr. McLi'ml and J 
Rlr. IViltfon, .. J- 

Dittu, 

jj 

Hydrabad, 

Capt. ficyn«i*ds, .. .. 

Col. Stewart, Resident,. . 


Poona, .... 

Mr. J. 11. Buber, . . i 

Air. MarriiiU, Sessions | 
J udge, i 

1S33>34, 

C, awn pore, 
Gha/eepore, 

Mr. Wilson, 

Mr. Stock well and others, 

Mr. C. W. Smith, Scs- \ 
sions Judge, I 

1833, 

Mr. r.. 1*. Suiilli, .. 

1S31, 

Henares, . . 

Mr. Morriesoii, 

Air. Taylor, ditto, 

1835, 

Tudore, .... 

(.’apt. Borllmick, 

Mr. Bax, Resident, .... 

1831, 

Sttugor, .. 

j 

(’apt. Sit email, Air, ”> 
AI( Brtid and Mr. ; 
Wjbo.i, ..} 

Mr. Smith, Agt. Gr. Gl., 

1835, 

Jubulpore, 

Capt. S Iceman am] \ 
Capt. Kcyiiolds, f i 
Mr. McLeod .*iij<j / 
Mr. AVilso/i ,.J 

Mr. Smith, ditto, •••••• 




Total,.... 


Juhulpore^ lAth October^ lt335. 
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W. II. SLEEMAN, GenL Super intcndenf. 













( 39 ) 


of these cases have been found to occur on every 
expedition ; and every man has, on an average, 
been on more tlian ten of these expeditions. 
TJu; murders for which they are tried are not, 
therefop, commonly more than a liundredth 
part of tlie inurdei*s they have perpetrated in the 
course of their career of crime. In the last 
Sessions held at .lubnipore by Mr. Smith for 
thirty-six cases from llydvabad, com- 
mitted by Captain Reynolds, and forly-two cases 
from other jiarts committed by myself, were 
tried, and two hundred and six prisoners convict- 
etl of the miirdt'r of four huiulr(id and forty 
pc;rsons. ()f tliost; persons the bodit^s of three 
liimdred and iiinety had been disinterred and 
iiujuests held ui)on them, leaving only lifty-livc 
unaccounted for.* 

24. In tlie dominions of the King of Oude 
much lias abx^ady bi'ou done by Coloin:] ]..ow 
and ( nptaiii Faton ; and 1 Jmve no doubt of a 
successful residt to our eHbrts in that quarter 

These trials iucludcd several supplementary cases, or 
cases which had been tried hcforc, hut were hrouglit on as 
other prisoners, who were not forthcoming when tliey were 
first tried, have been arrested and brought in for trial. 

As Mr. Smith has now embarked for the Cape, and will nut 
therefore be able to report himself upon the last sessions, 
1 think it my duty to state that he considered liiinsolf greatly 
indebted to the able exertions of his ofliciatiug personal 
assistant Lieut. Charles Brown, of the 18th Jlegt. 1, 



( 40 ) 


provided the pursuit be actively kept up in such 
oi' our districts as bolder upon them, and the 
local Magistrates continue to give the Oude 
aut horities their cordial support and co-opera- 
tion ; nor have 1 much doubt of ultimate success 
in Western Malw'a,* Guzerat, Rajpootana, and 
the Delhi territories. Great progress has been 
made in the extensive territories of the Nizam, . 
south of the N erbudda, by Caiilain Reynolds, 
under the auspices of the Rcsidimt, Colonel 
Stewart; and as the Bombay (iovernment and 
local authorities iu tlie conterminous districts of 
that Presidency have manifested tim most anxi- 
ous wish to co-operate, those of Madias will 
probably do the same, and wo shall then have 
a fair prospect of ultinuihi success Ihroughouf 
the countries south of the Nerbudda. 

Hit. Sornetbing Iras been done in Behar by 
Mr. Peploe Smith, a very active and intelligent 
Magistrate, and by Mr. C. W. Smith and others, 
and wiuit has b(x'n done may lead to more ; but 
the provinces of lieliar, Bengal, and Orissa, are 
those ill which my hopes of final success are 
perhaps least sanguiue.|' The river Thugs of 

* Indeed Mitjor BortUwick’s great success in Western 
Malwa lias left but liUte to accoiindish in that <]uarter. 

■f A party of nine sipahees aiid a Non-Commissioned Ofticer, 
all from Uie lUh lleginicnt Native Infantry, were murdered 
by a gang of Thugs close to Patna in the beginning 
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Bengal,]- (n) resjde <‘.Iiiefly in the district of 
Burdwiui, on the banks of tUellooghly, will defy 

of May 1833, while on their way to their homes on 
furlough. A party of eight .«tipaliecs from the 70th and 
other regiments were murdered by the same people hctvveen 
Ghazeepore and l>n\ar in August last, and numerous other 
parties of the same kind have no doubt fallen victims to 
tlie system which lias as yet received little or no chock on 
tlm roads cast of Ghazeepore. 

The returns wliich I have called for from all the Native 
Ticgiiueiits of tlie llengal Army of the casualties among the 
men who have gone on furlough this season, will, I hope, 
bear me. out in llic conclusion tliat the roads in all the other 
parts above described arc now free from Mie depredations of 
those gangs. 

W. H. SLIiEMAN. 


Tlic following communication received wliile these sheets 
were in the press, fuinisUes a satisfactory conlirmatiou of 
the opinion above expressed. — E d, 

To W. H. MACNAGIITEN, Esq. 

^>cy, lo the Govt, of Fort WiUiam, 

Sir, 

I cannot deny mysedf the gratilicalioii of forward- 
ing for submission lo Government, a copy of one of the 
replies to my Circular Letter to the Coniuianding Officers of 
all the Native Ueginients in the Bengal Army, written for 
the purpose of ascertaining the result of our operations as far 
as regards the security of the roads to our Native troops, 
going on and returning from furlough. 


(a^ For Note vide page 13, 
F 
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all onr e^fforts unless somg special measure be 
adopted by Govenimeiit for the suppression of 

With llie exception of the provinces into which our ope- 
rations have not extendod, al! the Returns yet received 
exhibit the same satisfactory results. 

I have, tVc. 

(Signed) VV. a. SLCILMAN, Gen, Supt. 

Camp Dhnntnncc, Gen^ Svpt.^s \ 

Office, ike -Uk JJcc,i Idoo. 3 

Mhinv, 2 I//4 November, IC/do. 

Sir, 

T have Ihe honor to inform you tliut the whole of 
the IS^ative (.•onimis.sionerl and Non-(.h)mn)issioned Oilicers, 
Drummers and Sepoys of the llegimenl rmder niy command, 
have rejoined from general leave of absence, with exception 
of two, wh(» arc reported sick and in hospital. 

I have also miicli pleasure in mentioning that not a man of 
this corps has been missing for the last four or five years, 
aud such is the sate stale of the roads now, that I liavc sent 
two servants twice from hence to Jlevvah and Cawnporc, and 
once from 8augor to Rewah in lir;j2, and they met with no 
annoyance ; and so cliangod are the natives that one or two 
will now most w illingly proceed from hence on any duty 
without the least fear of Hmgs; whereai. in ltt29-30 when 
stationed at Saugor, no iiuniber under 20 or JiO and well 
armed, could venture a couple of miles from cantonment. 

I have, tVc. Ac. 

(Signed) J. S. MAOLAREN, Major, 
Commanding IC/A Regiments 

To W, H. SLEEMAN, 

Gen, Supt., Jnbulpore, 

(True Copy) 

>V. Jl. SLEEMAN, Gen. 
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their system, and we have, to promote its success, 
a combination of circumstances almost too favor- 
able to be hoped f<}V. They arc sn])poscd to be 
between two anti three buudrotl, and to employ 
about twenty boats, which pass up and down the 
Ganges during the moulhs t)f jNovember, Decem- 
ber, January, and February. Facli boat is 
provided with a crew of about foiirtet.'ii persons, 
all Thugs, but einploytsd in didcrent capacities. 
Some are employed in pulling the boat along by 
a rope, and appear like the tlaiulics or rowers 
and pullers of ordinary boats ; st)me as Solhns, 
or iuveiglers, follow the boats along the roads 


t Thv f^lUncuifj hare hem monthnivd to me as the principal 
hadets o f (his rlass^ 


Namks. 


CasL 

(ioni'i. 

Thugs. 

IlKMAnKJ. 
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iJiat nm parallel with the river, and by variout? 
arts prevail upon travellers to embark as passen- 
p:er.s on board their boats, .where they find many 
Tinigs well dressed and of the most respectabhr 
appearance, pretending to be going on or return- 
ing from a pilgrimage to the lioly jdaces of 
Guya, Beirares, Allahabad, &c. These arc the 
stranglers and their assistants, who on a signal 
given by themau at thelu^lm on deck ( Bijfaireea), 
strangle the travelhn’s, break their back bones 
and pnsli tliom out of a Window in the side into 
the river. Each boat luis one ol’ these windows 
on each side, and tliey art? ihmsl cal. of that 
facing the river. 

2(). Several boats btlonging to the same 
association follow each other at tJic distance 
of front four to six miles, ami Aviien tire Ira- 
vcIUts show any signs of disliking or dis- 
trusting the inviriglcr of one, or any disincli- 
nation to embark at the gliat v.liere. iris boat 
is- to- be fouiid, the inveigier of tire one in 
^dvance learns it by signs from the other, as 
die and the travellers overtake him. The new 
inveigier gets into eoin'ersation w'ith the travel- 
lers, and jjretends to dislike the appearance of 
the first, who in his turn, pretends to be afraid 
of the noSv one, ami lags behiiul, while the ncAV 
mail and the travellers congratulate each other 
on having shaken off so auspicious a character. 
These men never shed blood, and if any drop 
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touch them they must retiim and offer sacrifices 
of some kind or other. They never keep any 
article that can lead to suspicion, as their boats 
are constantly liable to be searched by the 
custom-house officers. Nothing I believe could 
tempt them to murder a woman. This class con- 
tain Mahominudans and Hindoos of all casts, and 
they go up the river Ganges as far as J3enarcs, 
and sonietiines even as far as Cawnporc it is 
said ; and they carry on their depredations as 
well going down as (;oming up the river. The 
Lodahas, Moleeas, and Jumaldehee Thugs, who 
reside; in Behar and I5<;ngal, arc all acciuaintcd 
with them, as the principal scene of their opera- 
tions is along the bunks of the Gaiig<.‘s and other 
large rivers into which they throw the Imdies 
of their victims. Their resting Tplaees or Tlia- 
pus, are abnost always tipon the banks of 
these rivers, ^ille!■c the large and most frequeut- 
t;d j’oails apj.»ro!icli itearest to tlnun ; juul llu're 
they remain for a long time together, destroying 
sucli travellers as they can persuade; to sjiciul 
the night Avith them. When they fall in with 
the boats, and see a chance of a good prize, 
some of the members of their gang go on board 
and as.sist in the murder ; and the whole gaiig 
shares equally witli that of the boatmen in the 
spoil. 


27. Our present plan of operations for the 
suppression of this system commenced with the 
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arrest of a large gang from Hindoostan on its 
return from an cx|W!dition into the ]3uckim by 
Captain, now Ma,jor Borthwick, Political Agent 
at Mahidpore ;* and that of another by me in 
Bhopaul in the beginning of 1830. )' These 
aiTcsts were attended by a combination of cir- 

* IVlajor Borthwick, on the 7th ot* November IRIU, accom- 
panied by Captain McMnlion and a party of two hundred of 
the Jowra Cavalry Contingent, made a night march of thirty 
miles, and arrested an cnlirc gang of fortv-six of these mur- 
derers, witli property to the value of about twelve thousand 
rupees, which they hud brought home from a recent expedi- 
tion in wliich they had imirilcrcd a great many persons, llis 
exertions in the cause. Iiavo been unwearied, and eminently 
successful, and flic gangs of Western Malwa have been 
almost entirely extirpated by his means. -»V(?c Appendix X* 

t A gang of one hundred and five was arrested by Mr, 
Moloiiy as they were crossing the valley of the Nerhiidda 
from the Huckun after the Luckniulown munlers in J823. 
The bodies of the murilcrcd people were pointed out and 
taken up at the time, but the death of Mr. Molony and 
other circumstances deferred the trial till 1830. Another 
large gang was arrested on its return from the Duckuii over 
the Slime road by (biptain Wardluwin and scut to Mr. 

C. Fraser at Jubulpore. lie had the bodies of a great 
nunihcr of people whom they had murdered along the road 
disinterred ; and having ooniuiitted ilie case for trial to Mr. 
Wilder, then Agent of the (loverrior General at Jubulpore, 
they w'ere all convicted, and punished. Another was seized 
by Major Henley at Bhopaul; and these several seizures 
may he considered as having laid the foundation of the sub- 
sequent proceedings in having furnished suck numerous 
sources of information. 
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cuinstances so fortunate, that a man niiglit con- 
sider them as provitlcutuil without exposing 
himself to the cliurge of superstition. The 
ffjclings of every one who.se fee-lings wcjve of any 
importance to the causo, from the Governor 
General Lord Win. Beutinek and Vico Presi- 
dent in Council, Sir Charles Metc.dfe, to the 
humhlest individual, seemed to be deeply and 
simultaneously interested in promoting its suc- 
cess. Colonel Stewart, udio "was at the time 
the representative of tlie Government at the 
Court of Indore, tried the gang arrested by 
Captain Borthwick, under instructions from 
the Supreme (lovcrnment ; and ho long after- 
wards doidart'd “ that ho considered the share he 
“ had had in bringing thesis men to punishment 
“as by far the most useful part of his public 
“ life,” though few men in India have, I believe, 
had a more useful career. Mr. Smith, who was 
the Governor Generars representative in the 
Saugor and Norhudda Territories, has felt the 
same w ith regard to his share in bringing the 
other gangs to punishment. 

28. The Government observed upon tlie trial 
of the Mahidporc gang — 

“ These murders having been perpetrated iu 
“ territories belonging to various native chiefs, 
“ and the perpetrators being inhabitants of 
“ various districts belonging to different autho- 



“ ritics, there is no chief in particular, to whom 
“ we could deliver tljcm for punishment, as their 
“ sovereign, or as the prince of the territory in 
“ wliich the crime had been ci>uimitted.” 

“ The hand of these inlmmau monsters being 
“ against every one, and there being no country 
“ witliin the range of their annual excursions 
“Ifrom Bundelcund to Gnzerat in which they 
“ Ifave not committed murder, it appears to His 
“ Lordship in Council, that lliey may be consi- 
“ dered like pirates, to be placed without the 
“ pale of social law, and be subjected to condign 
“ punishment by whatever authority they may 
“ be seized and convictotl.”*' 

29. It is a principle of the law of nations, 
recognized I believe by every civilizwl people, 
that assassins by profession shall find in no 
country a sanctuary, but shall every where be 
delivered up to tlie Sovereign who reclaims them 
and in whose dominions they have perpetrated 
their crimes ; and as the crimes of these assas- 
sins are never confined to the country in which 
they reside, and as every codiitry in India must 
now be considered as under the protection of 

* See Mr. Secretary Swiotoii’s letter to Colonel Stewart 
of tbe 33d October 1829. To f-;w men is the success which 
has attended these operations more attributable than to Mr. 
George Swiiiton, who was then Chief Secretary to Govern- 
ment and is now in Europe. 
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the Supreme Government in some relation or 
other, that Government very properly under- 
took the duty which seemed to be imposed upon 
it by the laws of humanity and of luitions, and 
determined to reclaim them from every State in 
which they might seek shelter.* 

30. Unhappily there are in India few native 
chiefs wlio have any great feelings of sympathy 
even with the inhabitants of their own territories 
beyond their own family or (dan, or any - [>arti- 
cular desire to protect them from the robbt;r or 

* ** .AUliougli llie justice of each nation ought in general 
to be continod (o the punislnneiit of crimes coiimiitteti in 
** its own territories, wc ought to except from lliis nilo 
those villains^ wlio by the nature and habitual fretpiency 
“ of tlieir crimes violate all |)ui)iic security, and declare 
tbcmsclves the enemies of the human race. Poisoners, 
“ assa8siii.s, and incendiaries by profession, may bo extor- 
** minated wherever they are seized : for they attack ami 
injure all nations, by trampling under foot the founda- 
tions of llicir common safety. Thus pirates are sent to 
the gibbet by the first into whose hands they fall. If tho 
** sovereign of the country where crimes of that nature liavo 
‘‘ been committed, reclaims the perpetrators of them ia 
order to bring Ihcui to punishment, they ought to bo siir- 
rendered to him, as being tho person who is principally 
** interested in punishing them in an exemplary manner. 
** And as it is proper to have criminals regularly convicted 
** by a trial in due form of law, this is a second reason for 
delivering up malefactors ot that class to the State.s where 
their crimes have been committed. — VallcVn Law of Nature 
and Nations f Book L Chap, lit. 
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tlie assassin ; and no instance can I believe be 
found of one tsxtcnding bis sympathies or his 
charities to the people of any other territory. 
'I'hey have, however, all a f(;eling of strong pride 
in claiming for their own territory the privilege 
of a sanctuary for the robbers and assassins of 
all other territories ; while their public officers of 
every description and landholders of every degree 
convert this privilege, when conceded to their 
chiefs, into a source of revenue for themselves. 

.31. From the time that our government 
assumed, under tin; Marquis of Hastings, its 
true and diguilied position as the protector of 
the society of 1 ndia generally against the savage 
inroads of the Pindary hordes, the native 
chiefs considered themselves as standing, with 
regard to us, in a relation entirely new; and 
bound to obey our call for aid an<l support in 
the suj)pri;ssion of any system prejudicial to the 
general interest and welfare of the community. 
They all knew that this system of merciless and 
indiscriminate assassination was still more gene- 
ral than that of the Pimhmes, that it was the 
growth of ages, extended aiV over India, and 
being founded in tin.* faith of religious ordinance 
and dispensation, had become so deeply rooted 
in the soil, tliat notliing but the intei’positioii, 
tinder providence, of the Supreme Government, 
and the acquiescence, support and co-operation 
'of all its dependent chiefs, could possibly extir-» 
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pate it. But, as in the case of the Pindarics, 
many of these native chiefs or their officers 
and landholders, nevertheless sacrificed with 
reluctance, the revenues they were in the habit 
of deriving from these people, and with still 
more the pride of being thought able to aflbrd 
to them that asylum M'bich others M'ere obliged 
to deny, and couse([uently, the reputation of 
being able to refuse with inrpunity an acquies- 
cence which others were obliged to concede to 
the Supreme Government ; and such men avail- 
ed themselves with avidity of the indolence, or 
indiflerenco of the European functiojuuics 
whom our Government happened to be represent- 
ed. Happily they have been very rare, and 
the obstacles which they have caused very few; 
while the instances of the cordial, zealous, and 
active co-operation of such Ihnctionarics liave 
been very numerous.* 

32. But it must be admitted that this evil 
has prevailed in our own provinces as much as 

• In addition to tlio .Political functionaries alre.idy named 
Tsbould name as having given us their cordial sup|)orl and 
Talnable aid — The Hoooralite It. Cavendish as Resident at 
the Court of Gwalior ; Major Alves as Political Agent in 
Bhopaul and Agent in Ilajpootaua; Colonel Spiers as Acting 
Agent in Ilajpootaua and Political Agent aiNeeinuch; Air. 
Wilkinson, Political Agent in Rbopanl ; Captain Wade, 
Political Agent at Lodhenana; Mr. Grieme and Colonel, 
Briggs, Residents at the Court of Nagpore ; Captains Robin* 



in Nalivfi States ; aiul if f were called upon to 
state any single cause wJiicli has operated more 
than any other to promote its extension, I. should 
say it was the illogical application in practice 
of the maxim, “ that it is better ten guilty men 
“ should escape than that one innocent man 
“ should mffer ” It is no doubt better that ten 
guilty men should escape the punishment of death, 
and all the eternal consequences which may 
result from it, tlian that one innocent man should 
suffer that pimiskmenl ; but it is not better that 
ten assassins by profession shotdd escape, and 
be left freely and impudently to follow every 
where their murderous tr.ide tlian that one inno- 
cent man should suffer the inconvenience o f teinpor 
rary restraint; and wherever the maxim has 
been so understood and acted upon the innocent 
have been necessarily ])unished for the guilty. 
In a country like India, abounding in associations 
of this kind, and with every facility tlu'y cotild 
desire to jmmiotc their success, and with little 
communion of thought or feeling betw'een the 
governing and tlie governffd, the necessity of 
prosecuting gang robbers and murderers with 
such a maxim so understood and acted upon. 


son nml Johnstone as Assistants and Officiating Ttrsidents at 
the Court of Uolcar; Mr. Williams and Colonel Halfonr at 
Itaroda ; Major Ross, Political Agent at Kota ; and though 
dastnot least Mr. Ainslio and Mr. llegbie as Agents to 
thevGoveruor General at Bandelcund. 
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is often fonnd to be a greater source of evil to 
the faniilies and viiliigc coininuoities who have 
suffered than the robbers and rntirderers them- 
selves; for fl»e probability is always in favor of 
the criminals being released, however notorious 
their character and guilt to wreak their ven- 
geance upon them at their leisure, after the 
innocent and tlie sufferers have been ruined by 
the loss of time and labour wasted in attendance 
upon the Courts to giv<i unavailing evidence. 

33. It is a maxim with these assassins that 
“dead men tell no tales,” and upon this maxifu 
tliey invariably act. They permit no living 
witness to their crirncs to escape, and therefore 
never attempt, the murder of any ])arty until 
they can feel secure of being able to murder the 
wJiole. They will travel with a, party of imsus- 
pecting travellers for davs, and even weeks 
together, eat with them, sleep with them, atteud 
divine worship Avith them at the holy shrines on 
the road, and live w ith them in the elosost terms 
of intimacy till they find time and place suitable 
for the murder of the wliole. Having in the 
course of ages matured a sysU.'m by wliicb the 
attainment of any otiicr direct evidence to their 
guilt is rendered almost impossible, they bind 
each other to secresy by the most sacred oaths 
that their superstition can afford ; and such 
associations never <lesire from any government a 
clearer license to their merciless depredations 
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than a copy of the rule, “ that the testimony of 
“ any number of confessing prisoners shall not 
“ be considered a sufficient ground to authorize 
“ the detention of their associates for if the 
confessing prisoners esca]je the laws of the 
country, they are {)ut to death by the laws of 
the association. To suppress associations of tliis 
kind in such a country and such a society as. 
those of India, a departure from rules like these, 
however suitable to ordinary times and circum- 
stances, and to a more advanced and a more 
rational system of society, be<’,omcs indi.spensa- 
bly necessary ; and as they have matunjd their 
system to deprive all govormuents of every other 
kiiul of ilirect evidence to their guilt but the te.sti- 
mony of their a.ssociates, it beliovts; all Gf)vern- 
ments, in order to relicvt; society from so intoler- 
able an evil, to mature another by which their 
testimonies shall be rendered efieetiiul for their 
conviction without endangering the safety of the 
innocent.* ** This I hojie has now been done, but 

• In the view Lere given of the system, and of the inade- 
qnacy of the ordinary tribunals, utidur the ordinary rules of 
procedure, to suppress it, I Imvc no doubt that every sensible 
Alagistratc in India will eoiticidc. The very able Magistrate of 
Chittoor ill his letter of the 0th December IBOO, states para.' 
11th, It is only necessary to consider the habits of the 
Faseegars to ho convinced of the extreme difliculty of disco- 

** leering and convicting them, a>id hnw inadequate the ordinary 
measures of police and the operation of the present laws are 
for effecting those objects. Thcsccneof their crimes is always 
** out of their own district, and seldom within thirty miles of 
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it can never be rendered so perfect as not to 
depend in some measure upon the personal 
character of the officers entrusted with its super- 
intendence. There is no duty which rerpiires 
higher qualifications for its proper discharge ; 
and if these qualifications be not considered a 


“ thoir usual places of abode : they arc sometimes absent 
“ from their homes for several months together, ami take 
journeys of many hundred miles : their victims arc gene- 
** rally Travellers with whose circumstances they become 
** acquainted at public choultries : they frequently change 
** their names and sometimes go by several naniesi the better 
“ to prevent detection : they murder their victims at a dis- 
** tance from towns or large, \illages, in public roads leading 
through jungles, or uncultivated land in which they bnry 
(heir bodies: they sometimes take with them some of their 
** children (boys under twelve years of age) the less to attract 
“ notice and suspicion ; the head man of the gang sometimes 
rides on a horse, and they Jiave generally with them some 
** Bullocks or Tattoo Ponies to carry the plundered pro- 
“ perty; and by those means they more readily pass for 
** merchants, the character they frequently assume. A gang 
“ is always sufticiently numerous to allow of several persons 
belonging to it being stationed at a short distance from the 
“ places where their victims are put to death, to give alarm 
'* in case of the approach of <langer ; and they never commit 
** a robbery unaccompanied with murder : they first strangle 
their victims and then plunder them/’ 

To the causes above stated I may add the perpetual changes 
in the magistracy of districts, inseparable from our scheme of 
civil administration, which prevent any one from becoming 
well acquainted with the character and circumstances of the 
people, and from feeling any desire to be so. 
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point of parainonnt importance in the nomination 
of officers to tire department, (government will 
certainly not do its doty to the society. 

34. The trial of these people for murders 
perpetrated in the Mydrabad and Indore domi- 
nions, M’as with the consent of the Nizam and 
llolcar (iov<;rm neats, inaile over to the British 
Residents at their respective (,'oiirts, but subject 
to the revision and fund orders of the Supreme 
Government. Tliat of those charged with mur- 
rlers perpetrat'd in the Oude territory, has, with 
the consent of tin; King, been nradc over to the 
Resident at that Court. The trial of those 
charged with mui’ders perpetrated in any otlier 
territory, and beyond the limits of districts in 
which onr Regulations are in force, w^as made 
over to the (iovernor Gcuerars Agent in the 
Saugor and Nurbndda territories, avIio has since 
for the time been entrusted, for special reasons 
nssignecl hy tlu! Rcsitlent and aj)proved by 
Government, w ith the trial of those charged with 
the murders in the Ilydrabad territories also. 

35. Thugs charged with murders pcrj)etratcd 
in the districts where our Regulations are in force 
were to b<'- made ov(?r for trial to tlie regular 
tribunals ; but, Avitli the sanction of Government 
previously obtained in any particular case^ the 
venue might be changed from the Court of any 
one district to that of another, or to that of the 
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Special Cominisisioner for the whole, Mr. Stock- 
well, then C^oinmissioner of the Allahabad Divi- 
sion, who consented to nndoriakethat in addition 
to his other duties, and who condncteci, in that 
capacity, the trial of one of our most interesting 
and important cases < ommitted to him by Mr. 
Wilson. 

.30. When I first undertook tlic duty of super- 
intending tht! oj)cratiou fitr the arrest of these 
gangs, and of collecting the (‘videnco; for the <'ascs 
in w'hich they Avere to be committed lor trial, the 
mo.st laborious and painful that 1 have ever per- 
formed, T, liail the civil charge of the district of 
.lid)ulpore on th<.^ .Vnrbxidda riv<'r. As that of 
Saugor was more central, and consequeully more 
eligible, 1 was in January lJt.31 transferred to the 
civil charge of that <listrict during the absence of 
Mr. C. J'>aser on sick leave to the hill.s. On his 
return in January he resumed charge of the 
revenue and civil duties, and left mo the criminal, 
which T continued to discharge till Janiiarv 103.!>, 
while Captain Low continued to oliiciatc for me 
in the civil charge of the Jahidp«jre district. By 
the rtisolution of Govemment of the 10th January 
] 8.3.5 iriy head-quarters Avere transferred l)ack 
to Jubulpore ; and having tho general superin- 
teudemee of all proceedings preliminary to trial 
oA’’er the 'wholo field of our operations, which 
had now extended from I..iihore to the Carnatic, 

I was relieved from every other charge. 


11 
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37. In May 1832 Captain Reynol<ls was ap- 
pointed to superintend our operations south of 
the Niirhudda.* In September 1832 Mr. AVil- 
sou was appointed to sujjcrintend those between 
tlie Ganges and the Jumna ;t and in February 
1833, Mr. McLeod was appointed to superintend 
tliose in liajpootana, Malwa, and tiie Delhi ter- 
ritories and three otlicers with higher quali- 
ficatiojis, for the very delicate and responsible 
duty in their I’espective spheres of action could 
not, 1 believe, have been any wliere found. 

On the lOlh of January 1835 Lieutenant 
Briggs, a very active arul intelligent office)', was 
appointed to succeed Mr. Mcl^eod in Malwa and 
Rajpootana, and Lieutoiant Elwall, an officer 
ccpially well <iualiticd, was appointed to assist 
Captain Reynolds south of tlie Nitrhndda; and 
Captain Patou, Assistant (o the Resident at the 
Court of Lnckmnv, was withdrawn fi'orn the 
general duties of the Residency that he might 
afford his valuahlo aid excJnsively to this 
department in Onde. 

38. In Marcl) 18.31 a tnman or company of 
Nujeebs^ was added to the Juhulporc local police 

^ 12|liMay 1832. f 14 th Sep. -1832. 1 21 st Feb. 1833. 

§ 10th March 18*35, 1 Totuandar 30; 1 Naeb ditto 15; 
3 iDufadars 80 ; 85 Nujeebsi 425; 1 Motsudee iO; I 
Bebishtee 4. 
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corps, exclusively for employment niuler me in 
this duty; and in April another company was 
sidded to the same corps fo)‘ emj)loyment under 
Captain Reynolds, south of the Nurhudda.* The 
officer commanding the Saugor Division, Bri- 
gadier General O'Jlallonm, anxious to afford his 
aid in promoting the success of an undertaking 
of so much importance to the society of India 
generally and to the native army in particular, 
had given me the services of a (hdachment, 
under tlie command of an excellent native 
officer Rustuin Khan,| in Biindleciiiid ; and Bri- 
gadier General Sinilh, siiu’e he .sue.eet.'ded to the 
eommand, has hceu equally anxious to afford 
his aid on all proper occasions. In July 
when our iiicans had become inadequate for the 
vast field over which our operations extended, 
Messieurs Wilson and McLeod were, under 


* 27 til Aftril 103-3, of tlio samo strc/Hgth as ahovo. 

By retaining charge of tlie criminal department ;it 
Saugor, 1 had the assistaticf. of Uie district p;»!ice for onr 
operations; and that ui'u Itisalah (troop) of (^^pt^lill now 
Major i). Smyth’s excellent corps of local horse, to whosr^ 
exertions I feci inyaelf greatly indehted. 

t Rustum Khan, Suhahdar Major of tho 71st Regiment 
Native Infantry, was afterw^ards sent by nio to assist Captain 
Patou in Oude, where hb services iiave been again emincniiy 
useful. 
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instiaictions from Government,* allowed by the 
otiicers commanding the Divisions in wliich they 
were ejuployed eaoli a ilotachmcnt of forty regu- 
lar sipahc.es under a native commissioned officer, 
and twenty troopers from the corps of local 
horse under a Diifadar. 

3h. Knowing how many of their comrades 
used annually to be murdered by these; assas- 
sins on their way home, to their families on 
furlough, the pursuit after them is a duty 
wliich these regular sipahees very cheerfully 
p(!rfonn, and are indet;d extremely proud of; 
and as the knowledge wliieh tliey acquire 
in the course of its ilischarge of tlieir mode 
of inveigling and destroying travellers is coin- 
jnuuicatod to all the men of their regiments 
W'hen they rejoin, their emjiloymeut on this 
has been unquestionably and will continue to be 
of great advantage to the wJiole native army. 

40. Thus far our highest political func- 
tionaries have Jvtfor<U;d their aid in the arrest 
and the trial of these criminals cheerfully and 
gratuitously. Golorud Stewart, Mr. Wellesley, 
Mr. 'Martin and Mr. Bax successively at 

* 49 Sipalices under a native Commissioned Officer ; 20 
Sowars under a Diifadar for each of those two gcntlomeu. 
See proceedings ot* Ihe Governor General in Council^ 2bth 
June lUaO. 
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Indore, f'olonel Stewart again atllydrabad, and 
Mr. F. C. Suiitli in the more laborious oflicc of 
the Saiigor and ^Nurbudda Ageney ; and proud 
indeed might any man feel, however exalted 
his station, to be al)h; to eontribnte his aid to 
the great work of j*elieviug a society of one 
hundred millions of his fellow ereatixrcs from an 
evil so great, and s«i *rahailatetl from its charac- 
ter, and that of the deluded people among 
whom it has falhai to penetrate and poison 
every source of conlidencc and seenrity bet ween 
man and man. 

41, Among the pco|>le of India tdmost every 
man is married as soon us lie has attained the 
proper age, and bis parents cauail'ovd tbetrxpenses 
of the niiirriage ceremonies, 'flic younger sons of 
poor hilt respectable I'amilitJS seek ('inployincnt 
in distant public establishments. Civil or Mili- 
tary, while their wives and children remain 
united with, the iainily under the care of their 
father or their elder brother, and the lies of 
duty and affection hetwocu them and their 
parents are never broken or impaired by any 
length of absence, or any new interests or con- 
nexions. During their abstmeo these sons sub- 
j<;ct theiu-selves to all kiiuLs of privations in 
order that they may be abh^ to send home the 
largest possible share of their incomes ; and 
derive their greatest happiness from the hope 
returning occasionally and enjoying for short 
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and distant intervals, tlie society of their fami- 
lies tlms united and bound together by ties so 
amiable. If any die their widows and children 
still remain witJi the fi\iiiily, and are maintained 
by the survivors ; and all “delight to honor” 
the widow wlio lumors tht; memory of her 
deceased husband. It is upon such families, 
wdio are to be found in almost every town in 
India, that the evil of this system of assassina- 
tion presses most heavily*. If tlie absent mem- 
bers do not return at the time they are expected, 
others proceed in search of them ; and since I 

* J)r, Sh«nv(iO(.l in iii;^ valuable Papers written at Madras 
in 1810, obsei ve.s — 

“ While Europeans have jtmrneyed through the e\tonsi\o 
Territories subject to the Governinent of J^’ort Saint 
“ George, with a degree of sreurity no wlierc surpassed, the 
*• path of the 1\ iitive Traveller ha.s been beset with perils 
little known or suspected, into w'hit h, numbers annually 
“ falling, h«ave niysleriously disappeared, tbe victims of 
villains as subllc^ ra)Kicions, and cruel, as any who arc to 
“ be met with in the records of liunian depravity. There is 
“ uo reason to boUevc that Europeans were aware of the 
existence of such criminals as PhnmUjars^ until shortly 
“ after the eonquest of Serw^fapatam in 1700, when about 
“ hundred wore apprehended in the vicinity of Bangalore^ 
** They dhl not engage general attention, nor would itnppear 
they were snspeefod to belong to a distint class of liere-^ 
** d I tary murderers and plunderers settled in various parts 
and alike remarkafdo for the singularity of their 
*'■ practice, and the extent of their depredations. In the 
:H:?^ ycar 1807, between C/a«oor and Arcot, ^everA Phansigar* 
ijfere apprehended belonging to a gang which had just 
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undertook this duty numbers have flocked to 
me to enquire after the fate of tliosc ■whom they 
ha<l long lost. Often in jny court luivc 1 seen 
tlieui listening with unobtrusive gi’ief to a cir- 
cimistantial detail of the murder of their pai*<'iits, 
brothers or children from the niouLlis of tliese 
cold-blooded and merciless assMssius, wliile the 
tears stoh; down their elmoks ; and taking from 
my stores of recovered jiroperty some sa<l token 
in anus, dross, or ornaments, of the melancholy 
truth to take home to the. Avidows and children 
of tlie murdered, avIio miglit otherwise doubt 
their talc of sorro'W, and entertain soni(> linger- 
ing but unavailing bope of their return.’*'' 


42. Should it be thought necessary I may 
perhaps ben-after give a more connected history 
of the system atul ol’ our operations of its sup- 


with hooty froinimexpctUtitin to Travancore^ 
“ iiiitl information wn.s then obtainetl, which ultimately led 
to the (levclopement of the huhits and coiubiiiatitms of 
‘‘ these atrocious ilelim[UcnU.” 

* In January lt?:31 , a small gang was arrested and hrouglit 
in to me at Saugor, One of the approvers, in deposing to the 
identity of one, mentioned that he had then on him unaltered 
the vest which tliey had taken some lime before from Pur- 
tapa, a man whom they bad inurtlen?d with his friend at the 
Gola pass, on their way from Indore to Bhopaul. 1 bud it 
taken oir and sent immediately by the letter dawk to tho 
Kesident at Indore, Mr. Wellesley. M e was absent, but^' 
Captain Johnstone, the Assistant Resident, made the reqni*. 
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prcssioii, but foj‘ the present 1 can only offer, in 
addition to the above observations, the almost 

site enquiries and son! me llie result. The reader may Pind it 
interesting;. In the early stageof our proceedings such occur- 
rences were very coniiuon. 

Indore, *2r/ Fehntury lOai. 

Tlumcerchiind, Merchant of Indore, being called into 
court, gives the follow ing statement : 

“ On Sunday the 1 0th of tlicmonth of Poos, Smnlmt 1000, 
('iOtli Docemhor 10*20.) my hrotlnu* Piirtapn ami my wife's 
hrolljcr SooLlulI, proceeded towards Sehore with a tattoo, 
“ on which was loaded about 100 Kiipev's worth of Knglish 
'' C'hintz, Mushroo, Xo. They also carried wilh them lO'j 
lialee rupees in cash : and about Do rupees of gold 
** ami gold ornaments. Not having received any intelii- 
genoc of them for days after their deparlurc, I 

“ became anxious about their safety and lured a man 
** to go to Sehore and make enquiries of my correspondents 
“ ihero. 1 ascertained that they had never reached that place. 
“ About three months afterwards my younger hrotlier Huzisraj, 
“ went in quest of information, and found tracesof Purtapa and 
“ Sooklall, liaving betui murdered near the Gola pass^a short 
*' distance beyond Tuppa.* 

** Quest iorio — Do you recollect the Vngurka which your 
brother Purtapa wore when ho left ludore? 

“ Ajtmcr^ — Yes, it was made of Europe chiui/, and lined 
** wilh blue cotton.” 

The Ungurka sent by Captain Slcer.irin, which correspond- 
ed wdth the above description, was shewn to the witness who 
iramedietely recognized it, and was so much atfected as 

* Tuppa, half way betwern Ashu and K»jpo(»Knr, and a coss pucka 
tbia Aide of Acnla. One ^oiog from Aslila descends the Ghat about a 
pucka cos» before he reaches Tuppa. 
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literal translation of some convei>iations I have 
had with the appi’overs in revising the vocabulary 
of their peculiar dialect for the last < itue. These 
conversatiojis were often carried on in (ho presence 


scarcely to Ijc a!))6 to speat. lie look lioKl of Hu, Iwistcd 
silk cords jitfiiclictl to the rugiirka and said he had liimseh* 
purchased them lor his brother, 

llunsraj, lu-othcr of the prcccilin-,^ witness, being calleil, 
deposes as follows : — 


“I rehirnid to I niloir from llutlam about ill roo monllis 
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alter luy hrotiier Purtapa was ipissiiig, and then proceeded 
towards SeJiore for tbe purpose of riupiiring after Jiis fato. 
r aseertainod that iie and my relation Sootlall hail slopped 
the li;st iiighl after leaving Indore at Ake> poor, anti tho 
second at Ihvpiia. I found (hoy had loft i’coplia on tiio 
morning ot tlie third duy, hut I could trace them no furtiier. 
In till, course of my on-iuiries at 'I'uppa, I was informed hy 
a lliinya Ihal the bodies of some persons bad been found 
about three months proviondy near the Gola pass, about two 
coss to the eastward of the town. He said that a hoy, the 
son ol a (;humar bidonging to Tnppa, observed a number of 
jackals and vulliires near the pass, and Jtad gone there in 
fispectalion of iinding some dead animal and gelling its skin. 
On reaching the spot, however, be found the hmlios of two 


“ men which had been buried under a heap of stones so ira- 
“ pcrlcelly that the wild boasts had afterwards dragged them 
“ out and almost onlirciy devoured Uicm. I’he boy gave nolieo 
to the villagers, who went to tlie puss and buried the 
“ remains of the bodies. On hearing this account, 1 went to 
“ tho Gobi pass in company with tJic lJunya who pointed out 
*■ the spot w here tlie bodies had been found. A large stone 
which lay near the place bad some marks of blood upon it, 
“ and on reniov ing it I found a shoe, which I at once recogl 
“ nized as having belonged to my brother, and I wept 


1 
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of diflercnt European gentlemen who happened 
to call in, and as they seeraed to feel a good 
deal of interest iu list(;ning to them, I thought 
others might possibly feel the same iu reading 
them if committed to paper ; and from that time 
I, for seve.ral days, put down tb.e eonversulions 
as they took ])1ace in the present form. They 
form the first number of the Ayipcndix, and will 
be found immediately aftcT the Vocabulary. 

W. If. SLEEMAX, 

Gi'til, for Iho Sniqfirman 

ff I'tii/rf .Issoviafionff, 

fiend- Quarters, 1 

Jnfmlpore, iMh 103u. S 

** bitterly. 1 took the wlioe to liitbire where it was idetiliiitid 
“ by tiic family, and as we bad no doubt ibai our relations had 
** been murdered, wc performed their funeral rites according 
** to the nistoms of our sect/’ 

'I he Uiigarka st?nt by Captain .Sleeman was shown to the 
M'itnoss, but he said it had lieeii made up w^hilc ho was at 
Itiitlam, and that he had not seen it heiore. 

(Signed) V. JOHNSTONE, 

Assist, to the Resident, 

The lad who had on the vest was tlie son of Kaleeau Sinsr, 
Jemadar of 1'hugs, and now approver. 11c got it in a present 
from his line le Dureean, and rather than alter so pretty a 
garment he ran the risk of wearing it till he was taken. 

\V, II. S. 
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Aulae — A TliUff, in fonfradistiiulion io IJeotoo, any 
person not a Thai;’. Wlien Thugs wish to ascertain whe- 
ther tho porsuiis they meet are Thugs or not, they accost 
them with Khutt SahiWf^ iT Miisnliiians ; ami 

Au(ae Ram Ram,'* if liindoo. This to any one 

hilt aTluig would seem (ho common salutation of peace 
to tlieo, frieml/' hsit it woultl iie instanlly rccoguizetl by a 
Thug. Any man that shuulil reply in the saino mainior 
would 1)0 sale. 

Adhoreea — Any person who has separated himself 
from a parly whom Iho Thugs have niurdoied or intend to 
miirder, and thereby cncapod thoiii. 

Av ho lo Chtpcc Chulo — ‘‘ I f you are come, [jray de- 
scend.” Tile pill aso most commonly usimI as the JJdrime 
or signal for putting people to dv^ath, wdien every thing 
has been prepared for tho purpose. 

Aijaace — A Tin ban. A Thug never moves out with- 
out hi» turban, except in Bengal perhaps, [f a turban 
is set on lire, it threatens great evil, and the gang must, 
if near home, return, and wait seven days; if at a dis- 
tance, an oHering of goor is made, and the individual 
to whom the turban belonged, alone returns home. If 
the turban fails oif it is an omen almost as bad, and rcipiires 
the same sacrifices. 

Afjasee — Is also the term given for the cry of the kite. 
Heard in the day time/ it is of little importance, and inter- 
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prolt;'J acconling* to their rules for the Thibaoo and the 
Pllfiitoox but heard diirijig* the Kootvh, or interval 
between the lirst watch ami da\ break, it is called the 
Koolnh Afjasee, a drcatifid onie-n. If in (^anip, they get 
up and fly immediately, leaving untouched any ])erson they 
may have inveigled, however wealthy. If they hear it 
after dark, init before the end of llie lirst watch, they are 
not alarmed, as they consider the threatened evil to pass 
away in their sloop ^ literally the ‘"omen gets smTocated 
under their sides as they turn in their sleep.” It is ILc 
same with almost all bad omens that take place between 
evening and the end of the first watch. 

yJrt/i//— Among the Duckuu Thugs, is the same as 
Adhtraea among those of lliiidoostan. 

Af/ureea — Desccuidauts of the M'hugs, who, after ihoir 
expulsion from Dclliie, resided for a time in the <listrict 
of Agra, and tlieucv* sproad over India: in contra<listinc- 
tiun to those who wont to dilferont parts of India without 
resting at Agra. The Bnhiee7ns and Tmuhis, two of the 
seven original clans of Musulman Thugs, did not rest 
at Agra; and they are e.vclmled. 'rbeir tradition is, 
that one of the ranperors of the house of Oouree expel- 
led tliom all frojn 5)elhlt‘, after the iuurder of a Chcyla, 
or slave of his, who had boon long in leiigue with them, 
bat was murdered in consoqueuco of a throat to betray 
them, made with a view to extort mure money than 
they thought reasonable. The Emperor had them all 
marked on the posteriori with the stamp of the copper 
coin of the Empire, 

Ansootore — liitcrally, “tear drops.’' Any sliower ofraia 
that falls before or after the four usual months of Jane, 
July, August and September. If it falls during the first 
day and night after entering on an expedition the gang 
fna$t retum, and open it anew. It is always a bad 
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omen, ami requires some sacrifices. See also Rukutbon- 
dee, or blood dropping. The .Dui ktui Thugs call this 
sIio\¥^cr Koo\ 

Ar^asca iu^cr - 'Verm among the Duokiin Thugs for 
thunder. IT it thunders while opening an expedition, 
and heavy rain I'alLs, it is of no imporlancc. If 111 tie or 
no rain tails the uinon is had, and they luiist suspend 
operations : after the expedition has been opened it is of 
no importance. 

Antura — One lh{in.sand of any thing. 

AwkJuir^Xny pfirsoii maimed or deprived of tbe use 
of his limbs. In tiiis scuise it is peculiar to Dm kuii Thugs. 
Among llindoostauees it signifies auy ba<l onion. If 
they meet with such a maimed person on the road, the 
first day after they enter on an expedition, the gang must 
return, and open it anew. They never kill such tiianuod 
persons. Tliere imv (? been iiHlances of it, but tliey aro 
ail supposed to Ijuvo been followed by great calamities. 
Si?e the case of jN'a'.vnI Sing Jemadar, inurderejd at 
Eiso ynce — A p pen J i x . 

Anhuf — Any metallic cieusil for eating, drinking, or 
coo.king. 

Anjiina or Anjnihna — To sleep or puss tlie nighL 

Aeuiha — Silver money. 

Asifijhap — A term used hy the Thugs of the Dju kua 
for Re/ma, or u teiiiporary burial of bodies. 

Ardjiitl — Any bad omen; the .same as TiiiurinL Ilotli 
terms are conliued to Dnckini Thugs, 

liaimeel — Tdie author of one of the throe Raijicu^.ns 
(or histories of the rape; of the wifi; of Ha/n, one 

of the incarnations «if VUhuoo) which after its auiiior is 
called the Balmeek Riunaou. Tlie Thugs considj^r 
meek to have been of their profession ; but, thougli they 
3!5juote his name with revercnco, they do not, 1 believe, 
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invoke it in their oflorings and sacriliGCS, A skeloU of 
liis lilt) is given in each of llie three Ramaens. Uis lunne 
was Dqjadh,tin, and lie is said to have been a Drahmin by 
birth ; to have been born at Kunoje in the latter end of 
the Snijoog, or golden age; to have lost his parents when 
ho was five years of age, and soon after to have joined 
some gangs of Bhecl robbers, who, armed with bows and 
arrows, infested the roads about Cliutterkole ; to iivive 
married one of tlieir daughters, und to have become the 
most noted robber and murderer of his day. From this 
course of life he is said to have been reclaimed by a 
miracle. Seven colelirated saints, at their holy place of 
abode, learned by inspiration that a nraiirniti was thus 
disgracefully employed, and proceeded to the place to 
admonish him. ]fe saw 1 hem approach, and us usual 
bent his bow, and demanded (heir money or their lives. 

AV'liy do you, a Brahmin by birtli, follow this horrible 
** trade, and rob and murder innoceul travellers “ I have 
a wife and children whom 1 love, on lluj top of yonder 
hill ; they want food, and I must provide it for Ihem.*^ 
“ Go and ask those you love, and for whom you provide 
“ food by the murder of innocent men, wlielber they are 
“ willing to share with you in the ciimes as well as in the 
fruits.*’ And in the mean time yon will make off. Many 
a traveller has tried to escape me by similar tricks, but 
“ I am not to be deceived.** ‘‘ Wc swear to remain till you 
'‘^return.*’ He went to ins wife and children and asked 
the nuestions. They told him that, they shared in what 
he brought to iheru, but he must be alone answer^ 
able for the means by which ho acquired it. He returned 
to the saints, with a contrite heart, and implored their 
itistruclions. They told ht*ik to tarry where he stood till 
they should return, and continue t6 repeat tho words, 
Mura^ Mur Mar dead, dead, dead, which was 
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familiar tobim; k no win jf that ho would in time convert it 
into llam. Ram, Ram, God, God, God ; and thinking' 
that Iiis soul not yet fitted to repeat the holy name, 
lie soon made iho exptjcled change, and conlinued to 
repeat Ram, Ram, Ram, for twelve thousand years, 
when the seven saints returned, ^iolhing but the hones 
remained, but they were erect, and repeating the h<»Iy 
name of Ranu White ants had built their hii) over them, 
but. on hearing their voice the skeleton assumed a form of 
Godlike beauty, and burst forth, as it Ls said, like the sun 
from behind a dark elond. lie became a man after God's 
own heart, and wrote his Kamacn by inspiration. Baim&e 
signifies ant hill, and the k afiixed signifies horn of, and 
his name was changed from DnjndUtni to llnlm<\rlc, 

Bajf'cd — Safe, iVee from danger. When the Thugs 
have gut llieir victims at tlie place where they intend 
to murder them, if llie spies placed around^' ave all 
clear, they call out one of the following names, 
and the work of murder goes on, Bajpfid or B(fJ<ted 
Khan, Deo or Dtonuni, or Deasetju. If the spies 
see a stranger approach and a[iprchend danger, they 
call out Sheikh h e, or Sheikh Mahnmmud, or Lnehmun, 
or Lnch/nnu Siti^, or Lnchee Ram, or Ounr/a Ram, and 
the Thugs suspend operations. When one part of the 
gang advances^ with the travellers they intend to kill, 
and on the road meets other travellers, whom the party 
in the rear may conveniently murder, they toll them to 
hid their friends Bajced or Bajeed Khan, and JJeo, or 
Deoman, or Dp.o Shif/, to make haste and overtake them. 
As soon as the gang' hehiud hear this message they 
may fall upon and murder them, understanding by the 
signal that in advance the road is ch^ar. 

Baee or Duia^e — A frequented road. 

Bae hojana—T!o become public ( viz. the bodies of 
victims or other traces of their proceedings. 
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ISydJia^A man who has lost a limb or any inmbor of 
Lis body. If they meet such a person daring the first 
day of their expodilioii it is a J)ad omcii, and requircvS 
sacrifices. Also any Uiing iiniiecoming the cast or 
conitilion of (he person, aud likely to lead to suspicion 
and danger. They seldom murder any person wlio has 
lost a limb, and attribute much of our siicccvss agai)jst 
Ibem on the Nerbudda river, to the nnirder of Newal 
Sing, Nvlio bud lost an anri, and his fauiily at Bisey- 
i»oo, in 18*20. See iiiseyneo case 8ai!gor Sessions of 

Ihif/h -.naffde if fi — Same as P/i:}ohIyna, parob? ijf ren- 
dezvous or ineotiiig. 

Iiaynrvca~A class of Thugs who reside cbieily about 
Sooper, iu tho t.walior territories, 'j’hey ar*,; called ;rl:so 
KJiokliuraaas, ami have followed tlio trade .‘si-verul gene- 
rations, since (heir iriterniarriage with the oniigraut 
Thugs from Delbie tbiMugb Agra, or Aifurevm. 

Jioffuma — An old garnicut. 

Uayjana — I'o Ijccouic aware of the designs of the 
Thugs upon one. 

.iitiffna — 'J'be same. 

fid} u net — A gnu. 

Bojfhd — The Thug who take Iho bodies of the mur- 
dered person to the grave. 

liojhae — The oflice of the Ibyha. 

finkoic — A. strangler same ixs JSharlofe, 

Ihtkji — Tho word made use of by the Thugs when 
oalliug to each other to assemble after having been sepa- 
rated by accident or design, fitikjt, Bukji, Bukji, or 
come, come, come. 

Bahleeni — One of the seven original Thug clans. 
There arc scarcely auy of this cbm to be found iiorlli of 
the Nerhuddu. 

Beyl — The place chosen for burying the victims. 
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Term among: the Thug's of Behor and Bengal 
for a share of the spoil. From every booty they first set 
aside ton per cent, for the leaders, and five for the strang- 
lers, however few or many; the rv'maiatior is divided into 
Baeghns^ or shares. Their proportions arc 1/2 for jema- 
dar or leader — 1.14 fora man who has attained the rank 
of strangler — 1 for a person who has not attained that 
rank. 

liaelha — A groat onemy of Thngs : also a leper, or 
man deprived of his nose or ear ; or asiy person much 
emaciated by sickiu's.s. 

B<'eiffl(V^A. dog.. Term pecnlJar to the Jimaldvhec^ 
fjixUiliU and MoUaa Thugs of llehar and Bengal. 

Bjjnrdreea — The spy or se?nif. Term used l>y Iho Him* 
/i(ws, or river Tlmgs, the J umaliUho.ea^ Loda/ias, and 
MoiveriH for TUhtu 

Jhfktird * act as a spy or scout — or Bj/Jeuree 

th.ui JutUt'' to look out, 

Bcf/i,i}:r , — The person who elioosos the place for mur- 
dering. 

Bv ffIhf:C. — Tl»e oHIce of choosing the place. 

Ihid Crain , — Term peculiar to Dnekun Tlnigs. 

Blia/ra or B/taJoo. — The call of the jackal. There arc 
three kind of calls from which the Thugs draw omens. 
The Bnaleef which tlicy also cull Burhoftfie, is the call of 
one jackal. The second is the general clamour of jackals, 
which people call their lamentation. This the Thugs call 
Baurevn. The third, the Ekareea, or short call of a 
jackal, in which he seems to ho cut short after an effort 
or two. Any ono of tlicse calls heard during the day 
threatens great evil, and tlio gang quits the country 
in which they hear it, leaving untouched any persons 
they have rtfyeigled, howex^r wealthy. TIjo Ekareea 
is bad either by night or by day. The other two calls, 

• K. 
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when licani l>y night on opening flie expedition, are 
inlorprefed according to the ordinary rules fur the Tkibaoo 
and Pilhaoo. 

B'tlem. — A brass cup ; technically a place for murder- 
ing or burying the victims. 

JiUcea McntJtinn, — Literally, to clean the brass cup. To 
chooio the place for murder. 

liilffuree . — An extensive jungle or waste, very conve- 
nient for the purpose <il‘ murder, 

Wiimjodha — The bird Chirrah Q. V, peculiar to some 
classes of Thugs. 

timie.R — BloorL * 

liupan (iexdee Sonn Lpedee — A proverb of tbo Thugs, 
“ A jackal crossing from right to left brings gold.” If a 
jackal crosses I he path of the Thug from the? right to the 
left it promises good fortune. I f from loft to riglit bad. 

Biinfjoo — The river riiiig of Bengal. These men live 
chielly in the district of Bliurdwan, on the banks of the 
Hoogly river. They move up and down the Ganges 
during the months of November, December, Januarv, and 
February, always pretending to be going to or coming from 
holy places, such as Biinares, Allahabad, kc. They 
inveigle people on board their br»ats, strangle lliem, and 
throw them into the river, having broken tlieir spines to 
prevent the chance of their recovering. The leader of 
the gang has commonly his own boat, hut he sometimes 
hires it for the season, and the owner of the boat gets the 
share of one mao. The boats Irave a hole on each side 
through which they throw llie bodies into the Tiver; 
but they never, stab or cut them, lest there should be 
signs of blood in the water to attract the attention of 
people in the boats by wbt-di they float on their way 
down the river. This class of Thugs is very numerous— 
from two to three hundred. 
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Bhans To steal ov defraud each other iu the 

division of bf»oty ; peculiar to Diickun Thugs ; same as 
Kooikitrnit aniong Ilindoostaii Tliugs. 

- -Calling of the kite while lining. It is a had 
omen. If llu'v see the diing of a kite falling in Ihe air, 
it is considered to promise a valuable white booty, in 
silver or cloth. 

Hhuhrec. — A s word . 

liiiuho — A Ifindoo. 

Bunasna or Bunas Jana — To lose any tiling, but par- 
ticularly the road* 

/>b^n.7- -Lilerally merchandize or goods ; technically a 
traveller or any oilier person whom liie Thugs consider 
worth murdering. lie is their stock in liade. 

Bu/ffj to load the goods ; techni- 

cally, to ujunler the travellers. 

linnjarvr — Veal. If a cat comes to them at their 
lodgings ill night it promises good fortune. 

Buiujur — A U'hug term peculiar to .Ducknn Thugs. 

Bunaana- slain with blood a cloth or any olhcr 
thing. 

Bunar — Same as Baee, Bad nows, untoward <li.sco- 
very of tlio Tliugs proceedings: also a road become 
unsafe for Thugs. 

Bhnrlolr — A slraiiglor. 

Bhtir(o/vf ' — The ollicc or duty of strangler. Thugs 
seldom attain this rank or otrice till they have been on 
many expeditions, and ac(|uired the ro(|uisilc coinage or 
insinKsihilify l*y slow degrees. At first tli(?y are almost 
always shocked and frightened ; but after a lime they say 
they lose all sympathy witli the victims. A Tlmg leader, 
of most puliobeil manners and great eloquence, being ask- 
ed one day iti my presence by a native gentleman, whether 
he never fell compunction in inurdering innucont people, 



rcpIioJ with a srnilo, Does any man foel compnnction iu 
lollnwiii^ Ills traile : an<l aro not all our tratics assigned 
us hy providenca.” The native geiilleinan said/* How 
'‘immy people have ytu in the eonrse of your liTo killed 
" with your own hands at a nmgli guess “ 1 have kill- 
eJ none ! IIiiv<3 you not been just describing to me a 
number of murders ** Yes ; but, do yo»i suppose I could 
“ have committed them. Is any mau killed from man’s 
“ killing J Adnifui he marnc. s,? hoe vvirta. Is it not 
** the band of (lod tiiat kills liiin { and are wo not mere 
** instruments in the hand of God T’ They are first em- 
ployed as scouts ; thou as sextons; then as sltnmsems or 
holders of hands ; and lastly as B/ntr fates. When a man 
feels that he has suiri(dcnt courage and insensibility for 
the piirpos(% Imj solicits the oldest and most rcnowiu-d 
Timg of the gang to make him his vheijlny or tliseiple. Th(3 
'J'hiig agrees to beccune Ids r/ooroof or spiritual preceptor 
and when the gang falls in with a man of respectability l>ut 
itoimucb strength, filled for the purpose, he tells the gooroo 
that h<3 is propun'd, with itis permission, to try his hands 
upon him. V/hilo the traveller is asleep with tho gang 
at their qaai iors, the gooroo tr.kes his disciple into a 
ncighhouring field fulbiWi-d by tliree or fouro!*! momhers 
of the gang. On reaching the spot chosen, they ail face 
to the direction the gang inti nd.s to mu»\ e, and the gooroo 
says, ** Oh Kahe, Ktinhal.'e, Bfmdhahe, Oh Kafee, Ma- 
** hahulce, Cakatla Walee,^^ If it seemeth to thee fit that 

♦ TheTlju*ys,and I unUcrstaml all utlierilindoufl, beliove Kalee to liavo 
lir»t appearcMl upon tlie earth <11 CalviUtH. They believe also that after 
she had, throui^h the ineans of the Thii^s created hy her for the special 
purpose, destroyed the great Deiiiou “ Iluicnl becj duna'* at Bindachul, 
ou the castefn extremity of tho Vind: y*K range, she carried the bmiy to 
Calcutta and there buried it where her temple now statula. That place 
they consider to be her favorite scat where she icork^ more miracles than 
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the traveller now at our lodging should die by the hands 
•‘of Ihislhy slave, vouchsafe us the Tiubamr If they 
get the auspice on the right withiu a certain time (half an 

iu all the rest of ludia. They have got a notiou that iu Cntcntta even 
the Christifins attend her worship, and make offeriDgs to her teniph* ; and 
I believe the |iriestf> have always aciually fo.ulo offi-riiigs tn her iznuge on 
great orcaaions in the naino of the ilorrble (lompaay out of the routs of 
the laud with which (iovermnout has cudow'ecl the temple. European 
(Gentlemen and Ludii?>a fr -ipjonljy attend the naiUches and feasts of her 
great days in tho Vtn-^a i^ooju ; and as tlscse feasts arc; part of the 
religious eereynonios, this innocent curiosity is very liLble to he miscon- 
strued by people at a disliinee from the scene, riiid should not Ihcrofore 
bo iinhdgod. Tho Hindoos hove a verse which they often repjcat in their 
iuvora lions. “ K*tki‘ ! VnUnUa loikc ! Lm bui:h:iu 7ia junx ii/cf/tt'. Oh 
“ hukc^ great goddess rf Cakulkiy mnij th:j pvtmisc never 0<: made in 
** rain” Sho is said to deliglit »u the name of Kuitkclrr, <»r man-eater, 
and to be always drinMiig (he bh>od of men and of Demons. The lerni 
means, I belie ve^ t)ic same thing us KunhaOn, They all believe Kaloe to 
hav« been oxtremoly Ijlae!:, and to have had featmes so lerrilieally hide- 
ous that no mortal man could dare to look upon Iheui. 

When Kaleo or I'arbultee appears in compauy with her husband, Siwa 
or Mahadeo, she is represented as beautiful and fair, and i.^i commonly 
railed Otmrvc^ or Ihv fah\ It was only when she came to destroy de- 
mons, or ns the Goddess of war, that siie is supposed to have put on 
these hideous sliapos. Tii a beautiful piece of sculpture at Keragur oil 
tho Ncrbiidda river, she is represented as scateU on a Hull behind her 
biiKband, whose dress and ornaments are, as usual, composed of sn.ikes, 
very gracefully twi.sted and suspended around him. Tins piece ofaeulp- 
turc is called faimm? •S'AuN/cur. after her name Go/, Civ, and tliul of Ma- 
haduo, Shunliur; and it is so much superior to u?iy ollr.^r they are uccus-t 
tomed to sec, that the people, from the most learned to tlic most unlet- 
tered, implicitly believe that the (iml and Goddeaa cauio here, nioiiided 
as they now are, on a visit to the NurbmhlH, from the ruountuin lihjias^ 
and got their eartidy parts turned into stone as a memorial of their visit, 
and will some day resume them. 

The whole is cut out of one block of lava from a dyke in the rnarblo 
rooks through which the Nurbudda flows beneath the temple which is 
consecrated to them. The wall of the court in which the temple stands 
is lined all round by the statnes of some three score Joftnies, or petty 
goddesses, who attend upon I’arbuttee, about the si/e of life, cut out of 



honr). it sipnilins her sanction ; but if they have no sign, 
or the dhiUtafio, (or sign on the left) some other Thug 
must put the traveller to death, and the candidate for 
honor wait lor another lime. 

-Dr/ re //.V sanction having been convoyed in XheThihaoUi 
they return to their quarters, anti the (/oaroo takes a hand- 
kerchief, and, facing lo the west, ties the knot in one end 
of it with a rnpee or other piece of silver inserted. This 
knot they call the Coor Ohaiy or classic knvl, and no man 
who has not been thus ordained by the high priest, is 
permitted to tie it. Sn' Gojr Ghat, The distipio re- 
ceives it respectfully from Iho high priest in bis right 
Land, and stands over the victim, with a shumseea, or 
holder of hands, by his side. Tiie travellers is roused on 
some pretence or other, and the disciple [lasscs the 
liandkerchief over his neck, at the signal given by the 
leader of the gang, and strangles him with the aid of bis 
sliuinsc.ea. Having finished lus work, ho bows down 
before bis gooroo, and touches his feet with both hands, 
and does the same lo all his relations and friends pre- 
sent, ill graliluile for the lunior lie has attained. He 
opens the knot alter he has heard or seen the ThihaoOy 
or auspice on the right, takes out the rupee and gives it, 
with all the oilier .silver ho has, to his gooroo, as a nuzur ; 
and the gooroo adding what money he has at the time, 
purchases a riipco and a quarter’s worth of goor for the 
Tuponecy and lays out the rest in sweetnioats. The 'ruponee 
sacrifice is now performod uiuior Iheneem, the mango, or 

rocks of dilK rcnt kinds, with viuious faces and in various attitudes, and 
all mouiitnl iijum diUiTcnl fSahuiis, ur \e\\\c]es of birds and qiiadrupcU.s. 
They are all sadly miitiluted, and the God and Goddess within are said 
to have been. saved by a miracle froi;^ Aurungebe and his army, to whom 
these things are always attributed. At this temple on annual fair is held 
in the beginning of November. 
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the hyr, if they are available, and if not, nnder any other 
tree except tlie babul, liie sirsa ^ mamosa scries ) and the 
reonja. The new disciple now takes his seat among; the 
Blmriotes around the carpet, and receives his share of 
the consecrated sugar, and the sweetmeats are distri- 
buted to all the luemhers of the gang of whalovcr grade. 
On bis return homo after the expedition be gives a feast 
to his gooroo and his family ; and if he has Ihe means, to 
all his relations ; and he presents his gooroo willi an entire 
new suit of ciollies for liiinself, a)id one for his wife, and 
others for his relations, if he can vilfonl it. The gooroo 
after a certain interval, returns (he compliment to him 
and Ins family, and the relation between them is ever 
after respected as the most sacred that can bo formed. 
A Thug will often rather betray his father than the gooroo 
by whom he has been knightcHL 

The Bhuriale is not poi niitted to bathe on the day ho has 
strangled any one : hirinerly no member of the gang was 
permitted to bathe on the day that a murtlor was committed, 
hut now the stranglers alone are forbidden to do so. 

BuJitqy, Bnhirpna, liuhapjaiia — To go, or escape; as a 
traveller from the snares of the Thugs, or Thugs from 
pursuit. 

Bara Muttee — The call of the lizard. At whatever 
time and place they hoar the cull of the lizard, they con- 
sider it a very good omen. Tiie tall of a lizard, upon a 
Thug is con^idered a very bad omen ; and if it falls upon 
any giirment, that garment must: ho given away in charity. 
If it tails upon the ground it threatens nothing. 

Baroonei — An old and venonihlo Thug woman, who 
is much respected by the fraternity. 

] have heard of only one woman who has gone herself 
on Thug expeditions, and that is the wife of Bukhtawur 
Jemadar, of the Sooseca class of Thugs. She and her 
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husband are still at large in the Jypore territory. She 
lias often assisted her husband in strangling ; and on 
one occasion strangled a man who had overpowered and 
stunned her husband. Mothers, £ know, have often made 
their sons go on Thuggee when they would not other- 
wise have gone, and wives on some occasions their 
husbands ; and 1 have hoard of one woman in the Duckun 
who kept herself a small gang of Thugs ; but Bukbta- 
wur’s wife is t!ie only woman that has, as far as I can 
learn, gone on Thuggee herself, 

liaroo — A Thug of respectahility cither from the cele- 
brity of his Thug ancestors, or from his own character as 
a Thug;. 

Banina, Barawnee kurna — To disperse on the approacli 
of danger or separate into small parties to avoid suspicion. 

Birar — The lighlifig of cats or their screams when 
fighting. Also the Dnekun Thugs term fin’ Manj, 

AfjamMrar — ^'riumder: alernialso peculiar to Duckun 
Thugs. Affusee signifies turban among both Duckun and 
.Hindooslauee Tlmgs, 

Bhnrahitf — A pitcher full of water. BkiireJiur one 
empty. 

If on leaving llicir homes on an expedition they meet 
a woman with a pitcher full of water on her head, it pro- 
mises a safe return and prosperous journey ; if einply, 
the reverse. The pitcher full promises still more if the 
female be with child. 

JBAMrta--llupcos* Peculiar to the Uucknuees. 

Bhiirehur^XM empty pitcher, and a bad omen when 
met on the road. 

Bharaiee — A gun. 

jB/wi#’rt^Dead bodies of the •jiclfims. Term pecaliar to 
the Duckun Thugs. liindoostao^ ^^hugs call them 
Qhurtfh^n 
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jBom— A Tling^ ; iti contradistinction to Beetoo^ my 
person not a Tliiig*. This term is peculiar to the JufiUiU 
dehee, Lodaha, Moieea and Bungoo Thugs in Beliar and 
Bengal. 

Borl'ee^A knife. 

Bvtrkeeana, or Borkee Mama, or Borkeeac dalna—TiO 
stab with a knife. 

Boreeahul ov Bore — Loud talking, bellowing, uproar. 

Borkee — The sniull doer. If a single small deer 
crosses their road from right to left, it threatens evil. 
If from left to right, it promises good ; but its promises 
and threats are not cuasidcrecl important. A herd of 
small deer at ail times and under all oircumstaiiccs pm< 
wise a meeting with other Thugs, and is considered 
good. The JIuokun Thugs consider tlie crossing of the 
single deer either troin loft to right, or right to Jeft a 
biul omen. 

Borcha — Newclollies: term peculiar to Ditckun Thugs. 
Also a bundle or loud of new cloths. Hiudoostaiiec Thugs 
call it seep, 

Buraitk — The omen of the wolf or wolves crossinsr 
their road. If from loft to right it tlireuteus great evil. 
1 f from right to left it is a good omen. If its call be 
heard during the day, the gang ninst immediately quit 
the country in which they hear it. If between mid- 
night and day light, it is bad ; if between evening and 
midnight, indifiereut ; between midday and sunset, it is 
not so bad as between sunrise and midday. They 
call it the weeping ( C/iimmama) of the wolf, and con- 
sider the sound mournful. The single wolf portends 
more than a pair; and the Biirank is, whether for good 
or for bad, one of their Jaost important omens.; 

Bursote , — One ^ the. seven original clans of Thugs 
who were all Musulmans. >> 


1 . 
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JSurff^Xny things seen upon a man unbecoming his 
conditiuii» and therelVire likely to lead to suspicion. 

Burgeela — An accomplice: one who knows the secrets 
of liic Thugs and keeps them. 

Burka — A leader or chief of Thugs, or one thorough- 
ly instructed in the art ; distinguished from Kuhoola^ a 
Tyroo, Also any man of rank. 

The Thugs consider a JBwria as capable of forming a 
gang of Thugs out of the rude niatoriiils around him in 
any part of India ; ami a Thug who has arrived at this 
degree of pridiciency in the art ought not therefore to 
be left at large. A KnuoalUy or Tyroo, Ihry think, could 
do nothing if IcH. to himself, and he might therefore be 
left at large withuut nuicU danger to society, if he had 
no leader to join. 

Burot'e — All omen from the jackal’s call — Stra Bhalee* 

Btdira — Four travellers, or victims in the bunds of 
Thugs. 

Bees — A low call of the small owl repeated throe or four 
times : called also C/iiret/a, It always tiirealens evil. 

B/tusmee — Fine earth or sand, particularly applicable 
to what is found in digging the graves for the victims : 
same as Rewaroo. Flour is also called by them Blnismee. 

Bhys — One of the seven original clans of Thugs. 

Bisul pnnia — To be awkwardly bandied in strangling; 
to have tlie roomal round the face or head instead of the 
neck. Soosul puma — to have it round the neck. 

jBiA-aee— Thug, pick-pocket, thief, or any one that 
lives by the plunder of others. 

Bisendhee — Fetters. Also a ThuUe or metal utensil of 
any kind. 

JSiW— A person, intend ^>d to be killed, who has 
clothes round his nock and head, or other impediment to 
strangUng. Also a man on whom the roomal falls 
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untowardly, either on his head or face, or is otherwise 
untowardiy handled in strangling. Also a Thug who has 
blood upon his clothes, or other signs of murder that may 
lead to sus])icion. In all these ami other .souses Sosul is 
opposed to liisnl. Any Thug in whose hands victims 
have boon olU'ii is cxcludcil ti*om the otlico of strang- 

ler, on tlin ground of presumed unfitness for the duty. 

Bous — A largo gang of Thugs above twenty-fivo; same 
as Kharno. 

Ihi'ta or Bhei'ta hundrtMl. 

Bi'cttr ) — Any person not a Thug, in confradhstinction to 
Auhtp. a Tiiug. 

Bh 'th'iit — A pair of travellers or victims- 

— A l‘0(ly (if travellers too large for the Thugs 
to nianngo : soo Tonknf. 

Bote h jiut . — become iuvoiglfMl ; fall into the snjiros 
of the Tiiugs ; in cuntradistiucUou to Clink Janaor lB*r- 
Jana. 

Char — A. Bhif info or .strangler. Term peculiar to the 
Bnti(joos\ JanioUhitocs, Lodafuts and llloUms, 

Chanteac — Bhnrlof.ee, the oflice or duly of strangler. 

Cfieeha- coward, limiil Thug, ouc who shews sym- 
pafliy or fear. 

Chiullna — To be released from confinement ■ distin- 
guished from JInrr jana, to escape or brake prison. 

Cliandanee-kee tUiap — A dog .seen dunging by moon- 
light ; a very had omen, which makes the gang suspend all 
operations for three days if possible, and make sacTifice.s. 

Choukana~‘^To examine or reconnoitre secretly. 

Chonkna or Chonkfenn — To set*, in.sp<^ct, examine. 

Chookadena^^Amo as Thlbnedena^ To cause to sit 
down and look up ; as travellers before strangling them. 
They direct their atteutiou to the sky or some other 
object above them. 
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Chuk — Suspicion. 

Chuhhele~\ place cLosen for llie murder loo near fo 
dang-er. 

Chnk Jiojana , — To become aware of the designs of 
Thugs and on one’s guard ; as travellers wboru they are 
trying t(i inveigle. 

Chukara-^X small gold coin. This term is confined fo 
Duckun ’rhugs. 

Ckuhth — The interval between the time when the sun 
sets and about gunfire at night, livening: Chulub men 
Ladhuiy To kill in the evening. 

Cbnlioo-Dhuneea — Same as Oorut Kawuree, 

Chnmoo Jana — To be seized or arrested. 

Chamlena — To seize or arrest. 

Chinmamn — The call of the wolf ; considered a bad 
omen at all timOsS, but particularly during* the day. The 
gang must immediately half, or go back, and quit that 
part of file country as soon as possible. 

ChinmoUi — A. boy. 

Chimmotee^X girl. 

Chuwmun-^X Brahmin. 

ChuMoseen — A holder of hands. Term used by Duc- 
kun Thugs for shumseea. 

C/iummoseeae — The office or duty of Chumoseea. 

Chumeeae . — The oflico or work of the Cliumeea, viz. 
seizing the victim. 

Chutneea — The person who seizes, or assists the CIiu- 
mosee in seizing and keeping down the victim. There 
inay he ten Chumeeas, but there cau be only one Chumo- 
see. 

Chanda^C\oi\y. 

Chandpo-^Xn experienced and expert Thug. 

of the sects or Bharnts of the Thug 

clans. 
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A boy. 

Chinguree — A clan' of Moltanee Thugs; sometimes 
called Naicks, of the Masulman faith. They proceed on 
their expeditious in the characters of Brinjuras, with 
cows aud bullocks laden with luerchandize, which they 
expose for sale at their encampments, and thereby invei- 
gle their victims. They use the rope of their bullocks 
instead of the roomal in strangling. They are an ancient 
tribe of Thugs, and take their w'ivcs and chihlrcn on 
their expeditions. They destroy, it is said, their female 
children ; and if they at any time preserve them, they 
never allow them to marry out of their tribe. 

There are, it is said, more than a hundred families of 
these Moltanees in the neighhourhood of Ilingolee. 
They do not associate with the other Thugs, but they use 
nearly the. same technical language, and practise the same 
trade of murder. They have iiowever a diilerent ostensi- 
ble employment in the hire of their bullocks, sale of wood 
and grain, See. &c. 

Chingana — A boy. Term peculiar to Duckun Tlings. 

ChoHudh.na — To bind up in bundles booty or the dead 
bodies of victims. 

Ckoundh Lena — To lie on the turban, Agetsee Cliowidh 
letui. 

Choundhee^ Chur ana — ^To tie the arms beliind. 

Chowan — A woman. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Choundhee — T n rband. 

Cheenij — A sword. Term condned to Berar Tliugs. 

Chungar — A thief of any kind. 

Cheek — A Gold SJohiir. 

Chetjhur — Jungle or forest. 

Chirreya — A chirping of the small owlet, which Thugs 
consider a bad omen, whether made while the bird is sit- 
ting or flying ; it is said to be a melancholy and low sound. 
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seltloni repeated. See Pnlforep. Jiulae, Jemadar, who 
Avas considered to be one of the be^st augurers of bis day, 
lived at Murnae, a celebrated Thug village, and it is said 
that, reluming one morning from a walk in the fields, he 
told his friend that he liad heard the Chirreya in a man- 
ner that indicated some great calamity at liand. That 
night or the night after Mr. llalbed is said to have attack- 
ed the village and Lioiilenant Monsel was killed. It was 
I believe in November, 1812. 

Clurempotpc — One of the sects of Thugs, said to be 
from the H/iys clan 

dura — The call of the Roopnreel, or Muhoka ( Caen- 
las Cuahuiexius or the bird itself. Some Thugs call it 
also the Bhui}hoda» 

C7/<Vc7icra— The call of the Lizard. See Bara Mat- 
tee. 

Chlreyia — A Pundit, or any Marliata. 

Chonrnkna — To inform or give information against 
any one. 

Chnrayee — A liyragee— term peculiar to Duckun 
Thugs. 

Clufrlee- Pholkee — -The lime between sunrise and mid- 
day : see Pholktie, 

Cheesa — Any good or blessing from Heaven, but par- 
ticularly a rich traveller. 

111 ! pees. 

Cheyt — Same as Cheek. A traveller who has discovered 
the designs of the Thugs. Cheyt ho Jana — Cheek-lio-jana 
* — To become aware of their designs and on one’s guard. 

Chutaw — A share of the booty. 

Chnlaa — Tlie same. 

G&uim Lena-^To divide. 

jDeo— Used for the same purpose as Bajeed khan. 

Deo Sing — The same. 
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Daee — The road — term peculiar to Dnrkun Tlings. 

The call or cry of the hare. Thejy will perish 
in the jungles, they say, after hearing it, if lliey do not 
make sacrifices, and the hare or some other animal of the 
forest will drink water out of their skulls : if they kill any 
one whom (hoy have with them at the time, they will find 
no booty on him, or what they find will teiul to their ruin 
—See Roopuneea. 

Dtthee Phorkana — To gargle and squirt from the 
nuKith sour uulk. The means by which the evil threatened 
by the KaUe kee Manj^ is averted in the morning. 

Dada Dheera—A very ancient and ca»ionizod Tliug of 
the lihursote class whom they invoke in drinking spirits 
at certain religious ceremonies. They do not mention 
him wdlli Jora Naek in the Ghoor oUVu ing, or Tuponev ; 
but they make votive ofierings of ardent spirits to 
Dliiivra. They proiniao an otrering of spirits, and if they 
succeed in Ihcir prayers, they drink the spirits, if their 
caste permits; if not, they throw it on the ground with the 
expression of their thunks in prescribed phrases. Dada 
Dlieerff's tomb is visited as a holy shrine by Thugs at 
Kninoua in Kocl, where ho was buried. 

Dudli — A. man who is not a Thug. — See linaloo. 

Dhaf/al — Papers. 

Dhmja kurana or dena — To satisfy a suspecting chief 
or public functionary of the innocence of Thugs sus- 
pected. 

Dhago le ana — To search out and report what they 
require to learn from travellers. 

Dhaga — An eliciting of the intentions of travellers ; or 
negociatioQ with native chiefs, or any men in authority 
fur protection, or for release when arrested. 

Dhagsa — Hilly or jungly country. Term peculiar to 
Duckun Thugs. 
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Dotjga — A Iiookha of any kind ; also an old man. 

Dkokur — A dog ; also a man who seizes Thugs. 

DhonJcee — A police man or guard. Same as Ronkee* 

Dhilha — A pice. 

.Dlioulanee — One of the sects of Thugs. 

Dholin — An old woman— lerni peculiar to Duckun 
Thugs. 

Dhiilal — Spirit vender — term peculiar to Duckun 
Thugs. 

Dili — W^’elght- 

Duldar — Weighty. 

The head. 

DuUar Khau — Same as Surhuhind K/tan. 

Deomun — Used for the same purpose as Bajced Khnn» 

l)liamonee-kee manj^T\\k^ lighting of cats, during the 
day, which is a very had omen. The threatened evil 
must be averted by a sacrifice. 

Dh<mree — Melul utensils, peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

l>Accwia— The belly. 

D/ec/wa— Goals or sheep, sense peculiar to Duckun 
Thugs. 

Danijtee — The noise of jackals fighting ; a very bad 
omen, M hich involves llie necessity of leaving the purt of 
the country in which the gang hears it. ^ 

D/iaundhuee — Any man employed in the pursuit of 
Thugs. 

Dunda — Term used by DuckuuATbugs for Kania^ or 
braying of an uss. 

Dhnns-Jana — To fly or escape. 

D/# 07 is;m— The same. 

Dhonsana — To come to seize or arrest Thugs. Peculiar 
to the Uucknn Thugs ill tbis:: flense. 

Dhunteroo — The ass. ^ The Thugs think the omc^^f 
the ass the most important of ail whether it liMiateAi 
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evil or promises gfood; Soupuk^ heroo eh Dunteroo'' 
The ass is equal to a hunilred birds, is a maxim in augury. 
The omeu of the ass is also superior to that of all quadru- 
peds ! If they hear it liray on the loft on opening an ex- 
pedition and it is soon after repeated ou the 

right (TAi7>r/oo), Ihi^y heliove that nothing on earth can 
prevent their success during that expedition though it 
should last for years- 

Dliuneca — Breaking wind ; peditum. SeoOurulKawree. 

Dhunyee — liotah or brass pot. 

Dhooansa — Dry tobacco. 

J^ooria — Stocks for confining Thugs or other prisoners. 

Doonr — The loud screams of a victim for help— 
Senlh. 

Doonrkurna, or Doouree Lakarna—l^o scream loudly 
for help. 

Doonreeana — The same. 

JDapnee^A dagger. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Dliup^A dog s<;cn in the act of dunging. 

iJliara — Vessels of metal. 

Dheree — A Siirae or Village. 

Dharae — The share of the booty assigned to the leaders 
before llie general division. It is generally the tenth 
article if there are ten or more of the same kind ; or one 
ana in the rupee upon the value, if there are not. After 
this deduction and the payment of a small extra allow- 
ance to the stranglers^ grave choosers and diggers, and 
other officers^ they all divide the booty in equal shares, 
as described under the head of Kowree, 

The Motheea Thugs about Patna and Chapra give 
their leaders, as Dhurae^ a handful of rupees out of the 
booty, and divide with them the rest in equal shares ; 
aiiifrom this they are said to derive their name. Their 
Jemadora are bound in honor to sacrifice themselves for 
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tlie ifood of tbeir followers, whenever required to do so, 
and have the character of being more staunch than those 
of other classes of Thugs, 

Dheerna — The belly. Term peculiar to the Duckim 
Thugs. 

DIiHrdalna-^To strangle. 

Dharoh iir — S trangli ng*. 

Dh nroh To strangle. 

DliurJIio^A river. 

Dauhui — A police guard ; any person found unexpect- 
edly in the neighbourhood of the Bae, or place chosen 
for the murder, whether residing there, or there merely 
by accident, 

Dutooa — The call of the hare ; if on the right, it is a 
very bad omen ; ail travellers with them must be let olf. 

Ekarem — A single or short call of a jackal in which 
he seems to have met with a sudden check. This is con- 
dered a very bad omen by Thugs all over India. 

25th May 1835, Iliad ordered a party of Sepalioes, with 
some approvers, to proceed this morning towards Gwalior 
in search of some Thugs who have lately found an asy- 
lum there. About D o’clock last night one of the Native 
Oflicers came to tell me that they could not move till 
afternoon to day as they bad heard a bad omen, 1 bavo 
just been to the jail and discovered that this bad omen 
was the Ekareea, heard about 8 o'clock last night. 
Nunhooa, one of the approvers, declared that on leaving 
Sangor about three months ago for Indore be beard the 
Ekareea ; and not attending to it, he got the wound, 
which he received from a sword in arresting a noted 
Thug Bbyroo, the son of Himmiif, between Indore and 
Baeoda. These men never tg^ out to arrest their asso- 
ciates or tg take up the bodies of wounded travellers withr 
out taking the auspices, though they rarely tell us of it. 
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Ekhurda—X Tejlee or oil vender. They never 
either kill or employ oil venders, and if they meet one 
on leaving home the first day they must return. No man 
of this cast has yet been admitted as a member of (heir 
fraternity, as far as I can learn. The Thugs attribute their 
arrest in the Mhow cantonment, and all their consequeat 
suirering after the Dhar affair, to their having murdered 
a Teylee, though they knew not his cast at the time. 

Ek taivhona — To assemble together ; rendo/.vous. 

Eloo-* Aliy single person not a Thug. 

Endh — A. woman. 

EtmUih — Term used by tlie Duckun Thugs for Eeiuh, 
The term signifies contamination from the following cir- 
cumsfances ; 1st, the birth of a child in a Thug family; 
iid, the first courses of a Thug’s daughter; 3d, u mar- 
riage in a Thug's family ; 4th, a death in a Thug^s family 
of any person that has rpiittod the mother’s breast; 5th, 
a mare foaling; tUli, circumcision; 7lh, a bufialoe or 
cow giving calf or dying; 8th, a goat or ewe giving 
young; 9tli, a cat or dog giving young or dying ; 10th, 
menses after the first time. All these involve the neces- 
sity of sacrifice — See Appendix D. 

JSe///!*— Contamination from a wife or daughter being 
under her courses. No man can enter on an expedition 
while they are in that state, or fora certain number of 
days after; and if the leader’s wife or daughter should be 
in that state none of his party can go ; also contamination 
from any of the above circumstances. — See Et'.niab, 

Eniha — Rupees or money of any kind.— See A nvJita. 

Efaharkhanec — A sect of Thugs derived from the Bur- 
sole clan. 

Gohbd — The round grave. This is made circular, and 
a small pillar of hard ground left in the centre. This 
they think prevents the dogs, jackals and other animals 
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of the jungle from digging op the bodies, and at the same 
time the ground from cracking aud emitting that eillnvia 
that often leads to their discovery in the Kurwa, oroblomg 
jrrave. The Thugs about Delhi, and the Motheeas of 
Patna, Chopra and Guya, and many other classes of 
Thugs, use the Gohba, The bodies are closely packed 
round the pillar of round earth. 

Godaeknrna~God,(lalna — to perform the Godae* 

Geeda— Contaminated ; viz. aTliug hy the oocurrence of 
the Etmtah. Also a man of the lowest cast*— Duckun term. 

Ohoifghee Phenkna, Mama or Dalna — To cast lots 
with cowries for the booty. 

Gugnra^A class of Thugs so called. 

Gqjna — To eat. 

Gookfhee — The person who is carrying the hones of bis 
relations to the holy river; a term peculiar to the Ducknn 
Thugs. The Ilindoostan Thugs have no peculiar term 
f6r such a person, though they can never murder him. 

Ou?/— -Treasure. 

Ghenae — Fetters. Term peculiar to the JumaldeTiee 
and Lodalia Thugs, 

GAoefi/a~Pice — term peculiar \o the Jamaldeha Thugs 
of Glide. 

Gollee — Coral. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

GaA?/»/.~Food. 

Geem — Same as KarJi, search after Thugs. It also 
means theft according to the Koeleeas. 

Goma— Omen of the Bhojunga (Shrike) seen flying 
iVom right to left, or from left to right. Both promise good, 
fts call is not regarded by Thugs. 

GanOf^A clan of Thugs so called. 

Gan ^ — The man who fdgns the sickness. S^e Gan 
karn^. These terms are peculiar to the Jumaldehee, 
Lodaha, mid Moteea Thills* 
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Ghayns — Noise and conrasion, uproar. 

Gona — The hand : also five according to the Duckna 
Thugs. 

Gonee — A shoe. 

Goneeail — A man who has lost his hand, or nose. To 
murder such a man they consider very unlucky, and 
therefore rarely venture to do it. 

Gunga ram — A word of caution signifying that danger 
is near. 

Gan knrna — To feign sickness in order to bring the 
travellers into a situation and condition favorable for 
strangling them. The Ganoo falls down and pretends to 
he taken suddenly and violently ill; some of his friends 
raise and support, him ; others bring water ; some feel his 
pnise, and at last one pretends tliat a charm will restore 
him. All arc requested to sit down, the pot of water being- 
in the centre ; all uro desired to take ofl* Uieir belts, if they 
have any, and uncover their necks, and lastly to look up 
and count a certain number of stars if they are to be seen, 
and in this state the roomal is thrown over their necks and 
they are strangled. 

Gunooa — Any fraud or trick of Thugs. 

Gorha — Bread. 

Gorhonee — B read . 

Gorhna — ^To strangle. 

Goor Ghaunt^Tlie knot of the gooroo or priest 
who teaches the use of the roomal in strangling, 'fho 
Thug who has learnt from this man scientifically, as a 
.mark of his college educatioD, leaves the end of the 
roomal concealed within the knot, or GhaunL The 
Bhurtoie or strangler who has not been so instructed, 
leave#; the end out, as more secure for his less skilful 
hand. The man who has had his collegiate education is 
called the Ghoor poncho 
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Gurkha — The neck. Gi/rMii me/i To straogle*^ 

Guriha — The cleatl body of a victim. 

Gar — A share of spoil. 

Garbxmg^k. share of spoil. 

Gharna — To strangle — term peculiar to the Soosem 
and some other few classes of Thugs. 

Gharnak1ina—^\\e same. 

Gorarea — The call of the Sarus. — See Jubfiur. 

Gorgureea — A low gargling sound made by the large 
6wl, which they say resembles the babbling of a huka, or 
goorgooree, whence its name; and that it always threatens 
evil. If the Thugs hear it on first setting out, they must 
suspend their journey for some days. If they hear it after 
the expedition has been opened, on the left, they must 
advance far and fast, as danger pursues in the rear. If 
on the right, they must halt as danger lies in front. — See 
Korra. Dnckiiti Thugs pronounce it Gah/uhea, 

Qota — Stones, particularly stones from graves. 

Gole lionn — Term used by Duckun Thugs for Bote 
hona^ to fall into their snares, become inveigled. 

Gi}te purajam^To come to the aid of the straugler — 
Dnckuii Thugs. 

A large city. Term peculiar in this sense to 
Duckun Thugs. 

Guthanie-^A knot in a turban, or any other piece of 
cloth in which money or jewels may bo concealed. 

Hukka bhur Fill your pipe,” technically one of 

the signals or Jhirnees for the stranglers to do their work: 
peculiar to the Koelea Thugs. 

/////a— The rank or grade held by three men in every 
expedition— 1st. The man who chooses the place for 
murdering people and burying tlie bodies. 2d. The 
man who carries the Kusee, or consecrated pick-axc. 3d. 
The man who brings the guor or coarse sugar, for the 
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Taponee^ sacrifice, All these officers are supposed to 
require peculiar skill and peculiar piety. The man who 
brings the goor, must be a man of great ability to per- 
suade the people of villages that so large a quantity of 
g;oor, as lie is required to purchase, is for innocent and 
ordinary purposes. Three of the most skilful Thugs arc 
selected for these offices on opening every expedition, 
and they get an allowuiice out of the booty acquired, over 
and above their common and equal share with the rest. 
If the gang has not prospered, two of the three are chang- 
ed ; the man who carries the pick-axe and the man who 
brings the goor. They name other two with certain 
ceremonies, and walk, to a certain tree or other mark 
chosen at a distance on the road. If they hear or see the 
auspice on the left, the deify is understood to confirm the 
choice. This is the Pilhaoo. If not. They must name 
other two men, and so on, till they find the deity approve, 

ITinf/ra — A. shopkeeper. Term confined to the Duckun 
Thugs. 

Handeewulu — One of the sects of Thugs. They are 
Musulmans, and reside in Tcliugana. The Duckun 
Thugs divide themselves into live districts; those of 
Berar, Telingaua, Duckun or Sholapore, Arcot, Kur- 
natnk. The term Ifandeewul they consider as applica- 
ble to those of Teliiigana only ; and to them only as 
a . nickname. is a term of reproach given by the 
Agureea Thugs to the Telinganas, who are extremely 
indignant when they hear it. Sahib Khan, a Thug leader 
from Telingana, and a very respectable and pious man in 
the opinion of his fraternity, told me when 1 was revising 
this vocabulary, that if I intended to send it to govern* 
ment, he hoped I would not designate the Thugs of his 
district by this odious term. It would imply that they 
had been in the habit of eating food dressed in old and 
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dirty earthen pots, whereas there were really no men lo 
(iie world more scrupulous than they were in this and 
all mutters relating^ to their cast. See Appendix* 

Ifurwa — A Brahmuo — term peculiar to Duckua Thugs. 

Huttar— One of the seven clans of Thugs. 
Jhmvur^Amoug Berar Thugs signifies^ a Mahommn* 
dan ; among those of Berar and Bengal it signifies a Ka- 
7vur, or the pair of jars in which the Kawrutties carry 
Ganges water. 

Jokkur — A dog. If the Thug secs a dog shake his head, 
they give up the design they have formed whatever it may 
be. If they see the dog dung on the right or left on the 
first day of opening the expedition, it is a bad omen, and 
they return and postpone their journey three days. If 
after having opened the oxpeditiou and advanced a day's 
journey, ilie dog is seen to dung on the left, they move on 
fast, as there is danger behind; if on the they must 
rest or movo slowly as there is danger in advance. If 
they see the dog dung by moon-liglit, they call it tho 
Chandnee kee dhah, or moon-light dhah, and consider it 
a very bad omen. They must suspend operations for 
three days. If when preparing to set out from any stage, 
they see a dog dung, they call it the Mekh kee dhah, 
or dhah of the tent pins; and tho pins arc not to be 
taken up * that is, they are not to move that day. If tliey 
see the dog dung in the evening, they call it the Gajuir- 
dhoor kee dhah, and consider it good and promising a 
good booty within seven days. 

Jheetdoo—Smxe jywalas* 

Jhuller — The belly. 

jM/ioarwra— The call of the large hill crow, while 
sitting on a tree, with a lake (tank,) or river in sight* 
This is a very favourable omen, and pomises an imme* 
diate and great booty. If it calls from the back of a 
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living bulfalde, pig, or from the skeleton of any kind of 
animal, it is a bad omen. If from rucks on plain grounds 
indifferent. Some classes of Thugs consider its call 
from the back of the cow good, others consider it bad. 

Jtfttar— The call of the Sams. It is considered a 
very important omen. It must be heard first on the left, 
on opening an expedition, and if repeated on the right, it 
is very good. If on setting out from any stage they hear it 
on the right, it is bad, unless preceded by the call on the 
left. If on reaching any stage, they hear it on the right, 
it is good, and if repeated on the left, they expect a 
great booty in jewels or money. If the Jiilhar is heard 
on the left after they reach any stage, it is a bad omen, 
threatens disputes and arrests. The same rules are 
applicable to almost all omens. 

Jywaloo — A person left for dead bat fonnd afterwards 
to have life in him. 

J/ieema — The belly — term peculiar to Moltanee Thugs, 

xThummania — One not a Thug to whom the Thugs are 
known, and is to be avoided by them. 

Jumaldehee—X class of Thugs that are settled in Oude 
and some other parts East of the Ganges They are consi- 
dered very clever, and expert, and mure staunch to their 
oath of secrecy than most other clajises. They are Ayu- 
reeas, or emigrants from Delhi through Agra, and sup- 
posed to be descendants from a man named Jumaliid 
Deen. They do not commonly allow their females to know 
their trade, nor permit their sons to Join in their expedi- 
tions, till they have attained the age of puberty. They 
assign a full share of the booty to every member of the 
gang who has been left at home to take care of their 
families. ‘ 

fjumafdehee — It is stated that in the time of Munsoor 
Alee Khan the Jumaldekees, to the amount of some turn- 
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drcd families, came from Delhi, and established them- 
selves in the purguna of Bhyswara, in the village of Til- 
lofaecy under the protection of the Rajah, one of the 
ancestors of the present Rajah Shnnker Sing, to whom 
they tised to give u portion of their booty in the most 
valuable and rare articles, as horses, jewels, &c. &c. 
The protection he gave them was reported to Court, and 
he was obliged to expel all the Thug families who dis- 
persed in different directions. Some established them- 
selves in other parts of Oude. Some went to Goruckporc, 
Durbhunga, Tirhoot. Those who went to the last two 
districts were from that time called Lodahas, while the 
others all retained the title of Jumaldehees. They are all 
of the same clan, and use the same Itamasee or slang 
dialect. 

In the time of Asufod doola, some five or six families 
of the Goruckpore Thugs returned to Oude. and esta- 
lilished themselves at Nadhec in Jugdespore, under the 
protection of Baboo Balwunt Khan, the grand father 
of the present chief Allah buksh Khan. From five 
or six families they increased to forty or fifty, under 
his protection and support, when they became so notori- 
ous that his sovereign obliged him to cxpell them ; and 
they dispersed themselves and settled in Kotedeh and 
Bhurtolee and Bbowulmowe in the Deorhee of Hindop 
Sing, and Rudolee, Durecabad, and the town of Dureca- 
bad itself, in Dutekaporwa, Tindolec in Huleeapore, 
Balahurdoec, Nusseerabad and Tholehreg. The greater 
part of the operators of this class in Oude have now been 
apeured. 

Jndennun — A woman. 

Iter Jaha^T^rm used by Duckun Thugs for Chuk- 
Jana— to become aware or snspicious of the designs of the 
Thugs. In contradistinction to Gote hona or Chuk horta. 
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Jangura — A Rajpoot. Term peculiar to Dackim 
Thugs. 

Jungjore Raja — Term among the 'Diickan Thugs for 
the responding of two large owls iu their loud full call, 
called by them the Raja at Mahee; and by Iliudoostan 
Thugs, the Thakur ; this is a bad omen, and all travellers 
whom the gang may then have with them must be suffered 
to escape. Any ventriloquist, who could imitate this and 
some other calls mentioned in this vocabulary, might travel 
from Lahore to Cape Comorin, without danger from 'rinigs. 

Jheer Dalna — To strangle. A term peculiar to the 
Soosems and some other classes of Thugs to the west. 

Jeerna — The same Jheernakhna. 

Jhamour—TQvm among Berar Thugs for a Mnsnlman. 

JIuruee — The signal for strangling ; this is commonly 
given either by the leader of the gang, or the liei/ta, who 
has chosen the place for the murder. 

Jhirnee ilena — To give the signal for strangling, 

Jhoivar Khan — Call of spies and scouts to say that 
danger is near, and the gang must conceal themselves. 

Jhowar dena — To conceal things from stranglers. 

Jliowar lena — To conceal or hide ones self, or any thing 
one has. 

Jhora Naek — A celebrated leader of the Multan Thugs 
and of the clan of Tfurtal; his name is mentioned with 
reverence in their sacrifices — See Tupuna. fie was a 
Musulman and ho and his servant Kodak Runwarec, are 
said to have killed a man who had in jewels and other 
articles, property to the value of one hundred and sixty 
thousand rupees laden upon a mule. They brought home 
the booty, assembled all the members of their fraternity 
within reach, and honestly divided the whole as if all had 
been present. Jora Naek, his wife and his slave, were 
allcanonized in consequence. 
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Jhuraitun ha, or ko iao~Vinn, Fly. 

Jhnrjanct^l^o ran, or fly from pursuit 
Jhurpm'^TLho word made use of by spies aud scouts to 
tell the g;abg that danger is at hand and they most fly« 
Jhurwa Khan, Jhunea Sing^The same* 
J%tiroioa^The fugitive Thug or Thug flying from dan- 
ger. 

Jitoosa-^Small or feeble man (either Thug or other 
person,) or small village/ 

Jeetna,Jeefjanaijeetaepurjana — ^Totake the auspices. 
When the Thugs are prepared to undertake an expedition, 
they seat the most learned pundit they can get upon a 
blanket, with their leader and four of the Thugs, the 
most respectable in their vocation from birth and charac- 
ter. The rest of the gang sit around outside the blanket. 
They place before the pundit as an ofteringa brass plate 
( Thake ) mih some rice, wheat and two copper coins 
upon it. The leader asks the pundit, respectfully, what 
day will be proper to open the expedition, and be after 
due search and ceremony, pronounces the day, the hour, 
and the direction. They on the day appointed fill a Lotah 
(brass jug) with water, which the leader holds suspended 
by the mouth in his right hand down by his side. In a 
clean white handkerchief they tyc up live knots of turme- 
rick, two copper coins, one silver coin and the piok-axe, 
and this the leader holds upon his breast in bis left hand. 
He now turns to the direction indicated by the priest, and 
moves on slowly followed by his gang to a field or garden 
dntaide the village. On reaching the spot thought best 
adapted for the purpose, be stands with his face still in 
thadii^btion indicated, his left hand on his breast, and his 
right by his side with the lotah ; and with his eyes 
lifted to beaveUV and his mind abstracted from all earthly 
tl^hgs, he says, . ** Great Goddess I universal mother I 
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if this onr meditated expeditio|^is fitting ia thy sight, 
vouchsafe ns help, and the signs of thy approbation !*’ 
All the Thugs present repeat this prayer after the Joader, 
and join in the praises and worship of the goddess. If 
within half an hour they hear or seie the Pilhaoo (or aus- 
pice on the left), it signifies that the deity has taken them 
by the left hand to lead them on. If the Thibaoo (or 
omen on the right) follows, it signifies that the deity has 
vouchsafed to take them by the right band also. The leader 
then puts the lotah on the ground^ and &its down with his 
face in the same direction. He k^eps the silver and cop-^ 
per pice and turmorick during, the whole expedition, 
and gives them as an offering to some poor Vrahmim on 
his return ; but if the expedition has been very prosperous 
he keeps them to use again in opening others. 

The leader remains seated in that spot seven hours, 
while his followers bring him food, and make all neces- 
sary preparations for their journey. When all is ready, 
they advance a few paces in the precise direction indi- 
cated, but afterwards they may turn to the right or left as 
impediments or incentives present themselves. On arriv- 
ing at the first stage, they must bear or see the Thibaoo 
first, and the omen is improved by the Pilhaoo afterwards. 
Having had the auspices favorable thus far, they pro- 
ceed next morning to the nearest water, and there eat 
the goor and the dal which the leader takes with him. 
Any bad omen after this can be averted by the usual 
sacrifices, offerings and observance, but any bad omen 
before it involves the necessity of returning and open- 
ing the expedition anew. If the lotah should drop 
from the Jemadar’s hand, he must, they think, die 
within tbaiy or liie following year inevitably. If they 
hear any . one weeping for the dead on leaving the 
village, it threatens great evil. If they meet the corps 
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of any one belonging; to the village, it is a very bad 
omen. 0(“ if they meet an oil vender, a carpenter, or 
potter, a dancing master, a blind or lame man, a fukeer 
with a brown waist band, or a jogee with long traced 
hair,— all threaten evil. 

If after eating the goor and dal, they get the Thihaooy 
it assures them a rich booty within a month and a half. It 
is good also to see a fair in any village but their own on 
the road. A corpse from any village but their own is a 
good omen : so also is it good to see a party of friends 
weeping round a woman taking leave of her parental 
roof to go to that of her husband. 

They must not open an expedition in Sav^an, (July,) 
Koar, (September,) nor In Poos, (December,) nor on a 
Wednesday nor a Thursday. 

Kuhita — Term for Bhurlole or strangler among the 
Jumaldehees and Lodahas. 

Kubitae — The office or dnty of the Kuhifa. 

Khobba — Beef, mutton, or any other Hesh meat. Pecu- 
liar to Duckun Thugs. 

KhiibJiw^X village or hamlet, same as Khugha, 

Kuboola — A menial servant of Thugs ; or a low raw 
mao on Thuggee. A Ttjro, as distinguished from 
Jiiirka, u Thug of distinction. 

Kuchunee — One of the seven clans of Thugs. 

Khuchooa — A pick-pocket. 

Kucha — lJuhiiried, or imperfectly buried ; referring to a 
dead body. Also a Thug who discloses what he knows 
regarding his associates. 

Khodda^Atx old man. 

KhoJkylee or Khoreglee — An eight ana piece. 

Khjj^urw — Barkundauzes, chuprasies, nnjeebs, or any 
armed police men; distinguished from RimgooaSi 
sipahees or soldiers. 
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Koduck-hunwaree — The celebrated follower of Joora 
Naek , — See Tuponee. lie was a Lodltee by cast. 

Kode — Dressed rice. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Kudjiooa — The head. A term peculiar to the Koeleea 
and some other classes of Thugs. 

Khtigha — Same as Khibha, village or hamlet. 

Kugura — The croaking of a large mountain crow. 
Contrary to the ordinary rules of augury, the PilhaoOt 
in this omen, is the croaking on the right ; and the 
Thibaoo the croaking on the left. If he croaks from a 
tree either on the right or the left, it promises good ; and 
if water be in sight, it is better. See Jul'kiif/ura, or the 
water croak. If beard from a tree while the gang are in 
camp, it promises a rich traveller on that spot, and the 
gang wails for him. If he croaks while on the back of a 
pig, or bullulo, or from any dead body, or skeleton, the 
omen is bud. If from tlie back of a cow, some Thugs think 
it a good, others a bad omon. 

Koojaoo — A Thug informer; one who denounces Thugs 
or extorts money from them. 

Kuj — A traveller, or any man nota Thug; same as Bceloo. 

Ki^lJee — A woman of any kind not of a Thug family. 

Kojegtee — Fellers. Term confined to the Duckun 
Thugs, 

Khokhee kurna — To hawk up the phlegm from the 
throat. See Tliokkf'P, A signal to prepare for action, 
strangling, or inarching, or doing any thing they have in 
hand. 

Khoktireea — A Bangureea Thug, applied to them by 
other Thugs as a term of reproach, as Harndeei&al is to 
the Telingana Thugs. 

Ab^at^^^Duckun Thng s term for the Korra, or low 
cUnkiog sound of the large owl, which always threatens 
evil to be averted by sacritices. 
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KalatuUre.e — Sweetmeats. 

Kidee — Ni^ht. 

Kaul — A village. Term peculiar to jP|ackun Tbugs. 

Aft Li q uor . 

Kahe kee manj — The fighting of cats heard at night 
after the first watch, which is an evil omen. 

Khal Khoseea^X barber. 

Khullee — A Thug who conceals himself on his return 
home from the dread of his creditors. 

A village. Term peculiar to /iCoc/eea Thugs. 
KuUoo — A thief. 

Kullooee — Theft. 

Kamp — A bribe for the release or ransom of Thugs. 

Kfiat — is the term used by the Duckua Thugs for 
Kavip, a bribe. 

Khom^^X door. 

Khomusna — To rush in upon travellers when there is 
no time for the ordinary ceremonies of murder. 

ivom/7— Something unbecoming one's condition and 
cast, and likely therefore to lead to suspicion. 

Xan/a— The omen of the braying of the ass. It is an 
omen of great importance, and must be heard first on the 
left on opening an expedition, or on setting out from any 
other stage. If on reaching any stage, or while haulting at 
any stage, it is heard on the left, they must leave the place 
and go on ; for such situations it is good on the right. If 
the ass approaches the gang, braying from the front, it is 
a very bad omen, and is called itfa/Aai^Aorc-^the head 
breaker. 

knife. 

Kanthuna or Kanth To cut up the; body of a 

murdered person in order to prevent its sw^ing and 
forming cracks in the soil that covers it. Also to kill with 
a knife, a person whom they have not time to strangle, on 
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the approach of danger^ or stab a strangled person in 
order to prevent the possibility of his recovery. 

Kanee Inrf— The name of the wife of Joora Haek — See 
Titponee^ 

Khonsmia — To return or Khonnsana. 

Khom^ihhann — Same as Tapjcina* Term peculiar to 
Uuckun Thugs. 

Koufloo — The belly. Term peculiar to the AToc/ccaThugs. 

Khanjoo — A cat purse. Peculiar to Duckiiii TInigs. 

Kondul knrna or Dalna~'To pound in the earth upon 
the bodies when they are securely buried. Term confined 
to Durknu Thugs. 

Konjul — Tlio call of the Sanrus. Term peculiar to the 
JtwialdeAee, Lodaka, and Moleea Thugs of Beliar and 
Bengal. Same as 

Kofttk — A novice or tyro in I’luiggee. Term peculiar 
to the Jimaldeliiipf Lodalia, and Moleea Thugs of Bengal 
and Behar. 

Kuneelee — Barings, gold. 

Ka2)see — Corn or grain, or any agricultural produce in 
the grouiul, before harvest. 

Kartliee kunici — Inveigling travellers, or secretly con- 
sulting about their murder. 

Kartliee mmi kurna — To speak or consult in a low 
voice or whisper. 

Karh — Search or encpiiry after Thugs, 

Karhkurna — To search after, or molest Thugs. 

Karhoo — One who searches after, betrays, or molests 
them. 

Khwrtae — Any bad omen. Duckun Thugs. 

Kawree — Breaking wind. See Oorut kav^ree* 

Karlhemi^—Szme as Kartliee kurna. ■' 

Kkaroth^K gang of Thugs, 

Kharoo phootna^To break up or disperse the gang. 

o 
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The pa.s 9 ing of a hari) across the road 
in front of the gang ; a bad omen eiiiier fi'om right to loft, 
or left to right. 

Khorae — Pice, copper coinage. 

Khmr — An army. Peculiar to the Dooab, Ouderand 
Beliar Thugs. 

Khorchee — A barber. 
iKyiora^Unlucky. 

Khoruh — A horse, so called by Duckun Thugs. 
Kborkanee — A marc, ditto ditto. 

Kurha — Secure or perfect burial, as distinguished from 
Amjjhap, imperfect burial. 

Ar4£r6aX.v/Jir«e-— Term used by Jlnckun Thugs for 
JLuffha, Se?cton, when the bodies are securely buried. 

Knrhakarna — To dig graves when the bodies are to be 
securely buried, — all three terms chiefly confined to 
Duckun Thugs. 

Khnrhha — Same as Kanta, an ass. 

Khureyree — (See Pulonrce) Term peculiar to, the 
Jemaldehees, Douab and Debar Thugs, for the small owl. 

Khureynja — A nalali or ravine. Term peculiar to the 
JewirtWeAce Thugs. 

ivAurw/t— Noise made by the pick-axe in digging the 
grave. 

Korra — A low clicking sound made by the large owl. 
It always threatens evil like the Gorgnreea, The Duckun 
Thugs call this 

Kourga — Silver. Term cfonfiued to Duckun Thugs. 

■ Korhureeas — The Thugs who resided ip the district of 
between Etawa aadCawtipore, after theiriexptri- 

••• *• 

- ■ ; ^ Mama oir Z>afna--To 

all extra expenses td feadera^and 
bhdty inta three , equal 
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shares and the gang into three equal parties, A cowree 
is then given to each party, who, alter marking it, puts it 
into the hand of a man, who, without knowing to which 
party the cowrees respectively belong, puls one on each 
of the three piles, and each party takes the pile on which 
its cowree has been placed, and subdivides it among the 
individuals. 

Knrii:(i~T\\Q grave, made scpiarc or oblong, for the 
bodies of the persons murdered — See Gohba, 

Ktirsatd — The large male antelope. If a single ante- 
lope Of a pair only are seen crossing the road from loft to 
the right, it is a gotnl omen ; viz. the Thibaott. If from 
right to the left, very bad ; viz. the Pi/haoo, 

Kliurlul — Terra used by Dwekun Thugs, for Koiar, 
a»iy bad omen. 

'Ferra for a Musulinnii. 

Khosnr — The month aiiioiig the Beliar Thugs called 
Khomifr Kho,sir, 

Khoiia — Reliirn, in contradistinction to Pusur, advance. 

Kiswara — A well, 

AwsAV'C—The consecrated pick-axe. At first Thugs 
were allowed by Davy, according to their creed, to leave 
on the ground the bodies of the persons murdered, but were 
prohibited frotii looking back to see how she disposed of 
them. A slave on one occasion looked back, and saw her 
occupied in throwing them into the air, without any 
clothes on her body. She was naturally very angry and 
bid them in future to bury the bodies themselves; but to 
use in making the graves pick-axes duly consecrated. On 
ascertaining from the priest or elder oi* the gang a lucky 
day for the purpose, the leader of the gang goes to the 
ilacfeimittfas, and having closed the door that no other 
person nOiy euter, gets him to make the axe in his pre- 
sence, withoat^uching any other work till it is completed* 
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On a clay fixed, either Friday, Monday, Tuesday, or 
Wednesday, they give it the dhoop or incense offering. 
The place chosen must bo cither inside a house or tent, 
so that the shadow of no living thing may fall on and 
contaminate the axe. The Thug most skilled . in the 
ceremonies, sits down with his face to the west, and 
receives the pick-axe on a brass dish. A pit is dug in the 
ground, and the pick-axe is washed with water which falls 
into this pit. It is afterwards washed with a mixture of 
sugar and water. Then with de/iee or sour milk, and 
lastly with ardent spirits ; all falling successively from the 
pick-axe into the pit. It is then marked from the head 
to the point with seven spots of red lead, and placed on 
the brass dish, containing an entire cocoanut, some 
cloves, pawn leaves, gogiil gum (amyris a gollacha) 
indc?rjon, some seed of the sesamuin, white sandal wood, 
and sugar. In a small brass cup close by, is some ghae^ 
They now kindle a fire from some dried cow dung, and 
some wood of the mango or byr tree, and throw in upon 
it the above named articles, except tho cocoanut; and 
when the flame rises, they pass the pick-axe seven times 
through, it, the ofliciating priest holding it in both hands. 
He now strips the cocoanut of its outer coat, and placing 
it on the ground, bolds the pick-axe by the point in bis 
right band, and says Shall 1 strike ?'’ All around reply 
yes. He then says *‘all hail mighty Davy, great mother 
of all!'’ and striking the cocoanut with the but end of the 
pick-axe, breaks itin pieces, on which all exclaim All 
hail Davy and prosper the Thugs !” They throw all the 
shell and some of the kerj^ei into the fire, tie up the 
ptekraxio in a clean piece of white cloth, and placing it 
on the ^Qund to the west, all face in that direction and 
wornbip^it. Thiisf done they all partake of the keritei of 
ike cocoanut, and collect all the fragmtots and put theai» 
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into the pit, that they may never after be contaminated 
by the touch of any one’s foot. If after this ceremony 
the Thibaoo, or auspice on the right is sceu or heard, the 
sacriGce has been approved. If the Pilhaoo, on the left, 
it is not; and if the cocoanut is not severed at one blow, 
Ibe deity is considered to have disapproved, and another 
day is appointed for the ceremony to be perfornicMl over 
again. Henceforward the pickaxe is called the Kussee, 
or Maheey instead of Kodalee. The Jemadar keeps it 
with great care, and before every expedition the cere- 
mony must be repeated. 

It is given to the shrewdest, cleanest and most sober and 
careful man of the party, who carries it in his waist-belt. 
While in camp ho buries it in a secure place, with its point 
in the direction they intend to go ; and they belitivo that if 
another direction is better its point will be found changed. 
They say that formerly they used to throw it into a well, 
and that it would come up of itself when summoned with 
du6F: ceremonies ; but since they began to do what was 
forbidden, and neglected what was enjoined, it has lost 
that virtue. They say that it has it still among some 
classes of Thugs in the Duckun who have adhered more 
rigidly to their rites and usages. No foot must touch the 
earth under which it lies buried; nor may the pickaxe be 
touched by any man in an unclean state, or by any unclean 
animal or thing. The burnt offering is repeated on certain 
holydays, and whenever they have been long without a 
victim. After every grave made with it, it must be 
bathed with certain ceremonies. 

The oath by the KoAsee is, in their esteem, far more 
imered than that by the Ganges water or the Koran, and 
1 have known men who have been in prison twenty years, 
entertam firmest conviction that perjury on the 
see, when the osith lias been adminietered with doe cere- 
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mony, mast inevitably cause the death of the person 
within six days, or involve him in some great calamity. 
I have talked with hundreds who have told all their 
secrets, and I never yet met a Thug that did riot, up to 
the last moment of Ins existence, believe tho same. They 
never under any circumstance lose their confidence in 
the Kassee; and if it fail them, they attribute it to accU 
denial neglect of the prescribed ceremonies. In prison, 
when administering an oath to each other in cases of 
dispute among themselves, I have known them frame the 
image of ihe Kassee out of a piece of cloth, and consecrate 
it for the purpose. The deponent puls his hand on it 
while he deposes, or holds it in both hands, and after 
having sworn he drinks water in which the Kassae has 
been washed, or he goes before the image of Dcivei/ with 
the Kasseff in his hands and swears. 

If the Kassee at any time falls from the hands of the 
man who carries it, it is a dreadful omen, and portends 
that he will either be that year killed, or that the ghng 
will snlTer some grievous misfortune. The gang must 
deprive him of his oflice, return home, or cliange the road, 
and consecrate the Kassee anew; and no other party 
will ever encamp or associate with one whose jRrrtJss/?e has 
so fallen, lest thriy should be involved in the calamity. 
Many are the curiods stories they relate to illustrate 
all this. 

Kathur^One of the sects of Thugs. They are sup- 
posed to derive their tiame from a man, who attended the 
feasts of the seven classes at DefaUe with a wooded dish 
or trencher, called their tradei atid left 

it as an inheritance to his descendants. - \ ^ 

office of a scout, or Vpy. . 

. ;i^i^ur---A-scout -^r spy. 



( in ) 


Kotnck^A no\ice or tyro id Thuggee, 

. Keyta — Anient spirits. 

K/iotana~To set out with travellers before daylight 
in the morning. 

Khofubr^The interval between midnight and daybreak 
or suurise. 

Khoiiih vien Ladhnar^l^o murder in that interval. 

Khoiurna^^So encamp or lodge. Term peculiar to 
some classes of Thugs. 

Khiitana, or K/mtae, or Khulae. dena — To inform 
against the gang in consequence of a quarrel; or to become 
tlieir enemies. 

KhiUeene—Vhe. doing so, or Klinihae, 

Khutowa — A Thug who informs against his associates. 

Koot — Theft committed by Thugs among Ihcmselvos 
out of the booty. Duckun Thugs call it Bhotts, 

Koot kur Una — To steal from the booty accjuired. 

Kootha — The Tlujg who so steals. 

Kottar — Any bad omen — same as ArdliuL 

Kul/iovm — The man who cuts up the bodies of the 
victims before they are buried. This they do to prevent 
their emitting a smell, and being thereby discovered by 
jackals, and dug up and exposed. If they leave the 
bodies entirei the ground that covera iliem cracks as they 
decay, and the stench rises to (he surface. 

Kuihae — The office of doing so. 

* Kutheeana^Ssime Katjituz. 

KutbreerS^meikSi Bele — place for the murder. Kuloree 
signifies a bass cup, and when, in the hearing of their 
victims, they appr^end that. the term Be/e might e^ccite 
suspicions, they say ^Jiio, tuioree manj lad* — Lite- 
rally, “ go and^clean the cup’*— rtechnically, go and choose 
the place for the murder. ' 

: Kuloree choQs0 apIace for the murder* 
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Kntkola ^ — A carpeuter. 

Kate — Duckiju term for the feast or sacrifice to Davey^ 
pocniiar to Tbugs, hut common to all classes of them. 
Having* collected goats, rice, ghee, spices, and spirits, 
they assemble on a Tuesday or Friday, in a room chosen 
for the purpose, the doors and windows of which must 
he so closed that nothing can be seen from without. 
The floor must be cleaned, and plastered with cow dung; 
and in the centre, a square is drawn of a cubit each side 
with the kokoo, or mix^ture of tnrmerick and lime. Upon 
tills square^is spread a white sheet, and upon this sheet, 
the rice when boiled is placed. Upon the rice is placed 
the half of a cocoaiiut, filled with ghee, in which is insert- 
ed two wicks, lying across each other, and lighted each 
at both ends, so as to give four lights. If a cocoaiiut 
cannot be found, a vessel of dough of the same form will 
answer. This kind of lamp is occasionally made by all 
kinds of people and is called Chon mukh. Upon the while 
sheet is now placed the consecrated pick-axc and the knife 
of the gang ; and all the spirits brought for the feast. From 
among ^ail the goats purchased for the occasion two are 
now selected, black, and perfect in all their parts. They 
are bathed, and washed, and made to face to the west. 


and if they shake themselves lustily to throw ofl' the mois- 
ture from their bodies, they are immediately sacrificed as 
having been accepted by Davey^ or if one does so, both 
arc sacrificed. If neither of them does this, it is a sign 
that she has rejected both ; and the party eats the rice 
and drinks the spirits, but postpones the sacrifice to 
another day, considering th.e as in the light of a 
simple meal. This they da if any other bad oOien is 
observed on that day, considering the ^ Goddess to be 
dispi^ed with something.^ W the o 

the gaogf this offering csiimot teke'place; ^ ^ 
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The gfoats are sacnliced after the Maliomedah form, 
having' their throats cut while g^race is said over them, 
if the party be Mahotnedans ; but if they are lliudoos, 
the goats have their heads struck oif as at Hindoo 
sacritices. If the two goats are accepted and sacrificed, 
all the other goals purchased for tiio feast are killed and 
eaten : if not, they are kept for a boiler day. A pit is 
dug in the floor into which is thrown the skins, bones, 
and oflal of all kinds ; for nothing brought in for this sacred 
feast must be seen liy any living thing but a TIuig eligi- 
ble to partake of it ; and they believe that if any man not 
a Thug see the lamps, or any part of the preparations, or 
any fire falls on the white sheet and burns any part of if, 
or any animal touches the hones or offal, the leader of 
the gang must die willun the year, and all the members 
he involved in some great calamity. 

If (hey are on an expedition they must take the same 
precautions, and conceal themselves and their ceremonies 
by means of curtains, if they have not walls. After feast- 
ing, they must all wash their hands and faces over the 
pit, and then fill it up securely. The expenses of this 
feast are defrayed commonly by subscription, when it is 
called the Puncliaetee Koto, and is given whenever they 
choose; but most commonly in the Hooly or Dusera 
festivals, during which they may, if they choose, have it 
on any other day as well as . Tuesdays ami Fridays. 
Sometimes the feast is given by the leader or any indivi- 
dual member of a gang. No Thug is eligible to partake 
of this feast in any part of India till he ha.s attained the 
raiik oi sirangler, unless fais family have been Thugs for 
at least two generations. The above is considered the 
complete ceremony, and in the Duckun every part is 
strictly aUenddd to. In IliDdaostan some minor points, 
as the forin of the lamp and the drawing the square, are 

p . ’ 
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omilted. They have no peculiar term for the feast; the 
term they use Kurltae turnn or KnraJiee dena^ being; 
common to all people for u feast. 

Lndli^^A bullock among the Thugs of llindoostan. 
Among the Dnckiin Thugs it signifies blood. 

Lodalia I'rom Lodh, a bullock — A class of Musulman 
Thugs, either descended from or grafted upon the JumaU 
didtee stock of Oude Thugs. These Thugs reside in 
Chnpra, Goruckpore, Chazeepore, Tooruneea, Diiiajpoor, 
Riingporo, aud other parts of Dchar and Bengal, but 
now the principal seat of them is said to be in the Turae, 
north east from Dhnrbunga, where they occupy several 
villages on the frontier between the Nepaul territory and 
our own. The most noted of this class at present are 
Jhoifhe Khan the black, and Jhoulee Khan the fair, who 
are, I beli()ve, cousins. They are said to have got their 
name from loading bullocks, though it does not appear 
that they trade? in that way now. Lodha or Lodhee, with- 
out the vowel after the (dials, a cast of Hindoos common 
all over India, and of this cast the greater part of the 
gangs of Thugs between the Gauges and Jutnnu were 
composed. 

The Lodahas mny be estimated at about three hundred, 
I believe. 

Luhha — A bullock. 

Licklm—S. Musulman. Term peculiar to Duckun 
Thugs. 

Luchmun or Lutchmun Sinff — Terra made use of by 
scouts to indicate the approach of dauger— See Bajeed. 

Luclue Ram — The same. 

Ladhna — To strangle; common to all classes of Thugs. 

Lddhka^GooT or coarse sugar. 

XfO(fe-4^iBu11ock among the Hindostan Thugs ; but 
among the Dackuiiees it siguiQes blood. 
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Xi^dfo/«2<r— Killing^. liudohur Kurna, to murder. 

Luglia — A grave digger. 

Lnghae — ^Tlie oflice of grave digger. 

Luffhouta — Dead bodies of victims. 

Lokaree — A gun. 

Lokharna — To scream loudly when being murdered—* 
See Doonr^ 

Lukeer — Fakcer, a religious mendicant. 

Lewalee — A blanket. Term peculiar to Duckun 
Thugs. 

Lol — The throat. Terra confined to Duckun Thugs. 

Term used by the Duckun Thugs for the 
Kurkuneea, or crossing (from the right or from the left) 
of a hare on the road before them. 

Lumbheree — A sword. 

Lnmpocha — Term among the Berar Thugs for a snake. 
If a snake crosses the road before or beliind the gang, it 
is a bad omen, and tlicy dare not go on iiinless tlioy ciiii 
kill it. If they see it in any situation, it involves a sacri- 
fice unless they kill it. 

Lumbhereeana — To kill with a sword. 

Lendkeea — A washerman, peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

LondJdena-^Ho plunder. 

To be plundered, 

Lffpna — To kill goats or other animals for food. Term 
peculiar to the Duckuu Thugs. 

Leepra or ieep.— Cloth in pieces, not made into gar- 
ments. 

Leepurna . — To strangle. Peculiar to the Western 
Thugs of Ojeyn. 

. liopna or Lop Ruhna — To lie hid or asleep. 

Lopeet or Lopee Khan, or Lopee Sinyh — A term made 
use of by scouts to intimate that danger approaches. 

Lopee Kurna^Ho conceal. 
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Ij^pee -To be concealed. 

Luppooa — Thief, 

Lolfitrbiirkeyn — A pair of jackals crossing; the road 
ill front of the gang from the right or from the left, indi-^ 
eating prison and chains; from fjohar, a blacksmith, 
and Burbey, a carpenter, a very bad omen ; a single 
jackal passing from right to left, is a good omen ; from 
left to right, bad, but of little moment. 

Lurlieea — A shop-keeper. 

Lulknneea — A very small purse, worn only by Thngs 
and thieves, and tbereforo a distinctive mark. 

Liihtar — A dagger. 

Moeli. — A bullock, among the Dnckiin Thugs. 

Muchhooa — A Bhutleeara^ or ke(?per of a siirae for 
the accommodation of travellers. The greater part of 
these people are in the interest of the Thugs, often per- 
mitting them to perpetrate ninrders in their suraesS, and 
giving them useful information regarding travellers and 
pursuers. 

Mudorem — Name given to the Maun) or fighting of 
cals, by the Koeleeas and some other Thugs. 

Mekhkae Dhap — See Jokkur or Dhap. 

Mukkanr-^S. Rajpoot of whatever calling. 

Mykureea^k barber. Term peculiar to DuckunTliiigs, 

Maitlee — Tlie man who bears home money for the 
subsistence of their families from Thugs erigaged in 
distant expeditions. Pecnliur to the Korliareea and 
Lodhee Thugs. 

5 Maml — Ahorse. 

Mawilee—X mare. 

Maulee — Parole of rendezvous among the Duckiin 
Thugs ; the same as Phool among the UindoostaneeS. 

Mmilee rftrna— -To give the parole of rendezvous. 

Mohil — A chief. Peculiar to the Diioknn TbagSb 
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sacred pick-axe, calle^d also Kassee. 
The Durkiin Thugs ah^ays use the term Mahee, never 
KusseCf for the pickaxe. The Durkun Thugs give 
this term to the Thakur, or full call of Iho large owl also. 
See Thakui\ 

MooUaneas~\. class of Thugs, all Mosulmans, who 
are said to have emigrated direct from Delhi, and not 
through Agra, and therefore not among the A<juiu*eas^ 
They are said to call tlieniselvos Naiks, and to travel and 
trade as Brinjaras. They kill the greater part of tlieir 
female children, and never allow what survive to marry 
out of their own class. They travel with their families, 
and strangle travellers with the cords with which they 
are accustomed to drive their bullocks, and not like 
other Thugs, with the handkerchief, 'rhoy are among 
the ancient Thugs, and are considered strict in tlieir 
observances, and staunch to their oath of secrecy. 

Mamoo — One who knows Thugs, and takcvS mlvan- 
tage of his knowledge to betray, or to extort money from 
them. 

Maun — I’be place for the grave, A term peculiar to 
Duckun Thugs — (See Belee) Maankurree, the man who 
selects the place for murder. 

Maunj — The omen of the cats heard nghtitig. If 
heard during the first watch of the night it promises 
good ; if during the night at any time after the first watch, 
it is called iee Maunj and threatens evil. 

If beard in the day time, it is called the “ Dhamouea ktm 
A/awrj/V' and threatens very great evil. If the cats fall 
down from a height while fighting, it threatens still 
worse. 

Treasure. A term poculiur to some classes 
of Thugs. Gael is the more common term. 

Min^keea^\ Gosacn. 
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Minuk — A Gosaea or Byragee — Hindoo religious 
mendicant. 

Munkhela — A man. 

Maniwar — A jackal. To prevent their digging up the 
dead bodies, Thugs throw over the grave either very 
thorny bushes ox ispnghokT, the seeds of the flea wort, 
to which they say jackals and dogs have a strong anti- 
pathy. They say that witli the ispayhole there is uo 
danger from any animal, but the bear and hyena. 

Maarluifa^A gold mohur. 

Mornn — To go slowly ; peculiar to Duckiiu Thugs. 

Mirgmaul — A herd of deer. This at all limes and 
under all circumstances is favorable, as promising a 
meeting with more Thugs. 

Morka — The extra share given to distinguished or 
principal Thug loaders, who command each a party of 
not less than twenty Thugs. If, including the jemadar, 
the party consists of twenty, they divide the booty into 
twenty-one shares, the leadc?r lakes one as bis workaf 
and he has another share with the rest. Tf there are five 
such leaders and parties, they have live separate shares. 
This is after the deduction of the dhurae or leader's share, 
in which jemadars, great and small, share alike. 

Margee — A clieyla or disciple : term peculiar to 
Duckun Tlings~A mere tyro before he becomes ini- 
tiated. Hindustan Thugs call them kyhoolas ox heelooH^ 

Mururee — A party of Thugs assembled in council. 

Mururee ka Dhunee.a — A pexlllum^ heard from one 
of the Thugs, while they arc assembled in council. It is 
considered a dreadful omen, and involves the necessity 
of great sacrihees. 

Must Kaiee Karna^ or Kaiee must Kurna-^To speak 
softly in whispers. 

Matungee-^A lizatd. Peculiar to Duckuu Thugs. 
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Motheea — A class of Thugs that reside chieDy about 
Rangpore, Dinapore, Purnea, and derive their name, 
it is said, from their usage of giving their leaders a hand- 
ful (^Motheea) out of every booty consisting of rupees or 
other money, as their share over and above what they 
^ceive in the general division. 

They have the same dialect as the other Thugs, and 
assume like them the disguises best suited to limes and 
circumstances ; but, like the Thugs of Behur and Bengal 
generally, they have their Beles or places oC murder, and 
or resting place, chiclly on the banks of large 
rivers or running streams, into which they can throw the 
bodies of their victims. They are almost all of the 
moaner cast or Taniooas, 

Maijiaphore — (Literally head breaker.) The approacli 
of the ass braying from the frout upon the gang, ft indi- 
cates that the gang will have their heads broken, they 
rest at the place they had intended to halt at: they must 
go to some olher. 

Mahasiitee — Call of the single jackal which people call 
the Faoo. Terra among Diicktin Thugs for what the Hin- 
dostau Thugs call the Bhalee or Barohee. Bhaloo is said 
to he a term used for this call among alt people iti the 
Ducknn, Thugs or not X^ugs. It is always a bad omen 
among Dnekun Thngs. Among Hindustan Thugs it is 
subject to the ordinary rules. 

jVow— The weeping of a woman. Term peculiar to 
Duckim Thugs. 

Nud/i — A Village. 

Naya kur dena — To exclude from association with 
Thugs. Term peculiar to Diickiin Thugs; and among 
them peculiar to exclusion fur the murder of a Sweeper, 
Chumar, Teylee, Dhobee, Sonar, Dancing Girl, Bhart, 
Nauukpuntec, Jattadaree, Bunjara, Ifatheewan (Eie- 
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pbant driver). X^or the murder of any one of these 
classes, knowing him to be such, (he Thug is turned out 
of cast, and never admitted hack to their society. 

Naga Lngna — The occurrence of this crime, the most 
dreadful of all crimes in the estimation of aDuckun Thug. 

Nughoo-^A body of soldiers. T 

Naklina — An affix signifying Kama, to do, in general . 
use it is said with the Punjab, Multan and Kauthur Thugs. 

Nakee or Nt/laret' — Sneezing. This is a bad omen on 
setting out on an expedition, or on leaving any stage ; 
and rcijuires expiatory sacrifices. If they have travellers 
with them when they hear this omen, they must let thejm 
all escape, as they dare not put them to death ; all Uia^ 
duos have the same dread of this omen on setting oat on 
an expedition ; and so have the MaiioiTimedaus in spile 
of their creed. 

Nem^e or Nemee Khan — A call to signify speak or 
w'alk slowly and softly. 

Neeainul — A traveller in the hands of Thugs : same 
as liunj. 

Neera — Water. 

Nareat— The head. Term confined to the Dnekun 
Thugs. 

Narla-^Auy soldier or police man. Term peculiar to 
Duckun Thugs, 

Noivureeu’^A tyro or new Thug while on bis first 
expedition. The Thugs of the Jumaldehee and Lodaha 
clans always make the Nawvreea kick the body of the 
first person they murder on the expedition five times on 
the back, thinking that it will bring them good lack. 
The Moteeas Ao the same, 

ATwmAiW’— Unsafe or disturbed, in contradiction to 
Bajeed or, i8&io and undisturbed, i. e. the scene appointed 
for murder. 
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Free from danger ; any place where the Thugs 
intend to murder, divide property or lodge, in contradis' 
tinctioii to Tikkitr, dangerous* — Kaul Nissart a safe 
village. Kaul Tikhiir, unsafe village. 

Nizam Oddeeu. Oukm — A saint of llio Soiinee sect of 
Maliomnmdiins, said to have been a Thug of groiit note 
at some period of his life, and bis tomb near Dclliie is to 
this day visited as a place of pilgrimage by TIni gs, who 
make votive oiler ings to it. He is said to have been of 
the Bursote class, born in the month of SulVer llidgeroe,— 
March A. D. 1230, died Rubeo OIowul 725, October 
A. D. 1325. His tomb is visited by Mahommndnn pilgrims 
from all parts as a place of great sanctily from contain- 
ing the remains of so holy a man; but the Thugs-, bolli 
Hindoo and Mahotnmudun, visit it as containing- the 
remains of the most celebrated Thug of his day. He 
was of the Sonnee sect, and those of the Sheeah sect find 
no (linicnlty in believing that ho was a Thug ; but those 
of his own sect will never credit it. There arc perhaps 
no suflicicnt grounds to pronounce liim one of the frater- 
nity ; but there are perhaps some to suspect that lie was 
so at some period of his life. The Thugs say lie gave it 
np early in life, but kept others employed in it till late, 
and derived an income from it; and the “ Diifilvl Qlujh^^ 
or supernatural purse, with which ho was supposed to be 
endowed, gives a colour to this. His lavish expenditure 
so much beyond his ostensible means, gave rise to the 
belief that he was supplied from above with money, 

Offulna — To set out. A term peculiar to Duckun 'riuigs. 

Oogur Jana — To escape, fly from danger. Same as 
Jhurjana. 

Ooguul — Old clothes, term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Ogaera — A servant of a Thug or other man of rank. 
Term conHued to the Duckun Thugs. 

Q 
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Oondana-^l^o eat. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Oorut pntore.e. — The chattering of the small owl when 
flying. See Putoree. 

Ooruihawree — The crepitus ventris” heard from a 
Tiiug when on the road. They either change the road or 
avert the omen by a sacrifice. They collect and burn a 
pile of cow-dung, and each member of the gang throws 
one of the hiirning embers at the offending party who 
rnns the gauntlet among them. If any Thug is heard to 
break wind while they are at their or resting place, 

dividing the booty, it is called ** Pliur ka Dhuneea,'^ and 
considered a very bad omen. They remove the offender 
from among them, and kindle a fire upon the place where 
he sat, and quench it with water, saying. As the signs 
of the water disappear, so may the threatened evil pass 
away.” Five blows of a shoe intlicled upon the head of 
the offending person mitigates the evil to be apprehended, 
but cannot avert it altogether. If any one break wind 
between the point they set out from, and the first resting 
place, it is considered an extremely bad omen. 

Ooharna — -To strangle. 

Oorimla — A stone : also a SJunnseea^ or holder of bands. 
Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Paoo — All acquaintance and accomplice of Thugs. 

Piichhhpya — One of the sects of Thugs ; it is derived 
from the Biirsotc clan. 

Pucka kurna — To bury in a deep and secure grave. 

Pttckjieyla — Paper in general — written upon or not; 

" Peeada hyth lana — Same as poolakiirna* 

Pykee — Treasure in ihottcy. 

Pehloo or Pi//foo— The handkerchief with whit$b they 
stran^te people — the roowm/. 

P&jrtZice— The time from sunrise till sunset. From, 
sunrise till midday, Churtee Phoolkee* Frotii''midday 



( 12S ) 


till sunset is tbe Otnrteft Phoolkep ; a bad omen daring 
the first is much worse than the same during the Churtee 
Phoolkee, 

Pativee — A ring for the finger, nose, or ear. Term con- 
fined to the Diickuu Tlitigs, 

Phool — Parole or engagement to meet again at a cer-^ 
tain place when suddenly dispersed. 

Phooldena — To appoint tbe place of meeting — ^‘Agra 
kee Phooi deea. lie appointed Agra as the place of ren- 
dezvous.” 

Phoola — The person who takes home money for the 
subsistence of the families of Thugs. 

Pi//moo— The appearance or voice of the animals from 
which omens are taken, on the left- The reverse of the 
Thihao(K If the PUhao promises good according to their 
rules of amjnrif^ it is always the bettor from being follow- 
ed by the Thtbaoo soon after. If it threatens evil, that 
evil is mitigated by the Tliibaoo. 

Dilferent casts and clans of Thugs have in some few 
instances difiereut rules for interpreting these sounds and 
appearances, and what is considered to threaten evil by 
some, is thought to promise good by others ; hut on such 
occasions they all follow the rules of the leader wlio opens 
the expedition, or leads the greatest number of Tiiugs 
associated together in any expedition. 

The Pilhaoo, or omen on the left, must bo observed first 
on opening an expedition, audit must bo followed by the 
Thibaoo immediately after, or the expedition cannot be 
entered upon. It signifies that the Deity bus taken the 
gang by tbe left arm, to lead them on ; but she must give 
them the Thibaoo, to signify that she has taken them by 
the right arm also, or the party appointed to take the aus- 
pices returns home, and the gang w^aits till the omens are 
. unexceptionable. 
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The Pilhaoo perceived on leaving any stage during 
the expedition, or preparing to leave iU promises good* 
Tlic Thihaoo threatens evil, and the gang halts. On 
reaching any stage, the Pilhaoo tbteatens evil, and they 
must move on without resting. The Thibaoo promises 
good, and they rest securely. 

There are some few exceptions to the general rule ^ 
that, for the PilltaoOf the omen must be on the left. Some 
animals must bo beard or seen on the right to consti* 
lute the Pilhaoo^ and vice versa, but these are very few 
indeed. 

Pola — The sign made at a cross road to gniJe the 
memlxTS of the gang who are behind in the direction 
the others have taken. They draw their feet along 
the dust ill the direction they have taken; and if their 
friends arc to follow quickly, they leave the dust piled 
lip at the end of the line where the foot stops, or make 
a hole in it with the heel. If the road aflbrds no dust, 
they leave two stones piled one on the other in the line- 
they have taken, and strew a few leaves of trees along 
the road. If their friends are to make Imste, they leave 
a long line of leaves. They have other signs for the 
same purposes. 

Polakurna^lio make the signs. 

Piihee^A ring. 

PuUoo ox PMoo dena — To instal as a strangler, or 
invest witli the romaL 

Panclerphulec — Pearls. Term peculiar to Duckun 
Thugs. 

P/tanhlena — ^l''o throw away any victim or other thing 
as worthless or unsuitable, as one or more of a party id 
be thitrj^red, when they have itnore than they Ban manage, 
or he^ Whe, or they are not suited for their purpose. 

Phantjola — Pearls. Among Duckun Thugs a oook. 
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Phantfolee — Small gold coins. Among Dackun Thugs 
a hen. 

Pliankura — The call of the hare by night ur day when 
the Thugs liave travellers with them. It is a bad omen 
and the travellers must not be killed. 

P/iaw/r— Any useless thing not worth the keeping, but 
particularly a Iravelhir without property. 

Pntigoo — A river Thug of Bengal, who carries on his 
murders on board his boat, which he calls ^ KunLee» 

Puneeara — Pearl . 

Piirnakhna—lLo strangle. Term peculiar, it is said, 
to the Thugs of Ojeyn and the West. 

Phoorkana — A horse. 

Phooi'kanee'^X mare. 

Phitr — Any place where they murder Ibcir victims or 
divide their liooly. 

Phurka Dhnneect^X crepitus ventris,”, beard from 
any one one while they are sitting dow^u and dividing 
their booty : a very bad omen. See Oorul Kawree. 

Pkiir jharna — To clean the place of murder. After a 
murder has taken place at night, some members of tlio 
gang are left behind to remove any signs that may be 
seen when day appears. 

Phurjhurowa — The man who is left behind for that 
purpose. 

Phuruck dma — To wave any cloth to warn associates 
of danger. 

. Purta purna^T!o be recognized, viz. any article taken 
from a murdered person. 

Phosurna — To fly or escape. Term peculiar to 
Suckun Thugs* 

Pusur — ^The direction or scene appointed for an expe* 
dilion. UTAous, the tinte of return* 

Phutakee^A gun. 
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Phutkee — A shield. 

Polnra — A horse. Poturee — A mare. 

Pooturuet^^k man bn horse back. 

Pooturaet- Rhurtote — Tho man who strsingles him. 

Pootaraetee — Tho strangling a man so pulled olF his 
horse. 

Polnne (I)hoiee ) — A waist band. Term peculiar to 
Koeleea Thugs, or Thugs of and from the district of 
Koel. 

Piithe ho jana — ^To disperse or divide into small par- 
ties when it is dangerous to remain assembled. 

Ptthinpv — A sneeze. 

Pw/Ao/v#? or TCosm/ — T he loud and continued chirping 
or calling of the small owl. If made by the bird while 
sitting, it promises good. If while flying, it threatens evil. 
The chatter or call when sitting is interpreted according 
to the rules of the Thibaoo or Pilaoo. 

PnUedtr — The call of the partridge. If heard while 
the Thugs are travelling, the call on the loft promises 
good, and on the right threatens slight evil. If they are 
halting at the lime, the call on the right is good, that on 
the left bad. 

Putoree — The small owl. 

Quhindcra — One of the sects of Moltanee Thugs, who 
travel with bears aud monkeys. 

Rooli — An allix to the nnmbcr of persons killed in any 
affair ; a single person killed in an Eeloo, wben two per- 
sons are killed, the atfair is a Bhilree, three Singhore, 
four Bihrdy five Puclirooh, six Chehrooh, and so on. 

Mfiba — Any trick of Thugs 

likhee — Behiud. Peculiar to a few classes, aud 
obsolete. 

Btigon^An omen good or bad* 

J4My«0M/<?s~Taking the auspices. 
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Even the most sensible approvers who have been with 
me for many years, as well Musulinans as Hindoos, 
believe that their good or ill success always depended 
upon the skill with which the omens were discovered 
and interpreted, and the strictness with which they were 
observed and obeyed. One of the old Siiulouse stock 
told me yesterday (May 30lh, 1835) in [iresence of 
twelve others from Ifydrabail, Behar, tho Dooab, Oude, 
Hajpootana, and Biindelcuiid, assemliled tor the purpose 
of revising tliis vor^abiilary, that had they not attended to 
these omens they could never had thrived as they did, and 
that in ordinary cases of murder a man seldom escaped 
after one of them, while they and their families had Jbr 
ten generations thrived, though they had murdered hun- 
dreds of people. '"This/' said he, “ could never have been 
the case, had we not attended to omens, and had not omens 
been intended for ns. There were always signs around 
ns to guide us to rich booty and warn us of danger, had 
^we been always wise enough to discern them and religi- 
ous enough to attend to them.” Every Thug present 
concurred with him from his souL 

Raja — Term among Jliickun Thugs for Mahee. or 
Thakur — the loud full call of the largo owl. Jmujjore. 
Raja—'i L'wo large owls responding to each other; at all 
times and in all situations a bad omen. 

Raookar — JSuhookar, a banker. 

Roukee — A police choukedar or guard — Roukeca, a 
policeman. 

Rukat Beej^ Dana — The Thugs have a tradition that 
a demon by name lieej Dana infested the world 


• Jiukutf bloofi, aud Rcej, seed. All Hindoos believe in this demon 
having been destroyed by the consort ot Iffahadeo in the form ul Koiec, 
but those who are not Thugs suppose that when she found every 
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anti devoured mankind as often as they were born or 
created ; and to enable the world to be peopled Kalee 
Davey determined to put him to death. This demon they 
say was so tail that the deepest ocean never reached 
above his waist ; and he could, consequently walk over 
the world at his rase. Kalee Davey attacked him, and 
cut him down ; but from every drop of his blood another 
demon arose, and as she cut them down, from every drop 
of their blood another demon sprung up, and the dutii- 
bers increased at this geometrical rate, while she became 
fatigued with the labour. On this she formed two men 
from the sweat brushed olT from one of her arms ; and 
giving tli(?jn each a handkerchief, told them to put all 
these demons to death, without allowing one drop of their 
blood to . fall upon the ground. 

After their labour was over, they offered to return to 
the Goddess the handkerchiefs witli which they had done 
their work, but she desired them to keep them as the 
instruments of a trade by which their posterity were 
to earn their subsistence and to strangle men with 
these roamals, as they had strangled the demons, and 
live by the plunder they acquired ; and having been the 
means of enabling the world to get provided with men by 
the destruction of the demons, their posterity would be 
entitled to take a few for their own use. The roomal they 
call the “ Goputhan,*^ and tlio Goddess told tli^m that 
they should leave the bodies of their victims on the ground 
and she would take care that they should be removed, 
provided they would never look behind them to see in 
what manner, and that if they observed this and aU<tlie 


drop of blond, as it reached the ground producing another demon to 
wige War with h^r, she iiokid them all ofi’ with her enormous tongue as 
she cut off thoiir heads. « 
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other rules she prescribed for them, no power on earth 
should punish them for what they did, 

Tliese creations from the sweat of Bhowattee's arm are 
not supposed to have themselves used the roomals, but to 
have bequeathed them with all Ihoir privileges to their 
children, who did not avail themselves of them for several 
generations. 

Itau/—Duckiw l(^rn^ for Rareyn, the clamourous call 
of many jackals. Among the Duckuu Thugs this is. always 
a good oineu, whether by day or night, right or left. 

Rumasee — The peculiar dialect of the Thugs. 

Rumujnu — To recognize or delect. 

Raugwa — A Seepahee, so called from his red coat. 

R anyee- la^ C o ral . 

Ruhna — A temporary grave. 

Rahna kur (/ena—To bury bodies in a temporary 
grave. 

... Rooaran^Any call of the ..jackal. Term peculiar 
to Juma/dehee, Lodalia and Moteea Thugs of Oudc, 
Bohar, &c. 

Roojiareyl — ^^The Sawa Mavioola, or water wag-lail. Its 
omen is interpreted according to the ordinary rules of the 
Thibaoo and IHlhuoo. 

Roopaiimea — The cull of ilie hare at night on the loft 
hand — a good omen. 

Rareyjt — The general clamour of a pack of jackals. 
Heard at night it is good on the left, and of little or no 
importance on the right, except on the day of opening the 
expedition. Heard then on the right, it threatens evil, 
and the expedition cannot be opened. Heard at any time 
in the day, from half an hour after sunrise to half an hour 
before sunset, it is a very bad omen. 

Rewaroo—Fine earth or sand ffoiu a grave^ same as 
Bhusma. 

R 
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Ratee holee Teeiura, Din ko bolee seear, Tuj cindee ira 
dai/sra, milieen puree achanuk Dhar — If tlje partridge 
cull at nrght, or the juckal during the day, quit that 
country, or you will be seized. 

*S'e<?a~Gold. 

Shah Mahornmud — Same as Lucheerarn. Term used 
to signify that danger is near. 

Sodh — Money or any property concealed, or search 
made for it. 

Sodhna or Sod/dena — To endeavour to ascertain the 
extent of a traveller’s properly. 

Sofedee — Silver. 

Sheikh Jee^Same. as Shah Mahoinmud. 

Sikka* — The roomal, or handkerchief with which they 
strangle. 

Sewalee^X fox. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Treasure. 

Shumsem — The persoitswho holds the hands and feet of 
the person while the Rhurtoie strangles him. 

Shumseeae — The oflice of the Shuynseens, 

Suiilh — A sw^ord. 

Sancha — The grave. 

Singore or Sankhole — A party of three travellers. 

Sireepotee — A sect of Thugs derived from the Bhys 
clan, 

Siskar^K washerman. Term peculiar to Juinaldehee^ 
Lodahut and Moteea Thugs. 

Soon— A Thug by birth who has not yet attained the 
rank of a strangler. 

Samce— Term used by Duckun Thugs for Jhii^nee, tlie 
signal for murder. 

* Siva add his consort Parbutteo or Katee are often represented with 
the Pasha in one band, which is a rope ur rooinal carried for the purpp^ 
of binding and strangling oAenders. 
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SonoJca — The first murder committed after opening* the 
expedition. The person murdered mnist not lie of the 
female sex, or a Brahman, a Kaet, religious mendicant, 
oilman, potter, carpenter, blacksmith, goldsmith, elephant- 
driver, any person having a domestic animal with him, no 
one having gold conspicuous upon his person, no man 
carrying tlic bones of his parents to the holy river, nor 
musician, nor dancing master. 

Soonaro.e — A kite. Term peculiar to Duckuii Thugs. 

Seyp — Any sleight or trick of a 'riiug made to tloceivo 
travellers, same as Gunooa : also the exterior or appear- 
ance, when respectable, of a Thug or traveller. 

Soopitreea — A class of Thugs that reside about Soopn- 
in Scindhea’s territories. They adopted the trade, sifter 
some of the original emigrants from l)elhi(j through Agra 
liad married into ihoir families. They are called also 
IhuiffHrecua and Koktireoas, 

'■ Sinm — A shopkeeper. Term peculiar to a few classes 
of Thugs ill Behar and Bengal. 

Sfftartta — To count. 

Sirma — -llie head . 

Sour — Any man that escapes from the hands of the 
Thugs, when they attempt, to strangle him. 

Surhahrnd Khan — The name pronounced by Ihe leader 
to direct the stranglers to be ready at their post to fall 
upon the victims, when the final signal otxTluna*e\^ given. 
It is also used to signify that some one approaches, or 
overhears, and that the 'rhngs must be on their guard. 
DiiliiVy Duhir Khan tXwA Surmnst Khan are used for the 
same purpose. 

Surdhiineea — A Dhotee or waist-band. 

SosaUadhna — 'fo strangle a Sosal. 

Sosal Kama — ^To wash or bathe ; also to bind up the 
booty when ISisul or scattered for the purpose of divid- 
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ing* it; also to prepare a vietim for being strangled, by 
persuading Liin tcH^ncover his head or iicek. 

So()s7il~A person whose neck and head are uncovered 
and therefore convenient for being strangled; one who is 
strangled without any untow^ard circumstance of screams, 
blows, struggles, ikt. &c. ; also a Thug after he has cleans- 
ed himself from stains of Idood, or any signs of murder, 
lu all these senses, and in every other in which the term 
is technically used, it is supposed to BisiiL 

Soosems — A class of Thugs of the Dhanuk, or lowest 
Hindoo caste, who call themselves A'ai'is, and Thorks^ 
and reside about Jypore, Kishengur, Onheeara, Boondee 
Joudpore, Khasnode, Shuhpore, llutlam, Jhiibooa, j\lnn- 
disore, Tonk, and other parts of Malwa, and Uajpootaiia. 
They have been increasing in numbers for many genera- 
tions, though they are not considered very ancient ; and 
from their low caste are looked down upon by all the other 
classes of Thugs, who never eat >viUi thon^ though ofteti 
associated with them iu their expeditions. They often 
dress themselves as merchants, and pretend to travel 
through tlui country on business in parties, in which their 
leaders figure as merchants of rank, and the rest as his 
followers and friends of dillercnt grades. The head inau 
is often in a hackery or a palanquin, aud the rest appear 
very assiduous aud respectful in their attentions to him. 
Sometimes they are . found as sipabecs in search of 
service ; at others as treasure- bearers, or in whateverr 
disguise seems best for the occasion and country in which 
they operate, most commonly Guzerat and Rajpoot an a or 
Kandesh. They stranglq and bury like the olhe^/rbugs, 
and with but few exceptions use the same dialect, 

Sath-zui — The seven original clans of Thugs who were 
all Muhoniedans, and from them all others arc supposed to 
he derived. They are Bliym, Bursoilt, Kachunee, Hutiffr, 
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Ganoo, Tundil, BMeem. The Tliiigs guy that the Sath- 
znf, or seven clans, were all that werei^^ Dclhie as Thugs ; 
and that they derived Ihcir descent fnun seven hrotbers. 
This however is not probable. Mnsaliuan Thugs all over 
India are very proud to trace their descent from one or 
other of these great slocks, and ho^who can do so is 
generally trealed as a man ofsiipeiior birlli. 

Sai/ta — The lirst seven days of an expedition, during 
which the families (d* those engaged in one cxpeditit)ii 
admit no visits from tlie families of Thugs who are absent 
on another expedition, lest the travellers destined for the 
one should go over to the other gang ; neither must 
they oat any thing that has belonged to the families of 
such other Thugs. The Thugs engaged in the ex- 
pedition do not till the seventh day dress any food 
in ghee, nor cat any animal footl but tisli ; nor shave, 
nor allow their clothes to be washed by a dlinhy, nor 
indulge ill any sexual intercourse, nor give in cliarity, 
not even part of their food to a dog, cat or jackal. 
They must not bathe nor eat any sugar, except what 
the leader brought with him on setting out. Fornujrly 
they never eat any salt or tnrmerick, but now Ibcy 
do. t)ii the seventh day they have a good meal of which 
greens of some kind or other must be a component part. 
During the whole time the expedition lasts, if within 
one year, they take no milk, nor do they clean their 
teeth with a brush ( mlsii:ak.) 

If the Sonrka, or first murder, takes place within the 
seven days, or Salha, they consider themselves relieved 
by it from all these restraints. .Formerly they never used 
to murder as the JiVonr/'r/ (or first victim) any Brahman, or 
Syad, or any very poor man, nor any man with gold upon 
him, nor any man who had a quadruped with him, nor a 
dhiobee, nor a sweeper, nor a teylee (oil vender), nor a 
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bhaut (bard), nor a kaet (a writer), nor a blind man, nor 
maimed persons, lior a leper, nor a datioing woman, nor a 
pilgrim or devotee. Some classes and individuals neglect 
these rules and the misfortunes which have fallen upon 
Thugs lately are attributed principally to this cause. 

SiUna — To snore when sleeping, or when being 
strangled. 

The slight chirp of the small owl three or four 
times only repeated. This is a very bad omen while the 
bird is sitting, and still worse wlion Hying. 

Santa — A bracolcl — conliiied to tlio Ducivim Thugs. 

SUiarna — To count. 

Sitkala — Gold coins. Term peculiar to Oiickun Thugs. 

Siinh — Gold. Term peculiar to Duckun 'fhugs. 

Soiha. —The person employed to inveigle travellers : 
always the must elo((uent and persuasive man they 
can find. 

SotAoc— The oflicc of invcigler. 

Sootlee — Twenty rupees, 

SiUhote — Same as Jihurto/e — a strangler. 

Sul/ina--A Musalman. 

Sfilhaea dalna — To kill with a sword. 

Suiheea}ta—V\\G same. 

Syt — Tcjrni used by the Berar Thugs, for pliool or 
parole of rendezvous. Other Thugs of the south call 
it manlee. 

Taw — A gang or parly of either travellers or 
Thugs. 

Taw must Chowkaw-^Kcep out of sight, conceal tlie 
gang from view. 

Tiiiae dalna — ^T6 kill. Tohne jana^ to be killed. 

Thihana or Thihae rfe//a— To cause travellers to sit 
down on some pretence or other, that stranglers may con- 
veniently do their work of murder. 
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IZ7*tiaoo~The auspice or omen on the right hand. Tn 
opening an expedition the omen must be seen or heard 
first on the left, Pilhaoo ; and be soon followed by one 
on the right. They will not open their expedition if the 
omen is first observed on the right, nor Avhen observed 
on the left unless followed on the right. 

Thlbmt — To sit down or rest, as a tra\ eller. 

Tuhaa dalna — To strangle. A term peculiar to some 
classes of Thugs. 

Ttihaa Nakhna — The same. 

Tiyiumee — ^The eye. 

Tujhnnee knrna — To search. 

T'oijme — The turban. Term confined chiefly to Bcrar 
and some other Duckun Thugs. 

Tanjua — To oat, 

Thakur — 'riic loud full call of’ the large owl, said to be 
like the word, yhoo yhooT This they interpret ac- 
cording to the ordinary rules of the TIuhaoo and Pilaoo. 
See also (Joryitret^a and Karra, ])uckuu Thugs call it 
Maliee or Raja 'JWkitla. 

Trvkula — Any suspicious thing taken from a murdered 
person, which it is dangerous for a Thug to carry. 

Tuekitla pnrna — To be recognized, as any thing taken 
from u murdered person and found upon a Thug. Pecu- 
liar to Duckun Thugs; same as Parta puma amoug^ 
other Thugs. 

, Tliokee knrna — To spit. When the leader of the 
gang for the time being wishes every man to be at his 
post ready to perform the ofiSce assigned to him, he gives 
the Khokhee^ which is hawking aloud or casting up the 
phlegm preparatory to spitting. When- they are all ready, 
he gives the Jhirnee^ or signal to set to, if all is clear. 
If be sees cause to suspend operations, he gives the 
Thokee^ that is, spits out the phlegm ; when all retire 
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a^ain. Commonly it is the signal for the stranglers to 
take post near their respective victims, but sometiBies 
Jt is used on other occasions. 

Tikliiir — Dangerous to Thugs, either a place or person. 

Tookna — To die. 

Took jana—'i^o die. 

Tukrar — Search inad6r^: by villagers or others after 
Thugs or their proceedings. 

Tnil — A company or individual who has escaped by 
being left behind out of a party of travellers murdered. 
Same as Adlioreea. 

Teel. — A person found w^atcliing or dodging the Thugs. 

Thola — A Tlnina or ptdice guard. Term peculiar to 
the Koeleea and Dooab Thugs* 

Tilha — A spy or scout. 

Tilhm — The ullice of scout. 

Toolak ruhna — To sleep, or Toulnkaa. 

Thmmnee — Bribery. T/nimonee dena—To bribe. 

Tombah) kha lo, ijv pee lo — liat or smoke your tobacco^, 
tecbnically “strangle”; one of the signals for murder. 

Tome — Any thing parficularly good or valuable in the 
spoil; a thing which (he gang thinks worthy of being 
preserved for the head man of their village, or any great 
patron as a present. 

Townaree — Pretence, or trick to beguile travellers. 

Tankee detui — To rouse Iravellers from their sleep. 

Thenffu — A sword. Term peculiar to the Teiingana 
or Dnekun Thugs. 

Tiunooa — A boy. 

Thina — The sagie. 

Tonya — An Anyhiirka or vest. A term peculiar to the 
Thugs of the Dooab. 

; Towia/r^A party of trave larger than the Xhug^^ 
^n mauage to destroy. 
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Tona— 'A Thug's trick, pretext or deceit. 

Tongur — Any Marhatta man. Term peculiar to the 
Duckun Thugs. 

Tundul—OwQ of the seven original clans of Thugs. They 
and the fiahleems went direct from Dcihie, after their 
expulsion, to Multan and the Duckun, and did not rest at 
Agra. None of these clans ar^ to he found in the Dooab 
or Dutidelcund. 

Tupovnee^K sacrifice of goor to Jihowanee^ This 
sacrifice is offered at the first convenient place after every 
murder. One rupee and four annas worth of goor, or 
coarse sugar, is purchased, and put upon a blanket or 
sheet spread upon the cU'anest place they ran select. Near 
the pile of sugar and on the blanket they place the conse- 
crated pick-axe, and a piece of silver, as a ** Roop 
Dnrsitn,'^ or silver offering. The most estoeined leader 
of the gang who is su[)poscd to be most in favor with the 
Goddess, and best ac<|uaiiiled with tlio modes of propitiat- 
ing her, is placed on the blanket, with his face to the 
west. As many noted stranglers as it can conveniently 
contain, sit on each side of this leader, with their faces in 
the same direction. They must be, including the leader, 
an even number. The rest of the gang sit outside the 
blanket. The leader now makes a hole in tiic ground, 
and having put into it a little of the goor, he lifts his 
clasped hands and eyes towards lieaveu, and with his niiiul 
fixed upon the Goddess, he says, “ Great Goddess ! as 
you vouchsafed one lack and sixty-two thousand rupees 
“ to Joora Naig, and Koduk Bunwaree in their need, so 
** we pray thee, fulfdl our desires,’* In this prayer all 
the Thugs fervently join, repeating the words after the 
leader. He then sprinkles some water over the pit and 
pick-axe; and places a little goor upon the extended 
hands of every Thug seated upon the blanket with him*/ 

s 
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One of the gang now gives the Jhirne€f or signat for 
strangling, iaifao same manner as if they were going to 
commit murder, and the Thugs upon the carpet eat tlieir 
goor in aolema silence. Not a word is spoken till they 
havo eaten the whole, and drank some waters The pile 
ofgoor is now distributed, as consecrated fond to the 
whole of the gang entitlOid from their rank to partake of 
it. They eat it all with silent reverence, so that no part 
may fall to the ground, and if any fall, it is put into tlio pit 
that it may not be soiled by the foot of any one. The 
silver is then given back to the person who lent it for the 
purpose. 

No one but a man who has strangled with his own 
hands, and is^at the same time a free man, is suHered to 
partake of tlie goor thus consecrated. For those who 
have not yet strangled a victim, or are not I'reenien, sugar 
is set apart from the pile before consecration, and they 
eat it at the same time as the others on the signal given. 
If any thing improper, or indecorous in language, manner, 
or conduct, takes place during this ceremony, they consi- 
der it an evident sign of the displeasure of the deity, and 
despair of further success daring the expedition. 

If any particle of the consecrated goor should be "left 
on the ground, and cuton by a dog or any other animat, 
they would, they believe, suffer under the displeasure of 
the deity for years. If any other human being should 
taste the goor, they are persuaded that ho would imme- 
diately take to the trade of Thuggee, and never be able to 
leave it off whatever may have been his rank or condhion in 
life. If they haVeany young di^ciplei aboat whose advance^ 
ment they are very solicitous, they try to get for faim^a 
liftle of the consecrated goor, assured that be would 
advance rapidly in his profession after eating it. 1S^ 
i^^oora Naig, and Koduk Bunwaree. 
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yi)>jpaii«---To watch, observe. 

r?//?a/-na~To search or scrutinize, or arrest. 

Thapteea^^. potter. Peculiar to Duckun Thugs# 

7Vii£p— Bread. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Teep—X fire kindled among Thugs for evil purposes— 
ieep turnd to murder, divide booty, bury, or cover up the 
grave. They use this term whenever they require to 
mention fire before those who arc likely to hear, but ought 
not to understand them commonly. 

The place of encampment where the Thugs 
spend the night, commonly outside a village. 

Thapn — The same. 

Thapa — A river among the Behar and Bengal Thugs, 
from its banks being their general resting place. 

Tophi — Cloth of any kind. 

Tupponee ii/r/ia— Performing the ceremony of Tnpanee, 

Tnp jana — To quit the road on which they are moving 
and Uike another direction. 

, . TappnU or Tuppowaly or Tupoh — The bye-path or Pug- 
dundee, into which Thugs lead the travellers from the high 
road in order to murder them without danger. 

7V/r<?ea— A gold mohur. 

Tawree^JireViii . 

Tirhea^X goldsmith. Peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

The Sooseea Thugs are called Tkories by 
q.tber classes of Thugs. 

Tirheea — A bag or knapsack. 

Tarndee — A gold mohur. 

Tornee — ^Thug, thief, or robber of any kind. 

T^rtunkur^^X searching after, seizing, or molesting 
Thugs. 

Tas — ^The neel hunt, or blue jay. If they see it to the 
aright, ^ crossing from the left to right, it promises good. 
If to the left, or crossing from the right to left, it promises i 
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no good, but threatens no evil. Its cry they consider as 
nothing* TWs, as the name of the jay is not peculiar to 
Thugs. 

Wahnrnw^l^o strangle. 

TFa/^e^^-“Duckuft term for the crossing of a 

■wolf or wolves on the road before the gang. Whether 
they cross from right to left, or left to right, it is con- 
sidered a very bad omen among Duckun Thags, and they 
dare not advance. 

W. II. SLEEMAN, 

General SuperiniendanU 



Substante of Convcrsaiions held My Captain She* 
marly ivith different Thug Approvers^ tvhile 
preparing the VocabvJfary. 


Q . — Do you ever recollect any misfortune arising^ from 
going on when a hare crossed the road before you f* 

Nasir, of Smynapom, — Yes; when General Do veton 
coramanded the troops at Jhalna we were advancing 
towards liis Camp ; a hare crossed the road ; we disre- 
garded the omen, thougli the hare actually screamed in 
crossing, and wont on. The very next day 1, with seven- 
teen of our gang, were seized ; and it was with great difli- 
culty and delay that we got our release. Wo had killed 
some people belonging to the troops, but fortunately none 
of their property was found upon us. 

Q, — And you think these signs are all mandates from 
the deif y, and if properly attended to, no harm can befall 
you ? > 

jVhsfr.— -Certainly ; no one doubts it; ask any body. 
How could Thugs have otherwise prospered i Have they 
not every where been protected as long as' they have 
attended religiously to their rules ? 

Q,-— But if there was such a deity as Bhowanee, and 
tmd she were your patroness, how could she allow me and 
others to seize and punish so many Thugs ? 

JVaszV.— I have a hundred times heard my father and 
other old and wise men say, when we had killed a sweeper 
and ot&erwise infringed their rules, that we should be some 
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day pairisbed for it; that the European rhiers woald be 
made the instramentj to chastise us for our disregard of 
omcns» and neglect of the rules laid down for our guidance* 

Q.— And you really believe that Bhowanee sends these 
signs to warn you of danger, and guide you to your booty ? 

Nasir* — Can we — can any body doubt lt ? Did she not in 
former days when our ancestors attended to rules, bury 
the bodies for us, and save us the trouble ; and remove 
every sign by which we could be traced ? 

Q , — You have heard this from your fathers, who heard 
it (rom their fathers ; but none of you have ever seen it, 
nor is it true '{ 

; true, quite true; and though we have not 

seen this, we have all of us seen the sacred picksiKe spring 
in the morning from the well into which it bad been thrown 
over night, and come to the hands of the man who carried 
it at bis call : nay wo have seen the pickaxes of differ- 
ent gangs all come up of themselves from the same well 
. lit ;the same time, and go to their several bearers. 

Yes ; and you have all seen the common jugglers^ 
by sleights of hand, appear to turn pigeons ioto serpents, 
and serpents into rabbits, but ail know ibat they do it by 
their skill, and not by the aid of any goddess. The man 
who carries your pickaxe is selected for his skill, and 
gains jsxtra emoluments and distinction ; and no doubt 
!&an, in the same manner, make it appear that the ake 
;!Com[es ont of itself when he draws it out by his sleight 
of band. 

iVif/sir.—- With great energy — What ! shall not iir hun- 
dred generations of Thugs be able to distinguish tbetrijbki^ 
of ;man from the miracles of God ' Is thero'not theliif-i ’ 
fei^nce of heaven and oartb between them ? Is not one 
a nu>re trick, and the Mother : a miracle,,; witiUQ^d ; by 
^hundreds assembled at the same time ‘ , / . • , 
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s Q.*^Safaib Kban^ you are more sober than Nasir, have 
yon ever seen it ? 

Sahib Khan . — On one expedition only. 

Q * — Who were the pickaxe bearers t 

Salilh.^mhQy were Jtiiam Khan and his lirothcr. 

From what conntry t 

Sahibs — From Arcot. I was obliged to fly from Telinr 
gana when Major Parker and Captain Sheriff made their 
inroad upon us (Gurdee) and I went and joined the Arcot 
gangs. Ouriog a whole expedition that [ made with 
them. Imam Khan and his brother curried the pickaxe, 
and 1 heard them repeatedly in the morning call them 
from the well into which they had thrown them over nighty 
and saw the pickaxes come of themselves from the well, 
and fall into their aprons, which they ii(dd open ihun : — > 
iHere lie described the mode. 

Q.i^And you never saw any of your own gangs do 
this { 

Never ; I haveThugged for twenty years and 
never saw it. 

^.~How do you account for this ? 

Sahib.^^-^Merely by supposing that they attend more to 
omens and regulations than we do. Among us it is a 
rule never to kilP'Women ; but if a rich old woman is 
found; the gang sometimes gets a man to strangle her 
by giving him an extra share of the booty, and inducing 
hiin to take the responsibility upon himself. We have 
sometimes killed other prohibited people, particularly those 
of loUl Uast, wiiom wo ought not even to have touched, 
t from the Delhi clans ? 

1 am of the JBursote clan, and my family 
went to the Dunkun^ three generations ago. 

( you think the Arcot and Carnatic gangs are 

also froin the Delhi clans ? 
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We sappose that all Thags originated by deg- 
cent or initiation from the Delhi clans : but I think we are 
wrong. 1 becamo intimate with the Arcot gangs ; and some 
of thcm^ about seven years ago, after my return, came and 
settled in Telingana, between Hydrabad and Masuli>* 
patam, where they still carry on their trade of Thuggee; 
but they will never intermarry with our families — saying 
that we once drove hidlovks and were iiinerant tradesmen, 
and consequently of lower cast. They trace back the trade 
of Thuggee in their families to more generations than we 
can, and they are more skilful and observant of rules and 
omqns than we are ; and I, therefore, think that they are 
neither descended from lite Delhi stock, nor were ever 
disciples of (heirs. 

Q . — Do you think there is any truth in their assertion 
that your ancestors drove bullocks ! 

SafUb. — I think there is. We have some usages and 
traditions that seem to imply that our ancestors kept 
bullocks, and traded; but how I know not. 

Here a Brahman Thug, of one of the most ancient Thug 
families, interposed, and declared that he bad seen the fune- 
ral riles of Musulinau Thugs, and that the women who 
brought the water there chanted all the occupations of the 
ancestors of the deceased, which demonstrated that they 
were originally - descended from gangs of wandering 
Khinjtirs, or vagrant Musulmans, who followed armies and 
lived iu tho suburbs of cities, and in the wild wastes^ 
and that their pretensions to higher descent was all noiii^ 
sense. Several Musulman Thugs protested sfurdily 
against this, but the arguments were too sjbrQug against 
tiiemi and after a time the dialogue was resumed. 

■ i '7 ■ ^ 

Q , — iWliat do you think. Sahib Khan, am I right in 
thinkiipplthat we shall suppress Tfaitggee, or :.u,^ 
tight in tbinkiog we shall not? 
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SaJ/ih , — There have been several gurdies (inroads,) upon 
Thuggee, but they have ended in nothing but the punish- 
ment of a few ; and, as Nasir says, we have heard oar 
fathers and sages predict these things as pnnishineiits for 
our transgression of prescribed rules ; but none of them 
ever said that Thuggee would be done away with. This- 
seems a greater and more general gnrdie than any, and 
1 know not what to think. 

Q, — But tell me freely ; do you think we shall annihi-^ 
late it t 

iSaAifi.— How can the hand of man do away with the 
works of God. 

Q , — You are a Musulman ( 

StihiiK — Yes, and the greater part of the Thugs of the 
south are Musulmans. 

V Q , — And you still marry ; inherit ; pray ; oat and drink 
according to the Koran ; and your paradise is to be the 
paradise promised by Mahommmi t 

Sa/iih. — Yes, all, all. 

^ Q ,. — Has Bhoicanee been any where named in the Koran ? 

Sahib.^ — No where. 

Here a Mfusnlmau Thug from Hindustan interposed, 
and said, he thought Bhowanee ^nd Fatima^ the daughter 
of Mahommdd, and wife of Alee, were one and the same 
person ; and that it was Fatima who invented the use of 
the roomal to strangle the great demon RuknUbeej-dana ; 
which led to a discussion between him and some of my 
Musnlman native oiTicers, who did not like to find the 
amiable made a goddess of Thuggee — A n Iphi- 

genia in Tajiris.” The Thug was a sturdy wrangler, 
and in the estimation of his associate Thugs had, 1 think, 
the best of the argnment. 

.has Bhowanee any thing to do with your 

paradise? 

r 
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Sahib. — Nothiug. 

Q . — She has no inUucnce upon your future stale ? 

Sahib. — None. 

Does Mahommud, your prophet, any where sanc- 
tion crimes like yours ; the murder in cold blood of your 
fellow creatures for the sake of their money i 
Sahib. — No. 

he not say that such crimes will be punished 
by God in the next world t 
Sahib. — Yes. 

Q . — ^Then do you never feel any dread of punishment 
hereafter ? 

Sahib. — Never; we never murder unless the omens are 
favorable ; and we consider favorable omens as the man- 
dates of the deity. 

What deity ! 

Sahib. — Bhowanee. 

Q , — Bat Bhowanee f you say, has no influence upon 
the welfare, or otherwise, of your soul hereafter ! » 

Sahib. — None, we believe ; but she influences our fates 
in this world, and what she orders in this world, we 
believe, that God will not punish in the next. 

— And you believe that if you were to murder with- 
out the observance of the omens and regulations, you 
would be punished both in this world and the next liko 
other men ' 

Sahib. — Certainly ; no man’s family ever survives a mur- 
der : it becomes extinct. A Thug who murders in this way 
loses the children be has, and is never blessed with inore, 
the same manner e» if a Thug bad murdered 

a Thug! 

SaAii.-^Precisely ; he cannot escape punishment 
. you observe the Qjrnens and rales, you 

neither feel a dread of punishment here nor hereafter ? - 
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Sainh. — Never. 

Q. — And do you never feel sympatby for the persons 
murdered — never pity or compunction ? 

Never. 

a . — How can you murder old men and young* children 
without some emotions of pity — calmly and deliberately 
as they sit with you and converse with yon, — and tell yon 
of their private alfairs,— of their hopes and fears, ^and 
of the wives and children, they are going to meet after 
years of absence, toil and suHering t 

A , — From the time that the omens have been favorable, 
wc consider them us victims thrown into our hands by 
the deity to ho killed ; and that we arc the mere instru- 
ment in her hands to destroy them ; that if we do not 
kill them, she will never be again propitious to us, and 
we and our families will be involved in misery and want. 

Q . — And you can sleep us soundly by the bodies or 
over the graves of those you have murdered, and eat your 
meals with as much appetite as ever i 

Sahib, — Just the same; we sleep and eat just the 
same unless we are afraid of being discovered. 

(i. — And when you see or hear a bad omen, yon think 
it is the order of the deity not to kill the travellers you 
have with you or are in pursuit of i 

Sahib, — Yes ; it is the order not to kill them, and we 
dare not disobey. 

your wives never reproach yon with your deeds? 
Sahib.^^In the South we never tell our wives what we 
do lest they should disclose our secrets. 

Q, — ^And if you told them would they not reproach you ? 
Sa/u7i.— Some would, and some, like those of other 
Thugs who do tell them, would quietly acquiesce. 

Q.~Aud be as affectionate and dutiful as the wives of 
other men ? 
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The fidelity of the wives of Thugs is pro- 
verbial thrmighout India. 

Q.-— That is among Thugs ? 

Sahib.^YeH. 

(I , — And the fear of' the rooj««/ {Pehloo) operates a 
little to produce this ! 

Sf t /lib,- -Peibups a little, but there have been very few 
instances of women killer! for intidelity among us. 

— And your children too reverence their Thug 
fathers like other sons, even after they have become 
acquainted with their trade ! 

Haldb , — The same : we love them and they love us the 
same. 

'At what age do you initiate them i 
^aJiib,~l was initiated by my father when I was 
only tiiirteen years of age. 

(i. — Have you any rule as to the age ! 

Sa/ti6.— None ; a father is sometimes avaricious, and 
takes his son out very young, merely to get his share of 
the booty ; for the youngest hoy gets as much in his share 
as the oldest man : but generally a father is anxious to 
havo his son in the rank of the as soon as possi- 

ble; ho does not like to have him considered a Kuboola 
after be has attained the age of puberty. 

Q , — How soon do you let them see your operations ? 
Sahib , — The first expedition they neither see nor hear 
any thing of murder. They know not our trade, they get 
presents, pnrehased out of their share, and become fond 
of the wandering life, as they are always mounted upon 
ponies. JBefore (he end of the journey they know that we 
rob. The next expedition they saspot^i that we commit 
murder, and some of them evenknti^iv it; and in the third 
expeditibo they see all. v 

Ct— i)o they not become frightened ? 
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Saliih. — Not after the second or third expedition. 

Ftringeea. — About twelve years ago my con.sio A man 
Snbahdar took out with us my cousin Kurhora, brother 
of Otnrow approver, a lad of fourteen, for the ffrst time. 
He was mounted upon a pretty pony, and llursooka, an 
adopted son of Ainati’s was appointed to take charge of 
the boy. 

AVe fell in with live Sikhs, and when we set out before 
daylight in the moniiiig, llursooka, who had been already 
on three expeditions, was ordered to take the bridle and 
keep the boy in the rear out of sight and hearing. The 
boy became alarmed, and impatient, got away from Hur- 
sooka, and galloped up at the instant the or 

signal lor murder was given. Ho heard the screams of 
the men, and saw them all strangled. Ho was sei/.ed with 
a tremhiing, and fell from his pony ; he became imine<liate* 
ly delirious, was dreadfully alarmed at the sight of the 
turbans of the murdered men, and when any one touched 
or spoke to him, falk(;d about the murders and screamed 
exactly like a boy talks in his sleep, and trembled violently 
if any one spoke to him or toucheil him. AV'e could not get 
him on, and after burying the bodies, Aman and I, and a 
few others, sat by him while the gang went on : we >vere 
very fund of him, and tried all we could to tranquilizc him, 
but he never recovered his senses, and before evening be 
died. 1 have seen many instances of feelings greatly 
Bbocked at the sight of the first murder, hut never one so 
strong as this. Kurhora was a very fine boy, and Hur- 
sooku took his death much to heart, and turned Byragec ; 
he is DOW at some temple on the bank ot the Nurbudda 
tiver. 

d!— iWas not Jhu^oo, who was taken with your gang 
after the Bhilsa murders, and hung at Jubulpore, a 
brother of his ? ^ 
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Ferinffeea*^Yes, poor Jburhoo! you ought not to have 
hung him ; he never strangled or assisted in strangling any 
man ! ! Here the tears ran down over Feringeea’s face. 
Strange as it may seem, I have never heard him speak of 
his young cousin Jhurhou’s fate without weeping, and yet 
all the males of his family have been Thugs for ten 
generations. Another brother of this Jhurhoo, is a very 
noted Thug leader, still at large — Pboolsa. 

Q.— Do yon in the Dnckun send any otferings to the 
Brahmans of the temple of Davei/ ? 

Never ; we neither make ofieriDgs to her 
temples, nor do wo ever consult any of her priests or thote 
of any other temples. Our sages alone are consulted, and 
they consult omens alone as their guides. 

Q,.— Have they any written treatises on augury ? 

F<;rmffeea» — None; they never consult books; they 
learn all from tradition and experience. 

Ct— But you worship at Dav&i/s temples ? 

Ferinfjeea. — Yes, of course, ail men worship at her 
temfile. 

— No. — We Sahih hn^e never do. 

Faringmi-A mean all Hindoos and Musulmans. Ilere 
my Mahommudnn ofticers again interposed, and declared 
that they never did ; that it was only the very lowest 
order of Musulmans that did. But, unfortunately, these 
keen observers of passing events had seen the wives of 
some very respectable Musulmaus at Juhulpore, during 
the time that the small pox was raging, take their children 
to her temples and prostrate them before the images of the 
Goddess of Destruction. The officers admitted thU to be 
sometimes the case, but ^^teuded that it was unknown 
to their linsbaiuls. . 

Sahib Khan and In the Puck un the greatest 

Nawabs and Officers of State worship at the temples-. 
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and prostrate themselves and their children before 
the image of the Goddess Vrhen the small pox or the 
cholera morbus rages. We have ourselves seen them do 
it often. 

Q ‘ — And do they believe you Thugs to be under her 
special protection i 

Sahib anti Naur , — Some of lliem do, and though they 
often try to dissuade us from our trade, they are afraid 
to punish us. Bura Sahib Jemadar, of Madura, had 
several hundred followers, and used to make valuable 
presents to Nawab Dolioo Khan who knew how he got 
and offered him a high post with rent-free lands 
if be would leave off the trade. He would not. 

What became of him at last ? 

Sahib and Nasii \ — There was a great Docoit leader 
of the same name who had been coinnutliiig great ravages, 
and orders were sent by the Nawab to the local officers to 
blow him away from a gun as soon as they could seize 
him. They seized Sahib Khun Thug, and blow him away 
by mistake, before the Jfowab got information of the 
arrest. In a few hours after his death a message came 
from the Nawab to say that be feared there might be a 
mistake, and when he heard that Sahib Khan Thug bad 
been blown away, he was much grieved, but said that God 
must have ordained it, and the fault was not his. 

Q,. — Has he any sons ? 

Sahib and Nasir. — Yes. He has two Ameen Sahib, 
45 years of age, who has a gang of thirty Thugs; and 
R^eo Khan, 40 years of age, who has a gang of ten 
Thugs, all from among their relations and connexions ; 
and they act together and liveJn Ornurda, Taalluk Afzul- 
pore, in the Hyderabad territories. 

Qr^Wbat made your friends desert their old abodes 
in Arcot ? 
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Saliih and Naslr * — Some Magistrate got bold of soine 
Thugs wlio turned informers, and gave them a good deal 
of annovance. 

ft. — Have they returned f 

Sakih and Nasir. — Some of them have gone back, and 
a great many who had not been molested remained there 
till the annoyance was over. 

ft. — What leaders came away ? 

iSaAiVi and Nash\ — Sheikh Ained who is considered the 
most able leader of his day. lie has sixty fully initiated 
Thugs (Borkas) who pretend to be recruits for Regi- 
ments. He is thoroughly acc|iiainted with the DriUrip|f 
the Company’s Kegiments and their Military terms, and 
can speak English. 

ft— How do you know f You do not understand 
English. 

Sa/iib and jViwiV.“Ho can make the Gentlemen and 
those who speak English understand when he speaks a 
language wo do not understand, and he tolls us this is 
English. Other Thug leaders generally display their 
wealth in an tKstontatious appearance that betrays them. 
Sheikh Amed is 0*0 years of age, and will go about for 
months cooking his own food, walking and living like the 
poorest man, while he can command the services of a 
hundred men. 

ft. — Who are the others { 

Sahib and Nasir, — Osman Khan, who has about 30 
Borkas, or fully initiated and able Thugs. He it SO 
years of age. 

Husuu Khan^ who has 25 Borkai; and is 55 years of age. 

Sahib Khan of Lodeek^ry who has 30 Borkas^ and is 
45 years of age. 

Ti poo Jemadar, brother of Sahib Khan, who^baa 10 
BorkaSf and is about 40 years of age. 
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Hoseyn Khan, the nephew of Hasan Khan, who had 
about 6 and is 35 years of age. 

Noor Khan, who has 10, and is about 40; all these 
leaders came to Telingana from the Carnatic about the 
same time and settled near Nulgaiida, about fifty cose 
from Hyderabad, on the road to Masulapatam, and they 
operate on the roads leading to the seaports. 

Q,— You consider that a Borka is capable of forming 
a gang in any part of India to which he may be obliged 
to fly I 

Sahth and iVasiV,— Certainly, in any part that we have 
seen of it. 

ft. — Do you know any instance of it ^ 

Sahib and Nasir.—X great number ; Mudee Khan 
was from the old Sindouse stock, and was obliged to 
emigrate after the attack upon that place. Many years 
afterwards we met him in the Duckun, and he had then 
a gang of fifty Thugs of all casts and descriptions. I 
asked him who they were; he told me that they were 
weavers, braziers, bracelet<makcrs, and all kinds of raga* 
muffins, whom he had scraped together about his new 
abode on the banks of the Herun and Nurbudda rivers, 
in the districts of Jebulpore and Nursingpore. He was 
a Musuiman, and so were Lai Khan, Kalee Khan, who 
formed gangs after the Siodouse dispersion along the 
same rivers. 

Q.-^Did they find the same patrons among the land 
holders and other heads of villages i 

and iVasir.—Tliey every where made friends by 
the same means ; and without patrons they could not 
have thrived. They were obliged of course to give them 
a liberal share of the booty. 

ft.^But these men have all been punished, which does 
not indicate the protection of Dave^y f 

u 
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Sahih and indicates the danger of scraping 

together such a set of fellows for Thuggee. They killed' 
all people indiscriminately, women and men, of all casts 
and professions, and knew so little about omens that they 
entered upon their expeditions and killed people, in 
spite of such as the most ignorant ought to have known 
were prohibitive. They were punished in consequence, 
as we ail knew that they would be; and we always 
used to think it dangerous to be associated with them 
for even a few days. Ask many of them who are now 
horei-o^Kureem Khan, Sheikh Kureem, Rnmzanee anxl 
others, whether this is not true, and whether lliey ever 
let go even a sweeper if he appeared to have a rupee 
about him ! 

Q.— And you think that if (hey had been well instructed 
in the signs and rules, and attended to tbem they would 
have thrived ? 

Sahih and Nasir . — Undoubtedly ; so should we alL 
Q . — You think that a Kuhoola or tyro could not any 
where form a gang of Thugs of himself ? 

Sahib and Ara.v/r.~ Never ; ho could know nothing of 
our rules of augury, or proceedings; and how could he 
possibly succeed ! Docs not all our success depend upon 
knowing and observing omens and rules ? 

Q,.— It would therefore never bo very dangerous to 
release such a man as a Kuhoola i 

Sahib md Nasir. — Never; unless he could join men 
better instructed than himself. Every one must be. con- 
vinced that it is by knowing and attending to omeOs and 
rules that Thuggee has thrived* 

a —lam not convinced, nor arc any of the native 
offices present ; on the contrary, we do all we can to put 
down what you call an institution of the deity, and with- 
out dreading at all the effects of her resentment I 
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Sahib and iVifisiV.— They may say so, but they all know 
that no man’s family can survive a murder committed juif 
any other way ; and yet Thugs have thrived through a 
long series of generations. We have alt children like 
other men, and we are never visited with any extraor-* 
dinary affliction. 

Q.— Tell me frankly which oath, now while you are in 
custody, you who are Musulinans dcc'in the strongest, — 
that upon the Koran or that upon the pickaxe? 

Sahih and Nasu \ — If we could be allowed to cousc- 
crate the pickaxe in the prescribed form, neither the 
Koran nor any thing else on earth could bo so binding ; 
but without consecration it would be of no avail. 

Q. — Do you not sometimes make up a piece of cloth in 
the jail in the form of the pickaxe, and swear upon it? 

Sahib and Nasii \ — We have heard that the Hindustan 
Thugs do, but we have never seen it. 

Q,.— Do you think it answers I 

Sahib and Naair , — It may with proper consecraliou 
ceremonies, but we have never tried it. Even ^nuc/made 
into the same form and consecrated would do. If any 
man swears to a falsehood upon a pickaxe, properly con- 
secrated, we will consent to he hung if he survives the 
time appointed ; appoint one, two or three days when be 
swears, and w^e pledge ourselves that he does not live a 
moment beyond the time; he will die a horrid death; 
his head will turn round, his face towards the back, and 
be will writhe in tortures till he dies. 

Q,— And all this you have seen ? 

Sahib and JViorwr.— Yea, we have all seen it. 

Q,.~Above the Nurbudda, chiefs have never had the 
same dread of punishing Thugs as below it; have they ! 

Ferififfeea^'^Tbey bad formerly, and have still iu many 
parts. 
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Q,— Why shoald they fear; have there beea any 
stances of suffering from it ! 

Ferinffeea . — A great many. Was not Naiiha» the Raja 
of Jhalone, made leprous by Davey for putting to death 
Bodhoo and his brother Kluimolee, two of the most noted 
Thugs of their day^ He had them trampled under the 
feet of elephants, but the leprosy broke out upon his body 
the very next daj\ 

Q.-^Did he believe that this punishment was inflicted 
by Davey for putting them to death { 

Dory ha 3fustihnan.’^ile was quite sensible of it. 

— Did he do. auy thing to appease her ? 

Doryha.^^l^wery thing. Bodhoo had began a well in 
Jhalone ; the Uuja built it up in a inugniflcent style ; he 
had a chuboolra (tomb) raised to their name, fed Brah- 
muns, and consecrated it, had worsliip instituted upon 
it, but all in vain ; the disease was incurable, and the Raja 
died in a few mouths a miserable death. The tomb and 
wellare both kept up and visited by liundrods to this day, 
and no one doubts that the Raja was punished for putting 
these two Thugs to death. 

Q.— But Bodhoo had his nose and hands cut off before, 
and could have been no favorite oi Daveifs ? 

- Feringeea . — But he was a Thug of great repute ; for 
sagacity we have never seen his equal ; people who had 
been robbed used to go to him as an oracle. 

Q . — But he had turned informer, and was sent to 
Jhalone by Mr. Stockwell to arrest his associates. 

DorgJia , — He went to Mr. Stockwell in a passion ; his 
heart was not fully turned away from us then i 

Q.— -Have you any other instances ? 

\ ’Hundreds ! Wbea Madbajee Scindheea 

caused seventy Thugs to be executed at Mathura, was 
he not warned in a dream by Davey that he should release 
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them? and did ho not the rery day after their execution 
begin to spit blood ! and did he not die within threie 
months ? 

JF'(ew/(7ei;a.~When Dareeaf the Rathore, and Komere 
and Patore, the Kuchwaha Rajpoots, Zunieendars, arrest- 
ed eighty of the Tlings who had settled at Nodlia after 
the mnrder of Lieut. Monsell, they had many warnings to 
let them go ; but they persisted and kept them till some 
thirty died. They collected fourteen thousand rupees at 
the rate of one hundred and twenty-five rupees from every 
Thug. What became of their families. Have they not all 
perished ? They have not a child left. Rae Sing Haviidar, 
the Gwalior Subah of Nodha, took the money, but that 
very day his only son and the best horse in his stable 
died, and he was himself taken ill and died soon after a 
miserable death. 

Nasir , — Ah Davetj took care of you then, and why ? 
W as it not because you were more attentive to her orders ? 

Xolfnkar. — Yes; vve had then some regard for rdujion. 
We have lost it since. All kinds of men have been made 
Thugs, and all classes of people murdered, without dis- 
tinction, and little attention has been paid to omens. 
How after this could we expect to escape ? 

iWmV. — Re assured that Davet/ never forsook us till 
we neglected her. 

Q , — Do you know of any instance of her punishing a 
man for annoying Thugs in the Duckun ? 

Sahil) Khan.^A great many. The Raja of Kundul, 
some ninety cosc east from Hydrabad, arrested all the 
Thugs in his Raj for some murders they bad committed. 
For three successive nights the voice of Davey was heard 
from the top of every temple in the capital, warning the 
^Baja to release them. The whole town heard her, and 
urged the Raja to comply. He was obstinate, and the 
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tbird night the bed on which be and his Ranee were 
sleeping was taken up by Davey and dashed violently 
against the ground. 

Q * — Were they killed ? 

Nasir , — They were not killed, but they were dread- 
fully bruised ; and had they not released the Thugs, they 
would certainly have been killed the next night. 

Q . — Were any of you present '! 

Sahib Khan . — Our fathers were, and we heard it from 
them. It occurred sixty years ago. 

And do you think that the Chiefs have still the 
same dread of punishing Thugs in all parts of ludia? 

Sahib. — Certainly not in all parts ; because in many they 
have been sullered to punish them with iinpunity on 
account of their neglect of rules and omens. 

Aforfce.— -There is no fear now. They arc every where 
seized and punished with impunity ; there is no resisting 
your JTIrtrti! (good fortune). 

Doryha . — The Company’s Ikbal is such that before the 
sound of your drums, sorcerers, witches and demons take 
flight, and how can Thuggee .stand. 

Davey Deen ~TJiuggoe ! wliy it is gone ; there arfe not 
fifty Aseel Thugs, (Thugs of good birth) left between 
the Ganges and Jumna. 

Chotee Brahman . — And not more than that number of 
all our old clans of Gwalior and Bundelcund ; but the 
Sooseeas of Rajpootana have been untouched, and much 
is to be done about Delhie and Puteeala. 

Q.~But Nasir and Sahib Kbun think that it can never 
fiO ^suppressed in the Duckun i 

Nasir . — I think it never can. 

Sahib Khan.— 1 do not say it never can. I say only that 
the country is very large; that in every one of the fiy0 
districts there are hundreds of Aseel Thugs, wha are 
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staunch to their oath, and attentive to their usages ; that 
the country is everywhere intersected by the jurisdictipa 
of Native Cliiels who cannot bo easily porsnaded to assist. 

iVifweV.~Assist ! why when we go into their districts 
after a Thng we are every instant in danger of oar lives. 
I got nearly killed with all the guard lately when close 
upon the heels of a gang, and w hen I complained to 
Captain llcynolds, he told me that wc must consent to 
bear these drubbings on account of the Company, or I 
could be of no use to him in such a country as that ! 

Q , — And you think that all these obstacles arc not to 
be overcome ? 

Nasir . — I think not. 

^.—That is, you think an institution formed by Davey, 
the Goddess, cannot be suppressed by the hand of man! 

Nasir, — Certainly, I think so. 

Q . — But you think that no man is killed by man’s 
killing, ** adweeka mania se koea mar fa nuheen that all 
who are strangled arc strangled, in ellect, by God. 

Nasir. — Certainly. 

Q . — Then by whose killing have all the Thugs who 
have been hung a Saugor and Jubulporc been killed { 

Niish\ — God’s of course. 

Q , — You think that we could never have caught and 
executed them but by the aid of God. 

NoavV.— C ertainly not. 

Q.-— Then you think that so far w'C have been assisted 
by God in what we have done ! 

JViwiV.—Yes. 

Q . — And you arc satisfied that we sbonid not have 
ventured to do what we have done unless we were assured 
that our God was working with us, or rather that we were 
the mere instruments in his bands ? 

Yes, I am. 
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p.— Then do you not think that we may go on wiih lhe 
iBaniG assurance till the work we have in band is done ; till 
in short, the system of Thuggee is suppressed 1 

Nasi »\ — God is almighty. 

Q. — And there is but one God ? 

Nasir.'^One God above all Gods. 

Q. — And if that God above all Gods supports ns, we 
shall succeed i 

Nasir, — Certainly. 

Q. — Then we are all satisfied that he is assisting us, 
and therefore hope to succeed even in the Duckun ? 

Nasir , — God only knows? 

Sahib JOrtii.— If God assists, you will succeed ; but the 
country is large and favorable, and the gangs arc numer- 
ous and well organized* 

Q.~So was the country wo have already gone over. 
How many Thug leaders from Sindouse after Mr. 
Halhed and Mr. Stock welfs attacks came and settled in 
the Suugor and Nurbudda districts ? 

Sheikh Inayat.^My father 11 inga Jemadar and hia. 
three sons, two of whom were hung at Saiigor the year 
before last, came to Lowa, a village between Dbamonee 
and Kbiinlassa in Saugor ; my younger brother Dlmrum 
Khan was born after my father\s death ; bis mother could 
not, and my wife nursed him. We were joined by 
Monownr Musulman, Niddee and Mungoa Brahmans, 
liulloo and bis sons. Here follow the names of sixty-one 
Thugs of note that came from the great Sindouse stock 
and settled in different parts of these territories, and 
formed new gangs.* 

Q.-^And how many of these noted Thugs and the gangs 
they formed are still at large ? 


See Appendix B. 
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Sheikh 1 was taken in 1829, these bave 

all been seized, and have been hung or transported or ard 
now in jail. Two of my brothers have been hung. My 
youngest is now here. The men whom they made Thugs 
have also all been taken, and there arc only Gve or six 
that we know of. There are Bahadur Chabukaswur, 
Kuseea Kirar, Bodhooa, son of another Bahadur : these 
are new Thugs; but they proved themselves good ones. 
There are Kadir and Poosoo, adopted sons of Iniameo, 
the son of Mirja Musulrmin. « These Thugs are at large 
in the district of Seoiieo or Nnrsingpore. We know of 
no , others. 

Q, — Do you not think that if wo persevere, we shall bo 
able to do in the Duckim what wo have done here, and 
in tlie Dooab ? 

Inaent . — No doubt. 

Saliib Khan * — It will bo a work of greater diOiculty. 
Half or three quarters of tliesc gangs were K uboolas. In 
the Duckim they arc almost ail composed entirely of 
Burkas — men well born, staunch and able ; above all the 
men of A root. 

Feringeexu — And the Hindoo Thugs of Talghat upon 
the Krishna river ? 

Sahib Khan . — Yes ; they are extraordinary men. 

Feringeea.-^^XXxey have three painted lines on their 
foreheads extending up from a central point at the nose. 
I served with them once for two months. 

Sahib Khan. — ^Yes ; they have these lines. 

Q. — But do not all Hindoos in that quarler wear the 
same marks? 

iC/Miii.--^All Hindoos put them on occasionally, 
btit they always wear tliem. They and the Arcot Thugs 
h^sociate and act together; but they will never mix with 
us of Teliogana, 

w 
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Q.~Whal are Ibey called ? 

SahthKhan.—^e call them the Talghat men. What 
they call themselves I know not. 

Q. — Sahib Khan tells me that the Arcot men will 
not intermarry with the descendants from the old Dellii 
clans, because they think they were originally of lower 

Saliib Khaiu—^wi wo refuse our daughters to them 
as they refuse theirs to us ; and they arc in error when 
they suppose us of low origin. 

Q. — Have you Ilindoostan men any funeral ceremo- 
nies hy which your origin can be learnt J 

Inaent, — No funeral ceremonies ; hut at marriages an 
old matron will sometimes repeat, us she throws down 
the Todhea, “ Here’s to the spirits of those who once 
led bears, and monkeys; to those who drove bullocks, 
and marked with the godiiee; and those who made 
baskets for the head.” 

Q.— And does not this indicate that your ancestors 
were Khuiijurs, itinerant tradesmen, wandering with their 
herds and families about the country. 

Sahib Khan. — By no means. It only indicates that our 
ancestors after their captivity at Delhi, were obliged to 
adopt these disguises to cflect their escape. Some pre- 
luded to have dancing bears and monkeys^^some to have 
herds of cattle, and to be wandering Khunjtirs, (Gypsies>; 
hut they were not really so; they were high cast Musul- 
mans. 

Certainly. I have heard this often from oar 

wise men. 

F^ringeea. — You may hear and say what yon please» 
hut your funeral and marriage ceremonies indicate that 
your ancestors were nothing more than Khunjurs and 
vagrants about the great city ? 
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Indent. — It is impossible to say whether they Were 
really what is described in these ceremonies, or pretend- 
ed to be so ; that they perlbrhied these oinces for a time 
is unquestionable, but I think they must have been 
assumed as disg^iiises. 

Ferinyeea . — But those who emigrated direct from 
Delhi into remote parts of India, and did not rest at 
Agra, retain those professions up to the present day ; as 
the jVJoI tallies ? 

Sa/tib Khan. — True; but it is still as disguises to 
conceal their real profession of Thuggee. 

Ferutyeea. — True, and under the same guise they 
practised their trade of Thuggee round Delhi before the 
captivity, mid could never have had any other 

iSn/ub . — I pretend not to know when they put on 
the disguise, but I am sure it was a disguise ; and lliut 
they were never really leaders of bears and monkeys. 

Q — Have the Talghat men the same language and 
usages as you have t 

Sahib . — They have the same omens and language, and 
observe the same rnl(*s ; but wo bear that they use the 
round instead of Iho oblong grave to bury their victims, 
the same as the Behar men. They call it the Chuiree; 
the Behar men aod others call it the Gohba. 

d- You cail yourselfTelingana Thugs — What do yoii 
understand by the term ? 

The country extending from Nandair to 
Niilgonda, which is four stages from llydrabad on the 
road to Musalapatam« 

Q . — How many divisions do the Thugs count in (he 
Duckun— that is, the country south of the Nurbudda? 

5a/2i&.-^There are live districts — 1, Teliogana — 2, 
Berar^ extending from Nagpore to Nandair — 3, The 
DupkaUi extending from Mominabad, which is fifty cose 
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from Hyderabad on tbe road to Poona, to. tlie city of 
Poona— 4, The Kurnatic, extending from Satara to 
Kurpakundule— 5, Arcot, extending from Kurpakundole 
to Seetabuidee Ramesur. 

Q. — And the Thugs of these several divisions consider 
themselves as distinct ? 

Sahib . — All distinct, and called after their divisions as 
Teliuganies, Arcotics, Karnatekics, Duckiinees, and 
Beraries. 

Q. — Can you name the principal leaders now at large 
in these divisions ? 

Sahib. — Yes, all except those who reside in Arcot. 
The only leaders of that district that I know are the men 
already named, who occasionally go back, and always 
keep up'^their connexions with their old associates. Here 
follow the names of all the principal leaders in each of the 
five districts.’^* 

Q. — How is it that you llindostan Thugs kill women 
with less scruple than the Duckiin Thugs ? 

To that we owe much of our misfortunes. 
It began with the murder of the Kalee Bcbee. 

Q. — Wlio was the Kalee Bebee ? 

Dorgha . — I was not present, but have heard that she 
was on her way from Eliebpore to Hyderabad with a gold 
ebadur or sheet for the tomb of Dollu Kban Nowab, the 
brother of Saiabut Khan of Hyderabad, who bad died just 
before. Shumslierc Khan and Golab K4iao strangled her 
I believe. 

Q.“\Yhen \vas this ? 

Dorgha.^\i was I believe abont four years be- 
fore fthe Surtrook alfair in which we murdered the 


* See Appendix 
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sixty persona at Chitterkote^ among \vbom Hrere some 
women.* 

Q. — In what year did that take place ? 

Dorglia . — I do not know ; but it was either the year 
before, or two years before the Surgooja expedition in 
which the Chuleesrooh affair took place* (forty persons at 
one time) where women were again murdered. 

Q. — Do you recollect the yeart 

Kuleean Sing . — The Surgooja expedition took place 
the year that Mr. Jenkins went first from lianaros to 
Nagpore as Resident, and the Chuleesrooh was one of the 
affairs. He had just arrived and was encamped near the 
Seetabuldec hill w'heii our gang reached Nagporc. 

Q. — Did any calamity befal you after the murder of the 
Kalee Bebee • 

.Dorgha , — 1 think not. 

Q. — And therefore you continued to kill them ? 

Feringeea . — For fivo years no misfortune followed, 
and they continued to kill women ; but then the misfor- 
tunes of my family began. 

Q. — What relation had you there? 

Ferhigeea , — My father Piirusram was one of the prin- 
cipal leaders, and the chad nr they got was worth about 
three thousand rupees. It was cut up and divided, and 
my father brought home one fine slip. ]}iit the iiftb year 
after tliis his misfortunes began ; our family was never 
happy ; not a year passed without his losing something, or 
being seized ; he was seized every year some where or 
other. 

Ghasec Subahdar was another leader, and he suffered 
similar misfortunes, and his family became miserable. 

•This gang of Thugs must have travelled above one hundred add sixty 
inUeB with these people before they put them to death, and been in 
company with them about twelve days, on the most friendly terms. 
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Xook at onr families ; &ee how they are aiinihilated ; 
all that survive are iu prison except Phooisa and 
Rumbuksli. 

Q.—^Atid stiil you went on killing women in spite of 
your conviction that your misfortunes arose from it? 

Dorghiu — Yes, it was our fate to do so. 

Q. — And you are worse* than the Duckun Thugs, for 
you murder handsome young women as well as the old 
•and ugly ? 

always. 1 and iiiy cousin Aman 
Subahdur were with a gang of one hundred and lifty Thugs 
on an expedition through Riijpootana about thirteen years 
ago when we mot a handmaid of the Peshwa, Bajoe Row's, 
on her way from Poona to Cawnpore. \V c intended to 
kill her and her followers, but we found her very beauti- 
ful, and after having her and her parly three days within 
our grasp, and knowing that they bad a lakh and a half 
of rupees worth of property in jewels and other things 
with them, we let her and all her party go : we had 
talked to her and felt love towards her, for she was very 
beautiful. 

: Q- — Aud bow came you to kill the Moghulauee. She 
also is said to have been very handsome ^ 

Ferimfeea , — We iiono of us ventured near her pul an* 
keen. The Musulmans were the only men that approach- 
ed her before the murder. Madar Biiksh approver 
strangled her. 

Aud you think killing wonieu has been one of the chief 
causes of your inisfurtunes f 

Feringeea , — Y es . 

Q. — And of our success against you ? 

Kuleean Sinr/. — Yes ; I and my gang were arrested 
aifter the murder of Newul Sing and his daughters at 
Biseynoe in 1820. 
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Q.— But Newul Sing bad lost an arm, and you before 
told me that you suflered because yon infringed a 
good old rule and murdered a maimed person { 

ICu/eean.^Yeti ; it was partly that ; but was not the 
great gang seized by Mr, Molony after the murder of 
Monshce Bunda Alee and his wife and daughter at Luck- 
uadown, three years after ? 

Q.— Wbo was that Bunda Alee. I have never been 
able to discover ! 

Kulevan , — He was the Moiisbee of (ioneral DovtHon, 
w^ho commanded at Jlialna, and bo was going to bis homo 
in lliudustan to celebrate the marriage of that daughter. 
His wife and an infant daughter and six servants, besides 
the eldest daughter, were all strangled. 

Q,— Was not this about the time that you iihd your 
party were arrested, Masir, i’or not allonding to the omen 
of the hare i 

Nash\—\V\m\ we were taken before (Jeneral Doveton 
he was in Durbar, aud there was a Moonsbeo culled 
Buoda Alee present. He did not write down uiir state- 
ments, hut he asked <{ucstiuii.s, and explained tliein to the 
(jieueral. llangrow Brahman, bis Kamdar, wrote them 
down. He took down all the stages we had made, the 
names of our villages, and could uot find any discrepan* 
cies. 

Q. — Who denbunced you to tlie (loneral ? 

Nasir , — There were two brothers going to canton* 
meats with bullocks, one had gone on in advance, and 
the other we murdered. The man in advance came hack 
for his brother, and seeing ns one hundred and fifty 
Thugs, and not tindiug his brother, ho suspected us of 
the murder. A large party of horse and foot camo after 
as. All however made off but eighteen of the staunchest 
and of most respectable appearauce, who remained to 
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stop the pursuit. We pretended to have been going with 
our iViends in search of service; and after a long exami- 
nation, Moonsliee Biinda Alee urged the improbability of 
so large a body of robbers coming so far to murder one 
poor bullock driver. This argument had vireight; we were 
let go and the bullock man sent about his business. 

Q.-i-Was this the same Bundu Alee who was afterwards 
murdered, think you I 

Nasir.-^l do not know ; I never saw him or heard of 
him after that time. 

Q. — How long ago was it ? 

Nasir . — About thirteen or fourteen years ago. 

Q.— Had not the daughters of Newul Sing Jemadar 
prevented the gang from being imprisoned f 

KuJeean. — Tes. Omrow Sing, Diifjidar of Captain 
Nicolsou’s Corps, was then on duty at Seoiiee. 'J'ho 
gang had brought on this family from JJagpore, They 
were Newul Sing, a Jemadar in the Nizam's service, who 
bad lost one arm, his brother llurbuns Sing, his two 
daughters, one thirteen and the other eleven years of 
age, the two young men wdio were to have been married 
to them on reaching home, Kuleean Sing and Aman, 
the brother of tho two girls, a boy about seven years of . 
ag^j and four servants. The house in which part of the 
gang lodged at Ohoma took fire, and the greater part of 
the gang was seized by the police, but released at the 
urgent request of Newul Sing and his daughters, who 
had become much attached to Khimolee, the principal 
leader of the gang, and some of the others. Omrow Sing 
Hufadar^was a relation of Newul Sing, and he assisted in 
i^ettiog; them released as be can now tell yon. Had the 
gang^lbeen then imprisoned and searched we must have 
been discovered, as they had with them two bags.of 
tak^ from three carriers on their way from Nagpore te 
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Jubnlpdro, wliom ve had mardered in the great temple 
at Kaintce, where the cantonments now stand* 

On reaching Juhnlpore part of the gang went on. 
Adhartal and the rest lodged in (he town with Ncwul 
Sing and his family. The merchants at Nagporo (iiiding 
that their men with the silk had not reached Jnbiilpore^ 
and hearing of our gang having passed, sent to their cor- 
respondents at Jubulpore, who got the Cotwul to search 
those who were lodged with Newul Sing. Hearing of 
the approach of the police, Khiinolce again availed him- 
self of the attachment of Ncwnl Sing and his daughters, 
and the girls were made to sit each upon one of the two 
bags of silk while the police searched the place. Nothing 
was found, and the next day they set out and passed us 
at Adhartal, and five days after this they were all 
strangled at Biseyneo.* 

Q. — How did you not preserve the infant daughter of 
Banda Alee Moonshce for adoption^ 

Chuiter . — Ghiibboo Khan strangled the mother while 
her infant was in her arms, and he determined to keep 
and adopt the child ; but after the bodies had all been put 
into the grave, Dbunnee Khan urged him to kill the 
child also, or we should be seized on crossing the Nur* 
budda valley. He threw the child living in upon the 
dead bodies, and the grave was filled up over it. 

Q.-— And the child was buried alive ? 


* This gang accompanied Ncwul Sing and his family from near Nag- 
pore through Seonee and Jubulpore to Biscyoee, a distance of more than 
two hundred miles, and were with them about twenty days on the moat 
intimate terms, before they put them all to death. Tl|e circumstance of 
Newul Sing's having lost an arm made them hesitate, and one gang 
separated from the main body before they reached Seonee rather than 
be jjpesent at his murder ; and there seemed no chance of their being abla 
tiK separate him froni the rest. 
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Yes. My brother Dulput and I were then 
mere children; we were seized in cossiog the Narbudda 
valley and never after released ; ho is now dead, and I 
am the only surviving son of Ghasee Subahdar. 

Q. — How was that affair managed ? 

C/mlier . — We fell in with tlie Moonshee and his family 
at Cliupara, between Nagporc and Jnbulpore; and they 
came on with us to Tmeknadown, where we found that 
some Companies of a Native Kegiinent under Earopean 
onicers, were expected the next morning. It was deter- 
mined to put them all to dtjalh that evening, as the 
Moonshee seemed likely to keep with the Companies. 
Our encampment was near the village, and the Moon- 
shec*s tent was pitched close to us. In the afternoon 
some of the Officers* tents came on in advance, and were 
pitched on the other side, leaving us between them and 
the village. The Khnlasies were all busily occupied in 
pitching them, Noor Khan and his son Sadee Khau 
and a few others, went as soon as it became dark to the 
M()onshec*s lent, and began to sing and play upon a 
Sitar, as they had been accustomed to do. During 
this time sonic oi them took up the Moon sheets sword on 
pretence of wisliing to look at it. His wife and children 
were inside listening to the music. The Jhirnee, or signal, 
w'as given, but at this moment the Moonshee saw his 
danger, called out murder, and attempted to rush through, 
but was seized ami strangled. His wife hearing him, ran 
out with the infant in her arms, but was seized by Ghubboo 
Khan, who strangled her and took the infant. The other 
daughter was strangled in (he tent. The Saesos (Grooms) 
cleaning their horses, and onie of them 
sceiifg his danger, ran under the belly of his horse, and 
caUed out murder ; but he was soon seized and stranj^ied 
as well as ail the rest. 
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^.-^-How did not the Khalasies and others who were 
pitching the tent dose by hear th(3se calb for help i 

Chiller. — As soon as the signal was given, those of the 
gang who were idle began to play and sing as loud as they 
could ; and two vicious horses were let loose and many 
ran after tlicm calling out as loud as they could ; so that 
the calls of the Mootishec and his party were drowned. 

Q . — Do you lloliar Thugs ever murder women I 

Moradiiit . — Never ; we should not murder a woman if 
she had a lakh of rupees upon her. 

Darry depu . — Nor would the Dooah Thugs if she had 
two lakhs upon her. 

GopdiiL — Wc have never been guilty of so great a 
cri'ue in the Dooab or any part oast of the Ganges and 
Jumna where f have bt'on employed ? 

— I5ut yon Biinddcund men niiirdorcd nbundance. 

Zoffidar. — Yes, and was not the greater part of 
Feringeoas and my gang seized after we had murdered 
the two women and little girl at Manora in 1830 near 
Saugor J And were we not ourselves both seized soon 
after J How could >ve survive things like that: our ances- 
tors never did sucdi things. 

VVohad no sooner buried their bodies than 
I heard the cfiiret/a, and on leaving the ground we saw 
the lokarbarheya: these were signs that Davey was 
displeased, and we gave ourselves up for lost. 

Q . — liut some of tiie Dooab Thugs have murdered 
women in your expeditions on this side of the Jumna ? 

Davey deen . — That was while they were in company 
with the liundcicuiid and Saugor men. 

Gopwdi-^Oii the other side of the Jumna and Ganges 
we never have done so. 

"^hikka . — flow could we do so f we do not oven murder 
a person that has a cow with him. 
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Q. — Had not the fourteen persons murdered at Kotree 
a cow with them, and were there not women in the 
party, and all killed ? 

Cholee , — W e were almost all Gwalior and Bundelcund 
and Saugor men in that gang, but wc persuaded the party 
to sell IIS the cow at Shahporc ; and we gave it to a 
Brahman at that place, and two or three days after they 
were all strangled at Kotree in llnllah. I pointed out the 
grave to Captain Crawford, and he took np the bodies. 

Q . — And you could not have strangled tliem if they 
had not parted with the cow I 

Cholee . — Certainly not ; nor could we have made them 
part with her had wc not pretended that we had vowed to 
make such an ollering at Shahpore, and were very much 
iii want of her. 

Zo/fukar , — Diirgba and Foringeca have been confound- 
ing cases ; I have heard of the Kalee liebce it is true, l)iit 
1 was not at her murder ; and yet I was at the taking of , 
the sheets intended for the Nowab’s tomb. Veer Mabom- 
mud was there, so also was Kudir, then a boy ; and I 
have heard that he has still in his family one of the slips 
that fell to the share of his adopted fatlier, the great 
Dlnirum Ivhaii. 

Feringeea , — Hut was not my father Purusram in that 
alfair ? 

Zolfukar . — He was, and so was Ghasee Snbahdar, but 
no Kalce IJebee was killed in that affair. There were only 
three persons, and they were men. We got two sheets, 
one green and the other red. 

was a little boy and that was my first ex- 
predition.Hind 1 was mounted upon a pony. The piece of 
the Veij^der wc gave to a priest, and it was taken and 
lodged in the Saugor Malkhana, and afterwards put up^to 
auction I believe. 
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The two chaders were sent by Nowab 
Salabut Khan, the Elichpore Nowab, for the tomb of hia 
brother Buhlole Khan, who bad died at Hyderabad. 
Lalmun Mnsulinan, and Kbandee and his brother Nundim 
Brahmans, must know all about the Kalee Bebee ; they 
are very old men. 

Khandee and Nundini^ brothers and Brahmans, one 
83 and the other 80 years of a«je, being sent for, deny hav- 
ing been present at the murder, but say they knew of it, 
and of the dire ellbots of it to the Thug fraternity. 

Lalmun , — Being sent for, age 90. I remember the 
murder of the Kalco Bebee well; I was at the time on an 
expedition to Barodab, and not present, but Pnuna must 
have been there. A dispute arose between the MusiiU 
mans and tlio ITindoos before and after the murder. The 
Musulmans insisl(;d upon killing her, as she bad 
four thousand rupees worth of property with her: the 
Hindoos would not agree. She was killed, and the 
Hindoos rcfus(jd to lake any part of the booty : they came 
to blows, but at last the Hindoos gave in, and consented 
to share in all but the clothes and ornaments which the 
women, wore, Foringeea’s father, Purusrain Brahman, 
was there; so was Gliasce Subahdar, a Rajpoot ; so was 
Himmut Brahman. When they came home to Murnae, 
Rae Sing, Purusram’s brother, refused to eat, drink or 
smoke with his brother till he bad purged himself Irom 
iliis great sin ; and he, Jliinniut, and Ghasee gave a feast 
that cost them a thousand rupees each. Four or live 
thousand Brahmans were assembled at that feast., Had 
it rested here, we should have thrived ; but iu the itffair 
of the si^^ty, women w'ere again murdered ; in the alTair 
of the.forty, several women were murdered ; the Musul- 
^ans were too strong for the Hindoos ; and from that 
time we may trace our decline. 
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Q . — But yon arc a Musiiiman ? 

True : but our i^raily bad been settled for 
two generations with that oJ‘ Rae Sing and Purusram at 
Murnae: and bad adopted their notions on all points of 
Tbttgfgee. We had been first iniliatccl by them, our family 
not being of the Delhi clans — (see Table 7). JBusuntee 
must have been present at the Kaloe Behee’s murder, 
litmintee* — No ; but niy brother Punna was. 

Ptmna — Being sent for, stales — 1 was present. She 
was coming from Hyderabad, and was carried in a dobly, 
and bad twelve followers. She had four thousand rupees 
worth of property. 'Phe Musulmans insisted upon killing 
her; the Hindoos opposed. She was killed with all her fol- 
lovyers, and the Hindoos, after a desperate quarrel, cori- 
schted to share in all but her clothes and ornaments. 
Madarce, who died last year in llie Saugor Jail, was Iho 
man who strangled her. On going home Purusram, 
Cliasee, and llimmut wore oldigcd to give a feast, and 
deprecate the wralh of Darvij by a great rloal of Poojah. 
Five thousand Brahiiiaiis assembled at that feast, and 
all was well ; but the Sutroub followed, and after that the 
Cbaleosrooh. (n both these ufi'airs tlie Hindoos coosenfed 
to sliare, but they were sadly punished. IIimma(, after 
the Surg-ooja affair, got worms in his body, and died bark- 
ing like a dog. Kosul died a miserable death at Nodha. 
One of his sons has been transported from Saugor, 
and the other died in the jail. His family is extincti 
Look at Purusraius family; all gone! (No. 1.) And 
Ghascc Subahdar s also ! 

j^,^*Did not the Hindoos assist in strangling the wo« 
men in the Sutrooh (00) and Ohaleesrooh (40) aflairs ? 

Pnnm* — forbid. They sinned enough i|i con- 
senting to share in the booty, but they never assisted 
in the murd^. 
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Q.— -How did Feringeea get bis name t 

General Perron could not make his uncle 
Rae Sing pay eighteen thousand rupees arrears duo 
on account of his farm of tlie customs, and sent a Re- 
giment under Blake Sahib to seize him. The villago 
was assaulted and burnt; and in her lligbt Purusrams 
wife gave birth to Feringeea, and he got his mimo from 
that event — Feringeea, from the attack of tlie Feringies. 

Q.— And you think that much of your misfortunes have 
arisen from the murder of women t 

Lalmun, — Wo all knew that they would come upon us 
some day for this and other great sins. We were often 
admonished hut we did not take warning, and wc deserve 
our fates. 

Q. — What — for committing murder t 

Lalmnn* — No, but for murdering women, and those 
classes of peo[>le whom our ancestors never murdered. 

ft. — They loll me that you were the best Belha 
(chooser of the place for murder) in your day. Was 
it so i 

Lalmun, — I was thought a good one in my day, hut I 
am now very old, and blind. 1 was a man when even 
Khandee and Nunden were children I 

Dorgha. — I got a hay pony from the Kalee J'ebce's 
affair. My brother Punga, who died lately in the Saugor 
jail, and my father Khyroo, were there. 

Q. — Are you never afraid of the spirits of the persons 
you murder I 

Nasir. — Never; they cannot trouble us. 

Q . — Why ? Do they not trouble other men when they 
commit murder ? 

Nitidr, — Of course they do. The man who commits a 
murder is always baonted by spirits. He has sometimes 
fifty at a time upon him, and they drive him mad. 
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^.~And how do they not trouble you ? 

Nasir . — Are not the people we kill killed by the orders 
of Dave If ? 

Kuleean.^Yes, it is by the blessing of Davey that we 
escape that evil. 

Dorgha . — Do not all whom we kill go to Paradise^ and 
why should their spirits-|tay to trouble us ? 

Inaenl , — A good deal of our security from spi* 
fits is to be attributed to the roomal with which we 
strangle/ 

. Q. — 1 did not know that there was any virtue in the 
xootnaK 

Imtent . — Is it not our sikka, (ensign) as the pickaxe 
is^Qur nishan (standard). 

Feringeea . — More is attributable to the pickaxe. Do 
we not worship it every seventh day { Is it not our 
standard f Xs its sound ever heard when digging the grave 
by any but a Thug ! And can any man even swear to a 
£ydsehoud upon itl^ 

Q.— And no other instrument would answer, you think, 
for making the graves ? 

How could we dig graves with any other in- 
struments. This is tlie one uppuiuted by Davey y and con- 
secrated, and we should uever have survived the attempt 
to use any other. ' 

Feringeea . — No man but a Thug who has been a 
strangler, and is remarkable fur his cleanliness and 
decorum is permitted to carry it. 

And there is no instance of a Thug being troubled 

a spirit ? 

jd/A— None. No Thug was ever so troubled. 

ft.-^What became of Khimmolee to whom ISfewul 
Sin }:5 and his daughters were so much attached i 

^Kuleeany^lio died in the Jubulpdre jail. 
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Q , — Wliat became of Gbabboo Khan who straugled 
the Moonsbce's wife? 

CliuUer,-^Ue also died iti the Jnbulporc jail, 

Q . — What became of Noor Khan and his son Sadee? 

Chutter.’^Hoov Khan died in the Hultah jail, arid his 
sou Sadee was lately transported from Jubulpore, 

Q . — Where you not once arreted with a largo gang at 
Kotah ? 

Faringeea^ — Yes ; wo had murdered four men with 
bund (os of clothes at Kunwas, going from A'shta to 
Kotali ; and four days after we killed the nephew of Jes- 
wnnt Raw Lar, and bis four servants, whose bodies were 
taken up last year. Twenty-eight of the gang were 
arrested ; but the next day they had their faces blacken- 
ed, and were released. 1 bad fled, leaving my clothes 
bebind, and after the release of the gang they discovered 
iu my clothes the hilt of the young chief’s sword, with 
liis name written under it, and sumo of the cloth. In 
trying to overtake us they fell in with Rhimmee and 
llurnagur and their gangs, and arrested forty, who wore 
couliiied for four years, and released the year that the 
liuckuadown gang was arrested by Mr, Molony,^ (1823.) 

Q . — Where did you go ? 

Fertn^feea.— Ashraf Khan, Siibahdar Major of Colonel 
Ridge’s Regiment of Cavalry (4lh Cavalry), was at Ko-^ 
tall, on bis way home sick, the day we were released, and 
we followed him up and killed him and all his party. 

Q. — Had he not been wounded and become an impro- 
per person to be killed ? 

Feringeea , — I did not go near enough to him to see. 
He was sick and curried in his palankeen ; and my party 

• TIUb is a mistake of rtringeea's^li was the year that the gaog of 
Deg Khan was arrested hy Major WariUuw— comuiittcd Mr, Fraser, 
and tried by Mr. Wilder, lS2ti.—See Appendix K. 
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having been arrested and had their faces blackened, we 
could not take any port in the murder. We got a share 
of the booty however. 

Q. — And why did they release Hurnagnr and his party ! 
Feritiffeea. — They thought it too expensive to feed 
them every day. 

(i. — What is commonly the proportion of Musulmans 
to ITindoos ? 

* Ferinffeea. — In Onde nine^tenths are Musulmans. In 
the Ddoah four-fifths were Hindoos. South of the 
Nurbudda three-fourths Musulmans. In Bnncllecund and 
SaagQF one-half were Musnhnans. In Rajp()otana one- 
fourth Mnsulmans. In liengal, Beliar, and Orissa about 
half and half. This is a rough guess, since we have no 
rule to proscribe or aset^rtain them. 

Q . — Are the usages of the llivcr Thugs the same as 
yours ? 

Morndun. — In worship the same. They strangle in 
boats and tliruw the bodies into the river. If they see 
blood, they must go back and open the expedition anew. 
They give the Jhlnu^e by first striking on the deck of the 
boat three times, when the man appointed to give it sees 
all clear. 

Q . — Have the River Thugs the same Ramasee^(dia- 
lect) as you ? 

Imam Buksh, of lliistur in Ghazeopoor.— -No, totally 
difierent. They neither understand our Ramasee nor do 
^ theirs. They call a strangler Charud, and a Beetoo, 
or traveller Khan, meaning their food ; as we call him 
jour Bunij, or merchandise. When they give their 
Ihimee they say **paivn law/* bring paun. 

Q , — ^Whero do the River Thugs reside chiefly ? 

Imam Bukshn — They formerly, as I have heard ray 
father and other old men say, constituted the exclusive 
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population of some villages, till a Gurdee (inroad) was 
made upon them, and their villages were pulled down 
about their cars. 

— What was the cause of this ? 

Imam Btiksh,— They never kill women, and there was 
a party of five travellers, four men and one women, who 
wanted to pass across the rtver>with them at Rajmahul. 
They contrived to leave the woman behind, and this led 
to the discovery of the nitirder of the men. From thab 
time they have been scattered over the district of 
Burdwan, and now they live in villages occupied by 
other people — four or five families of them in a village. 

They go in cousiderable parties, and have generally se- 
veral boats at the ghat at the same lime. The ghats most 
frofpicnted by them are those of Kolielgaum, Rajmalnil, 
Moreinukaea, an invalid station, and Monghyr ; but they 
go on so far as Cawnpore, and even Furruckabad. Their 
murders are always perpetrated in the day time. Those 
who do the work, of the boatmen are ilressed like other boat 
men ; but those who are to take a part in the operations, 
are dressed like travellers of great respectability ; and 
there are no boats on the river kept so clean, and inviting 
for travellers. When going up the river they always 
pretend to be men of some consideration going on pilgri- 
mage to some sacred place, as Banares, Aliababad, 
When going down they pretend to be returning borne 
from such places. They send oat their Sothas, or inveig- 
lers, well dressed upon the high roads, who pretend to foe 
going by water to the same places as the travellers they 
fall in with. On coining to the ghat they see these nice 
looking boats with the respectably dressed Thugs amus- 
ing themselves. They ask the Manjee (captain) of the 
boat to take them and the travellers on board, as ho can 
afford to do so cheaper than others, having apparently 
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his boat already engragecl by others. He pretends to be 
pushed for room, and the Thugs pretend to be unwilling 
to have any more passengers on board. At last he yields 
to the earnest requests of their inveiglers, and the travel- 
lers are taken up. They go off into the middle of the 
river, those above singing and playing and making a great 
noise, while the travellers are murdered inside at the 
signal given by three taps, that all is clear, and their 
bodies are thrown into the river. The boat then goes on 
to some other ghat, having landed their inveiglers again 
upon the roads. 

How many of these river Thugs do you suppose 
there are ? 

Imam Buisli . — I have never served with them but 
once, and cannot say; perhaps from two hundred to two 
hundred and fifty. 

Q. — Have you ever served with the Molheeas ? 

ImamBukshn — I have. They are from a class of weavers 
or Tantooas ; their Kaniusee or dialect is the same as ours ; 
they are called Motheeas by their associate Thugs, but by 
other people they are known only as Tantooas. 1 have 
however seen very little of them; others here know more 
than I do about them ; ask Bukhtawur. 

Have you seen the Lodahas ? 

Imam Buksk.-^Yen ; they are descended from the same 
common stock as ourselves, and are Jumaldchees, and 
Musnimans. Their dialect and usages are all the same 
as ours, but they rarely make Thugs of auy men but the 
members of their own families. They marry into other 
families who do not know them to be Thugs, but their 
wives never know their secrets, and can therefore never 
divulge them. No prospect of booty could ever induce 
.them, or any of the Bengal or Behar Thugs to kill a 
ivoman. 
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Q.— AVhere do they chiefly reside I 

Imam Buksh. — They occupy some villages north east 
of Durbunga on the Ncpuiil frontier. They einigraled 
from Oude when annoyed on some occasion some genera-* 
tipns ago; part of the emigrants remained in the Goruck- 
pore district, and have spread to that of Chupra. They 
have every where followed the same trade of Thuggee ; 
and, us in other parts, all under the auspices of Duvey. 
It was about five generations ago that this emigration 
from Oude tot»k place. The Lodahas extend their ex- 
peditions from the city of Patna along all the roads lead- 
ing through Dinajpore, Rungporo, Titaleca, Diirbhunga, 
l^oruneea, Diheea, Nathpore, and up to the bunks of the 
Rurhaiupootro, hut 1 never served with them during 
more than one expedition. Ruklitawur knows more about 
them than I do. They cannot speak the language of the 
western provinces, and in consequence never go west of 
the city of Patna. 

Q. — What castes are you forbidden to kill ? 

Imam ]iuksk.~WG never kill any of the following 
classes : 

Dhobies or A\^a:slici n)cn. 

Bharis or Pards. 

iSVifc# are never killed in Bengal. 

Nanuksa/iees* 

Mudaree Fukeers. 

Dancing men or boys. 

Musicians by profession. 

Bhungies or sweepers. 

TeylieSy oil venders. 

hollars and Burheys, Blacksmiths and carpenters, 
when fouqd together. 

Maimed and leprous persons. 

A man with a cow. 
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Burhimcharies, 

Kawrutlies, or Ganges water carriers, while they have 
the Gangeii water actually with them. If their pots be 
empty, they are not exempted. 

liuktavur being sent for — 

Q. — You arc said to liave occasionally gone with the 
River Thugs ; what do you call them ? 

Buk/ilawnr, — Wc call them Punffoos. On one occa« 
sioii only have I ever served with them* 

Q. — What was the said occasion? 

Ihik/iiawui\ — About fourteen years ago I had been 
op an expedition from Cliupra to Moorshedabad. W& 
were twenty two Tliugs, under Sewbuns Jemadar, who 
was a Rajpoot. Two of our gang, Khoda Kukaih and 
i.Alce Yar, had often served with the river Thugs, and 
used to interest ns by talking about their iiiudos of pro- 
ceeding. On the other side oi Kajmabul we fell in with two 
of these Thugs* They had two bundles, of clothes, and 
pretended to be going on a pilgrimage and had with 
them five travellers, whom they had picked up on the 
road. Sewbuns recognized them immediatelY, and Alee 
Y'ar and Klioda Buksii found in them old acquaintances. 
Tliey got into conversation with them, and it was agreed 
that Sewbux, I, and Dhorda Kormee should go with 
them, and sec how they did their work, while the rest of 
the gang wxnt on along the bank of the river. AVo 
embarked at Rajinahul. The travellers sat on ona 
side of tlie boat and the Thugs on the other, while wig 
wore all tlirce placed in the stern, the Thugs on our left 
and the travellers on our right. Some of the Thuga 
dressed as boatmen were above deck, and others walking 
along the bank of the river, ^and pulling the boat by the 
goon, or rope ; and all at the same time on the look out. 
We came up with a gcntlcoian's pinnace and two baggage 
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boats, and were obliged to stop and let (Iiem get on. 
The travellers seemed anxious, and wore (|uiot('d by 
being told that the men at the rope were tired, and must 
take some refreshment. They pulled out something and 
began to eat ; and when the pinnace had f^oi on a good 
way they resumed their work, and our boat proceeded. 
It was now afternoon, and when a signal was given above 
that all was clear, the five Thugs who sat opposite the 
travellers, sprung in upon them and with the aid of olliers 
strangled them. They put the roomal round the neck 
from the front, while all other Tliugs put it round from 
behind; they thus push them back, while we push them 
forward. Having strangled the live men, they broke 
their spinal bones, and pounded their private parts; and 
then threw them out of a hole made at the side into the 
river; and kept on their course, llu; boat being all this 
time palled along by the men on the bank. 

The booty amounted to about two hundred rupees. We 
claimed and got a share for all our party; and Sewbun.s 
declared that we were twenty-nine, while we w'ere really 
only twenty-three, and got a share for that number ; he 
cheated them out of the share of six men. 

We landed that night and rejoined our gang, and 
operated upon the roads leading along the river Ganges 
till we got to the Mormukaeea ghat where there is an 
invalid station — about four cose the other side of Ikir. 
Here we fell in with the same party P nnfjoon ^ or river 
Thugs, who had three travellers with them. I did not 
join them this time, but Sewbuns with two other iiiom- 
bers of our gang went on board, and saw them strangled. 
What share hd^got I do not know. 

Q.— Where do they reside ? 

Bukhtawur . — They reside about Beerbhoom, Banenora, 
Kttlp-Kutooa, Sewree and other places in the district of 
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Surdwan^ which is a very large district. Kulna and 
Kutuua are two distinct towns on the BhageeruUee river, 
half way from Calcutta to Moorshedubud, though we 
always join their names together in speaking of the place. 
Thugs do not live in these or any other towns, as they are 
there always liable to be a good deal annoyed by police 
questions, but in small villages around about them. 

Q, — What do you call police questions ? 

Bukhtaww\ — Questions about who’s come~wlio’s gone 
•—who’s born — who’s died— what’s your occupation— 
whence your income, and so forth. Those questions 
annoy ThiigA a good deal, and oblige Ihciu to sliare their 
incomes with tiie police men as well us with the Zumecn 
dars. 

Q. — What’s your age J 

Jiakhlawur. — Between sixty and seventy. 

Q. — Was your father a Thug ? 

Bukhtawur. — No— [ am the first of^y family^ but 
Imam Buksh is an hereditary JuinaltleiioeThug. I was 
taught the trade by Alanickrao Kajpool, a^ Jemadar of 
Thugs. Both he and his son Ivisliiiii arc now dead. 
Manickrae had lived with several families of Thugs in 
the village of Seesooa iu Beleea, but a native collector 
came and gave them a good deal of annoyance, and they 
went to a small village near Julloo, ten cose this side of 
JuDUckpore. I live iu Plicrirdalia— from Goruckpore 
sixteen cose east — from the great Gunduk river nine cose 
west, and from the little Gunduk one cose east. 

Q. — Does not the Rajah of Beteoa encourage the 
residence of Thugs I 

Bukhtawur. — Not now: he is afraid, 4nd tries all he 
can to find th^in out and exjpel them ; but he has got the 
most expert thieves iu India ; they will steal the bullocks 
from your plough without your perceiving them. 
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Q.-r-Have you ever served with the Lodalias ? 

Sukhtawur. — Yes—I have often served with Jhoulee 
KImn Jemadar, lie lives thirty cose from Dnrhhung^a on 
the frontier, and has thirty good Thugs. He is o:.tensibly 
a mere cultivator. He is called Jiioulee Khan the fair. 
There is also the black Jliouloc Khan, who has hfteeii 
good Thugs, and holds a village in larni as a Zumeendar, 
though ho is not so great a man as the oliior. Their 
followers are all hereditary and well trained Thugs. 
Jhiihbun Khan, another leader of groat note, lives near 
them. They reside in five or six. villages within a fesv coso 
of each other, and are about fifty families of Thugs, most 
of them Musuirnans, but there are some Rajpoots and some 
Tantooas, or weavers. Tliese fifty ramilic.s have perhaps 
from two hrmdred to two hundred ami lifty Thugs. 

Q. — Arc your gangs never arrested in that <|iiai ter ? 

Hukhiiuvnr . — Sometimes ; about ten years ago a gang 
of seventeen yero arrested near Durhhunga; four were 
hung, and twelve transported. 

Q. — HoW was that managed I 

Bnkhtavmr . — Gobind .Uawnt, son of Peearec llawut, 
and Ghccna Khan Jemadars, and a gangof fifteen Thugs 
had strangled and buried four travellers. Syfoo and 
Gheena Khan had married two sisters, and Syfoo gave 
himself airs, and demanded a coral necklace that was 
taken from one of the travellers. Gheena refused to give 
it ; a quarrel ensued, and Syfoo, in a passion, went to the 
"Thanadar at Durbhunga, brought him and his guard down 
upon tliem at night, and seiy:ed the whole gang. Rut 
Syfoo had not seen the grave, and he made the Tlianailar 
tie up his cousin, Peerhuksh, a hoy, throw him down, 
draw his sword, and preten^ to be about to cut his throat. 
The boy got alarmed, confessed, and pointed out the 
grave. The bodies were taken up, the prisoners sent to 
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Mozuffurpore, and the four men who strangled them were 
hung ; twelve^ including the two leaders, were sent to the 
black water. Syfoo was released, but died ou his way 
liODie. How w'e could never discover, 
ft.— Did ho die because be disclosed J 
Bnkhtawnr . — No doubt. 

ft.' — That is, some of his old associates killed him ? 
Bukhfawur. — No ; had he been killed by them we should 
have discovered it. In those days a man who peached 
was cither killed by bis old associates, or by Davei/. 
They were only rare and solitary instances ; now we do not 
fear, as we are many and become servants of Government. 
Syfoo must have perished for bis treachery, but ho was 
not killed by any of us. 

ft. — Where were the four men murdered I 
JBukhtainnr . — About half a cose east of the Kolesuree 
river, a sacred stream, about two cosc east from Durbonga. 
ft. — What year was it in ? 

Bukhlawur . — I dont know ; about ten years ago. 
Moradun of Arah . — It must have been after the siege 
of Bhurtpore, for I saw Gkcenu Khan that year on an 
expedition. He resided near Jugtowlee in Chupra, not 
far from Bukhlawur’s village of Phurindha. 

Conversation resumed v)ilh the Dackun and Ilindos- 
tanee lliuffs, 

ft,. — If Daveys displeasure visits all who punish Thugs, 
how is it that you all escape so welt i 

Moradnn. — Daveys anger visited ns when yre were 
seized. That was the effect of her re^entraehl ; she cast us 
off then and takes no notice of us now. 

ft, — And if you were to return to Thuggee, she would 
still guide and protect you X 
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Moradun. — Yes, but what gang would now receive us ? 

ft. — And you are not afraid to assist in suppressing 
Thuggee? 

Moradmu — No ; we sec God is assisting you, and 
that has withdrawn her protection on account of 

our transgressions. Wo have sadly neglected her wor- 
ship. God knows in what it will all end. 

Q, — True, God only knows ; hut \vc hope it will end in 
the entire suppression of this wicked and foolish sysleui ; 
and in the conviction on your part that Davny has really 
had nothing to do with it. 

Nf/.?n\~That Davetj instituted Thuggee, and support- 
ed it as long as we attended to her omens, and observed 
the rules framed by the wisdom of our ancestors, notliing 
in the world can ever make us doubt. 

Q . — Do the five divisions you mention in tlieDucknn 
comprise, gcograpliically, all the country south of the 
Nurhudda river ? 

Saldh Khan. — No, there is a sixth, Khandiesh ; but we 
know of no Thugs in that country; and a seventh, the 
Concau along the Malabar coast; we know ofuo Thugs in 
that country cither. 

ft.-— Are there no Thugs in these two Districts think 
you 'i 

Sahib . — There may be some, but we do not know of any. 

Ferine/eea , — Our gangs from J]iiid(»sfau used often to 
go through Khaudiesh in our expeditions, but we never 
heard of any Thugs who resided there : many may have 
emigrated into that quarter from others since this pursuit 
began i 

.ft.~Yoa got some valuable prisees in Khandiesh 
latterly ? 

Chotee * — ^There was the Choupura case on the Taptee 
river, in which we got 25,000 rapoes in 182(1. 
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Tlie Dholcea and Malagamn case in which we got 
tvveiity-two;lliousaud rupees worth of gold in 1827. The 
Dhorecote case in which we got twelve thousand rupees 
in 1828, and the Dlioree case io 1829, in which they got 
seventy-two Ihoasand rupees worth of pearls, and tea 
thousand rupees worth of gold, though they could not 
keep it all. These were our prizes in Kbandiesh. 

(1 . — Y ou were not in the Dhoree case ? 

Chotee. — No, hut I was in all the others. I was in arrest 
with Dhun llaj »Seth’s Agent at A lumpore, trying to recover 
some of the Spanish dollars taken from him at Burwuba 
ghat, when that occurred ; but I sent part of my gang that 
year with Feiingeca’s, and they fell in with the Dhoree 
case men as they wore coining back with the pearls. 

Fentiffam * — Yes ; some ofCholee’s mon were with mo 
in the llanjima case, which took place in March, 182f); 
and we soon after fell in with some of our friends coming 
home with their pearls from the Dhoree case. 

Q.— But the Dhoree case and Biirwaha ghat case 
must Jiave taken place williln a few days of each other in 
February, 1829. the Dhoree case took place on the Glh, 
and the Lurwaha ghat case, on the 1st of that month. 
YYe have the records of the dates from Indore ! 

Chidee ^ — Your records must be wrong. The Dhorecote 
case, in m Inch I was present, occurred fifteen days after/: 
the Burwahu ghat case, fur 1 was taken iip on the sus- 
picion of being present in the Burwaha ghat case, and it 
was the year after that the pearls were taken at Dhoree, 

F*eriiuieca. — Y'es ; Chotee was with Dhun Raj Seth’s 
man Bearec Lai when we went on the Kanjuna expedl* 
tion ond met the pearls. 

MoklaL — lie was arrested soon after our party got the 
Spaoisb dollars at Burwaha ghat, which was fifteen days^ 
before his party took the gold at Dhorecote. 
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Q , — How many Spanish dollars did you gfet ? 

MoldaL — got forty thousand rupees worth, but a 
great part had been beaten up. 

Ferinffeea. — But none of us got so fine a prize a» 
Bowanee the Sooseca and his gang of Xlnjpootana got in 
Kandeish. They carried off clear in one afllair above 
two lakhs of rupees worth of property coming from 
Bombay to Indore. 

Q . — How did you manage the Burwalia ghat affair? 
Moklal. — It p;ave us a great deal of trouble, as the 
dollars were laden on Camels. They went fast, and, 
afraid to appear near to them in a body, we several limes 
lost all trace <»f them. AVc first fell in with them at 
Borhanpore. Ours was only one of three great parties 
that went iVoin Bundleciind, Gwalior and Saugoi* that 
year to Kandei.^h; and it consisted of about ojio hundred 
and sixty Thugs, concentrating upon the treasure parly. 
At Burwalia ghat, on the Nurbiiddn river, wo found tiieiii 
disputing with the Custom-house ollicers about the pay- 
ment of duties ; and stating the hardship of being obliged 
to expose the value of their charge in an luisettlcMl coun- 
try. We paid duties for ourselves and our six ponies ; 
and, leaving a few scouts, passed over the river, and went 
on to the small deserted village of JNTacn, in the midst of 
jiingly waste. Here we waited till llie treasure party 
came op, consisting of eight ineri, inountc^d on Camels 
aiid armed with matchlocks, aiul a merchant, by name 
Futteh Alee, who had joined them on the road in the 
hope of being more secure in their company than alone. 
It was about nine o'clock in the morning when they 
reached the place. The signal was given, we rushed in 
updn the Camels, seized them by their bridles, and made 
them sit down by beating them with sticks. The men 
were seized and killed; some strangled, some stabbed 
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with spears, and some cut down with swords. Futteii 
Alee was pulled ofl' his pony and strangled. We trans- 
ferred the treasure to our ponies ; threw the bodies into a 
ravine, and went on for three days without halting any 
where, as we knew we should he immediately pursued^ 
After we had got beyond danger we rested and divided 
the booty, setting aside the proper share for the temple of 
Davey at Bindachul, near Mirzapore.-^* 

Dhim Kaj Seth sent his agent, Bearee Lall, to the 
Resident at Indore, and the Agent of the Governor 
General in Cundelcund to recover his dollars. lie got 
a good many of tlie principal Thug leaders arrested ; they 
were sent by the Agent in Bnndelcund to the Resident at 
Indore, who sent them back to the Agent, who made them 
over to the native chiefs, in whose jurisdiction they re- 
sided, with orders to make good the money. These 
chiefs told us to make good three-fourths of the money 
taken at Burwaha ghat by a general contribution. We 
agreed to do so and were let go ; some paid out of the 
fruits of former expeditions, others borrowed in anticipa- 
tion of future success ; and those who had neither money 
nor credit pledged themselves to pay part of their future 
earnings. To this Bearce Lai agreed, and sent them 
on expeditions, retaining Cliotee, Bukut and other 
Jemadars of great inllucnce about his person, lie got 
a good deal of money by procuring tlic release of all 
the noted Thugs then in confinement at diilerent places*^ 
He got nine thousand rupees for the release of Hhurum 
Khun Jemadar from Gwalior, on the pretence that he 
was engaged in the afiair when he hud been in prison 
long before. He bad "^ot a great prize oil jewels from 
some men killed near Kotah, and his family could afford 
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to j«y. Snell was Dliun Raj Seth’s influence that he could 
get a gang released from prison in any part of India ; and 
for some lime his agent Bearee Lai had always half a dozen 
of the principal Thug leaders about his person, and used to 
attend all our marriages and festivals. What his master 
got, we know not, hut he got a great deal of our money. 

t?.— What became of him after our operations began ? 

MoklaL — He ran olf to his master at OrnrowLce: wo 
returned to our homes, and got all arrested. 

Q.. — Are (here any Thugs in Gu/.erat ? 

MoklaL — \Vc think not. Wo have often gone through 
Guzerat in our expeditions of late years; parf.icnlarly 
since your operations coinnioncod, and have penofratod 
beyond Joonagur up to the shores ot* the ocean, but 
have never become acquainted with any Thug residing 
in Guzerat. ’riioro are niimhers in Rapjootaua. The 
Thugs of Deogur Mndara arc to f)iideepor(j, what the 
Sindouse and Murnae men were to Etawa and Gwalior. 
In Joudhpore there are ten villages occupied by Thugs ; 
and they are scattered ail over Jyporc, and are still very 
numerous about Ojeyn and Rerlabgur in western Malwa. 

Q . — But you think that a number of the members of 
your old gangs who have escaped ns may go and settle 
in Gnzerat and Kandcisli i 

MoklaL — Certainly, some of them will. Ts not Ilam- 
buksh for whom you oflered five hundred rupees reward 
gone to that quarter I 

Q . — And they will raise new gangs there you think * 

MoklaL^Cexi'diniy, if left undisturbed for a time. 

Cfc*— Who were the leaders in the Burwahu ghat alfair ^ 

Jlfoi/a/.-rRoshun, who was hiAg at Saugor, 1832. 

Dhurun Khan the stutterer, hung at Saugor, 1832. 

Maharaj Partuk, who drowned himself at Saugor, 1832. 
Persaud, hung at Saugor, 1832, 
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Lai Mahommad, approver. 

Biikhtawqr« died at home. 

Bnkut, the son of old Khundcc approver, who.is still 
at large, and a Jemadar, 

Q . — How did you manage the Dholcea and Malagow 
atKiir ? 

Fi?rinfjeea , — Our gangs concentrated at the village of 
Jokiir, between Dlioleea and Malagow, in Kaiideisb, 
amounting to two hundred and fifty Thugs, under myself. 

Makun, who was hung at Indore, 18.49. 

Ciinga Decn, who was hung at Indore, 1829. 

Choice, approver. 

Maliaraj I’artuk, drowned himself at Siuigor. 

Sheikh Nungoo, dead. 

Persaud, hung at Saugor 1832^ and others. 

Wo left Jokeer for Malagow witli two travellers, 
whom we had killed before daylight and were resting at 
a well two cose north of Malagow, when wo heard after 
sunrise, the Chim mama on the right. 1 proposed, ac* 
cording to all the recognized rules of augury, to go back 
to Jokur immediately. To this proposal they would 
not consent, and we went on to Malagow, where I pro- 
posed that we should halt and avert the threatened evil 
by a sacrifice. This was overruled by a party who sup- 
posed tliqt it might be as well averted by quitting the 
high road to Kopurgow, and diverging to the right upon 
that of Chandore. I went on wdth them four cose to a 
village, whose name I forget, but at night determined to 
obey the omen, and came back with my gang of twenty- 
five Thngs to Malagow, where 1 found a gang of one 
hnndred Thugs under the following leaders.; 

Omrow, hung at Indore, 1829. 

Bhimmec, approver. 

Buduioo, hung at Saugor, 1832, 
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Buknt, approver, 

Kunliey Ahoer, killed in Joudpore, 1833. 

Hinder Bon^una, approver. 

They had with them four treasure bearers from Poona 
on their way from Indore, whom they intended to kill on 
the way to Dholoea. I joined them and we went on to 
the villag^e of Jokur, and were joined (»n the way bv three 
other Iravcllers, whom wo could not shako oH*. ilindor 
Benguna’s son Chiddee had cpvarrolled with his father, 
and gone off to join ('holce’s parly on the Chandore r<rad 
with Gurhno, who went to sec two of his brothers who 
were with them ; and they having let out the secret of the 
treasure bearers, Chotee came olK as fast as ho could 
with Mabaraj and a party of forty, and joined iis during 
the night at .Jokur. 

Omrow’s party was composed cliietly of Kiiboolas, 
fellows of all casts, whom ho had scraped together to 
make up a gang for this expedition, and we insisted upon 
bis sending thirty of the rawest of them in advance 
from Jokur in the afternoon. There were at least two 
hundred men that night at Jokur on tlioir way hack iVom 
Hindoslan to their Regiments ; hut wc watched the 
treasure bearers closely, and when they set out, we follow- 
ed ; and at a bowlee, a mile or two on, wc closed in upon 
them and put them to death. Wo had not been able to 
shake off the oilier three travellers, and were in conse- 
quence obliged to put them to death also, some of the 
bodies were thrown into the bowlee, and the others were 
slightly buried in a field close by.’*' 

Chotee claimed a share for that part of their gangs which 
had gone on to Chandore, as well as for that which had 
come with him ; and Omrow claimed an equal share for 
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all the thirty Kuboolas whom he had conseuted to send 
on in advance, that they mi«;ht not by their blunders 
frustrate our designs upon the treasure bearers. After 
a good deal of dispute it was settled that those who were 
actually present, should all share alike without distinction 
of rank or oflTice ; and that those who belonged to absent 
parties might share what they got with them or not as 
they pleased. According to this arrangement each man 
got of gold one hundred and twenty-five rupees worth. 
Omrow’s seventy men afterwards shared witli the thirty 
Kubocjlas ; and Chotee’s party went and shared what they 
got with the men at Chandorc. 

Q. — And you think the Chimmama was sent to you 1)y 
Darejf to induce you all to stay^ and share in this booty ? 

Feri/fgeea, — Uudouliledly ; every one now admits it, but 
at the time they were al) mad ! 

— AVhy did they not diverge immediately from the 
Mai ago w road ? 

Ferinyoea, — It is all a horrid jungle, and there is 
no road right or left till you get to Malagosv. We had 
intended to go the straight road to Kopiirgow through 
Malagow. 

(J.— Who were the three travellers that joined you ? 

Ferinr/em, — Two were weavers, and one a dawk hur- 
cara. 

Q, — flow was the Dhorcc affair managed ? 

Feringeea. — We were a gang of about one hundred and 
fifty Thugs from Ilindosian — in the month of January, 
1820 near Chopra, on the bank of the Taptee river, under 
Khoseeala, alias Rymoo, excciited afterwards at Dholeea 
in Kandeish, Bbujjoo, executed at Saugor 1832, and 
Persaad Musulman, executed at Indore 1820, when the 
seven treasure bearers came up on their way from Bom- 
iiay to Indore. Wc followed them with a select party 
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from all the gangs on to Dlioree, and thence tbrongh the 
Dholeebaree pass, where they spoke with Dusriit Naek, 
the officer of the police guard, stationed at that pass. 
AVhile they rested heroy one of the seven, without our 
scouts perceiving it, went on in advance towards (Jodur- 
ghat, which is about four cose distant. When tlicy had 
left the guard we continued to follow, and on passing the 
guard we were cjucstioned by Dusrut Naek, and wo told 
him that we were Covernmont servants on our way home 
Oil furlough. About halfway between this pass and (ilodiir- 
ghat we came up with the treasure bearers, and strangled 
them ; but to onr surprise wo found only six instcail of 
seven, Ileera and three others were instantly sent on 
after the other but they could not find him, and we 
hastily threw the bodies into a iialah and made oU* with the 
booty. 

The man who had gone on in advance, finding that his 
companions did not come up so soon as he expected, 
returned to look after them, and met a traveller wdio told 
him that he had seen some dead bodies in a nalali by the 
side of the road ; going to the place described he found 
that they were the bodies of his companions, and re|)orlcd 
the circumstance to Dusrut Naek, who sent information 
to Captain Hodges, the acting Magistrate in Kandoish, 
and set out with all his men in pursuit of us. Captain 
Hodges with his mounted police, succeeded in seizing 
thirteen or fourteen of our party who had separated and 
lost their road in the jungles. They had with them the 
greater part of the booty, which we in consequence lost. 
Of these men four contrived to get released, and the rest 
were either hung at Dholeea or sent to the black water. 
Only three of the bags of pearls were brought offi, one by 
Purumua, who honestly shared it on his return with the 
rest of the gang who escaped; and two by J3hujjoo, alias 
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Sooper Sing and Rue Sing, who were lately hung at Sau- 
gor, and who could never be prevailed upon to give Up 
any share.’*' 

Q , — ^AVhen you have a poor traveller with you, or a 
party of travellers who appear to have little property 
about them, and you hear or see a very good omen, do you 
not let them go, in the hope that the virtue of the omen 
will guide you to better prey ? 

Dorffha, Mnsulinan. — Let them go^—never, never-— 
tuhliee nulieeti, hubhee niflieen, 

Nasir, Musiilnian, of Telingana. — How could we let 
thorn go ? Is not the good omen the order from Heaven 
to kill them, and woidd it not he disobedience to let them 
go ? Jf we did not kill tbeni, should We ever get any 
more travellers ? 

Ferififfeea, liralimiin. — I have known the experiment 
tried with good efl'cet — I have known travellers who pro- 
mised little let go, and the virtue of the omen brought 
better. 

Indent, Musulman. — Yes, the virtue of the omen re- 
mains, and the traveller who has little should he let go, 
for you arc sure to gel a belter. 

Sahib Khan, of Telingana. — Never! never! This is 
one of your llindostanee heresies. You could never 
let him go without losing all the fruits of your expc<\^ 
lion. You might get property, but it could never do 
you any good. No success could result from your 
disobedience. 

Morlee, Rajpoot. — Certainly ndt! the travellers who' 
are in our hands when we have a good omen most never 
be let go, whether tltey promise little or . much ; the omett 
is unquestionably the order, as Nasir says. 


* See Appendix F. 
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AWiV.— The idea of secariog the good will of Davey 
by disobeying her order is quite monstrous. We Ducknn 
Thugs do not understand how you got hold of it. Our 
ancestors were never guilty of such fully. 

Ferinyeea . — \ou do not mean to say tiiat we of Murr 
nae and Sindouse were not as well insfructed as you of 
Teliiigana f 

Nasir and Sahih Khan , — only mean to say that 
you have clearly mistaken the nature of a good omen in 
this case. It is the order of Daevy to take what she has 
put in our way : at least so \vc, in the Diickuii, under- 
stand it* 

p.-— How did you manage the Sliikarporo affair ? 

liiaenl, — Oar gang consisted of one hundred and 
twenty-live Thugs under — 

Noor Khan, hung this year at .Jiihulporc. 

Bhiidae^ lately arrested at Kolah. 

Ghotab Khan, hung at Saugor 

Hyput, approver. 

Other Jemadars and myself were encamped in the 
grove near the town of ISohora in this, the Juhulpore 
district, in March, 181 G, when the llesideut of Nagporo 
passed on his way from Nagpore to Uundelcund.^ We 
had heard of his approach with a large escort and deter- 
mined to join his party in the hope of picking up some 
travellers^ as in the time of the Pindai ies, travellers of 
respectability generally took advantage of such opportu- 
nities to travel with greater security. Our gang sepa- 
rated into small parties, who mixed themselves up with 
the Resident’s parties at different places along the road, 
without appearing to know any thing of each other ; and 

* This was Major Close on bis way from Poona to Gwalior to take 
charge of his office as Resident in 1610— See Appendix G. 



( 198 ) 


pretended to be like others glad of the occasion to travel 
securely. "When the Resident reached Belehree some of 
our parties stated, that, as the ilesideut was going 
tlie western road by Rewab, they had belter go the 
northern by Powac, as there was no longer any danger 
from Pindarics, and, by separating from so large an 
escort, they should get provisions much cheaper ; that 
water was now becoming scarce on the western road, and 
was always made dirty by the clepliants and camels. 
Other parlies pretended to argue against this, but at last 
to yield to the strong reasons assigned. We had by this 
time become very intimate with a party of travellers from 
Nagpore, consisting of eighteen men, seven women, and 
two boys. They heard our discussions, and declared in 
favor of the plan of separating from the Resident’s party, 
and going the northern road through Shikarporo and 
Powae. 

On reaching Shikarpore, three cose this side of Powae, 
we sent on Kunhey and Mutlioleo to select a place for 
the murder, and they chose one on the bank of tli<5 river 
in an extensive jungle that lay belwiien us and Powae. 
We contrived to make the party move oil' about midnight 
persuading them that it was near morning ; and on reach- 
ing the place appointed they were advised to sit down 
and rest themselves. Ail our parties pretended to be as 
much deceived as themselves with regard to the time ; 
but not more than half of the travellers could be pre- 
vailed upon to sit down and rest in such a solitude. The 
signal was given, and all, except the two boys, were 
seized and strangled by the people who had been ap- 
pointed for the purpose, and were now at their posts 
ready for action. The boys were taken by Jowahir. and 
Kehrec, who intended to adopt them as their sons and 
the bodies of the twenty-five persons were all thrown 
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into a (litcb, and covered over with earth and bashes. 
On seeinjj the bodies thrown into the ditch, Jowahir’s 
boy began to cry bitterly; and finding it impossible to 
pacify him or to keep liim cpiiet, Jowaliir took him by the 
legs, dashed out his brains against a stone, and left him 
lying on the groiiiuK wldle the rest were busily occupied 
in collecting the bool). Going on to Powae we pur- 
chased five rupees worth of sugar to celebrate this event; 
and without halting we went on to the village of Chou- 
mooka in Piinna. After resting till midnight wc went 
on to Tiguru, in Jytpore, where we ate the sugar, and 
then set out the same day for I Iiiltah. 

A fisherman going to the river to fish, soon after wc 
had loft the scone of the murders, found the liody of the 
boy lying by the stone against which his head had been 
beaten; and ho gave inforniutiou to Thakur Burjore 
Sing of Powae, who proceeded to Iho place with some of 
his followers, and discovered all the other bodies lying in 
the ditch. .1 1 e collected all the men he could, and fol- 
lowing our traces which were still fresh, he came up 
with us as wc were washing ourselves in a stream within 
the boundaries of the village of Tigiira. AVo formed 
ourselves into a compact body, and retired upon the vil- 
lage of Tigura. The Thakur repeatedly charged in upon 
us, and seeing Ilyput Jemadar pierced lliroiigh the chest 
with a spear, and Bliiigwan receive a sabre cut in the 
face, we dispersed and made for the village of Tigura in 
the best way we could. The villagers all came to our 
support/ and defended us against the Thakur; but he 
had alroady soured Husun Khan, who afterwards died 
at hbine^t>^am -Buksh alias Kosula, who was hung 
ip Kaadeish in 1829 — Shumshera who was hung at 
^aug&r lb 1^2-^ Babadera who is now in service at 
niogoleel 
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The Tigura people tempted by the|>Fotms 8 of part of 6 ftr 
booty protected us all that day and nigbt; and in the. morn* 
ing escorted us to Simarcca, where a promise of all the booty 
that we had left, secured us a safe retreat till the pnr^uit 
was over in spite ol' all that the Thaltat could say br io7 

The Thakur took all his prisoners to the' < 3 ^ 
General’s Agent, Mr. Waiichope, before whom Balmdera 
confessed, and stated all the circumstances as they oebdri- 
red; but being afterwards told that it was the practicef of 
the English to hang all who confessed, and to release all 
who denied, he soon denied stoutly all that he had said, 
and pretended to know nothing at all about the murders; 
and being made over to the Magistrate they wore ail rOi- 
leased for want of evidence. Ram Buksli Tumbdlee 
came from Nagporo to the Agent, Mr. Wanchope, in the 
hope of rccovtM’ing liis child, who was the boy that was 
killed by Jowaliir.* 

Q,. — What became of Jowahir ? 

Tntient,—\le was the Jowahir Kiisbateo the Brahman, 
who was bung at Saiigor 1832. lie had settled on the 
Nurbiidda river. 

a — What became of Kehree? 

Tnaeni . — Kclirec was the father of Sewa, approver, and 
he was hung at Jubulpore in 1831. He named the 
boy Gunesha, and kept him at home to look after bisr 
cattle. Kcliree’s widow is now here widi her son 8 eWa $ 
and 1 heard her some time ago lamenting tbe^deatb'of 
Gunesha, and performing funeral ceremoniesv^^^^^^^ 
a Brahmun and died bt Kehree’s home. 

Q>^Where is Bahadera? 

InaenU—The last time £ saw hiii^ y 
ago wheudk^ was a Sipabee in the 1st 




This is all 
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gade of live BAttoliDns at Aurnogabad. He bad given up 
Thuggee, and never, that we know of, returned to it; but 
be was still onr friend. 

ou lold Mr. Johnstone the traveller, while he 
was at Saug^orj that the oporalions ot your trade were to 
. seen, in the eaves of El I ora ? 

;Feritiffeea.-;^A,ll I ICvery one of the operations is to be 
aeea tbiere; in one plaue you see men stranglin*;' ; in 
another burying; the bodies: in another carrying; them 
off to the graves. There is not an operation in Thuggee 
that is not exhibited in the caves of Ellora. 

Dorff/m,-— In those caves are to be seen the operations 
of every trade in the world. 

/.* Cholae , — Whenever wc passed near, we used to go and 
see these caves, livery man will there find his trade 
described bowovor secret he may think it ; and they were 
all made in one night. 

Q,. — Docs any person beside yourselves consider that 
any of these figures represent Thugs ^ 

Feyinyeea, — No body else; but all I'hugs know that 
they do. AVo never told any hoily else wind we thought 
about them. Every body there can see the secret opera- 
tions of his trade, but be does not tell uibors ui‘(hem ; and 
DO other person can understaud what they mean, 'i'hey 
are the works of God. No human hands were employed 
npoil them.; every body inlinits. 

operations are there described in 

figures? 

KXuh,hrl hwve seen the Sotha (inveigler) sit* 
C^g updj|i:%6 with the traveller, and in close 

when wc a|:e worin- 
In DDother place the strangler has 
bib deck, - and is strangling him ; 
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while another, (he Cbumocliee^ Is holdingJiim by the legs^; 
These are the only two operations that I have seen 
scribed. 

These I have also seen, and there is no mis- 
taking them. The Chnmocheo has close hold of the legs* 
and is polling at them thusy while the Bhartote is lights 
ening the roomal round his neck, thus! 

Have you seen no others ? 

Ferlngeea , — I have seen these two, and also the Logbas 
carrying away tlie bodies to the grave, in this manner^ 
and the sextons digging the grave with the sacred pick?, 
axe: all is done just as if we had ourselves done it ^ 
nothing could he more exact. 

— And who do you think could have executed thia 
work ? ^ 

Ferinffeeiu — It could not have been done by Thugs^ 
because they would never have exposed the secrets of 
their trade ; and no other human being could have done 
it. It must be the work of the Gods : human bands could 
never have performed it. 

(I — And supposing so, you go and worship it? 

Sahib Khan^ — No. We go to gratify curiosity, and not 
to worship : wo look upon it as a Mausoleum, a collection 
of curions figures cut by some Demons, who koewitb^ 
secrets of all mankind, and amused themselves here in 
describing them. 

Hiirnagitr.’-^We Hindoos go for the same purpose; 
We never go to worship. AVe consider it as a Pantheon 
of unknown Gods. 

Q . — Relate the circumstanebs of the Gbaleesrooli 
affair? 

Kuleg§n Sing . — In thtf year that Mr» Jenls^m went as 
Resident to Nagpore througlrv^BenaTes^^ 
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this affair took place. He had just encamped near the 
Seetabuidee hill when y/e passed through Nagpore* 
(February, 1807.) 

jE>o/yAa.— The roads from the Duckun across the Nur- 
budda, had become so unsafe from the Pindarics that all 
travellers from Poona, Hyderabad, and Nagporc, going 
towards the Ganges, went by way of Surg<K»ja and Siim- 
bulpore ; and several of our gangs that went from Bundel- 
Gundand the Dooab to that road came back with immense 
booty for several years. In the rains preceding this 
affair it was determined that all the gangs should take 
that direction ; and we accordingly set ont. There were 
more than forty Jemadars of note ; among them Bnksheo 
Jemadar, whose head Doctor Spry sent to England, and 
Ghasee Subahdar ; and many others of equal note. We 
set out from our respective homes after tlio Dushera in 
October, (1806) passed through Mirzapore, in order to 
make our votive offoriiigs at the temple of Davey at 
Bindacbiil, and rendezvoused at Rutliinpore in the Siir- 
gooja district, where we wore assembled above six hun- 
dred Thugs. From lluttunporc we went to Tukutpore, 
where we murdered a good many travellers who took up 
their quarters in our several places of encampment. All 
pretended to have been on furlongli and to be returning 
irom Hindostan to different armies in the Duckun, with 
9 ome of our relations and friends as young recruits. On 
4he third day a female of rank came up. Her husband 
'bad been an dtScer in the Nagpore service, and being 
left a widow by bis death at Nagpore, she was on her 
way home to bis friends with her deceased husband’s 
brother. She occupied a tent, and was accompanied by 
a stave girl; and had twelve aritled men as a guard. She 
^left^.Tuktttpore the morniog afi^ her arrival, and was fol- 
lowed by a detachment from every one of our gangs, 
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making a party of one hundred and sixty Thugs, under 
some of our best loaders. For several <lays they follow- 
ed them without iinding a cunveuieiit opportunity of 
disposing of them, till they reached the village of Choora, 
between which place and the village of Sulrunja the road 
passed through an extensive jungle, without a village ou 
either side for many miles. Leaving this place in the 
morning they put the whole party to death, and buried 
their bodies in a nalali. I did not go with this party. 

When they set out after the widow, we all proceeded 
towards Nugpore; and on reaching Lahnjee, a parly of 
sixty Thugs remained there, while the rest went ba 
towards Nagpore, 1 remained with the sixty at Lahnjee, 
and two days after the main body hail loft us a party of 
forty travellers came up on their way to the Ganges; 
thirty-one men, s(?ven women, and two girls. The* 
greater part of these people were from Ellichpore; the 
rest from Nagpore. Our Jemadars soon became intimato 
with the principal men of this party, pretended to bo 
going to the same parts of India, and won their confi- 
dence; and the next day we set out with them, and in 
four days reached lliittuuporc, where we met the party 
of one hundred and sixty Thugs returning after the 
murder of the widow and her party. They did not, 
however, appear to be known to us. Soon after, two 
hundred of the main body, who had gone on towards 
Nttgpore from Lahnjee, came up, having head'd of the 
forty travellers soon after they left us ; and all pretended: 
to be going the same road, without appearing to have 
any acquaintance with each other. It was, however^ ^ 
agreed that sixty, of the one hundred and sixty, should 
go onond rejoin the party who had proceeded to Nagv 
pore, llkving three hundred and sixty to dispose of this, 
piurty* 
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I'rora Ruttunpore, we proceeded willi the party of tra- 
vellers to the village of Choora, whence wo sent oa 
people to select a proper place for the i!Uird(?r. They 
chose one not far from that in which the widow and her 
party had been put to death. Dnrroo and Sheera were 
sent on to the village of Siitrunja to see that all was clear 
in front; and about a w'atch and half before daylight we 
set out with the travtdlcrs, leaving scouts behind to see 
that we were not interrupted from the rear. By the time 
we reached the appointed place the Rhurtotes and Shum- 
soeas had all on some pretext or otlicr got close by tlie 
side of the persons whom they were appointed to strangle; 
and on reaching the spot the signal was given in several 
places at the same lime, and thirty-eight ont of forty wore 
seized and strangled. The dangliter oi‘ (riinga Tewarree 
was a very liandsoine young w'omaii, and Piinclniin, one 
of our Jemadars, wished to preserve her as a wile for his 
son Ijukholoe. But when w<he saw her mother and father 
strangled, she .scr(‘amed, and beat \wv head against the 
stony ground, and tried to kill herself, runchiini tried 
in vain to <|uiet her, and promised to take great care of 
her, and nmrry her to his own son who would be a great 
chief; but ail was in vain. She continued to scream, 
and at last Runebum put the roomal round her neck 
and strangled her. The widow of Allie's brother was 
Strangled, but her daughter, a girl uhoiit three years of 
age, was preserved by Kosul Jemadar, who married her 
to his own son Hunnee Kae Brahinun, hy whom she had 
two. sons, one of whom is still living, and about ten or 
eleven years of age. Since the death of Kosul and 
Htinnee Rae sbe has lived with her husband's mother. 

We buried all the bodies in a nalah, and got property 
to the value of about seventeen thousand rupees, wliicb 
we took on with us and divided at Sutrunju. After ibis 
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affair we returned home through Rewah and Chiiterkote, 
the place where wc bad murdered the sixty persons at 
one time about two years before. The widow of Uunnee 
Rae often heard, after she grew up, of the Chaleesrooh 
affair in which her mother and uncle were strangled ; and 
she has herself told you all that she knows about it.’*^ 

Q. — What became of Pnncluim ? 

-Punchuhi died before we reached home. 

Q.— Had Punchum any sons ? 

JwaeMr.— Punchum had Chiindorbhan, wlio died on a 
Thug expedition ; Ehugliolee, hung at Cwalior by Jacob 
Sahib; Jowaiiir who died inGw^alior; Odeebban hung 
in Kandeisli, 1829— and Molloo who died in the Nur- 
singpore jail. 

t?.— -And Kosiil, what becamt* of him ? 

/Jon/Z/o.— Kosul Stihahdar died at his home: he bud 
two sons — Ajt^elu who was transported from Saugor, 
1832, and Ruwut Rae who died last year in the Sairgor 
jail. Uunnee Rae was the son of his brother, but he bad 
^opted him. 

How long had yon given up Thuggee before you 
were seized ? 

Dorffha, — Soon after the Moghalanec affair 1821. Sau- 
gor and all the countries along the Nurbudda through 
which we used to pass in going to the Duckiin were taken 
by the Company, and as wo were constantly liable to 
detained and asked a number of questions, 1 thought 1 
had better give up Thuggee, otherwise I and my children 
might some day get hung or sent to the black water. 1 
accordingly entered the service of Bebee Knox, who 

* This l^ all a true tale. The party noosisted of the following persona 
jfirom ^iichpore. The names of those who joined them oa the road I hhvd 
not Jtoen able to discover.— See Appendix H « 
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resides in the Orderly Bazar at Cawnpore, and has spine 
thirty-two villages purchased at auctions, and thirlcep 
bungalows at that station. I became one of her confi- 
dential servants, and was employed in bringing her rents 
from her Native collectors of the villages. Colonel 
Knox died, f believe at Futtehgur, about the year that 
Saiigor was taken, but I never saw h|m. I had served 
her for nearly twelve years when you sent for me, and she 
and all the people had become attached to me, and you 
know what difiiculty you had to get me away. 

Q.— And during this lime you never went on Thuggee ? 

. Dor Never. 

Q . — But your brother Kohinan went, though he was 
in the same service. 

Dorffha . — True he went, but it was very seldom that 
be could be persuaded to join tho gangs, lie went only 
after long intervals, and was never long ahseuit at a tiine« 

Q , — 1 thought Hindoos never strsiuglcd women. 
How came FniKhuin to strangle this giii ! 

Ferbujeea . — ‘Pnnehum was my motlier’s brother, and 
he never strangled her ! 

(;>._AVlio did f 

Feringeea. — I have heard that it was Bhugwan Kachce, 
a slave or disciple of bis. 

. Punna, — But is not the act of the slave the act of the 
mster ? and did not Bhugwau strangle her by Punchum's 
order J 

Feringeea. — Well, but how was Punchum punished ! 
did he not die before be could reach home ; and was not 
lii3 son Bughuia hung the November following, with 
twenty others, whom Jacob Saliib strung up at Kalapa- 
haree in Gwalior ^ and was not Bhugwan hung with him 
-r-and what a horrid death did Himmut die? lie. was 
eaten alive by the worms ! 
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Dot'gJia , — I myself saw Punchnm strangle the young 
woman, iihugwuii may have assisted; 

Q , — How did Jacu!) Sahib seize and convict this gang ? 

Dorgha , — After the Surgooja afiiiir in the month of 
October, a body fd‘ thirty or forty Thugs from iMurnae 
and Sindouse, on passing near Kalapaharee, murdered 
throe men ; and soon after one of the party flogged a boy 
wlioin he had picked up some where and adopted : the 
boy went oil' to Jacob Sahib, told of the murder, and 
pointed out tlm bodies ; and he seized Ihoin, ainl hung up 
twenty-one at four ditlerent places along the road. 

Ameer AUe ,. — 1 was with lluit party. It was some years 
after the Surgooja expedition. I tbrgtjillie name of the boy, 
but ho bolongnd to liiiksliee Jemadar, whose head is gone 
to Eiin»p<,‘. I w'as employed to go forward and back with 
messages fr(un tlio arresbMl Thugs to their families and 
friends. Lsn-ge sums were olfercd to Jacob Sahib for their 
ransom, but be would not lot them go: one day I found 
gome of them hanging upon trees, and got too much 
fj^ightened to return. 

Q.--Y on were in the Chitterkote, or as you call it, the 
Surlrooli (sixty soul) uifair. Pray tell me what you re- 
collect of it? 

After the caplnro of Gawdigur by General 
Wellesley (Duke of Wellington*) it was restored to the 
Nagpore Rajah, who appointed Ghnreeh Sing to the 
command of the Fortress. Anxions to get some good 
$oldiers IVutn Hindustan to garrison it, he sent his 
younger brother Ghyan Sing, with a number of followers, 
and a large sam of money, to raise them iu the Oude coun- 
try and the Ganges and Jumna rivers. 


GaTi^iNlilur WHS taken December, 1803. This affair must have taken 
place 1803. bee Appendix I. 
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Ghyan Sing and his part}^ passed through Nagpore, 
and came to Jubulpore in the month of June, while wc 
were there concentrated from llie difierent parts into 
which we had extended our expeditions that soason. Ilis 
party consisted of fifty-lwo men, seven women, and a 
Brahtnun boy, then ahoiil four years of age. Some of onr 
gangs lodged in the town, some in the cantonments, 
among the troops, and some were encamped at the Tank 
of Aclhar, two or three miles from the town on tlie road 
to Mirzapore. As soon as we beard of the arrival of this 
party from the Duckun, every parly of Thugs deputed 
some of its most rcspectahle inernhers to mix with them 
in the town, and win lUoir conttdence. At first they 
tried to separate them into dilVerent parties to proceed 
by (litferent roads, Imt Ihoijgh the}' had collected together 
at din'orent limes and places on the road, it was found 
impossible to separate any part of them from Glijran 
Sing; and we agreed to unite all our gangs, and to lead 
the party by the most uiiiVe<pientcd roads till we might 
find a place convenient for the murder of the whdie 
at once. 

0,D reaching Sehora we persuaded them to quit the 
high road through Bcdeliroe and Myhoro, and lake that 
through Chundcea and the old Fort of Buiuioogur, which 
leads through very extensive tracts of jungle, and unin- 
habited country. Wo went with them through all this 
country however without finding what wo considered a 
fitting time and place, and reached Rewali winning moro 
and more upon their confidence every day. From llewah 
we went to Simarcea, and from tliat place to a small 
village half way to Chiltcrkote, called by hs (he Barwala 
Gow, from a large Bur tree that stood near it. Thence 
we sent on people as usual to select a place for the mur- 
der, and they found one about two cose and half distant, 

2*0 
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in a very extensive jungle, without a human habitation 
for many miles on cilhor si<Ie. We persuaded the party to 
set out soon after midnight ; and as they went along we ma- 
naged to take our appointed places, two Thugs by every 
traveller, and the rest in parties of n'serve at dillcrent 
intervals along the line, every two managing to keep 
the person they were appointed to kill, in conversation. 
On reaching the place chosen, tlie signal was given at 
several different places, beginning with the rear party 
and passing on to th/il i]\ front ; and all wore seized and 
strangled except the !niy. It was now near morning, 
and too late to admit of the bodio;:, ing securely buri- 
ed : we made a teniporarv grave for tberii in the bed of 
the river, c<>vci’<jd them ovi'r with savnl, and wont on with 
the boy an<l tlie booty lo i’lnlh rkote, intending to send 
back a largo party the next night, and have tlio bodies 
securely buried. The rains had begiiii to sed in, and 
after the murders it raiiuni very heavily all the day. Tho 
party however wont back, but found that the river had 
risen and washed aw ay all the bodies except two or three, 
which they found exposed, and pushed into the stream 
to follow the rest.* 

Q . — What became of the boy J 

Doryliii, — lie was brought up by Mungul Brahmun, 
the brother of Laljoo, and having taken to the trade of 
Thuggee, he was last year sent to the black water 
from Saugor. 

Q . — Wbat became of Mungul and Laljoo ? 

Dorffliu, — They both died in a village in Bbopaul 
where they had settled. 

ip.— rChotee— You were with the party arrested by 
Major Henley in March 1832, I believe ? 

* Tills is a very correct statemcDt of ike rose— See Appendix I. 
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Chfitee. — ^Yes: we had killed five Sipahees a little on 
this side of Ashta, and havini^ put iliem into a tempo- 
rary i^rave, we went on, Icavinj^ nine men to bury them 
securely the next night. They were seized, and a party 
was sent after us. We were all taken — a party of sixty- 
three, and brought to Seiiore wliere we wore detained 
some days, and then sent to Mr. Maddock at Saiigor. 
Ho sent ns to Mr. IlolMnaon at Cawnpore, whore wc 
were all released immediutedy.* 

Q . — Were the boilie.s discovered ? 

Clujtec , — f believe so, but it was not for that affair 
that wo were arrested. Beclioo and his parly had killed 
tlnoo inonllis before a .lernadar of JInrearas, whom the 
Nowab of Bhnpaiil bad sent to escort bis gang from 
the city of Biiopaul to Henley’s cain[), ^.riiey 

strangled biin on t!ie road, and nnnie ojf. Vv'(; could tell 
Major Henley nothing* about this allUir, and lie sent us 
out of the country. 

Q. — Thaknr l^,'^sa’ld was with that gang 1 bedieve 'J 
ThaJxtir P<*rsau(~ Yes, I >vas in that gang* wdtii 
jBe i'lioo. We were a party of about forly Thugs, and in the 
city of Bhopal we were taken up by the Nowab’s people 
on suspicion and sent to Major Henley the Agent, who 
lived three stages oil’ at Sehore. He was at the lime out on 
his circuit. One Jemadar of Hurcaras was sent with us, 
and at a place about a cose and half from the village of 
Kuttora he was strangled by Hindoo Aheer Jemadar, who 
was hung at Indore 1821), and his body was thrown into a 
nalalf w'here it lay conccahjd in the long grass. Wc went 
on to Soliiid, about eighteen COSO from Ojeyn, where we 
murdered four people, and got a booty that gave to each 
man a quarter of a seer of gold— it was (iftcum years ago. 


* See Appeadix L. 
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Q..— -Were yon not of the party arrested by Captain 
Waugh at Kotali in the beginning of 1822 ? 

Hurnaf/ar, — Yes, we had killed two SiirafTs at Patun, 
and were forty-four of us arrested in the beginning of 
that year, a day or two after Feringeea’s gang had been 
released with their faces smutted over. Our affair of the 
Suraffs had not been discovered, and wc were arrested 
on the supposition that we were part of liis gang who had 
been concerned in the murder of the cloth merchants at 
Kunwas. We were made to work on tlie roads about 
Alajor Caulfield’s bouse at Kotali for four years and half, 
when he ordered us to be released. There were two 
Koeleea Thugs confined with us at the same time— Imma 
Khan and Soobratee.* 

Q. — What has become of all these forty-four men ? 

Htirttaijur , — There arc only seven surviving and s till 
at large. Some have died, some been bung, some sent to 
the black water, and some are hero in prison. Bhimmoe 
Jemadar has told Mr. McLeod all about them. Ho has 
put all their names in a book.'l 

lOfA Juhjt 1835 ,' — Present Ferinf/eea Bnilunun — and 
Mudar Bitksh, Vorijlia, Kaem Klian^ Musalmans. 

Q,.— Where (lid you fall in with the Moghulanee ? 

Feringeea , — My gang consisted of about fifty persons, 
and returning from Joudpore to CUouroo we fell in 
with the Moghulanee. It was the year before Asbraf 
Khan Subahdar Major and his party were inurdered.i- 
We came on to Madhoorajpore, wliere we fell in Vitli 
the brother of a Kaplan in the Kuroulee Rajah’s ser- 
vice, bringing from the Pokkar fair a fine young horse 
for the Rajab. We set out before daylight with him and 


* See Appeudix K. 

t'Ashraf JikhaQ was murdered 1822, February— Appendix N. 
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his party, put them to death and buried their bodies 
about a cosc distant, and came on nine cose to Cliarsoo. 
Q. — And what became of the youii**- woman s 
Feriuf/em , — We left her beliind as we had no designs 
upon her; but she followed, and lod;;*od in the Snrae 
while wo encamped on the hank of llie Tank. The next 
day we came to Donliitpore, where we lodj^cMl with some 
of our Sooseea Thug* friends, and the Mogliiilanoo still 
fallowed, and lodged ill the Bazar. Six of our Sooseea 
friends joined us here, and came on willi iis to Lalsunt. 
I had tried to shako ofl‘ the JMoghulancc, but soon after 
our arrival she came up. 

Q . — ^^Where did you fall in with the Musiilnian party ' 
Ferinf/eea . — At LoIsont. Baz Khan, Zaliin, Bhiminee, 
Porglia and their gangs, amounting to oue hundred and 
twenty-live Thugs, came up from Anieergrir. 

Q.-— What had you been doing at Aiiieergur? 

Dortfhiu — Wo were a large gang on our way from 
Ajmere to .Neeinuch, and having killed a good many 
people on the way, wo reached Anieergiir with a Musiil- 
man traveller, who had joined us during the last stage. 
Two shop-keepers came up from the Mow cantonments 
and lodged in our camp, and about nine o clook at night 
they were all three strangled, and their bodies were 
wrapped up like bundles of cloth and taken by five 
Luyhas to the Jheel, to the south west corner of the Fort. 
We were encamped on the west side. It was a moon- 
light uiglit in March, and some people on the bastion saw 
them, and came down to see what they were about. Two 
out of the five men ran into our camp, and three fled in 
the opposite direction. The four men from the Fort, 
without examining the bundles, followed the two men 
into our camp, and demanded the thieves. They were 
four Meena police luoii, and they declared that they had 
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seen five men making: with biintlles of clothes, and as 

(hey ran into onr camp they insisted upon our giving' 
them op. 1 addressed those about me in lluniasee and 
proposed to strangle the whole four. Pnnna approver, 
and-Molioo, lately transported, seconded me, and our 
roomals were ready, when the Jemadars said that it could 
be of no use, as others must have seen the Lvghas at 
the same time, and we should hav<^ them down upon us 
before we could dispose of the bodies. I then told the 
Meenas that 1 could not believe llieiii unless they showed 
me the bundles. They ofibred to do so, and we proceeded 
on half way to the spot, which gave the gangs time to get 
ready to he oil’, when I pretended that I was afraid to go 
with them alone, and would go back for my sword, and a 
friend or two. They went on to tln^ bundles, and I re- 
turned to our camp. Wc all niaile oil* by dillbrcnt roads 
having agreed to rc-uiiite at Cliouroo, and travelled all 
night and all the next day ; as wo mot a llegiment of 
Cavalry soon after leaving camp, on llieir way from 
Ajmere to either Necmiuch or Slow. \Vc were all re- 
united at Choiiroo five or six days after, and tln rc we 
rested and divided llio booty. Molloo pretended that he 
had thrown away in his flight all the valuables that he got 
from the two shop-keepers ; but we suspected Jiim. The 
booty acquired from eight men murdered by our different 
parties in their flight was here divided with what we got 
from the Musulman at Araeergur. 

Q, — But where did you fall in with Feringeea and- the 
Mogluilanee ? 

Dorgha . — We fell in with them at Lalsont and came 
o» with them to Sotnp. 

Who were with her ? 

She had an old female servant, mounted 
upon a puny^ one armed man servant, and six bearers for 
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lier palankeen. From Somp we sent, on men to select a 
place for the murder, and set out with her before daylight; 
but the Belha, in the dark, lost the road, and we were try- 
ing to find it when the young woman becuino alarmed, 
and begun to reproach us for taking her into the jungle in 
the dark. We told Feringeea to come up and <juiet her, 
but dreading that some of her party might make olf, the 
.signal was given, and they were all strangled. 

What did you get iVom them ? 

Dorrfha . — Si v hundred rupees worth of property. 

Q.—\m\ was tins enough to tempt so largo a gang to 
murder a beautiful young woman ? 

Dorffhiu — AVo were very averse to it, and often said 
that wo should not gel two rnpoes a piece, and that sho 
ouglit to be let go ; but Feringeea insisted upon our 
iaklug her. 

Q, — How did you advise the murder of a young 
woman like this i 

Veri.itjeea . — It was her fate to die by our hands. I 
had .several limes tried to shake them off before we met 
the Musiilmans, and when we came to Lalsont 1 told 
her that she must go on as I had joined some old friends, 
and should be delayed. She then fold me that I must 
go to her home Avith her near Agra, or she would get 
me into trouble ; and being a Brabmun while sho was a 
Musulnian, I was afraid that I should be accused of 
improper intercourse, and turned out of cast. 

Qi . — But you might have gone another road ? 

Dorgka . — Ife could not, as he had before told her that 
he was going to her village of Ateer near Agra ; and had 
he left her, she might have suspected us and got us all 
seized a.s bad characters. Khoda Buksh wa.s placed by 
her as Solha, and she told him that the young Siibahdar, 
meaning Feringeea, should go to her home with her. 

Q. — Why did she call him'Subahdar I 
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Dorgha>—We all called him Snfaahdar at that time, 
because his cousin, A man, was vne oi’our Subahdars ; 
and because he was a handsome young man, and looked 
like a man of rank, which was useful to ns. 

Q.. — Had any thing improper taken place between him 
and the young woman ! 

Donjlitu — Certainly not, or we could never have killed 
her; but he had a good deal of conversation with her, 
and she had taken a great fancy to him. She was very 
fair and beautiful, and we should never have killed her 
hud he not urged us to do so. Khoda Duksh who died 
lately in the Sangor jail, and whoso brother itostnin is 
with Mr. Wilson, told us that wo must either kill her or 
Jet Feringeea go on with her. ife would not consent to 
this, and we agreed to kill her. 

Q. — Who strangled her ? 

Dorgha . — Madar Uuksb, while Khoda Euksh held her 
down, and Feringeea assisted in pulling her from her 
palankeen. 

Feringeea . — Dorglia knows this to be false and that I 
was not in sight at the time. 

Dorglia . — I know w'C called you to pacify In^r when 
she got alarmed, and I think 1 saw you assisting. 

<J).~Did you strangle the young Avoinan ! 

Madar Buksh . — I did. 

Q. — Did Feringeea assist i 

Madar Baksh. — No. 

Q.— -You were then a young man, and she was a beau- 
tiful young woman ; had you no pity i 

Madar Buksh.—l had, hut ,1 had undertaken the duty, 
must all have food. I had never known any other 
means of gaining it. 

all feel pity sometimes, but the goor 
of tho /I'oponoe changes our nature. It would change the 
liature of a liorsOfr Let any man once taste of that goor, 
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and he will be a Thug though he know all the trades 
and have all the wealth in the world. 1 never wanted 
food ; my mother's family was opulent, her relations high 
in oflice. 1 have been high in olTico myself, and became 
so great a favorito wherever I went that I was sure of 
promotion: yet I was always miserable while absent from 
my gang, and obliged to return to Thuggee. My father 
made me taste of that fatal goor when I was yet a mere 
boy ; and if I were to live a thousand years I should 
never be able to follow any other trade. 

Q. — Did you hear any thing about the bodies and the 
men from the Fort of Amcergiir { 

Doryha , — Wo heard afterwards from travellers that 
they were taken to Neemuch, and charged themselves 
with the miirdcr and punishcML 

Q. — And you went after this into service at Cawnporo ? 

Dorglia. Yes — I look lands at rent in the village of 
the Bebee and entered her service. 

(J>.— Who was this Moghiihince whom you killed? 

Ferhiffeea , — She had belonged to the family of Akoo 
Meeaii, the brother of Nowah Ameer Khan, but having 
eloped she went to the Neemuch cantonments, whence 
she was now on her way to tlio village of Aleer near 
Agra. 

Q. — You, Kacm Khan, were with Ilustum and Klioda 
Buksli in the Dliosa alVair. Relate what yon recollect of it ? 

Kaem Khan.---^\Vc were on our way from Aladhooraj- 
pore to Gwalior— a gang of about forty Thugs in the 
month of March, ten years .ago — when we fell in with 
Bunseelal, the son of Blinjunlal, the Cotwal of Sopur, 
Ho was a lad of about seventeen years of age, and had 
with him two Brabmuns, one Rajpoot Sepahee and a 
servant of the Jat cast, and was going to Rewaree to 
fetch his bride. One of the Brahmuus had conte from 

2 D 
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Kewaree to accompany him. They came and took up 
their quarters in the same Surae with us, and we pre- 
tended to be goin^r the same road. The next morning wC: 
went on with them to liolsont, where we again lodged 
together in the Surae of Kosul Bhuteoara. The following 
day we went on to Ramgur with them, and thcncc Bhikka 
Jemadar went on to select a place for the murder, but 
he came back without finding one that pleased him, and 
the day after we went on together to Dliosa. We had 
now become very intimate with the boy and his party, 
who told us all their secrets. Tlic boy lodged in the shop 
of a Buneea who had been long in league with us, while 
we lodged in the Surae at Dhosa, and in the afternoon 
Bhikka went on again to select a bclo. lie chose one in 
the bed of a Nalali a cose and half distant, and the five 
stranglers having been appointed, wc set out willi the boy 
and his party long before daylight the next morning. On 
reaching the place appointed they were persuaded to sit 
down and rest themselves. The boy sat with one of the 
Brabmuns upon a carpet that we had spread for him, and 
the other three attendants sat down upon the sand at a 
little distance from them. A Shumsaaa took his scat by 
tho side of each of the five, and the liliurtotes stood each 
behind his intended victim. The signal was given by 
Rostnm Khan, and all five were immediately strangled, 
the boy himself by Bhikka «Teniadar, who is still at larg^, 
while his hands were held by bis brother Cliunda. The 
bodies were buried in the bed of the Nalah. While they 
were strangling them, the fine mare on which the youth 
rode ran oft‘, and while we were engaged in recovering her, 
Ghtinda made olT with a purse of Gold Mohurs, which he 
found in the boy’s waist band. 

Q.-— Did you not return to Dhoosa soon after and heard 
the boys friends searching for him i 
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Kaem Khan.— Yes \ we came back to Dhoosa some 
time after and heard from our friends the shop-keepers^ 
that the bodies had been du^' up by Jackals, and that the 
friends of the murdered youth were then at Uboosa 
enquiring about him. Going* to the Surae wc found the 
uncle of the youth sitting* on a Chubootra in front of the 
door, weeping and lamenting the loss of his nephew. 

Q. — Did not the father die of grief soon after J 
Kaem Khan, — Ves. lie could never be persuaded to 
eat any thing after he learnt the fate of his only son, and 
soon died. This we afterwards learned from the people of 
Sooper who still recollect the circumstance of the loss of 
the son and death of the old Cotwal.* 

Present Thuknree^ Ferhigeea^ Dorgha, huienty 
Lalmtin, Khariulee, Nutuluru 

Q , — You were 1 believe, Thukoree, among the Thugs 
arrested after the murder oi‘ Lieut. Monsell in the end of 
1812 ? 

Thukoree Aheer. — I was and we W'crc kept in prison 
thirteen mouths and horribly uialtreatod. 
a — ^AVhat made them maltreat you i 
Thukoree.— To get money from us. 

Q.— Then those who paid were of course well treated 
and released I 

T'hukoree.—liioi so; those who could not pay were 
beaten in the hopes that their friends would in time pay ; 
and those who paid, were beaten in the hopes that their 
friends w'ould be made in time to pay more, 

Q.— I understand that some forty Thugs died from the 
beating, and confinement i 


* Soc Appeudix M.— All that U here stated is strictly true* 
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Thukorae* — No ; not from the beatings forty or more 
died, but they were all killed by a great Demon that 
every night visited our prison and killed or tortured 
some one. 

il//.~Tes ; that Demon is well remembered to this day, 
wc have all heard him a hundred limes described by the 
survivors. 

Thukoree* — 1 saw him only once myseU'. I was awake 
while all the rest were asleep ; he came in at the iloor, and 
seemed to swell as he came in till his head touched the 
roof, and the roof was very high, and his bulk became 
enormous. I prostrated mysoii*, and told him that ** be 
“ was our Purniesur, (Great God) and we poor helpless 

mortals depending entirely upon his will.” This pleased 
him, ami he passed by me; hut took such a grasp at the 
man Mungulee, who slept by iny side, that ho was seized 
with spasms ail over from the nape of the neck to the sole 
of his foot. 

(i. — Was this the way they all died I 

T/iukorce. — Ves; this was his mode of annoying them, 
and but few survived. They all died like Mungulce. They 
bad rheumatic pains and spasms all over, and the prison 
was for a long time visited liy him every night. 

Q.— Was it in the cold and rainy season I 

7Vtukoreti,’-^We were in more than a whole year, but 
this spirit came most often in the cold and rainy weather. 

Q . — Who seized you ? 

T/mkone , — We were seized by Komere and Puhar^ 
KucJtwa/ias, and Duveear the llaLhore^ Zumeendars. 

Feringeea, — Yes ; and not a soul of their families are 
to pour the libation at iheir funeral obsequies ! 

Yes; they were severely punished after- 
wards for giving us so much annoyance* 
whom I 
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By Davey. 

Q. — How many wore you ? 

Thukoree.^We were one liundred and thirty-lbree 
seized, at the requisition of the Mynporee Magistrate, 
who might have had tin? whole if he liked, but be wanted 
only four, and ibur were sent to him; but the only evi- 
dence against them was A man, the father of Birjee, who 
died here in jail after the Liicknudown murders, and he 
became so much frightened that he let the cup of Ganges 
water fall out of his hands before the Magistrate, who 
did not in consequence believe him ; and they were all 
four released, though they were all present at the murder 
of Lieutenant Monsoll. One was Ruttee Ram, who was 
hung at Indore 1821), and lor whom you paid a thousand 
rupees; Bukut hung at Sangor 1832; Deona, the father 
of Munohur, approver, and lliirriani a Zuiueendar of 
Muniac. 129 were kept in continement, and for each of 
these men 121) rupees were taken* They got above six- 
teen thousand rupees. Fourteen thousand of them weie 
paid to the Subali of Nodha Rae Sing, JIavildar. The 
very day that the money was paid into his Treasury, his 
son and a fine horse of his died, and he was himself taken 
ill. He was summoned to Gw'aliur, and when he olfered 
the money to Doulut Rae Scindbeoa, the Bala Bae, the 
daughter of Madhajee IScindheea, whom ho used to consult 
on all public affairs, told him that her father owed bis death 
to the execution of some of these strange people at 
MiUhura; and that he had better not meddle with the 
money that Rae Sing had so foolishly extorted from them ; 
that it was money acquired by murder, and that those 
who got it seemed to be under some supernatural infiti- 
once* Doulut Rae told Rae Sing to giveaway all the 
money in charity, and release the survivors. He did so, 
but it was too late— >liis sickness and misery continued 
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add he died. Donlut Rae was the adopted son of 
Madliajce Scindheca; Bala Bae was his real daughter, 
and a very wise and good women. 

Q. — What made you all go to Nodha? 

T/iukoree, — Mr. Halhed attacked our villages, and 
after Lieutenant Monsell had boon killed, we did not 
think ourselves any longer safe. Ainan Sing, called the 
Raw Sahib, was the chief of Nodha, and he would have 
protected us, as there had been a compact between us 
and his family ; but he had been removed, and Rae Sing 
sent us the A mil. 

ft. — What were the villages you occupied in Sindouse, 
and Murnae ':! 

Thukoree ^ — We occupied sixteen out ol’ the lifty-two 
villages of Sursaedhar, and the sixteen villages of Sin- 
dousc, most of which we formed and peopled. All these 
villages are situated in the Delta of the Sinde and the 
Koharee rivers, near wehre they join and flow together 
into the Jumna.^' 

Q.i — Whence did you come to occupy these villages ? 

Thukorett . — The Bursotes and some other of the ori- 
ginal Mahonimadan clans, after trying to establish them- 
selves at Agra, came to Akoopore in the Dooab, and 
were protected in their vocations for forty years by the 
Gour Rajab ; but be demanding too great a share of the 
booty, they left his country, and came to llimmutpore on 
the bank of Jumna, and took up their abode under the 
protection of the Sengur Raja Juggummun Sa, from whom 
the fort and town of Juggummunporc derive their uame.f 


* See App^Mclix O. 

t From Juggummun Sa there have been, it is said, Fcm or Pertab Sa 
hia SOD, Sonicre Sa, son of Pern Sa, Jlutun Sa, sun of Somcre Sa, 
Rukut, son of Rutun, and Muhepat Sa, son of Rukut— the present Ra- 
jah, who holds his estate under the H^jah of Jhalone* 
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He became in time too exorbitant in las demands 
for a share of the booty, and family after family left 
bis territory, and established themselves in the Piir- 
heear, on Sindouse purgnna — some occupying old, and 
some forming new villages, and in time they con- 
stituted the entire population of the greater part, culti- 
vating all the lands themselves, and extending their 
expeditions annually into distant countries. At all those 
dilfcrcnt seats the old clans made new converts from all 
casts of Hindoos, Krahmuus, llajpoots, Cowherds, 
Shepherds, and others. 

Ferimfeexi . — My ancestors were not among the people 
who came this way to Sindouse. The Fort of Sursae 
was held by Rajahs of the Meoo cast, whence the term 
Mewatee. The Brahmuns of the village of Tehngoor serv- 
ed thojiias household priests ; and when one of these Meoo 
Rajahs went to wait upon the Emperor at Delhi, some 
of theso Brahmuns accompanied him, and there they 
were initiated in the mysteries of Thuggee ; and on iheir 
return they introduced it among their friends at Murnae 
and other places in the Sursae or Omiirce purguna. 
Our great progenitors Seeam and Asa went to Murnae 
to seek employment about seven generations ago, and 
were there married into the Telingooreea families, and 
became initiated in the mysteries of Thuggee, and from 
that time it has descended without interruption in the 
family. Every male us he became of age, became a Thug. 

Q . — Is this true Kharndce. 

Kharndee and Nundnn , — This has been believed ever 
since we can remember, and the Kusbatee and Porasnr 
Brahmuns in the same way married into Telingooreea 
and Kunouj families, and became Thugs like themselves. 

Thukoree . — The Tehogooreeas and Kimoiij Brah- 
mans did not certainly come with the emigrants from 
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Agra* They were ia Sursao long before^ but bow they 
got there I kaow not. 

JFeriwjreea.— There was a Rajah of Kuchwaha who has 
since became a god. Uis image is still worshipped in our 
village of Murnae. lie was the Rajah of Lahae, and hud 
three sons Ruftiin Sing, Aiioord Sing, and Mehngoo. 
Mehtigoo came to Roragow, one of the fifty-two villages of 
Snrsae, and having invited ail the Meoo chiefs to a feast 
be got them all put to death, and established himself as 
Rajah, and from that time it became a Kuchwaha Rajpoot 
Riaj. The Tehngoor Brahmans served them as they had 
served the Meoo Rajahs as household priests. Rutnii 
Sing reigned over Lalae Mehngoo, over Sursae, and the 
third brother over Amaen. 

f,).— How came the tax of 24 rupees 8 anas to be first 
imposed upon you ! 

T/i 2 iJtoree,~Tbugs had always been obliged to make 
occasional presents to the chiefs and beads of villages 
under whose protection they resided, but tlierc was never 
any fixed rate of payment. The handsomest horse, sword 
or ornament, that they got in an expedition was com- 
monly reserved for the most powerful patron of the order* 
At last two of the ancestors of Feriogeea, llirroulee 
and Rae Sing, in an expedition to the south across the 
Nurbudda river got a booty worth some hundred and 
forty thousand rupees. Rae Sing had secreted one of 
the diamonds which weighed a rupee, and in the division 
of the spoil on their return home a quarrel ensued. In 
his rage Rac Sing said to Hirroulee, that a man who 
** could nut keep his mother from the embraces of a 
*^i4imner of hides might be contented with what others 
^^.ohose to give him.” Hirrouloe liad no arms on, but 
oalling upon his friend Telokee Rajpoot for vengeance, 
be stabbed Rae Sing in the belly with his spear* His 
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bowels bnrst out, but we got a silver plate applied to the 
wound and Rae Sing recovered ; but was for a long time 
obliged to wear the silver plate. Rae Sing went to the 
Rana of Gohud, from whom begot the farm of the customs 
for one hundred and thirty thousand rupees a year, and the 
farm of the purguna of Omree or Sursae at sixty thou- 
sand. lie induced the chief of Guliud to invade Sindouse, 
wbicli was burned to the ground, and from that time the 
Thug families were made to pay ejery three years a tax of 
twenty-five rupees each. Rae Sing sold the large diamond 
afterwards for sixty-five thousand rupees ; and the rest 
of the biKjty was estimated at sixty-seven thousand. 

l.tiiTouieo went oil* to the Rajah of Rampora Kuleean 
Sing, and gave him a present of four thousand rupees to 
espouse his quarrel. He got in return the village of Konr- 
cha, granted in rent-free tenure, and built there a fine well 
that still goes by his name. 

Q . — Atul had llirrouloe’s mother gone ofi* with the 
Cbumar ? 

Ferin(/('ea, -Xt is too true; she went ofi' with the 
Chuniar, and that crime has accelerated the ruin of our 
family. 

Q. — When were the Sonars murdered at Alurnao t 

Dorgha, — When Rae Sing and Hirroulee brought 
home the great booty, they sent Dorglia and another 
Sonar as usual to fetch merchants from Oude to buy it. 
They came with two merchants and bought a good deal, 
but Hirroulee*s wife wanted to see how we killed people 
as she had heard a good deal about it, and they were all 
four strangled for her entertainment 1 have heard. 

Not so; I was present on that occasion; 
Hirroulee had been dead some time, when the Sonars and 
two merchants came to buy some of her jewels, which 
Hirroulee had secreted. They said they had ready money 

2 E 
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in order to tempt her to sell them cheap, and the widow 
persuaded some of her friends to kill them. They were 
strangled and buried, but instead of seven thousand 
rupees, which the widow expected, we got only seven 
hundred. The families of the Sonars made a great noise 
when they could not he found. Kuleeau Sing Rajah, of 
■Rampoora, came, and found the bodies, plundered the 
widow and turned her out naked, and levied a fine from 
aU, saying that now w^ had began to murder at home as 
well as abroad, we were no longer deserving of favor. 

Iriaent . — 1 saw the widow afterwards begging ber way 
through Sangor, and she died of starvation at Sehwas in 
Bliopaiil. 

Thnkoree . — When Siirsae and Sindonse came under 
Gwalior, the Gwalior amil coiitiiin(?d to levy the tax upon 
the Thugs through Laljoo Clioudhurec the Znmoendar. 
He divided them all into families, and each family was 
rated at 24 rupees S annas every throe years, upon which 
he as collector, got u percentage. Rutin his accounts 
rendered to the aniil he inserted, as one family under tho 
osti«nsiblo head, many brunches wdio had separated and 
from whom he levied the lax separately, lie therefore 
collected a great deal more than ho accounted for. Laljoo 
after the murder ol Lieut. Monsell, wasMmprisoned in the 
])alNE»ilIy jail, and was succeeded in the Zumeendaree of 
Sindouse by his son Smitokerae. The purguna of Siiulouso 
came under the Company's Government, but that of Sur-* 
sea continued under Gwalior.* 

Sheikh Jnaeni , — After the attack of Mr. Halhed we 
thought that part of the country very anssafe, and a great 
many came off to Bundelcund, and the Ithopaul and 
JMurbudda districts. 


• See Appendix O. 
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Preneat Inaent, Dihba, Mihrhani Bheehun Khan 
and others, 

ft. — Tell me all you recollect about the expedition in 
which you were seized, Tiiaeiit i 

Sheikh Inaent , — Alter the Dnsehra of 1829 several 
gan»^s united from diflercnt points at the village of Kohpa, 
between Jnbulpore and Jlaiula, about forty from the dis- 
tricts of Futtelig'iir and Cawiipore under Rambuksli, 
Mihrhan and others, twelve under Rliolci lluueea from 
Jbalone, and twenlv-live under myself from Jliausec. 
We intended to operate that season upon the great road 
from Mirzapore to Jubiilpore, and strike olf to that 
between Saiigor and Calpee when necessary. We came 
on to Shalinagnr, and there leaving the main body I carao 
on with llamhnksh, lihola, and liftcen other Thugs to the 
village of Pureynu to search for /^ «;?//, Here we met 
two shop-keepers, two hlarksiriitlis and a Musiilniaii 
trooper, on their way IVom the Diickuii to the Donah ; 
and having >v(m their confidence in the usual manner wc 
sent them on to our friends wdlh four of our parly, and a 
message to say that they would find llieni Avorlb taking* ; 
at night we rejoined the main body and found Dibba 
Jemadar entertaining the travellers. AVe set out the next 
morning intending to put them to death on the road to 
Biseynee, btit we found so many parlies of Briiijaras 
encamped and moving along* (hat road that wc could not 
maiiago it. The next morning we went on with them 
from Biseynee, and at a nalah in the jungle three cose 
distaut w^e killed them at about eight o'clock in the 
iporhing. The bodies were buried under some stones 
where your people afterwards found them. We returned 
through Biseynee to Siialinagur, and thence came in upon 
the great road to Mirzapore at the village of Sewagungc. 
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Iti the evening fear travellers came, up on their way from 
Jubnlpore to Banda, and were persuaded to pass the 
night with us on the bank of the tank. We were pre- 
paring to go on with them after the third watch with the 
intention of killing them on the road, when we heard the 
Duheea (the call or cry of the hare) a dreadful omen, and 
we let them go on unmolested. 

Soon after four Sipaliees of the 73d Regiment, came up 
and sat down at the lire to warm tliemselves. The 
Kegiinent was on its march from Jubul pore to Banda, and 
the four Sipaliees were a little in advance of it. After 
some conversation they went on, and we prepared to set 
out, having thrown into the lire some clothes and a eburee 
(a painted stick as a budge of ottice) belonging to the 
trooper whom we bad murdered. While we were pre- 
paring, the two men whom you had sent on with the 
regiment, Uhuu Sing and Doulut, came up and sat down 
to warm themselves.* We overheard Doulut say to 
Ohun Sing ** this stick and those clothes must have 
belonged to murdered men, and these must he some of our 
old friends, and a large party of them/’ and both seemed 
to be alarmed at their situation as they were then alone. 
1 made a point of being the last olf, and my brother 
Sheikh Chund, who was lately hung, had already mounted 
his horse, and 1 had my foot in the stirrup when they saw 
part of the advanced guard and , immediately made a rush 
at our bridles. We drew our swords but it was too late. 
Chand Khan jumped olf his horse and made off, both fell 
upon me, and 1 was secured. Had Doulut and Dhun 

Phun Siiij; and Doulut were two approvers whom I j^t from IVTr. 
Maddock at St'hore in 1828, and sent ofl* with Lieut. James Sleemafi; 
of the 73d, on his march from Jubutpore to Banda with his Kegiment, in 
the hope of meeting with these gangs on the gi^at roads to Mirssapore. 
iwas then in the civil charge of the District of Jubulpore.— W, H. S. 
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Sing called out Thugs, the guard might' have secured a 
great part of the gang, but they appealed to be panic 
struck, and unable to speak. By this time the Regiment 
came up, and finding sonic of the remains of the trooper’s 
clothes on the fire, the European officers found it difficult 
to prevent the Sipahees from bayonetting me on the spot, 
I pul on a bold face, and told them that they ought all to 
be asliaiued of tiiemseivos in allow a native gentleman to 
be thus insulted ami maltroatod on the high road, and that 
nothing but the dread of the same ruffianly treatment had 
made my friends run off and leave mo. I had three 
brothers in that gang ; they were all afterwards taken; 
two have been hung and the third is here. 

' Q , — What did you do after Sheikh Inaont had been 
taken ! 

Bhe,ekvn Khan . — We Miisnlniaus of his gang took the 
road to liiseynee through Beleliree ; the Dooab men went 
oiron the road to Mirziipore, and Uhola and bis party went 
to their homes. While we were resting at a village two 
COSO on the other side of Beleheree, in this district, two 
carriers of Ganges water, two tailors and a woman carno 
up on their way to Banda, and having rested and taken 
some refreshments with us, they went on in our company 
to Shahnagur, where we passed the night, arid the next 
day we went on together to Biseynee, where we fell in 
with two other travellers on their way to Banda. These 
two men we found so poor that we tried to get rid of them, 
as they, might be some obstacle to our designs upon the 
five, and could yield us nuthing. Wo tried to get o(r 
without waking them, but in vain ; they got up and we 
tried to persuade them lliat it was two soon for them to 
>Betoat, but in vain. We then sent four of our party with 
prders to lake tlienv along the high road while we struck 
off on the bye path by which we usually took our victims 
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on that road. They soon after got alarmedrand insisted 
upon being taken to the main body which they had seen 
strike off to the right. Tho four Thugs were obliged to 
consent, and they soon overtook us. It was now deter- 
mined that they also should die, and six of our party were 
desired to attend them and move on a little faster than the 
main body^ to tbe iialah in tbe jungle, where wc usually 
killed people. We slackened oiir pace, and as soon as 
the six men reached the nalah they put the two men to 
death, and concealed their bodies till we came up, when 
tbe other five persons were strangled ; and the bodies of 
all seven were buried under the stones near the place 
where we had buried tho five men whom we killed in our 
advance, and where we the next year killed tbe five 
Byragocs and tbe Sipahee. All these eighteen bodies I 
pointed out to Ghundee-deen, SnbalKlar of the 4th llegi- 
mebt, whom yon sent with me from Saugor in 
From the two poor men we got only one rupee ; but from 
the others we got two hundred ; and in the division 
Chand Khan and Dulelo, who have been bung at Saugor, 
took the share of their brother Seikh Inaenl wdio had been 
arrested by tbe 73d Uogiment. 

Q., — Is this true ? 

ISheikh Inaent . — I believe so; they gave my-sliareto my 
wife, 

Q, — And what did you Dooab Thugs do in your flight J 

Dihba , — ^We did not rest till we bad got thirty miles in 
advance of the Regiment on the Mirzapure road, We 
then halte<l and spent the night at a small village, and were 
goibg on again the next morning when we fell in with 
four Gosaens, a Brahmun and a Rajpoot, on their wajf 
from Hydrabad to Mirzapore. They went on with us to 

* These bodies were all tukeo up by the party uuder the Subahdar. 
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Omurpatun ih llewa» whence we set out with them before 
daylight, and on reaching the place that had been chosen 
the evening before they were all six strangled. It was 
about an hour before daylight. After we had examined 
the booty and made the grave, we went to take up the 
bodies, but one of the six got up and tried to riiu away. 
He had got olf about a bundred yards when be was over- 
taken and strangled again. 

Q . — Did be not call out ? 

Mlherhan . — Yes ; but be had been so much hurt in the 
neck the first lime that he could not be heard at any 
distance; and we had no sooner brought his body back 
and put it down among the others, than we heard the 
servants of Captain Nicolson coming iip.‘^' The Captain 
was coming from Mirzapore, and was to encamp that day 
at Oniurpatum. A s soon as we heard his servants coming 
up we all made olf, leaving the bodies iin buried ; a. white 
pony belonging to lisureo Jemadar got loose and ran 
towards the servants, who called out to know whose it 
wasr; and thinking tliey must come up before we could 
dispose of the bodies wo made off and left the pony 
behind ns. Whether they discovered the bodies or not 
I do not kuow ; but the people of the town must have 
seen them.' 

Q , — Had the man been able to raise his voice, the ser- 
vants must, you think, have beard him ? 

JIfiAerftan.— -Certainly. They were within hearing at 
the time. 

Q. — Who strangled the man who attempted to run olf ? 

Miherhan , — Dibba and two of his men went after him, 
and strangled him. 

* Captain an^l Mra. Nicolson came that inornia^ to Ouiurpatunr, on 
their way from Mirzapore to Jubulpore. Vide hia letter to my address 
of the lOlh Dec. 1 S 29 — Appendix J. 
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; iJtiSrt.— That is not true, PersaaJ, who is now with 
Mr. Wilson, and Dojja, who is still at large, cut him 
down with their swords. We did not strangle him. 

Q . — Did not part of yonr gangs after the arrest of 
Sheikh Inaent proceed and join that of Feringeea between 
Saugor and Bbopaul I 

Zolfukar . — When I naent was seized I was with a gang 
of twenty-four Thugs at Shahnngiir coming up with the 
others. Mahumud Buksli was with another of seven at 
Bilicynee. fihola Buneoa in his flight came up and told us 
of Inaent’s arrest. We went as fast as we could through 
Saugor towards Bhopaiil, and at Sehora we fell in witli 
Feringeea coming from Bliopaiil with a gang of forty 
Thugs. He returned with us and wo proceeded to 
Bhopaul without killing any person. From Bliopuul we 
retraced our steps towards Saugor, and at Omuroe fell in 
Farsee and his servant and two Bunocas whom 
we killed. Bat before we killed thorn we had fallen in 
with a gang of eigliU5on Lodhies from the Uooab, and 
having shared in the booty, they left us to operate upjon 
the Serongo roads. We iiad also fallen in with Noor 
Khan Jemadar and his gang of seven men, and they also 
shared in the booty of the Farsee. 

After the Lodhies loft us, wo came on to Bhilsa where 
we fell ill with the three men and two women, whom ww 
killed near Manora, Raindeen Sipalieo of Bhopaul and 
bis mother on their way home to Banda, a bearer, his 
wife and brother. Coming on to Baghrode we fe}l in with 
two men who told us that three of their companions bad 
boen plundered by robbers, aud were behind. We came on 
to Bahadur pure with them, and killed them between that 
place and the village of Mirzapore. We had left peopIe^ 
to detain the three who were coming up as we thought 
they could have uothiug left aftex the robbery, Tbey^ 
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a^ked after their two companions, and we told them that 
they were pushing on as fust as they could for Saugor. 

We now struck ofl* upon the Hosbuugabad road, and 
at Belehru met Aiuhamud Buksh’s gang of seven Thugs, 
and went on to Raneepore, whore we killtMl Iavo men, and 
another at K urhoya Khera. Here lo oar great surprise 
and consternation, niy mare droi)ped a foal, and we all 
came under the Eotuk, all contaminated alike ; we separat- 
ed to return home. I with a party of about thirty came 
through Bishunkera, Rliopatil, Bhilsa and Saugor home. 

Mahaiiind Buksh . — Near Bagrode three bearers and 
a Bhistee came up while we were washing ourselves in 
the stream, on their way from Bhopaul to Saugor, and told 
us, in the course of conversation, that they had seen your 
gnard seize a niimhcr of people very like ns near Bhilsa. 
We knew it must ho Feringeea’s party, and fearing that 
theiSe men would get us also seized on the road, wc killed 
them and ged homo all safe. 

Feringem , — We wore bathing at a river four cose this 
side of Bhilsa when I. heard directly over my head the 
Chiriiya, I was miioh alarmed, and Knrhora, who is an 
excelhmt augur, told mo that I ought to take tlie gang 
back on the (xiinj Jjasodaroad immediately after so bad 
an omen ; but I delenniued upon coming on towards 
Saugor two cose to the village of Miiree. On reaching 
this place [ tied my horse to a tree, and went into the 
village to talk with the Pntel, leaving the gang near the 
horse. While talking with him I heard a great uproar 
and saw ihy horse running towards the village, and on 
going to catch him saw your Nujeebs seizing and bind- 
ing ray gang. There were forty, but they secured only 
twenty-eight. 1 made oil* as I was half dressed and got 
home> and twelve of my gang escaped. Had I attended 
to Kurhora’s advice you would have had none of us, 
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another proof of the efficacy of omens if attended to.: 
My adopted son Ilurreea, and Mabadeo pointed oat the 
bodies of most of the people whom we murdered in that 
expedition ; the rest were taken up by Zolfukar himself 
last year. 

Maliamnd Buhsh, — It was a very unfortunate expedi- 
tion. At Biseynce we fell in with some travellers, and 
should have secured them, but when Zolfukar came up, 
Bhola, who is always talking, could not help saying in 
Ramasee, — ** After all wo shall not go home without 

something to please our wives and children.” The 
travellers heard, suspected our designs, left our encamp- 
ment on the bank of the tank, and went into the village. 
This was our first banij (merchandize) and to lose it 
thus was a bad omen : it was in fact like being seized. 
Then came the murder of the women at Manora, and to 
ct^bwn the whole, the foaliny of Xotfukar^s mare which 
irouffht us all under the ISeluk, Kvery thing seemed to 
go wrong with us that season, and 1 often proposed to 
return home and open the expedition anew, but I was 
unhappily over-ruled. 

Q..— How did the guard of Nujeebs pass without 
si^^eing you : 

Mahamud Buhsh. — We have never been able to un- 
derstand. We came the direct road to Saugor and thejr 
passed us on that road in advancing to Bhilsa. We 
never saw them, nor did they see us. 

Q. — How did you afterwards allow yourself to be 
taken I 

Feringeea. — Having lived among the clans of R^j- 
pootana and Telingana for years together, 1 shonld have 
gone olF to some of them, but you had secured my 
mother, wife and child. I could not forsake them-^was 
always enquiring after them, and affording my pursners 
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the means of tracing me. I knew not what indignities 
my wife and mother miglit suffer. Couid I have felt 
secure that they would suffer none, 1 should not have 
been taken. 

ft. — You were io General Ochterloiiy’s service for 
some time. How did that happen i 

Feringeen. — My cousin, Aman Sing Suhadar, after the 
death of his brother, Uureear, and my fatlmr, Purusram, 
became our guardian, llis mother was one of the first 
families in the country, and her sister's son, Jhundee 
alias Gunga Sing, had the command of two llegiments 
at Kotah. Plaving no sous of bis own, he asked Aman 
to give him either me or Plioolsa, the son of Du reear, 
for whom you have offered two hundred rupees, for 
adoption, as he had great wealth and no child to leave it 
to. He suspected Aman to be a thief, but knew not that 
he was a leader of assassins, or he would have had 
nothing to say to us. 

ft.— But did not Aman’s mother know that he was so J 

Feringeeru*^^ oi till long after she was married, and 
from that time she was never suffered to visit her sister. 
Phoolsa would not consent to live with Gunga Sing 
Kuptan, nor should I, had I not had a dispute with Aman 
‘While out on a Thug expedition. I went to him, and he 
became very fond of me, and got me made a Subahdar 
in the Grenadier Company of the JBuldeo Regiment. 1 
conld not live without some of my old Thug friends, and 
got Rambuksh my cousin, for whom you have offered five 
hundred rupees, enlisted and inad(5 a Ilavildar on my 
own security for his good conduct. He was always a 
very loose character, and when Gunga Sing went to 
Oudeepore with his two Regiments as the body guard 
of the young Queen, who was the danghter of the Kotah 
Chief, Rambuksh seduced a young widow, the daughter 
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of one of the most respectable bankers of the city, who 
became pregnant. As soon as the intrigue was dis- 
covered, she pounded and ate the diamond of her own 
ring, or something of th^ kind, and died, and Rambnksb 
was obliged to fly to save his life which was demanded by 
her family of the Chief. Having given security for his 
good conduct, 1 thought my own head in danger, and fled 
to Boondee, where I contrived to get into the service of 
Major Tod, recominonded to him by the Post Master 
as a young man of high birth and groat f>romise. On 
going to meet General Orhterlony at Bhcelwara soon 
after, be rocomtucuded me to him, and ho made me 
Jemadar of IJurcarus. I attended him to Delhi and to 
Ajrnere, whence ho sent mein charge of the Post Office 
peons to Rewaree. Prom this place I was sent with four 
peons to attend a young lady of the GoneraFs family from 
Delhi to Calcutta. Her escort consisted of a Havildar, 
a Naek, and twenty Sipaliees, under the command of 
Bhowanee Sing, Jemadar of the local regiment. We 
reached Mathura without any accident, and lodged in 
Colonel Gunge, At night Bhowanee 8iug was caught in 
an awkward position with one of the young lady’s women, 
and dreading the vengeance of the General, he and all his 
guard fled. Jlo roused me, told mo what had happened^ 
aud advised me to go ofl' with him aud try our fortuii<^:^ 
with Runjeet Sing. This I declined; but hearing that 
my cousin Anuui Subahdar had gone that season with his 
gang into Kajpootana, 1 started, and passing through 
Hindone and Beeana, joined them at Kuraulee, after 
having been absent from him some years. It was 1 believe 
the year after I rejoined Aman that my gang was arrested 
at Kotab, and that w'e killed Ashraf Khan, the Subahdar 
Major of the 4tb Cavalry and his party. From that tiniQ' 
till I was taken, or about ten years, 1 was always out with 
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my gang except in the season of the rains ; and for several 
even of these seasons we were out in Rajpootana^^f^hore 
the rains ofler little impeUiinenl, Indeed in the western 
parts of Rajpoolana Thugs have an advantage in the rainy 
season, as at the other seasons the most wealthy travellers 
move along in wheeled carriages, and cannot be so easily 
managed as on foot or on horseback, to which mode of 
travelling they are obliged to have recourse in the rains. 

Q . — Is Gunga Sing still living t 

Ferinyeea, — No, I have just lieunl from Jowahir, one of 
the Thugs whom Lioulenaut Briggs has sent in, that he 
died four years ago at OiKle<^pore. 

Q , — Did your wife know that you w'ore a Thug ? 

Feringem* — Neither she nor her family knew it till you 
seized her and had her brought to Jiibnlporo, wiiere she 
found poor Jhuriiuo and the other meinbors of my gang 
taken at Chi Isa. Her family are of the aristocracy of 
Jhanseeaiid Sunitur, as you may know. 

Q , — Do not the Brinjaras ollun perpetrate murder in 
their encampments i 

. Faruigaea, — Just before the twenty-six of iny gang 
were taken by yon at Bbllsa, and before Zolfiikar joined 
ns, we were cooking our dinner in the ufternoon at a 
village three cose this sale of Sehore, when live travellers 
came np on their way to Bliilsa. We tried to prevail 
upou them to wait for us, but they went on, saying they 
sbotild spend the night at Uirora, a village four cose 
farther on. We made sure of securing them at Hirora, 
and remained where we were to dine. We reached 
Hirora about nine at night, and searched all the 
village in vain for the travellers. We knew that they 
must either have suspected our designs, or been dis- 
posed of by other Thugs on the road ; and 1 recollected 
that about Ibifee miles from Hirora we bad passed a 
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Srinjara encampment. In the morning I went back with 
a fetiPfoliowers, and there found a horse and a pony that 
we had seen with the five travellers, “What have you 
“ done with the five ti^vellers, my good friends. You 
have taken from ns our merchandise ?” “ Bunij,” said 
I in lluinasee. They apologized for what they had 
done; said they did not know we were after thein^ and 
offered to share the booty with UwS ; but I said we had no 
fair claim to a share, since none of our party were pre- 
sent at loadiny — (killing). We left them and came 

on to Bhilsa where we met your party of Nujeebs. 

Q. — And these Brinjaree Thugs are rarely seized or 
punished ? 

SaMh Khan^ of Tclingaiia. — Ifow can their deeds be 
known. They do all their work themselves. They live 
in the desert and work in the desert. W e live in villages, 
and cannot do onr work without the convemence and 
snpport of the farmers who hold, and the influential men 
who occupy them. Local authorities of all kinds and 
degrees must be conciliated by us ; but these meu are 
relievtMl from all this cost and trouble by foregoing tbe 
pleasure of other men's society, and the comforts of a 
fixed habitation. Tliey are wiser men than we are! 

Morlee. — I was one day walking with some of our 
party near Jeypore by an encampment of wealthy mer« 
chants from the westward, who wore very high turbans. 
1 observed to my friends as we passed “ what enormous, 
lurbaus these men wear !” using our mystick term 
Ayhasae. The most respectable among them came up 
immediately and invited us to sit down with them, saying^ 
“ my good friends, we are of your fraternity, though 
“ Aghasees arc not the same.” They told us that they 
were now opulent merchants, and independent of 
Thuggee, the trade by which they had ebiefly acquired 
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their wealth ; but that they still did a little occasionally 
when they found in a suitable place a Bunij worth 
taking ; but that they were now beyond speculatiug in 
trifles ! We were kindly entertained, and much pleased 
with our new friends, but left them the same day, and I 
have never met any men of the kind since. The common 
Moltanee Thugs, who strangle men with the thongs 
which they use in driving their bullocks, we have often 
met* They are to be found all over India, but abound 
most to the north-west. 

Q , — W hat — among the Sieks ? 

Morlee. — Yes; but they are not themselves Sieks. 
They are wliat we call Moltanee Tliiigs chiefly. 

^.^Have you ever known a Sick Thug I 

Never. I never saw a Sick take to Thuggee. 

Sahib Khan , — I know itam Sing Siok : he was a noted 
Thug leader — a very shrewd man. He resided and still 
resides at Borhanporo, and used to act with Ram Sing 
(who was hung here at Jiibulpore last month) and Rama 
Oheemur, and Molmn Sing, son of Pahar Sing of Poona* 
He served with the celebrated Sheikh Dulloo as a Pin- 
daree for some years after he had become distinguished 
as a Thug, but returned to Thuggee, and acted with his 
old associates for two years about Borhanpore, when he 
went off again and joined Sheikh Dulloo. He sold Dulloo 
a very fine horse, for which he could never get payment ; 
and as he wanted money he got annoyed. A large re- 
ward had then been oflered by the Company for Dulloo’s 
head. lie left him for a month or two, and on coming 
back, Dulloo who was annoyed at his importunity, in- 
stead of advancing to embrace him as usual, merely got 
up: from his cbarpaeM(couch) and put one foot upon the 
floor i keeping the other upon the couch. Tliat slight 
decided his fate. Ram Sing had been long thinking of 
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llie reward, and be now determined to win it. He killed 
Sfaeikb Dulloo either Ibat night or the night following, 
and took his head to Colonel Seyer at Eliohpore. The 
Colonel said that he was sorry so brave a man should 
have been killed in so cowardly a manner, and sent Ham 
Sing to gel hid reward from Bhunraj Selh at Omrowtee. 
Dhnnraj knew that Katu Sing was the Thug who had mur- 
dered a party of his treasure bearers. He arrested him, 
and soou after got hold of his friends Pahar Sing, his son 
Mohnn Sing, and llama Dheemur. They soon after 
made their escape I'rom prison, and Ram Sing is now 
at his old trade in Eerhampore. He never either got 
paid for his or tor the murder ofSiteikh Dulloo,* 

Q. — How often Inul you been on Thuggee before you 
saw a murder. 

Sheikh Jnnenf , — If was on my return from liiD first 
expedition winch I inade with my father to the Ouckun, 
when I was liftet?!! years of age, and about thirty five 
years ago. We were a gang of about eighty or ninety 
Thugs under my father Hingaand some of the Duekun 
chiefs, lodged in tl»e Mausoleum outside of the town of 
Eliohpore. Two of our loaders, Cumhoo and Laljoo, on 
going into the Eazar fell in with the Grooms of the 
Nawab Siihjce Khan, the uncle of the Nawab of Bhopaul 
Wuzeer Mubommud Khan, who told tlieui that thoir 

• Kxtrnet <\f ci Letter from Livntennnl Hrahatiiy Ai^sishmt Ma^niHirate in- 
hhamtaish^ to the Qiiitress of CajUain W. H, dated ilie 6ih 

jNovemher 1S3:>. 

** Of the other Thu^^s nientioaed as residing about Borhaupore^ 
Ram Sing died at Dhooba, four y*' -j% ago ; he was the person who 
miirderpti the tamoiis Piiidarni Chief Shaikh Dullah, on whose hoiid 
a reward of I5,000 Rupees was placed.** 

(True Extract) 

W. H, SLEEMAN, General Super intendiaU. ^^ 
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inftster had been with his son and bis two hundred horse 
in the service of the Nizam at llydrahad; and having 
had a quarrel with his son he was now on his way home 
to Bhopanl. They came back and reportetl ; and Duleie 
Khan and Kliulcel Khan and other leaders of fame 
went and introduced themselves to the Nawab, pretend- 
ing that they had been to the Duckuri with horses for sale, 
and were now on their way back to Ilindostan. He was 
pleased with their address and appearance, and tnviteil 
tlumi to return the next day> which they did ; and tiie 
following day he set out with as many of our gang as it 
was thonglit safe to exhibit. lie bad two grooms, two 
troopers, and a slave girl, two horses and a mare wdth a 
wound in the neck, and a pony. The slave girls' duty was 
to prepare for him bis daily potion of Subzee, and ho told 
ns that Ijo had got the nam€‘ of Subzee Khan from the 
c|irdntity of that drug which he was accustomed to drink. 
We camo on together throe slagos, and dining the 
fourth stage wo came to an extensive jungle this side of 
Dhoba, and in the Eaitool district ; and on reaching a 
nalali ahout nine o’clock Khuleel said, Khan Sahih, wc 
“ have bad a fatiguing journey, and wo had better rest 
here, and take some rofreslmient.’' “ By all .means, 
said the Nawab, I fool a little fatigued and will take 
my Subzee here.” Jfe dismounted, laid his swoni and 
shield upon the ground, spreail his carpet and sal down, 
Duleie and Khuleel sat down by his side while the girl 
was preparing his potion of which ho invited these twm 
men, as onr supposed chiefs, to partake ; and the grooms 
were engaged with the horses, and the troopers were 
snioking their pipes at a distance. It had been deter- 
mined (hat the Nawah shuiiUl he first secured, for ho was 
a powerful roan, and if he hud a moments warning he 
w<mtd certainly have cut down some of the gang before 

2 G ‘ 
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they cdiild secure him. Laljoo also went and sat near 
him, while Gomanee stood behind and seemed to be much 
interested in the conversation. All being now ready the 
^signal was given, and the Nawab was strangled by 
Gomanee, while Laljoo and Dulele held his legs. As 
%oon as the others saw the Nawab secured they fell upon 
his attendants, and all were strangled, and their bodies 
were buried in the bed of the water course. On going 
tack to Elichpore, Gomanee sold the Nawalfs shield for 
eight rupees, but it was worth so much more that the 
people suspected him, and came to our camp to search 
■for him. Our spies brought us timely notice and we cOnr- 
cealed him under the housings of our horses. 

Q.— What was the cause of the quarrel between him 
and his son ! 

Tuaenl* — ^The son in a ptission had drawn his swbrd 
and cut the Nawab’s favorite mare over the neck. ' A 
quarrel ensued, and he left his son in charge of the 
squadron of horse to return to Bhopaul.* 

4?.— And this was tlie first murder you even witnessed ? 

Inaent. — This was the lirst, and it made a great 
impression upon ray mint], and you may rely upon the 
correctness of what I slate regarding it. 

Q.— Was this long before the Dhooma affair ? 

Inaetii,' — Long : the Dhooma affair took place only 
about twenty-three years ago. 

Q. — What gangs were in that affair? 

Inaent, -^There were a great many both from Hindos- 
tan'^nd the Diicknn. We had concentrated at Chourae 
in the Seonee district between this and Nagpore, and 
were at least three hundred Thugs, and hajd jiist 

* Reference having been made to the Court of Bhopaul throngh fte 
PolUicui Agent j this story is found to be quite true.— See A|^'iiiit ' 
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performed the concluding ceremonies of the festival 
of the Muhurrum, when a party of about twenty-seven 
persons, decoits I believe, came up on their way from 
the Duckun to Uindoostaii. They had four ponies laden 
with rich booty which they had acquired in an expedition 
to the south. The following day they came on to 
Chupara, and we followed. They lodged in the town, wo 
outside. Bodhoo Jemadar Musulman, calling himself 
Kour Khuluck Sing, and pretending to be a Hindoo of 
rank, went to the party and told them that the road from 
Chupara passed through an extensive and very danger- 
ons jungle,^ and begged that for security we might unite 
our parties, as wc were merchants and Goverument 
servants, and not very well armed. They agreed, and 
the next morning one hundred and twenty-five of our 
gmig went on with them, while the rest came by 
another road, all agreeing to rendezvous at Nutwara, in 
the valley of the !Nurbudda. 

I was with the 125, and on reaching two trees in the 
jungle sacred to the two saints Chittureea and Kun« 
kureea, and on which people lie pieces of cloth as votive 
oireriiigs, the signal was given, and sixteen of the deceits 
were strangled and eleven cut down with our swords. 
We took the bodies into the jungle near the road, and 
wijthout burying them, made off with the booty, and re- 
joined our friends at Nutwara. Tlie booty consisted of 
gold, silver and cloths, to the value of thirteen thou- 
sand rupees. We went on to Kutungee, divided the 
booty, and separated. The Duckun Thugs returned 
home, and wc came with a party of eighty to Jubulpore, 

* This eiteosive juDg:le was oae of their Matabur Roles," or favorite 
pieces of murder, where they used every year to kill a great many 
JraveHtenv 
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tot} encamped in the Beohar’s grove which see 
yonder, where we had a grand Natch (ball). 

While engaged in our feasts we heard that the Subah 
of the district was sending troops to seize ns, and w 
inade oif. When the signal for the niarder was given a 
^boy happened to be unperccived at a distance from the 
rest, and hearing their screams, he got up into a tree, 
and saw the whole affair without our seeing him, as it was 
daylight. After we had come on, he descended, came 
on to Jubulpore, and found some of our party selling 
tome of their gold lace in the Bazar, and denounced as 
to the Governor. We all denied any knowledge of the 
Uffair of course, but^tlu^ Sabah got hold of the adopted 
Son of Khuleei Jemadar, tied him up to a tree, and gave 
him a severe flogging. KlmU^el protested against this, 
and said he had better send for swords and have us all 
cut to pieces at once. The Siihah would not listen, and 
at last the boy confessed. The seven leaders were con- 
fined in the fort. The others all in the Beohar’s house, 
but after having been made to disgorge all their property, 
they were all suffered to escape, except three leaders, 
Hinga, my father Kuleel, and Murdan: the two latter 
were sent to Nagpore, where the Rajah released them. 
My father Hinga bad broken his back in jumping over 
the fort wall, and Murdan sprained his ankle. 

Q..— Were you all taken in the grove? 

r No. We had got off on the Sangor road to 

Katungee, but the Subah sunt a squadron of horse afhsr 
tis, and we were all brought back. It w^as command^ 
by Khan Mabomad, the present Cotwal of Saugor. Nasid 
of Telingana was in this afiair. 
this true ? 

Nasir . — All true; and I wc^ obliged to give the phjigf 
officer at Kittungee a fine horse, and some other valittblb 
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articles that I had picked np on this expedition, as I 
found he was an old acquaintance of mine, and well dis*- 
posed towards us us long' as he was well conciliated in 
this way. 1 had got far off with iny gapg bel'ore the 
Snbah's. party came up after the rest. 

Jiiacn/— -Purumsook was then master of the 
here, and all our property had to pass through his hands. 
He was an old friend of ours, and must recollect the 
circumstance well/^ 

Q , — What makes you think the party were deceits ? 

Inamt . — Some deceits from the west, who have been 
conhned for fourteen years in the Saiigor jail, told us 
while we were there last year, that a party of theirs had 
been killed about that time near Chiipara on their way 
back from the Duckun. They must have learnt it from 
the boy who escap^al. 

Q. — Wore Bodhoo’s nose and hands cut otf before this 
affair J 

Inaenl. — No — A \ear or two after at Seronge. Ho 
went to StocliNVcll Sahib who sent him to Jiudone, where 
the llaja put him to <leatli, by making elephants walk 
over him, A very dear man was Borliioo I 

Q. — ^AVhat were the circumstances that made you fly 
to the Carnatic I 

Sahib Khan . — It was about twelve years ago that 
my own gang of fourteen, and another of Iwonty-five 
Under Jumal Khan, Seodeou, and Piikeer Mahom- 
miid, in an expedition between Aurnngabad and Elich- 
pore, joined in the murder of a Subabdar, his servant, 

* Purumsook, who is now a kind of Attorney at Jubulpore. heing 
referred to, confirms ull this, but denies the friend shift. He sold tlic pro- 
periy lie says for the then government, and not for himself or the Tlmgs, 
WM A kind of Deputy Chief J usiiee ui the time, and in league with 
. gangs. 
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ftnd two Rajpoots at a Bowlee near Chaudoe. The 
bodies were tied up in blankets and thrown into 
the Bowlee. Going* on towards Jiialna we fell in 
with a Marwaree taking turbans for sale to Jhalnay 
and near Phaleegow we strangled him ; but getting only 
a rupee each, wo agreed to go on and wait in the Jhalna 
cantonments till we could find a Bun\i more worth taking. 
We had however no sooner come to this resolution, after 
discussing over oar plans on the bank of the river, than we 
heard the dire Chimmama on our right. We all started 
up, and with my gang 1 instantly retreated. Jamal Kbau 
however ventured to take his gang on towards Jhalna in 
of this warning. We came to Omrowtee whore wo 
celehrated the Mohurnim, after which I returned to my 
home at Nandair, where 1 heard that Jumai, on reaching 
Jaferabad, had got drunk in a spirit shop and been seized 
with the Subahdar’s Doopiitta upon him, by some of 
Captain Sherrifl‘’s runners.'^ He gave information against 
Syud-alee, and he against others, till fourteen of bis gang 
were arrested. The four bodies were taken out of the 
Bowlee, and parties were sent oil* to Major Parker, who 
commanded atliiugoiee, with information against me and 
my gang. I kept myself well informed of all these 
proceedings, and continued to cultivate my fields. 
Eleven of Jamal Khans gang having been hung, and 
seeing no longer any chance of escape at home, 1 fled. 
My wife and children, and my brother Bnreea, and 
brother-in-law Cliand Khan, were seized and taken to 
Migor Parker, who released the women and children. 1 
went first to my ancle Towiikul Sab, a celebrated Fukeer 
and Thug, but nut yet suspected, and fearing to implicate 
him, I proceeded soon after to Golburga to my ebusin 


* Se€ Appeodix T. 
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Sahib Khati Jemadar. I found that be^ Rusool Khan, 
Hyder Khan, and other Thugs of his party had been 
seized and taken to Ilydrabad. As soon as the women 
saw me, they wept bitterly, and liaving heard the tale of 
my misfortune, his wife took me tho next day to Ochorgee, 
eight cose distant, in the hope of finding some Thugs with 
whom 1 might serve and earn my bread. They wero 
absent on an expedition, and I left her, and went to 
Muheenkulga, where I met Lungolee Jemadar, an old 
follower of my father’s. ITo made me dine with him ; 
and after dinner he told me that he intended to take the 
auspices in a few days, and if the omens proved favor- 
able, should take out his gang, and me with them. 1 told 
him that 1 should be glad to join hiui, but that I would 
not consent to recognise him as my cliicf, by paying him 
the fees of office, as Jemadar, like the other members of 
his gang, lie said ho would take mo on no other condi- 
tions. 1 expostulated with him, and as Peer Khan, the 
brother of Chand Khan, was with me, 1 said that he must 
set aside both onr shares before the general division ; and 
asked him whether he had so far forgotten the obligations 
he owed to my father, who had initiated him, as to have 
the impudence to doinaud tokens of subjection from the 
son. “ Give us,” I said, “our shares separately, and then 
“ divide the spoil with your gang, and take your fees as 
leader, for I will never consent to pay you any.” He 
said it would be a bad precedent, and lower him in the 
estimation of his followers ; and having refused to join 
him on any other terms, I proceeded to Korergee, where 
Sahib Khan, the husband of my sister, resided, and served 
in the gang of Niibee Sahib Jemadar. On our way we 
spent one evening at Ilidjgecra with the families of fiaba 
Jemadar, and eleven other Thugs of note, who had been 
time in prison at Amba, and are now with 
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Captain Reynolds. On reaching Korergee we found my 
brotber-in-law, who bad been sent borne by Nabee Sabib 
with a booty of seven thousand rupees. Nubee Sahib 
being abent on an expedition, he recommended me to go 
to the great lender Sahib Klian of Kakurnmlla. I did so, 
and found bis brother Sooltan at home. 1 told him the 
story of onr misfortunes, and he consoled me, and told me 
tliat though Thugs were getting seized all around them, 
they were as yet Hev.-iii e, and had still a few hundred good 
men for work. Sahib Khan soon after returned from 
market, received me very kindly and made me dine with 
him. While at dinner, however, we heard (he Orut^ 
pxtihoUe^ which is considered a very bad omen in the South, 
and Sahib Khan told me that i ought immediately to return 
to my home after sncli an omen ; hut lliat as (bis was 
impossible niuler present cirruinstanees, 1 must leave his 
house, sleep in another village, and ndiirn in theraorniug. 
I and Peer Klian did so. We remained with him six 
weeks, and were so kindly treated that we forgot all our 
misfortunes. He consented to comj)ly with my conditions, 
and not to exact from us two his fees as leader. With 
a gang of sixty Tliiigs we proceeded a cose to the 
village of Dewurnatjee, where we waited eight days for 
favorable omens. Having got them, sixteen old men 
and boys were sent home, and the expedition was opened 
by forty-six. It is the custom in the Carnatic to take 
out all the old men and lioys to the first stage wliere the 
auspices are taken, and when the omens are favorable to 
send^ them back. When they get booty, they (ake what 
is necessary fur the subsistence of the gang, and send all 
the rest to the house of the leader, where it remains till 
the gang returns, w hen it is divided, and the boys and 
old men who are sent back, have an equal share of it 
.with the others who go on. The same custom prevails 
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among tbe Thugs from Arcot, who arc said to have taken 
it from them. 

We proceeded to a village near Dharwar which w^e 
reached in eight days, and there met the great Sheikh 
Ahmeds the Thug leader from Arcot, with his gang of 
Going on to Oharwar together, the two leaders 
divided the whole into two separate gangs, one under 
these two leaders to operate on the road to Poona, and 
the other under Nathoo, and Sirjee Khan,^ the brother of 
Sheikh Ahmed, and Sooitan, the brother of Sahib Khan, 
towards Naggur. We were all to rendezvous at Eohora 
at the end of a month. 

After killing a good many travellers and getting a 
good deal of booty, which was all sent as taken to the 
house of Sahib Khan, wc all reunited at the appointed 
place, and remained together two days, when onr divi- 
sion took the road to Naraenpath, and the other that to 
Dharwar. On the bank of the Bbiinra river we got a 
prize of twelve thousand rupees worth of silk from six 
men, and returned home. Seven days after our return, 
seven of the other division came and reported that in a 
drunken brawl at Dharwar, Ihf* secret of their proceedings 
had been disclosed, and all the division, except themselves, 
arrested ; and as a good many had turned King's eviden- 
ces, we might soon expect a guard down upon us. 

Having beard that my cousin and his gang had been 
released at Hydrabad and come with their families to 
Korergee, 1 went and joined them; and Sahib Khan left 
his house at Kukurmulla in charge of his brother Meean 
Sahib, who was not suspected, and concealed himself with 


* This man has> I believe, been made over to Lieut. Elwall by tbe 
Antbeirities at Sattaro, where be baa been in iirison ever aince this exp(s- 
dit^^;,l,ept. 18 U. W. U, S. 
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an old friend in oar neighbourhood. A guard came from 
Dharwar» seized Meeaii Sahib, and so maltreated him, 
in order to make him point out his brother, that be threw 
himself into a well and was killed. 

Alarmed, I and niy cousin and his party, with all their 
families, went to Golburga, and leaving the women and 
children there, with a small gang went to Hydrabad, for 
we had now nothing to subsist upon. Near Bnmuabad 
we found a traveller washing himself in the stream. He 
was strangled and his body left upon the sand. The 
rains had now set in, and going on beyond Akelee we 
found a traveller waiting on the bank of a river for some 
one to assist him over, lie was persuaded to go up the 
stream a little olf ibo road for a belter ford, and there 
strangled. We went to Hydrabad, and thence came 
back through Akelee to Nowta Mosbtiiree, killing two 
men on the road ; and here we met Sheikh Ahmed, the 
great Arcut leader, with a small party of twelve* He 
told ns that Sahib Khan had been arrested,^ and all the 
booty of our late expedition taken by the Government 
guards. The next morning lie left ns for Hydrabad ; 
and on our way to Golburga wc for three successive days 
continued to fall in with small parties of Sheikh Ahmed’s 
gang following each other at long intervals. My cousin 
and his parly changed their abodes from Golburga to 
Ertalee in Bedur; and taking my family I went to 
Knnkee and entered into the service of Diiurnmdass, the 
Amil on the part of Chundoolal the minister. He em- 
ployed me to make the collections of two villages for 
him, and I resolved to leave oOT Thuggee, at least for a 

* Sahib Khan and his brother Sooltan have been jnst made over to ' 
Lieut. Elwall, having been ever since the event here described, pri- 
soners in the fort of Sattara, in the Poona territory, Sept. 1835 . W. H,S. 
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time. Ticking tbe collections to llydrabad, two years 
after this, I met Sheikh Ahmed, who asked nie how many 
Thugs I had with vie. I told my story, and he men- 
tioned that our old friend Sahib Khan of Kakurinnila, 
was confined in the Fort of Saltara, but that he would 
elfect bis release whatever it might cost him. lie soon 
left me, and I conid perceive that he distrusted me. One 
of his followers, however, lloseyn Khan, told me that 
they had now all established themselves comfortaVily 
about Nnlgonda on the road to Masulipatam ; and in 
return I bid him tell his chief that he need not fear me.’^ 


■ Extract from the Narntiive of the M Thuzfff'f' Expeditiou of Suhih Khan 

Jemadar f taken before Lieutenant Elwalt at Sholuporei 29/A Sept. 1835. 

About eight or uine months aftrr this tinit) deponenl niKi Mukiidoom 
Sahib, SaJiib Khan UuhmutWHllah anil Mouhecodecn Jemadar, with 
forty followers, set out ou a Thuggee e\p<Mlitian towards tbe Carnatic, 
and halted for the night at the village of ** Ooruullie.'’ On tiie same duy 
Sheikh Ahmed Arcottec, Jemadar, with Guifoor Khan his brother, and 
Oeifian Khan Jemadar, with their followers, arrived at the village of 
“ Goburargeo,*' about two eoss from “ Goriiullit*/' and both parties 
starting in tlie moriiiug met ou the road to the Carnatic and went on 
logelhcr, and after four da>3 arrived at Jii bti I poor in llie Company's 
territories, where wx* passed the night, and having consulteil together, 
agreed to divide into two bodies, and it was settled that from my followers 
Mukiuloom Sahib Jemadar, Sahib Khan Kuhinutwallali, and Mooiiee- 
odeen Jemadar and sixteen sepoys, should accompany the Areottces, and 
Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar and 10 Arcottec followers, accompanied me 
towards I’uooah, while the other party went towards the Curuatic. 
After three days dep«>neat arrived at ** Eroor*' on the Krishna river 
when there was a fair. Deponent staid thiire and Sheikh Ahmed went 
on towards J ok ui, and about two coss from ** Kroor,” fell in with two 
Hindoo jewellers who were seated on the bank of a stream drinking 
water. Having found out what the travellers had with them, they strangled 
them and buried the bodies carelessly. Deponent arrived while they 
were burying them. Wc got from the murdered travellers a dabba of 
pearls and other jewels, which were of large value, and sent them 
hQiQG in charge of four of our men. Wo arrived ourselves in three days 
at Sangolve uii tlio Puuderpuur road, at the same time with four Hiudoo 
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Q.-— But you have not told me why Sheikh Ahmed left 
Arcot ? 

Sahib Khan . — 1 have never been to Arcot, and met 
them for the first time near Dharwar<. They used often 


traders with a pony load of cloth, who were going from Jaulna to 
Kolapoor, and Sheikh Ahmed having insinuated himself into their 
acquaintance went on with them to Walmurra/* where they haftetl 
near a Hindoo Dewul. Deponent also came there and joined Sheikh 
Ahmud in the evening and we staid the night there, lu the morning 
Sheikh Ahmed and the others went on with the Heipuries, and about a 
mile from the place, in a dry nullah, strangled the travellers and buried 
their bodies. I came up after the murder. We got from the travellers 
the following property : 13 Enihroidpred DopuUas, 9 Silk Scarfs, 
embroidered, 45 Us. weight of Cold Thread, and 15fi Turbands, which 
we sent home with 6 men and went on to iMiricIi Taj Gaoii, when the 
fair of Khoja Shunina Meerutt Sahib*' was being held ; we saw the 
fair and then went towards home, aud arrived at a village ou the 
Krishna River, where four Hiudoo traders, in the service of some 
Saokar, with three bullocks laden with silk, had put up. We staid 
there, and tlie next moroiog the Jemadar Sheikh Ahmed, went on witii 
the Iteiparjes, and about a r.oss from theiict;, in a dry nullah, murdered 
and buried them, and taking the property went towards home. Sheikh 
Ahmed Jemadar took half the silks homo with him to ('hilinullah, 
in the Ni/ani’s country, and the rest 1 took with me. 

The other party which separated from us at Jaulpar*' and went 
towards the Cuniatic, having reached Aoegra iu the Dimrwar District, 
halted there. At this time in the cantonment of Houblee a Decoittee 
had taken place, and the Police seeing the Thugs there, suspected 
them, and they were immediately seized and taken to Dharwar. The 
Aumil then enquired concerning the Thugs, and one of the Arcottee 
followers named Mabumud Khan, confessed and told that Shiekh Ahmed 
Jemadar lived at Chilmullab, and Sahib Khan Jemadar (deponent) at 
Rukurmullah, and that the persons seized were the followers of the 
two Jemadars’. 1 hearing that search was making for me and Sheikh 
Ahmed, left my home and went and <;tv.d at the village of Neem Nullie. 
Id the mean time the Sircar's people, by order of Mr. J. Munro, 
oame to my house, and ordered my brother Meean Khan to tell where 
1 was; he said that I had left the village. They thinking he was 
speaking falsely, began to kick and beat him till he said he would tell 
where his brother was, and taking the Police people with him oatside 
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to talk of Arcot, aud of their Imviiig been obliged 8o?ne 
years before to leave it by a hoi pursuit kept up by some 


the villaj^e iato a garden where tliere vrus a Ruolee^ he watched Jiis 
opportunity and tiirew himself iu and xvas drowned. Aiy other fol- 
lowers being frightened (led the village and came to me at Nt^cm 
Nullie, and about fifteen days afterwards the Police, having got in- 
formation of our being there, came aud sid/iul iim, and took us before 
Mr. John Mmiro at Muugolce. The undenneutioned property was 
seized in my house and sent in by Oohind Sobhajee Pundit and Uowan 
Raiiichand Kao, Moonsifdar of Koolkunniidghee : 


List 

of Vi 

operty ; viz. 



No. 


No. 

Silk, bundles*. • 

3 

Iiii 11 1 - j , , , - ^ 


Gold Thread or Kullabuttoo, 


Swords or Tulwars, ike. . 

... 14 

bundles, 

4 

Musquols, 

• • • 2 

PiuUooah, wt. several StoueSj 

> 1 

Poputtih, 

... 13 

Dabha with Pearls 

I 

Silk Scarfs or Sowla, *• 

9 

Horses, 

.3 

Tiirbaiids, 

... loti 


The tliroe Horses were sold and their price was given to my father 
aud family, and afterwards Nursing Ba Uessuldar was ordered by the 
Gentieinan to give them their orumueiits and brass vess; :s^ ivc. its also a 
quantity of grain of diilVrent sorts, of the value of about; 100 Rupees ; 
about this time Mr. John iMunro was shot at the fight at Kittonr, and the 
Ressuldur sent myself, my brother Sheikh Dutmll and t)ona Khan, 
Sheikh Einam Sahih and Sheikh Hoossciu, followers of Sheikh Ahmed 
Arcottce Jemadar (in uli five persons) to Pando Rung Subadar at 
Beejapoor, but the jewels, ftc, were not sent. We were kept Iweiily 
days tlufre, and then sent to Sattara. where we have been imprisoned for 
twelve years; when we had been there about three moiiths, Aproop Khan, 
Mean Khan, and Ourd Sahib Kliati, living at Nagiwiee, were seized, and 
sent to the Rajah by the Ressuldar at Mungolee ; about six years afl^w 
this Mooheeodeen, a relation of Gurd Sahib Khan, living at N.ighnoo, in 
Ulmullah, procured the release of the six others by paying six hundred 
rupees to the Rajairs people, and I and my brother remained in prison 
till we were sent here. 

(True Extract) 

(Signed) T. FilLWALL, Anst, Agt» Governor GenU 
(True Extract) 

W* H. S LEE MAN, General Superintendent, 
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active magistrate.’*^ Sahib Khan of Kuknrmullah told me 
that while he and his gang of sixty men were one day 
cooking their food on the bank of a river near KukurmuU 
lahj they saw these people come down to the river to lish. 
They soon perceived that they understood their mystic 
terms, and got into conversation with them. The two 
chiefs had an interview in which Sheikh Ahmed explained 
how he had been obliged to leave A root, and seek an 
asvlnm, which he did not much like, in a village in the 
neighbourhood. Sahib Khan prevailed upon him and all 
his party with their families to come with him ; and hav- 
ing introduced him to the Rajah of Shorapore Bedur, as 
u great Thug leader, the Rajah got them established in 
his neighbourhood in the town of Ciiicliurmullu. Sheikh 
Ahmed is the wisest man I know. lie has great wealth, but 
he keeps it conceahul in the woods. When danger 
approaches, he scatters his gang, and wanders alone with 
his wife till it is past or till he finds another secure abode, 
when he transfers his wealth to the woods about it. His 
followers have wonderful confidence in him, such as I 
have never seen in the followers of any other leader.*!* 


* Tills was Mr. Wrij^ht — sih- his U?lt«r ami Doctor Shi^rwood's paper 
in the Appendix. Tt was hy the proceedinpjs of Mr. Wright that 
Doctor Sherwood wus enabled to write his paper. 

t Extract from the Deposition of Shrileh Sahihanj latelif arrested at 
llingoteCf before Captain Reynolds/llili October^ ISS.'i. 

The Arcottee Tluigs are proverbially wary and alert, among all the 
Thugs of the DehUati, and their rules and regululions are very strict. 
They do nut allow of indiscriniinate strangling. The stranglers are 
regularly instructed in the use of the bundkerchinf, and no one is per- 
mitted to use it, until he has practised, and until the omens >Yhich are 
looked for at his initiation, arc considered favorable. The Arcottees 
will not strangle women, nor shoemakers, dhers, barbers, gold- 
smiths, a^ washermen. If the first travellers met w^Ub on an expe- 
dition have a cow with them, they are spared, even if i|is J&nown they 
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Q . — What became of your brotber in-law Chand Khao 
and your brotlier Bureea ? 

Sahib Khan . — They made their escape from flingfolee, 
aud are still on the roads some where. They came to me 


hfive Ireasare in their posdcssion. The tlinduslancf; and Dekhnoe 
TItiivji by not atteiidin;^ to these ruled, and striin^lin'^ shuemukers, 
barbers, and all sorts of people, have broujiht down relrihutiou un the 
heads of all the That's Ju Imlia. All the Arcottec Tliti^s that 1 have 
met with, adopted the divss and appear.inee of Sepoys of the iic^iiiients 
of Infantry and Cavalry. 'I’liej wear t'ne oheekered I onjigers and short 
jarkets like Sepoys, carry canes in their hands, and hein.ii’ very fond 
of becllenut and pauii, every man has a small hapj in his possession for 
holdiui? the iiiftr.niieiils. 'J’hr.y frequently represent IheiMsclves to bo 
ISepoys going on leave or reuiuvecl from one station to another, and even 
make themselves acquainted with the names of Kiiropean t)Qie(TS in 
ordt'r to pass more easily through tho country. They make tliemselves 
hhltp^t^u'ks^ (the word ina<le use of by the deponent) and carry their 
clothes in tlieni. The Jemadars take on thomsclves the Beinblaucc of 
luerchaiits, and pretend to be going to make purchases of goods, or to 
he conveying merchandise for sale. They aUvays have four or live of the 
gang in personal atteadance on them, t«) give them the hookah, cook 
their victuals, and cleau their ponies. These men march in company 
with the Jemadar, while the other Thugs move along the road in twoa 
and threes, aud only collect on the occasion of the perpetration of a 
murder. They can only be arrested by having parties of approvers 
stationed on all the great roads of the Carnatic. The Police, though it 
is very vigilant, has not the means of preventing cases of Thuggee, and 
even if Thannahs of Police peons are posted along the roads, the Thugs 
will manage to murder close to tlieiii. 1 will give »n instance iu proof 
of this. Sheikh Aiimed Arcottee Jemadar camt: into the southern 
Mahratta country and strangled sonic treasure carriers in charge of 
16,000 rupees, at the Salpa OhAt. There is a Ciioivkec placed on the 
Ohat now, and if the peons are asked, they will state the Cliowkce to 
have been placed there in consequence of this murder. But this lias not 
had any elfect in dimiriishing the number of murders perpetrated at this 
very Ohdt, where I am sure a hundred skulls of murdered travellers 
might be dug ^ip any day. The Thugs will be first to go out, beg the 
protection of Police f'huprasseos on the roads they travel on, pre- 
tendiug greai^dread of robbers, and then will perpetrate a murder close 
to the road which the Police is supposed to guard. 
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when 1 was on ray way to Kunkeo and bad resolved to 
give up Tbnggee, and told me of their escape. 

The Arcottee Tliup^s usually start on their expeditions during tho 
first seven days after the festival of Dewaleo and Holee ; and if they 
have had favorable omens, they have no doubt taken to the roads before 
this time. It is very probal)le that Dawuljee Jemadar of Itinsee has 
beard of the seizures at Sholapore, ami therefore will not come north- 
ward this year, and as this is hi.s iisual season of setting out, he Avill 
certainly proceed towards Itangalore and Scringapatain, or perhaps by 
Bellary towards Ciiddapah. When I was at Binsee, this time last year, 
Dawuljee and his gang were intending to make an excursion into the 
Mysore country. They had a short time previously been as far as Mur- 
ryhur, but had turued back in consequence of the omens being in- 
auspicious. The Arcottee Thugs do not now come into the Dekhau .so 
inuch as formerly. Indeed since the time oC the arrest of my bn»llier-ia- 
];»w, Sahib Khan Jeinadiir, and his companions by Mr. Miinro, which 
ic about 12 years ago, they have nm^er made their app(?araDce north of 
Dharwar. AV^lien the great urre.st of Thugs took place in ttie /.illaij of 
Arcot, by Mr. Wright, during my youth, great numbers of Arcottee 
Thugs tied from tiiatpart of the country, and settled Arst in the Sorapoor 
Talooka under the Hydrabad Government. 1 have heard that Sheikh 
Ahmed, Tia<ieckur Sahib Khan, Dosman Kiiau, (/Imhrinii Einauin, 
Hoonooruah and other Joiikadars, who wore the leuderit of the party that 
came first to Sorapoor, agreed to pay the Sorapoor KajHli 2,000 rupees a 
year fur his protendion. The party consisted of 60 or (iO Thugs, whose 
numbers were afterwards inrreaiiefl by stragglers from A rent, and the 
families of tin; Thugs who followed them. All these Thugs remained 
in the Bekhan until Mr. Munro rornmenced his seizures, when they left 
their habitations under the guidance of Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar, and 
passing through the Hydrabad country settled somewhere Aftuen days 
journey beyond it towards Masulipattim, They afterwards obtained on 
three occasions 14,000, 7,000, and 3,000 rupees of treasure by the murder 
nf the carriers. Tliis is within tho last 8 or 10 years. They then went 
and seitl'Ml near Niindyal in the Cuddapah district. About 2} years 
ago, Emauni, brotbor of Tippoo Jemadar, a relation of my own, went 
from Biiisee where 1 was at the lime, to Nniidya), to see Sheikh Ahmed 
Jemadar. When he returned, he infumied us that Sheikh Ahmed Jema- 
dnr had a short time previously been put with his gangland had strangled 
four Gollah peons carrying treasure; and that each Thug had received 
9 tolahs of gold, and 3U0 rupees as his share of tho booty. During. the 
time of Sahib Khan .ImaUar’s confinement at Sattara, Tippoo Jemadar^ . 
I>rulher-iu-law of Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar, was also detained along with 
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Davey Deeii-^B/tikha — Dojja—Khothi — Ferm- 

yeea — ZolftfJcar — iJorylia — Kaam Klunu 

Q. — You were amim'v the men arrested bv Mr. Wright 
were you not, at Cawnporc I 

Bhiklca, — Ves, 1 was among them; he got about a 
hundred, and put Ihoju ail into ouo old jail at Jlitliore on 

luni ; ami Arnoltce Tliugs were in the liabit of comint^ lo jiniii iuklli' 
Itiui and Jiis ouinimniotis, and by Uit't iin'iins \vi: \\»:ro 
kept acquainted witii iU» proceedings of the gangs to the si)uUi. 

(True Copy) 

W, li. SLKKMAN. 


Kxiracl Deposition of I\hnn, nliu.'t Lun^ofen, Jititailar of 7Vo/^«, 

Inlthj uyvcsictiy iaktui hijorc i'nptniu Jt( if Holds at Ilfiij^oh.c on flu: lll.v4 

of October 1S3“>, 

1 will slate the names of such of the Arcotlce Jc?madar3 of Thugs as 
I am acquainted with. 

Ousiiiaa Khan .Icinadar, a man of a robust habit of liody. 1 met him 
last upwards of four years ago on tlu* Kiiriiool heyoinl liydrabad, 

with u gang of 50 Thugs, lie resides at Alulhur, some \v!kere in the 
'vicinity of Ccllary* 

Sahib Khan Jjadeekun Jemadar, a relative of Oosmari Khan Jemadnr, 
whom he follows. 

Sheikh Ahmed, son of Dawuljeo Jemadar, formerly liud a gang of 50 
Thugs- 1 have not seen him since the time Mr. Munro arresteil Thugs 
iu the Ziliaik of Dharwar, hut have occasionally hcaril of him. 

Chabrcab Eiuauin Jenuidar, and his brother lioonoorgali, had formerly 
a gang of 30 Thugs. I Jiavc not seen them since the time of Mr. IMiiiiro’s 
arrests, but within the last two years I have heard that they were resid- 
ing in the jurisdiction of some Uajah near llczwarah, on the road from 
liydrabad to MasnlJpatain. 

Tippoo, the brother of Sheikh Ahmed, in whose company he is. 1 have 
not seen him since the time abovcmeiitiutied. 

In former times, all these Jemadars, with many hundreds of Thugs, 
resided in the Arcot and other adjacrut Zillahs ; but about 20 or 22 years 
ago^ Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar, with a party of siiLtceu Thugs and four 

o I 

tmf 1 
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the information of Munsook Brahman and others of onr 
gang*, They told us that if we told the truth and proved 
our story, we should have favor, and many di<l so ; but the 
people about Court soon told us we were fouls, for those 

women, came to the Oorus of Peer Dnstgeer, which takes place at Hie 
village of Neeloor, iathe Pergunnahof Goolhiirgah, where he met me ami 
Khooddoo Jemadar, who had also come to attend the Oorus. Mieikh 
Aliined iiiformod ns that he was an inhabitant of the Arcul /iilah, and 
that agroat misfortune had befallen the Thugs of that part of the coniMry, 
for as the English gentleman had commenL-ed arresting thoiii, tlii re was no 
flwelliiig place left for them there ; he therefore wisheiJ to settle himself 
elsewhere. We further heard from Sheikh Ahmed that his father 
Uawuljee Jemadar of Thugs, bad been apprehended, and was then in 
coiiiJnernent either at Vellore or BangaitTo. In the end, Sheikh Ahmed 
and his gang went into the Sorapoor District and iiad an interview 
with the Rajah tliroiigh the intervention of Kimddoo Jemadar, and then 
fixed Ills residence in the village of Bullondghee. In the course of a 
year, nearly too Thugs were asseiiibled at Bulloodghee and tin* neigh- 
bouring villages, in consequence of the relatives of the others coming up 
from the Carnatic to settle there. I have heard that they paid large sums 
of money yearly to the Sorapoor Rajah. Some years after, the Thugs 
having amassed great wealth, the Rajah demanded aline from them. They 
therefore left Bullondghee and took up their abode at the* Village of 
Chinniullah,the Jagecr of Ruheer Patail, in the Af//»olpoor I’ergunuah. 
During this interval the Thugs used to go out for in the 

direction of Kuroool and Cuddapab, and on the road to iMusiilipataiu. 

Several years afterwards, SooUauii Khan Jemadar, the brother of 
Sahib Khan Jemadar of Kukermulla, (now an approver at Sholapoor) 
was apprehended at Annyghcrry, and a Thug of his gang named Mahonio- 
daa, confessed his guilt ond pointed out the places of residence of the 
Thugs. He was sent to Mr. Mnnroytho Magistrate of Mu ogolce, in the 
Dharwar Zillah, who commenced arresting Thugs according to his 
evidence. Nearly 40 or 50 Thugs were seized, from among whom Sahib 
Khan Jemadar of KiikhermuHa, Chnnneeka Suhib Khan and others 
WTre sent to Sattara ; and Mahomedea, Lutnhoo Burreali, Gidduo 
Burreah and others to Dharwar, and there detained fn confinement. 
Dreadipg lest they should be arrested, Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar and the 
Arcotiec Thugs, with their wives and families, left their homes in tho 
Dckhan, and went to Hyderabad, from whence part of them proceeded 
on the Masulipatain road and the remainder on the Kuroool road, and 
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who confessed were sure to swi/tg, while those who denied 
were e<|ually sure to get oiK A Daer Saer Saliih (Judge 
of Circui!) came froAi Banully and cxainiuecl us, and went 
back ; another came^ and as soon us he gut back he sent 

fixed tlieir residence in the vicinity of those places. Since that time the 
Arcottee TIjugs have not a^ain visited the DeLliim *lurin;r tiieir Thug 
expeditious. They range through the country bordering on tin; fiira coast, 
by iMasulipatiun, Itajainundry uud Chkacole ; or move by way of 
jIMa<Iraft up to Seriagapataui, and then back again to their own abodes. 

Tl»e Arcoltees are generally iiercditary Thugs, by caste Miissuliuaiis, 
nrc great caters of Heetloniit, usually wear Loongics like Sepoys, and 
oUlmi represent themselves to bo in the Company’s service, in order to 
secure themselves from molestation on the road. They bury the bodies 
of their victims securely, lest the secret of Thuggee shou.M be divulged, 
and are rnncli moro deceitful than the liekhuee Thugs, so that rich 
travellers and Sahookars place confidence in Iheai on account of their 
respectable appearance. Their niaiitier of strangling with the handker- 
chief, mode of burial, and other rites, are similar to those of llic Dekhneu 
Thugs, though there is some diiVerence in the slang language of Ihu 
Areottces. They generally use the Hiudustanee language in common 
conversation, though they also speak the Taiuiil. 

I recently obtaiiiorl intelligonce of Sheikh Alimed Jemadar and other 
Arcottec Thugs in the following manner. There was an Arcoltee Tliug 
named Kasim, who formerly came and resided with Sheikh Ahmed 
Jemadar, in the Af^'.oolpoor District. He contracted a marriage in tlio 
village of Uullondghee, but when Mr Miinro began to sei/.e Thugs, 
Kasim and his wife lied the country, iu company with Sheikh Ahineil. 
About two years ago, Kasim’s futher-io-lavv named Ismael, left Bultund- 
ghee in Search of his son-in-law. Aftersoino lime Ismael returned, bringing 
with him both Kasim and bis wife, ami they look up tlmir residence at 
the village of Cliour, in tlie Afzoolpoor IVrgunmili, where they were both 
residing at the time of my arrest, about three months ago ; and if they 
are seized they will be able to give correct intelligence regarding tho 
place of abode of the Arcottee Thugs. 1 heard from Isiuacl and Kasim 
that Sbcikli Ahmed, Maliomed Hoosaiii, and Kiiiaum Sabiit Arcollec 
Jemadars, with sixty followers, were living in some villages four or live 
boss on this side of Be/.warah, on the MasulipnUm road, appertaining to 
some Hiudoo llajah Zumeendar, beyond the Hydrabud Terri lory. 

There is also a female named Jugdiimah, who is a Jonadarnee of 
Thugs, with a party of upwards of 200 persuns, who reside iu certaiu 
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an order for our release. Ramdeen, who was hung last 
year at Cnwnpore, and Kesiirce Subahilar, who was hung 
hero lliis j ear, wore kept iu lor a short time longer. 

Q. — Was that Bamdeen your brother i 

Davcjf — \os, my eldest brother and father of 
Hecra approver, who is willi Mr, Wilson. 

(J). — Mow long was this before Mr. Stock welFs proceed- 
ings ? 

DavAoj The l.stalole Kee Gurdee, (the Stock- 

well inroad) took place very soon after. Dojja was one of 
the men arrestod.*^' 

Dojja, — Yes; Slockwell and Perry Saliibs scraped 
together some* two hundred of us at Afynporoo, but a 
Daer Suer Suhibcaine from Bareilly, and released all for 
whom the Zumecmlars would give security. The twenty 
who could not got it were relaincd. 

Davet/ Deen. — Yes, I remember, Mr. Stock well and 
Perry went down in the same buggy to the Sahib and 
told him that they had secured ns at much cost and 
trouble, and that we were all aseel, ihorov^h-bred Thvgs ; 
but he said it would not do to keep us upon mere general 
report, particularly if the Zumeendars would vouch for 


villages Ixilonginp; to soaie Uajaii, situated llifco days jouvney on this side 
of tSangalorc. The Thugs of her gang- proceed on expejli lions towards 
MasuHpatam and Chicacole. Jugduinah is ubont .>0 years of age, and 
has two sous naiTied Sirdar Khan and Uurree Khun, besides her own 
two brothers. She exercises the unlhority of jemadaruee herself, but 
sends h< r sons and brother:* out in charge of the gang ; she has amassed 
great wealth by the practice uf Thuggee. 

(A true TransIaU ;«) 

(Signed) P. A. KEYNOLDS, SnpL 

(True Copy) 

W. H. SLEEMAN. 

^ See Appendix V. 
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US. He went to Calcutta, and si:: inontlis after came 
back and caused ns all to he released, hy an order from 
the Slid nr, e\ce[>t eighteen. 

Dqjja ^ — But they got hold of me again two years 
after, and kept me in fur lifteeii years doing all kinds 
of work. 

Khoda Biiksh. — Mr. Stockwell seized me and six 
others at Oiiri'ya, and we were si'ut to liitliore and 
kept at Rabnkureo, with some luiiidrcd of the Thugs, 
for move than six; montlis, when Rchlee Kahili ordered 
us seven to cut mnttee (work on the roads) for a year, 
after which wc got oH*. Cheynooa Jjrahinan and his 
brother ILiloseo arc still at largo. Miinsa was hung hero 
the', other day. Bhowaiieo died in the Sangor Jail, and 
Donlui. Braiimun died at home. Uarnali Lodliee is here 
one of I he a|>[)r<»\ ers i 

(1 . — it was not your relation Asliraf Jemadar, who 
ill ;iti!l at large, among tlie niimber ? 

Kltoda Jht/erdt,- Is o, he was not witli ns. 

Ferir-fjeeu , — Ashraf never got the rank of Jemadar 
(if Thugs. 

y^o//k^■ar. — Von mistake, he is a Jemadar. 

--Nione but his own relations ever called 

him so. 

f^,— Hut I find him entered as a Jemadar in the book ? 

Ferlujieea , — Von may write him down a kh^fj in your 
book if you please, but he was no Jemadar of ours. 

Zolfiikar, — Had lie been a Bruhrmm like yourself, 
instead of a Mnsnlman, you would have thought him so. 

Q. — But how did the Znineendars venture to give 
security for you all ; they must have known you to be 
Thugs? 

Dave Dyeen, — They knew us very well, hnlthey had then 
confidence in us ; they thought we should keep uur own 



( 2«2 ) 


secrets, and if we did so, iiu one else would be able to 
convict ns and get them into trouble. 

Zolftthar, — V’es ; there was then something like rcli^ 
gion and g(>od faith ( Dhnrum lieman) among us, and we 
found frieiuls every where. W here could we fiiul thcMiinow ! 

Davtnj DeetK — W'hen £ and my brothers were seized by 
Mr. Moncktou, the Zumcetular would have given any 
security for us. 

Ferhiffeea. — When Madhoo w'us seized by Mr. Benson 
and sent to Sangor from Etawa, they would have given 
ten thousand rupees security for him. 

Kiileean Sintf. — When our gang was arrested at 
Uoshuiiguhad, was there not a scramble umr>ng the I fill 
Chiefs ami Zumeendars to get ns released upon their 
security ! Did not many both there and at Jnhulpore, who 
had never seen us in their lives, make their agents ollbr 
any security that could he demanded ibr our future good 
behaviour. 

Q . — And why did they do tliis f They no doubt thought 
you very innocent ami respectable men nmier misfortunes 

Kuheau Shif/. — Not at all. managed to persuade 

them (hat we could, by being allowed to follow our old 
trade under I heir protection, be made a new source of 
revenue to (hem. We told (hem that we would pay for 
the little land we might cultivate in their villages more 
than fifty times its value. 

Chotee. — Did not the Khyrooa Chief stand a long siege 
from his master, the Jhansee Rajah, before he would give 
up eight or ten of us i 

Kmn Khan, — And was not the Malmrajab of Gwalior 
obliged to send two large guns and a great force against 
Bhuniina Zuineendar of Bahmanpora before he would 
give us up; and were not several lives lost in the action 
which continued from daylight till nine in the morning. 
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Bhumma was very fond of us, particularly of our Jema- 
dar (ihol.ili Kluui, whose father had ho<m hung* the year 
before at Saugor, and who is now an approver with 
Mr. Thomas, and ho said ho would rather die than give 
us up : but poor man bo bad only sixteen muskets to 
fight with, and had got into disgrace at Court by not 
paying his rents! Tlie Lord Salnb (Lord William 
lionlinck) must have beard the guns, for ho and tiio llao 
Sahib wore encamped only a few miles olVat the time ^ 

Dudoo — Ves, and yon strangled Larroo, the 

poor female spy,’^' whom we sent in to look after you. 
Wo heard it afterwards from a dancing girl of the place : 
And wo had innch tronldo to got you after all, for the 
Amil would not give up the live Thugs whom he had 
secured, unless we gave him a receipt for ih(' ten who 
had got away also, saying, tlnnv. had been troubh? and 
fighting enough fur tiftv Thugs/' This we refused to do 
Iir>wev<?r. 

Ka(M Khav,--\. know nothing about Larroo's death. 
She must have been killed somewhere else, 

Q. — What gives a man the rank of Jemadar.? 

Dorfjlia, — A )»an who has always at command the 
moans of advancing a month or two’s subsistence to a 
gang will he called so; a strong and resolute man, whoso 
ancestors have been for many generations Thugs, will 
soon get the title, or a very wise man, whose advice in 

* Tlicro is no iloubt that this party did strangle this woman, the wife 
of Peer Jiiilvsii approver. She hud traced them to tho vi]la}ro hef«>n*, 
anil now accompanied tho guard sent to arrest them. She entered the 
village alouu and was never after seen. They will not acknowledge that 
they killed her. A Nujeeh and a trooper who entered the village ia 
the disguise of Fukerrs, to verify Larroo's infurinatiun the first time, 
bad a very narrow escape. They were obliged to plunge into the river 
t^hnmbul, and remain up to their chins in water, a whole night, while the 
Thugs and villagers were searching every bush on the bank. 
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diflicult cases lias weight with the gang; one who ha« 
inilueuce over local aiilhoriti€?s, or the native offiijors of 
(jourts of justice; a man of hanclsome appearance and 
high bearing, who can feign the man of rank well — all 
these things enable a man to get armnid him a few who 
will consent to give him the fees and title of J(?mndiir; 
blit it requires very high and numerous qualilications to 
gain a man the title of i:uil)aluiar. 

find 3 icPTi- Mi; iiR 1833 . 

Q , — What age are you ^ 

Shnmslwra. — I am about t wonly-four. 

Q , — Wiiere do uai reside ; 

SliumHftera, — My family have resided iu the village of 
Chorkeya, twenty r^oso north east from (ihazeopore and 
in that district, Jbr tiireo or four gem'ralioii.s, but my father 
absconded, and his creditors bocarno very importiinala 
for tlie payment of tlie money be owed, and I and my bro- 
ther Runjeel, who is now iu the (jhazooporo Jail, wore 
obliged to go and reside in the village of BhiU’ajporc. six 
cose north from Cliiipura. Four moutlis after this we 
were both seized by i\Jr. iiniitli and brought to (Jliazec- 
pore two years ago next October* 

Q , — I understand you have served with the River 
Thugs of Bengal i 

ShiinisJicra, — On one occasion only. I hatl been on one 
expedition with ililawmr Khun and one with Futteh 
Khan, and after these I went with Dhowur Khan and 
Moradun, two Lodalni Thug.s, and joined Jhoulee Khan 
the fair and Gholainun. Jhodeb Klian had a man to 
carry his bundle by name Nathoo, as he was to act thia 
season' with %Typaul Ivaet, a Jemadar cf the Bongoos, or 
River Thug.s, lie acted as their Solha, or iaveigler, this 
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reason. AVc joined .Typaul at the Mormakeya Gliat, 
liv^here lie had two boats at llio diflerent Chats, two and 
three rose irom each other. Jhoulco Khan hrou^'ht two 
Beetoofi to the hoal which .lypaul coinniaiideil in person, 
and Bhowur Klian and J embarked with them. As soon 
as we had all got on board, Jypaul said hi Kuniasee, “lot 
the Boras (Thugs) .separate ihemselves from the jRcc/oo.v/* 
and we did so, leaving tlio Uvo travellers together. Four 
men were on the Imnk pulling along the boat, one was at 
the helm, acting at the same lime as the .Byhnrcca or spy, 
and seven of the gang were below with us and the 
travellers. AVo hud got on about a cose when the 
Bfiki(rm( at the helm, seeing all clear, called out “ Bhug- 
iia ko pawn do,’' give iny .sisters son pawn. This was their 
mode of giving llie or signal, and llie two 

JJeotoos w<.‘ro strangled, xAfter stningling them, they 
broke their spinal bones by putting ihcir knee.s upon 
their backs, and jiulling up their heads and shoulders. 
After doing this llnw pu.shed them out of a kind of win- 
dow hi the .side. l:)>ery boat has two of these wirulows, 
one oil each side, and they put the bodie.s out of that 
towards the river. Tlioy break the spinal bones to 
prevent all chance of the people reoovering and giving 
evidence against them. We generally slab the dead 
bodies Ihrungh on both sides under the arm futs ; but 
they are afraid to cut or stab the body lest there should 
he signs of blood upon the water as the corpses pass 
other boats lliat are following them on the river. 

Q. — AVhat liooty did you get ? 

^/mwsJiera . — We got only sixteen gniida.s of pice (61), 
two brass lofah.s, and the old clullies which the two meu 
wore. It was hardly worth dividing. But coming on near 
Moughere, Jhoulee Khan, with whom we had landed and 
gone along on the road near the river, inveigled another 
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mon, a Beeloo from Bengal going to Gnya on Pilgrimage, 
Aviio yielded six^tcen gundas of rupees, and we six got 
fifteen of them among us — at least Jhoulee Khan shared 
only lifleen with us. 

Q . — How was he disposed of? 

Shumshera.—lxi Ibo same manner as the others 1 
believe, but I did not go on hoard this time. Jhoulee 
Khan and Bhowur Khan embarked with him and brought 
back our share of the booty. After this allair 1 left them 
near Monghero, as I got very little and grew melancholy, 
as tliero were no Thugs of my own clan or district. They 
were ail liutif/oos and Loduhas. 

(1 . — What became of JypauFs other boat ? 

SItumshera,—^t wailed for other passengers, and we 
did not sec it again, as the boats go on from Ghat to 
Ghat without returning till they reach the end of their 
voyage up the river. 

Q. — Were your father and grandfather Thugs ? 

S/nimshera,—l believe so. I learnt so from others, but 
I never Avas taken out with them on Thuggee. I was 
taught by Dilawiir Khan Jf3madar, of Choubarin Chupra, 
son of Ciioramun ; he has two brothers, Dokkee and 
Futtih, and all three are very noted Thugs, but they are 
also cultivators. 

Q . — Ihit hoAv could you be ignorant of your father being 
a Thug when he used to go every season ou Thuggee ? 

Shimshera . — He and my uncle Dondee used to say 
that they had been in service, and we never beard them 
say any thing of Thuggee. I should have known nothing 
about it had I not been taken out by Dilawnr, Fulfeh 
Khan, and afterwards by Jhoulee Khan the Fair, who told 
me that 1 was of a very high Jamaldehee family of 
Thugs, the claA from which he and all the Lodahas 
sprung. i 
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Q.— “How are the River Thugs not suspected by the 
people who live on the banks of the river I 
Shumshera.-^Thoy are very well known by the Goreyts 
(police-men), and some other people of the small villages 
along the banks of the Ganges; they sometimes keep their 
boats near these villages for several days together. The 
two lotahs taken from the two men whose murder I have 
described, were given to the Gorcyt of the village of 
More, whom Jypaul after the murder sent o (I* for eight 
annas worth of spirits. These Thugs never keep any 
part of the booty hut the money, lest it should bring them 
into trouble. The clothes of the two men were thrown 
into the river. The principal men of the gting, nr the 
shrewdest of them go along the roads, each having u 
servant carrying his bundle and proceeding towards the 
CbAt where bis boat is to be found, wlietiier going up or 
down the river. When a traveller overtakes him, ho 
learns whither ho is going, pretends to be ignorant of 
the road, to be going to the same place with the traveller, 
but to be entirely unacquainted with it, and anxious to 
have somebody to instruct him. If the traveller had not 
intended to go by water, the Thug soon pretends to l)o 
much tired, and wishes that he were near a boat. The tra- 
veller expresses the same wish, and they agree to diverge 
from tho road to the river. Coming to the Ghat the Thug 
pretends that he is a good hand at a iiargaio, and is allowed 
to agree for a passage for both. Ho beats down the master 
of his own boat, after a good deal of disputing, to half 
price, and the Beetoo is much pleased and expresses his 
gratitude ; they embark, and tlic Beqtoo is killed as soon 
as they get a^way from utlicr boats. If the Beetoo sus- 
pects or dislikes the first man, he soon falls in with the 
inveigicr of another boat who learns it by a sign, and 
pretends to enter into the Beetoo’s feelings and anxiety 
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to throw off the first, who on some pretence remuins 
behind, whiJe his friend takes on the traveller to Iho’ 
other boat further on than bis own, where he is disposed 
off. They are much initre numerous tlian we are. I have 
not beard of more than about thirty families of Moteeas, 
and thp Lodalms arc not much above two hundred men, 
but the Bongoos are very numerous I have beard. 

— What do they consider the best season for their 
work ? 

SfinmslLera, — The months of November, Derember, 
January, and February. Jn March it becomes too hot, 
and in the rains like river is ctmsLclcrcd to be too rapid, 
and the boats cannot be pulled along the banks. 

Q, — AV^is your brother Rnnjeet a Tliug 'i 

SJuiui,skvru. — Never; be never went on Thuggee, and 
used often to aiimouisb me against going, but I did not 
attend to him. 

Imam Buksh and BidliUmur are sent for. 

Q.-^How was it that this lad's father, Madar Buksh, 
an old and noted Thug, did not initiate him himself! 

Butliiatvur . — His father used to drink very bard, and 
ill his Ills of intoxication he used to neglect his prayers, 
and his days of fast. All days were the same with him. 
This lad, Sbumshera, was always sober and reliyioasly 
disposed, and separated from his father, living always with 
hib uncle Dotidee, who was a very worthy and good uuui. 

Q * — But he was a Thug also '{ 

BukhUmur.~\i;^s, he was, but he did not tell this boy so. 

Q. — This^iad says the Bongoos are;^,^uowa to the 
villagers on the bank of the rivet ! 

is a mere hey | if th% were kuo^vn to 
the villiigers, hdit^cotild they escape so well. They rarely 
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keep their boats near villages; but when they do, they 
coocilinto the Goreyts and other police men that they may 
not ask questions. 

Q. — They never keep any thing but money ho says ? 

Bukhtaumr, — Rarely. They throw every thing else 
away in order to kecji clear ol* the (hisloui-house 
searchers who are very numerous in that quarter. 

<J.~ITe tells me that Jhonlec Khan the Fair has become 

river Thug ! 

B^ikJilaxcnr, — Yes, for the last seven years Jhoulee 1ms 
taken to the river ; ho bought a boat or two with some of 
them, and being a very clever man he makt)s one of their 
best inveiglers I hear. 

Q . — And his namesake ! Jhouloe Khan the Black ! 

liukhlimur, — He keeps to . the roads, and he has 
villages to lake care of. He rented two villages from Dolar 
Chondburee, who is a Rajah without a Tihik^ whose 
son-in-law demanded from him the rent rather liarshly ; 
Jhoulee was a proud man, and gave him a drubbing 
with bis shoe, and the Rajah got him seized and scut to 
Mozuflerpoteas a Thug. He was twelve years in prison, 
and has been at large for the last ten years, reporting 
himself to the police in person every eight days, while 
his brother, Tuiwur Khun, leads out his gang on the 
roads. They are both very groat men, Imt Jhoulee Kbati 
the Fair is the greatest. He knows every Thug in Bengal, 
whether on the river or the land. 

ft.— Were not Some of your family lately hung at 
Ghazeepore? 

Imam Rtfi-s/e.— Yes. My two brothers Kliuda Biiksh 
and Peer Buksh wore hung in September, two years ago, 
I am the oldest and last. 

^.-^And how did yon escape ? 



Imam were taken in the fact (literally 

‘^Jjash-ke-uper,” upon the bodies,*) but I was taken 
afterwards at home. They offered to^. release me on 
security, and when I was ready to give it, they sent me 
off to Saugor.f 

. W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Gmh Supt, 


* The bodies in this caso could not bo found I bslieve by the Magis- 
Irate of Ghazeepore, but the evidence was sitHicicntly dear without them. 

t Sec AppcQdiiL*>-lisl of Uiver Thugis— W. 


£ND OF THfi FIRST VOJLGMB. 







APPENDIX A. 


CORTH!;SPONnEX(.:E BETWEEN CAPTAIN 
SLEEiMAN AND MR. 8TOCKWELL. 


Savtjor, 7th Fehmary^ 1S33. 

Dkar Sik, 

% have now before me several pri- 
vate and public letters written by you so long b^ck as 
181G on the suliject (»f Thugs, and as you may be pleased 
to learn something of Lite subsequent history, of the lead- 
ing characters wiiom you then njenlioned as being at" 
large and at their ‘‘ dreadful trade/- In take the liberty 
to enclose a few genealogical tables, of the families of 
some of the approvers now under my charge. Shqald 
you not have preserved copies of these letters 1 shall 
have much pleasure m forwarding thorn to you> fur 1 have 
often referi^ to thclm with interest and advantage. 

1 hope you will pardon the liberty 1 lake in saying that 
it is to me, and mpst be to every one who knows any thing 
of the the sodeess or aii 

attempt so interesting to humanity, a source ipf sincere 
gratification to find you again so unexpectedly piac^^|a> 
^ituatio^ wfaeri^your abilities and former expetici^^arp 
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likely to be of such important advantage. Indeed I may 
very honestly say, and without any wish to be complimen- 
tary to a Gentleman whom 1 have never had an opportu- 
nity of seeing^, that I consider year appointment to the 
Doo^h providanlial ; and to complete our success all that 
is wanting' seems to me to bo your appointment as a 
Special Commissioner to try all the Thugs arrested in the 
ditlercnt districts ofthoDooab and the Kingdom of Oude, 
and health and strength to enable you to get through the 
Herculean labour. This tribute 1 pray you to accept 
from one who has known you only through your repute 
as a public Ofliccr, and who may perhaps never have 
an opportunity of becoming personally acquainted with 
you. 

My part in the work T consider as an episode in my 
life. It is a duty to which I have devoted willingly and 
zealously all tbe little ability that. God has given me, but 
it is one to which none of us would be led from taste or 
inciinatiou. It is one rei|uiring (he finest abilities, hut one 
to which fine abilities would in»t from choice be directed. 
If the protection of life and property be the first duty of 
Government, never did any object more imperatively call 
for the application, of ail its energies than this; and I 
trust no considerations will induce it to relajc, or its pub- 
liCi^Officers to withhold their cordial co-operatiou in the 
■■■wprk. 

Believe uie, dear Sir, yoor’s very faithfully, 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN. 

' VG, iStockwell, Esq.,- . . .-.v-' 


SlockwoU had for some years been Commissioner 'ia 
retara to the Dooi|b was to me quifil^expected^ . ■ 
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Cawnpore, 24tk October, 1833* 

Mv Dear Sir, 

An experiment is about to be 
made of what con be done with Thug cases in our 
Courts of Law, for Mr. AVilson’s Shawl case will come 
before me immediately, and we shall seo what effect is 
produGCMi by the result of this trial. I have done what is 
in me to have the preliminary proceedings indisputably 
correct — 1st, by obviating cavil at my bolding a trial 
while the Sessions Judge is on the spot, which has been 
done by obtaining the opinion of the Nixamiit in favor 
of my so doing — 2fidly, by avoiding a chance that a com- 
milment by Mr. AVilson isS not deemed quite legal. He 
bus no letter making him a Joint Magistnite, nor has he 
been Gozetto«l as such, while the letter from (.■overnment 
to the Nizamutonl^ speaks of the districts in which ho 
ought to be made joint — not that he has been so made. 
This we overcome by getting the Magistrate to join'* in 
the commitment without however touching the case, and 
thus I think wc start fair. 

Of Wilson I will not pretend to give you any ac- 
counts. A ou are aware of his activity and zeal, and 
doubtless be keeps you acquairiled with his movements 
and their results, lie may too tell you, though he Hiight 
not tell me and has not, if any thing is done by me of by 
my subordinates xybich frustrates bis endeavours. And 
if so you will possibly let me know what docs thwart him, 
for certes be ha.-^ my anxious wishes for the success of 
the most important l^olice measure that has beei> adopted 
in my time. May your liedltfa so rally and your strength 
be so renovated that you may remain to superintend that 
measure to its triumphant conclusion. 1 can hardly say 
more of it thuj^at 1 have heard persons equa% unknown 
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to you and to me, hut who have travelled through your 
districts call down blessings on yonr head for the security 
to the lives and property of travellers which had been 
brought about by your exertions and penetration. This 
is the sort of praise which must come home to a man's 
breast, and as I said, the persons knew neither you nor 
me personally, so it is genuine. I hope yon got lists of 
Thugs s^t to you under two separate covers from 
Fultehg'hur and Cawnpore. 

Believe me, very truly yours, 

(Signed) G. STOCKWELFj. 

To Captain Slkehan, 8cc. &c. 


Cawnporf'y Cyth November y 18 ?}^. 

My Dear Sir, 

Wilson's coninntment came before 
me at the close of last inonlli. It took me Iwo days fo 
make extracts from bis proceedings and five more to take 
the trial. Of a jury of nine who were called, only six 
attended, of whom one <leseiTed on the third, another on 
the fourth day of trial, leaving four by whom the verdict 
was delivered. Their jmigineiit was more free from 
bias tjfan that of an English jury, because there were no 
advocates to lead, nor was there any summing up by me, 
whence my leaning might have been discovered. At first 
the business seemed to go against their grain, and to be 
beyond their belief ; but, as point after point was deve- 
lopedf ROd each fresh head of evidence fitted into that 
which had gone before, cpnyic^ entered their minds. 
Aft^r retitking for an hour into a separate room they 
returned with a verdict of guilty : they brought in three 
men gdilt|^if the actual murder, and the mime three with 
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three others guilty of removing the bodies, stabbing and 
throwing them into a^well ; and a seventh guilty of being 
with them, though not at the murder. The nine accused 
of receiving, sharing and passing the stolen properly were 
also convicted. Of these last I have acquitted and released 
two. The rest must await the orders of the Nisfiuiiiut hy 
whom I suppose some will be hanged. Tint the trial will 
not yet be subiiiitled, as it came out l)(d'ore me that two 
of the Jemadars, Riinidcon and Bhngga, had been for throe 
years in the Fiirruckabad jail on a charge of 'rimggeo, 
whence they wore released but two months before they 
set out on this expedition. The papers have been sent 
for from tiiat Zillali. Should yon desire a more detailed 
account 1 will send over my notes of the evidence, though 
noU?s arc rarely useful to any htit him l)y whom they aio 
made, and with them a copy of iny address, which will ho 
brief, to the ]\i;^auiut when laying* my proceedings beftue 
them. 

As I am about to (piit the Dooab, it will bo beyond my 
power to lend that aid to Wilson’s operations which I 
trust they have re(;oivo<l in my eljaracler of moderator 
between him and our Magistrates. 15ut I hope the foun- 
dation which has been laid by his own good sense and 
conciliatory manner towards functionaries and people, and 
the footing on which I have put him with them, wdll 
preserve to him all necessary inihienco. And that it 
may be rendered efficient, 1 have to day, in a demi-official 
to Mr. Maeswoen, advised that Wilson should he Joint 
Magistrate in the districts within this and the Allahabad 
Division. Any particular trials can still ho referred tome, 
if it be so wished, at Moradabad ; and in respect to 
hearing them, there is: no objection nor reluctance on tiiy 
part. I cannot however but think that an arrangement 
is 'reqaired for trying the Jumaldahee Twigs whose 
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depredations are committed in Oiulc. The venue cannot 
be changed to oiir Courts, and Saugor appears to me too 
distant Would not t!ie Government instruct the Resi- 
dent to hold those trials* ? 

Relieve me, my dear Sir, very truly and fiiithfully yours, 
(Signed) G. S TOCKWELL. 

To Captain Slkeman, &c. &c. 


AiMMLNDIX B. 

English proemUngs of the Thug Iriah held ul 
(jlhazcepoor and Jieoarcs in 1833-34. 


To 

WELBV JACKSON, Ksqi ir.E, 


Siu, 


Kegisfer io the ^iizamul Adawlnt for 
the Western Provinces at A Uahahad. 

1 herewith transmit to be laid liefore 


Court of f5fssioiis 
of Zillah Ghazoopoor 
Trial, No. 5, of the 
CulcDctar for Sessions 
of August, 1835. 

1. Shewaahae Loll, 
CotiiastHh of IVr- 
sotuin Dotis Shull, 
I’roseculors. 

2- iHlu&st. Phooiccab, 
.3> Jhunuoc, 

Vetms. 

1. !PecrllukhBKhan, 


the Nizainut Adawlut the proceedings 
upon tlie Trial, noted in the margin, 
lieid at the station of Ghazeepoor on 
the 24th, 2(Ub, 27th, 2Utli and 3()th 
days of August, 1833, A. D. 

2. There are three Prosecutors — 
Shewsahae Lull deposes that he is a 
Gomastali of Persotnm Doss Shah, a 
Mnhajun of the city of Benares, by 
whose directions he, the Prosecutor, 
purchased u quantity of Kinkaubs 


This ba» since been done. 
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Hukhs 


2. Kurruui 

Khao, 

3. Bechook NoorbaiT, 

4. KhoJubukha Kliaii, 

5. Sheikh Durvcidh, 
G. Peeroo Khan, 

7. Sheikh Buktuur, 

and 

8. Sheikh Ammee. 

Charge. 

Ia/ Count 
Thu^ge, attemled 
iiuirdtT of Piir- 
(Jil Khan am] Bml- 
dhaie labourer* 

2d Count, 
Murder of Punlil, 
Khan and liudUhaie 
lahourer. 
lat April, 


and oilier costly clotlis of Benares 
inaniifacture in value about 450 rupees, 
placed them iu a wooden box, sent 
the box to the Benares Custom 
House, where he look out a Ilow- 
anniili, and had the box properly 
secured with rnpe and )noonijaniali, 
the last .‘Jiinufs boiii<i- si.'c\iri:d »y wax 
bearing; the Cust(/iii House Seal, en- 
ter fained Piirdil Khan as Peon in 
cliar^e, and Buddhaio Cooley to carry 
the Ijox ; and upon the 2«Slh Mandi, 
18-13, corrospondini;’ to the :2::Jd Cisaif, 
J210 Fy*, sent ofV the .said Purdil 
Khan and Budrihaie, with directions 
to deliver the bos. to tlie house of 
Gouriloal Bam ami Buaarsoe Bam, Muhajnas, re.siding; 
in the Town of Ciiuprah, Zillali of Suriiru 

He further declarcvs, that tliodi.Uancu botweon Bonarcis 
and Clinprali is travelled in six day.s, but that cii^htcen 
days elaj)scd witiiout bis receiving; any liding-.s that tln 3 
goods had reachc'd Chuprah, or of llio.se to whom he liad 
entrusted them ; when upon the nineteonlli day, a letter 
reached him by the Dak fromSiinguinlall and Biiilakeedo.s.s 
Aluhujuusof the Town of Gha/.cepoor, acquainting him 
with the apprehension of a gang of roblicrs having in 
their possession considerable property of a nature similar 
ot that wdiich he, the Prosecutor, bad entru.sted to Purdil 
Khiin. 

he then repaired to ChazcepfKn*, taking with him 
the Btiejnck of the property, and having nvado known the 
Q^iLSlon of bis comiug to the Magistrate, the property in 
Co^rt was compared with the Beejiick and found to 
correspodd, and (bat after inspection he was emihled to 
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swear to the whole property as being that which by his 
directions Fardil Khan and Buddhaie took from Benares 
to carry to Cbiiprah. 

Musst. PJiooleah, The wife of Purdil Khan corro- 

borated tho circumstance of her husband having b^n 
engaged fur the trip by Ghous Khan, a Jemadar in tho 
employ of Shewsahae Lall last named, and to her husband 
having sent her a message on the day he set ont, saying 
he should return in six. days. That he never has re- 
turned and she now hears he has been murdered ; she 
recognises a sword and a dagger in Court as having 
been her husband’s weapons. 

Tlifi liiiril Prose- A Cliowdry of Coolies at Benares, 
cuior, Jlmniioo, corroborates ibe dispatch of a box by 

Sliev^sahae Lall in chat go of Purdil K han, and his having 
ftirhistied Buddhaie Cooley in virtue of his ollice, to carry 
the box, lie appears as a prosecutor in conse([uence of 
Ills being f3uddhaie’s uncle. 

KVuicnco fur the facts slated by the Prose- 

Prusrcuiion. cutors, that is the purchase of tho 

property, the taking out a llowatinali at the Benares 
('ustom IJoiisc*, (ho entertaining of Purdil Khan and 
Buddhaie, and the dispatch of the box in their charge, 
and the identity of the properly with that in the Court, 
is firmly established by the following evidence: 

Ramlowtun Raie, Who was employed by Shewsa- 

hae Lull to purchase the goods. 

Baboo NoorbHiT, Who hiiiiself muiiufaclurcd the 

greater part of the goods, sold them to Shewsahae 
an4 who was present at the purchase of those artiiyt^s not 
made by himself, ^ ^ 

Stthaie, A tailor in the employ of ^ 

saliae Lall, who sewed the cloth pfltoking cases, /^ho 
se^cd on the frij}||pd a Bomber of articles, who asiHsied ; 
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in packing' tlie goods, and who afterward saw the box, 
with the Custom House seals and nioonijainnh attached 
to it. 

Gbous Khan, Jemadar of Shcwsahac Lai I, who 

engaged Purdil Khan and Buddhaie Cooley, and assisted 
in packing the box. 

4lb.~I now proceed to (he evidence wliich is adduced 
to prove that this property of the Prosecutor Slicwsahae 
Lall was found upon the prisoners. 

sluiUi Oudan, a Deposes that, on (ho 2il ^\pril 1833, 
Uurkuu'Jaz in the he was travelling along the road upon 
'lhaunali of Bansdee, business connected with the Police, 
in an easterly direction, when just as ho was about to 
enter the village of IVreircc To!/’ be met seven men 
corning from Moiree I’al. That ho at once recognised 
KiUTocm liuklis, Pceroo Khan and Ktirruin Alli, having 
chanced to see thorn once bcbirc, wdien they were under 
trial for a former oifence ; that ho spoke to them slightly, 
and then, passing thoin, entered the village* That sus- 
pecting their purpose, be got together some of the 
Zemindars and Gorails of Meiree l*a!, and gave imme- 
diate pursuit ; that coining in sight of them about a mile 
from the village be found they had divided intf) two 
parties and taken cl iffo rent roads, one parly consisting of 
Peeroo Khan, No. G, Sheikh Durvoish, No. 5, and Kho- 
dali Buklis Khan, No. 4, having taken a road due west, 
and the other party of four persons, Poor Bukbs No. 1, 
Kurreem Bukhs No. 2, Beecliook No. 3, and Kurrurn 
AK having gone by a road in a N. W. direction ; that 
seeing this, be sent Atchiirnbit Sing and Lalsa Goraito 
after the first party, and himself, accompanied by Shew- 
deai Sing, "Keener Sing, Pran and Gunga, pursued the 
SQcdnd party, and that lie was thus enabled to apprehend 
the Vwl^ole of thes# seven persons,^ wpofii four of whom 

B 
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Peer Bukhs (No. 1) Kurreem Bukhs (Ndi2) Beecbee 
(No. 8) and Durvcish (No. 5) he found bundles of pro< 
pertv. 

That he then proceeded with the whole party id the 
direction of his Thannab» and had reached a Pokeree in 
Bansdce, when the prisoners entreated for their release, 
odering him fifty rupees cash, for which one of their party 
was to be sent, and a piece of Kinkah ; that he declined 
their offers, and lodged them safely at the Thannah, 
where the property found on them was duly examined, &c. 

Tlie whole of the above testimony from the moment 
that Sheikh Oudan entered Meirec Tal and gave the 
alarm, till he delivered the prisoners into the custody of 
the Tliannadar is corrohoraled by the following evidence: 

Sti^wdeal Sing, resident Zemindars and Gooraits 

Reener Sing, village of Meirce Tal, added 

Lal»a Goraite which the prisoners* when examin- 

Prao Goraitp, ed by the Tliannadar, and in their sub- 
sequent deiiositions, admitted having the property in their 
possession, though they attempted to account for that 
circumstance in a way which will be noticed in the 
defence. 

5tb. — Having thus traced the property with which 
Purdil Khun and Buddhaie set out from Benares to carry 
to Ghuprab, into the possession of the prisoners, 1 now 
proceed to the evidence, tending to shew how far Purdil 
Khan would appear to have reached on his way. 

It is to he observed that Purdil Khan having charge of 
goods liable to pay duties and for which be held a 
Rowannnh of the Benares Custom House, was obliged to 
present himself and shew bis Bowannak at all the CQslom 
H^iise Ch£Wkces on the road. We have accordingly tfao 


The'fpar priftooeri on whom 


foirad. 
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evidenoe of the following persons to the point in question : 

Karranmt All, ^!i^ationed at the Custom House 

Cbowkee Goomtec Mohamah at Patna, to whom Purdil 
Khan shewed the box and Rowannali, and who took a 
copy of the Rowannah on the 28th March. 

LaiJjeelall, Stationed at the Chowkee Bulleab, 

31 coss east of Patna on the road to Chuprah, who look a 
copy of the Rowannah which was presented to him by 
Purdil Khan ; he forgets the date, but from other sources 
it appears to have been the 81 st March. 

Biisaunt Sing, Stationed at Chowkee Rursund, 2 

coss east of Chowkee Ralleah on the Chuprah road, who 
minutely details the person and dress of Purdil Khan, 
the Cooley, the box with red Moomjamnh and seals, his 
questioning Purdil Khan, who described himself as travel- 
ling from Benares to Chuprah, and lo whom ho assigned 
a lodging in the house of Shewchurn Candoo for that 
night (31st,) 

Shewchurn Candoo, In wlioseliousc at Bursund, Purdil 
Khan slept. 

Sunkrr Gornit, Of Bursund, who described the 

person, dress, &.c. ^c. in a similar manner to Bussunt 
8ing. 

KiirrumAli, An accomplice to whom, under the 

provisions of Section III. Regulation X, 1824, a pardon 
was tendered by the Magistrate, — 

Who describes how he and the other eight Prisoners 
were out on the road in question, in quest of some victims 
oiv whom to exercise their profession (Thuggee); that they 
I'eaia.ined the uiglit of the 30th March tinder a tree, 
soQth^of the village of Balleah above-mentioned, the night 
of the 31st March opposite to and a little south of 
Bursund, and that on the 1st April, when about 2^ coss 
from Bursund, tliey fell in with Purdil Khan and the 
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Cooley carrying the box, with whom some of them joined 
company and accompanied them to Miirlee Chiipra, 6 coss 
distant from Bursiind; that there they all passed the nij;bt 
under a tree at a little distance from the village^ and that 
so early as 3 a. m, on the morning of the 2d April, they 
all set out and had proceeded but a short distance, when 
Pnrdil Khan and I3uddhaie were deprived of their lives 
in the usual way by strangulation ; their bodies deposited 
in a ditch between two gardens near the spot ; the 
box opened and property packed in bundles, and their 
apprehension at noon the same day near Meiree Tal by 
Sheikh Oudan Burkundaz. 

Connecting this evidence with that to the seizure of 
the Prisoners at Meiree Tal about noon on this very 
second of April, a distuuce of 8 coss west of Murlee 
Chuprali, we have undoubted proof that Purdil Khun 
and Buddhaie Cooley appeared at Bulieah and Bur- 
saud Chowkies, and slept at the latter place on the 3lst 
March and that the prisoners were apprehended at 
Meiree Tal proceeding westward and 8 coss from Murlee 
Chnpra by a cross road in an opposite direction on this 
2d April, — that consequently Purdil Khan and Biid- 
dhaie could not possibly have reached more than one 
stage beyond Chowkee Bnrsuud when deprived of the 
property. 

6th.— The evideuce to the following points has thus 
been detailed : 

1. The purchase and despatch of the property in 
charge of Purdil Khan and Buddhaie cn roiito to Chupra 
cm the 2oth March. 

3. The identity of the said property with thatitt^&e 

GcNICt. .'' 1 ^ 

3. The seizure of the prisoners on the 2d April, 
having this property in their possession. 
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4. Evideooe^ shewing^ that Purdil Khau coald not 
have reached heyond a day’s journey east of Bursund^ 
vvhere he slept on the 31st March. 

The fate of Purdil Khan and Buddhaio, and the cir- 
cumstances attending the robbery are detailed in the 
evidence of Kurreem Ali alone, from whose deposition a 
brief abstract of a part only has been made. It is now 
however necessary (o give it more in detail, as several 
connecting proofs have been elicited in couscquenco of 
the disclosures made by him. But first it is necessary to 
mention that at the Thannah, and in the first instance 
before the Magistrate, he made a defence similar to that 
of the other prisoners, and that it was not until tJie fhh 
of May, being one month and four days subsequent to his 
apprehension, that he gave his evidence upon oath before 
the Magistrate. 

He declares that in the month of Phngoon, the eight 
prisoners assemlded at the house of Kliader Bukhs (4), 
in the village of Tupiiee, and set out along the road to 
JVlirzapore in the hope of falling in with some booty. 
That he, Jvurroerii Ali, had promised to meet them for the 
same purpo:)e in the month of Cliuit, and agreeably to 
his promise, he in the month of Chait wont to the village 
of Tnpneo, and through Musst. Choheeali, a female slave 
of Khader Bukhs, enquired where he was to meet the 
gang. That Musst. Azeema, the wife of K hader Bukhs, 
was ill, and he did not see her, but that she sent him 
word by Choiieeah^ that ho would meet the gang at the 
village of Buiieah ; that he set out for Bulieah, and upon 
the same day, (he 30th March, reached Bulleuh, where 
be found the prisoners, and was informed by them 
that they bad been unsuccessful; tliat they remained that 


* Thisii corroborated by (bo ovbioaco of Mofist Cknheoali. 
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night under a tree sooth of Bulleah ; that the next day 
they removed to the vicinity of Bursand, ivhere they 
passed the night of the 31st ; that in the morning of the 
1st April they proceeded eastward, and six men had gone 
ahead, while three of the party, Khader Bukhs (4), Dor- 
veesb (5), Peroo Khan ((>), sat down by the road side to 
eat ; that after a while these three persons appeared, 
having Purdil Khan and the Cooley in company ; that in 
the act of passing their companions who were smoking by 
the road side, one of the three, Durveesh (5), falling behind 
joined them, and told them to come on to Murlee Cliupra 
about dusk in the evening. That they joined com- 
pany at Murlee Chopra, and took up their lodging 
under a tree near the village, being the usual resting 
place for travellers; that at 3 a. m. of the 2d April, 
Ammee awoke Purdil Khan, aud proposed to proceed, 
hut Purdil Khan, saying it was too early, declined ; that 
shortly after however the whole party proceeded, and 
while their companions scattered themselves to a Htilo 
distance with a view to prevent the approach of strangers 
Khader Bukhs (No. 4), Durveesh (No, 5), Buktour (No. 
7), and Ammee (No. 8), who continued near to Purdil 
Khan and Buddhaie, having seated them to ease them- 
selves, took advantage of the opportunity and strangled 
them ; that Ammee (No. 8), throw the phausee, and Dar'« 
veesh (No. 5), pulled out the legs of Purdil Khan, while 
Khader Bukhs (4), threw the phausee round Buddhaie’s 
neck, and Buktour (7), held bis legs ; that the same 
persons then removed each their own victims and placed 
the bodies in a ditch between two Baggeohas ; that 
Kurreem Bukhs (2), took np the box, and Khader Bukhs 
the^degger and sword, belooging to Purdil Khan, and 
they all of them then proceeded westward, in the direct 
tioa of .Peeroo Khan’s house by a cross road ; that when 



( 15 ) 


they had reached a distance of about one ooss, they by 
Amhiee’s desire went into a field, and broke open tho 
box, where they divided the contents into four bundles, 
one a piece beinjj given to Dorveesh (5), Kurreem Buklis 
(2), Buctoar (7), and Ammee (8); that after having 
buried the pieces of the box and the strings and red 
rnoomjamah in the field, they again set out, and when 
near to Meiree Tal, Bukluur (7), and Ainmcc (8), pro- 
posed to get home by a shorter route, and giving their 
bundles to Peer Buklis and Beechook, separated from 
them when just entering Meiree Tab That the gang 
then went up to the Tnkkeah of Alice Bukhs Shah 
Faqueer, with whom Peeroo Khati (No. 6), deposited the 
sword belonging to the deceased ; that going onward^ 
they met Sheikh Oudan Burkundaz outside Meiree Tal, 
who suspecting them, and knowing some of them to be 
bad characters, got a party of Zemindars and Goraits 
from Meiree Tal, and appreliended them ; that they 
offered large bribes to Sheikh Oudan, but be would not 
listen to them, and lodged them at the Thannah ; he also 
declared that the dagger had been taken from Khader 
Bukhs by Sheikh Oudan. 

The evidence of Kurreem Ali presented several 
peculiar circumstances, each susceptible of indepen- 
dent proof, and upon the truth of which the credit due 
to that evidence would mainly depend, such as the find- 
ing of the sword, the dagger, the pieces of box and 
appendages, and the bodies, in the places indicated by 
Kurreem Ali. 

. The Magistrate at once observed the importance of 
inveatigating these points, and lost no time in deputing 
the Darogah of the Jail, an active and intelligent Officer, 
to make these investigations, accompanied by Kurreem 
AU; The result of this enquiry sabstantiating more or 
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less llie above;:^j|iomts I shall now detail from the evidence 
examined before this Court. 

Sivord, 

Alice Bukhs Shab, Describes the Sword being depo« 
laqaeer, sited with him by Peeroo Khan (6), 

on the day when the prisoners were seized. He also 
identifies the said Peeroo Khan and swears to the recog- 
nition of prisoners, Nos. 1, 2, ii and 4, as well as 
Knreeni Ali, saying they were standing near his Tukkeah 
when Peeroo Khan begged him to keep the Swords 

DuIIum Koerf‘ 0 , Inhabitant of Meireo Tal, deposes 
to the same fiicls as Ali Bukh Shah, hut even in a more 
particular way, recognising all the prisoners, save 7 
and 8, describing wdiat bundles he saw with each, bis 
evidence in this respect tallying with that at the Tiiannah 
respecting the search of the prisoners. 

The Sword was found in the Chupper of the Tuk- 
keeah. 

The Dagger 

Was found by search in the presence of witnesses, 
in the Petarah of Sheikh Oudan Burkundaz, who 
accounts for the circumstance by stating, that when he 
apprehended the prisoners, he espied the dagger in the 
kummer of Khader Bukhs (4), and fearing lest that pri- 
soned in dispute should attempt to do him an injury, he 
took it from him, and having put it away in his petarah, 
and being instantly sent upon other Police duties, he 
had 'never thought again of the Dagger till it was found 
in his petarah. 

The dagger is a shabby article, and worth scaveely 
one rupee ; some of the witnesses who assisted to seiae 
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the prisoners also depose to seeing the dagger in the 
kummcr of Kbader Duklis. 

Pieces of Box— Rope with Seals — Red Moomjamah. 

Nerkoo Chumar, Who reside in the adjoining vil- 
Kubum Alii Noor- lage, depose to being called upon to 
attend the Darogah ; that upon reach- 
ing the spot, a person whom they identify as Kurreem Ali, 
look them all to a field and by his directions they began to 
dig the ground, when after a little they found the rope with 
the seals and red mooinjamah ; that again ho took them to 
another held where a little below the surface they found 
some pieces of a box; that the first field was Beharie's, 
and the second field belonged to Reghar ; that both fields 
adjoin each other, with (ho road running between them* 

The Bodies, 

Kurreem Ali, it appears, pointed out the exact spot 
corresponding with his evidence whore the bodies had 
been deposited, but they were not found there. Upon tliis 
point— 

Bhoabiil Kaie, Who reside in the surrounding vil- 
li urrie Raie, Moheot depose to having heard that 

Omr^rNooI- murdered Irareliers 

laffftiidBarosaKoi. were lying between the gardens of 
ue, Thakoordutb Missir and Gunnaish- 

duth Missir, for some days about the time in question, 
but they either know not or are averse to disclose the 
manner in which they were removed. The latter seems 
the most probable. 

By a Roobekaree of the Maj'iatrate under date the 
27th Inly 1S33, it would appear that after a full enquiry 
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be considered this point to be established and pnnished 
by imprisonment and fine, those who had abetted the 
concealment of the bodies, instead of reporting the cir- 
cumstance to the Police. 

The Defence. The prisoners deny the charge in 

toto, and account for having the stolen property in their 
possession in the following manner— -that upon the day 
on which they were seized, it chanced that they were 
passing Mciree Tal, some upon one errand, some upon 
another, but without connection with each other, and 
that upon their reaching the well at Meiree Tal, Sheikh 
Oiidan Burkundaz laid hold of them apparently as beg- 
gars or coolies, and ordered them to assist in carrying 
some bundles, lying by the side of the well, to the 
Thannah ; that they objected to this coercive measure 
without effect, and ultimately were forced to obey, and 
that when they reached the Thannah they were denounced 
as Thugs, and saddled with the property os proof of 
their guilt. 

The prisoners have not attempted to prove this story, 
but they called witnesses priucipally to establish their 
l^ood conduct. 

Their evidence however far from astablishiog their 
claim to good character, represnt them as men who have 
ino ostensible livelihood, and in corroboration of the cha- 
racter assigned to them, mention their frequent absence 
from their homes for unknown purposes. 

Such is the evidence brought by the prisoners Nos; 2, 3, 
7 and 8; Kbader Buklis No. 4, and Peeroo Khan No. 6 
are owii brothers. The former brought two witnesses, one 
of whom denies all knowledge of him, and the other * 
bears he is a bad character, having been apprehended 
twice or thrice before. The latter brought two witnesses 
to prove he was a servant in an Indigo Factory near to 
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Meirce Tal, and had incurred the cnmityv of the inha- 
bit^Dts in the discharge of his duty as a peadah ; one of 
these witnesses has been 10 years, the other (J years a 
servant of the factory. They positively swear that the 
prisoner (No. 6,) never has been a servant of the factory 
during the above period. 

The Futwah Of the Law OITicer is to the fol- 

lowing effect; that from the corroboration of Uio several 
circumstances in the evidence given by Kurreem Ali, 
such as the finding of the pieces of the box and tbe 
cords bearing the seals of tbe Custom House at Benares, 
in spots pointed out by that witness, as well as the 
finding of the sword in the possession of Alice Biiklis 
Faqueer, with whom Pceroo Khan had placed it, and 
the dagger with Sheikh Oudan, both of which latter 
circumstances had been previously narrated by tbe said 
witnesses ; also, from the prisoners having been appre- 
hended together witli the property as well as, from the 
story told by llio prisoners, ‘‘ that Sheikh Oudan Bur- 
kundaz put the property on them by force,” being quite 
unworthy of credit, and as it would appear that the 
prisoners offered large bribes to the said Sheikh Oud^n 
to induce him to release them ; also from the evidence 
that the prisoners arc bad characters, have been before 
apprehended and obtain a livelihood by highway robberies, 
&c. ; from all these circumstances, there is strong pre- 
sumptive proof that^ the prisoners did, in concert with 
each other, murder Purdil Khau and Buddhaie, and 
rob and plunder the property in their charge now in 
Court; and further, that from the evidence of Kurreem 
Ali, the declaration of Beechook, and evidence of 
Lalsa Gorait, the prisoners Buktour (No. 7,) and Aumee 
(No, 8,) are proved to have been aiders or abettors in the 
sai^d murder and robbery; that the prisoners arc liable 
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to akoobnt eUhcr by lengthenecl imprisoument or by 
sentence of death against the whole or a portion of the 
prisoners. 

Judge’s opiuton. After a perusal of the evidence for 

the prosecution, which is so arranged as to shew the 
gradual progress of the investigation and its tendency 
to siibstaullate the charge, 1 feel no difliculty in arriving 
at the conclusion that the prisoners are all of them 
professed Thugs, and that the prisoners, No. 1, 2 , 3 , 
4 , 5 and G, did actusilly murder Purdil Khan and 
Buddhaie Cooley, by strangulation in the manner 
usually made use of by Thugs ; plundered and carried 
off the property with which the murdered persons were 
entrusted, and witiiin a few hours after, and not twelve 
miles from the spot, were apprehended, having the 
plundered property, and a weapon of the murdered 
Purdil Khan in their possession while hurrying in a 
straight line from the spot where the murders were perpe** 
traled to the house of Peeroo Khan (No. G), which is 
situated about a mile beyond Meiree TaL 

Respecting the guilt of the prisoners, I do not see 
any reasonable doubt to be urged in their favor; the 
evidence of an accomplice whose very act of deserting 
and denouncing his companions is one of treachery 
dictated by the desire of self-preservation, is ever viewed 
with suspicion ; but in the present case, the evidence of 
Kurreem Ali would scarcely bo necessary to substantiate 
tbeir guilt, for there would still remain a mass of proof 
sufficient to convict the prisoners. 

^o be circumspect however, and not attach apy 
further credence to that evidence than so far as its truth 
is estatfished beyond dispute hy subsequent invostf- 
gation, w0|wy add to the pr$^ofs already obtained when 
Kurreem Ali made his disclosure, ~lst, the finding of the 
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pieces of the box, the cords having the Custom House 
seals^ and the moomjamah cover ; 2d, the finding of the 
sword with the Fuqueer at Meiree Tal ; 3d, the finding 
of the dagger with Sheikh Oudan, both of which 
weapons belonged to Purdil Khan ; and 4th, the result 
of an investigation, which shews that two bodies were 
lying for some days on the spot pointed out by Kurroem 
AH, All these are facts elicited from the evidence of 
Kurreem AH, which, while they tend greatly to 
strengthen the proofs against the prisoners in question, 
undoubtedly shew, if well considered, that the evidence 
of Kurreem Ali may be depended on as truth, au 
opinion to which tho evidence of the prosecution, corro- 
borating the details of that evidence in other respects 
lends additional weight. 

Had Kurreem Ali made the disclosure immediately 
after the arrival of the prisoners at Ghazeepoor, there 
is little doubt that the bodies would have been found, 
as indicated; but as there was a lapse of one month 
and six days between the perpetration of the murders 
and the arrival of the Darogah with Kurreem Ali on 
the spot, there could be little hope that the bodies would 
be left undisturbed so long in such a frequented place. 
There appears little doubt that the Zemindars, having 
omitted to report the circumstance to the Police from 
a dread of the inconveniences of a visit from the 
Police, particularly at a season when every one was 
busy cutting their crops, removed the bodies, and after- 
wards when the Darogah did arrive, used every means 
in their power, though without success, to prevent their 
own neglect being made known. For fnller details on this 
head, I beg to refer the Court to the RoobJkaree of 
the Magistrate, dated the 8th May 1833 and 27th 
Jalyl833. 
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After a full consideration of the case, I am therefore 
constrained to give my opinion that the prisoners Nos. 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 are guilty of the heinous crime laid to 
their charge, and with reference to the prevalence of 
Thuggee in the Chuprah, Goruckpoor and ^Ghazeepoor 
Districts, to neither of which do the prisoners seem 
to be strangers, to the many proofs exhibited in this 
case that the prisoners have no honest means of living, 
but subsist by spoliation and destruction of their fellow 
Cfoatures, to the impunity which in ninety-nine cases in 
a hundred attends the perpetration of this insidious and 
most cruel mode of robbery and murder, which calls 
for exemplary punishment, and an example such as shall 
strike terror into the minds of (hose who pursue a 
similar course, I recommend that the prisoners 1 to G be 
sentenced to death, and suffer the full penalty of their 
crimes. 

With reference to the two remaining prisoners Sheikh 
Buktour (7), and Ammee (8), their case requires a sepa- 
rate consideration. 

In their case, two of the most important of the proofs 
against the prisoners 1 to G are wanting, for neither were 
these two prisoners apprehended on the 2nd April, the 
day of the murders, nor was there any part of the proper- 
ty found in their possession. 

I shall therefore carefully note down the proofs that 
have been adduced against them and then give my opinion. 
It has already been shewn that Sheikh Oudan Burkundo^, 
with the assistance of the Zemindars and Gorait of 
Meiree Tal, sncceoded in apprehending the whole of the 

• A list of .cases asoertaiued by that Police of this District between 
the year 19|B iiircMhe present years I of Thuggee with Murder, 2 Of 
Highway Udhberics, is annexed. 
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goug of seven men. Not one escaped. The first intimation 
therefore by which these two prisoners were implicated 
was Kurreem Ali’s evidence upon the 8th May, prior to 
which their names had not been even mentioned. To begin 
therefore with his evidence, it has already been recorded 
that— 

Karreem Ali, Includes Buktonr and Amniee as 

having accompanied the gang up to Mirzapoor, and as 
having continued with them till after the perpetration of 
this offence, in which he gives both of them a prominent 
character, the one (Buktour) as having pulled Buddbaie's 
legs, while Khadar Bukhs threw the phansee round his 
neck, and Ammee as having cast the phamsee round the 
neck of Purrlil Khan, while Durveish held his legs. Wo 
are now to enquire how far Kurreem All’s evidence, so 
far as it relates to those two prisoners, has been substan- 
tiated by other testimony. 

1. Before the Magistrate — 

MusBt.Clioiieeah, A female slave belonging to Khadar 
Bukhs (4), corroborated Kurreem Airs evidence as to 
the departure of the gang from Khadar Bukhs’ house in 
Phagoori, and nientioiiod these two prisoners by name as 
having accompanied them. 

In this Court, when the evidence of this witness 
was examined, there appeared the usual intimation that 
she had been tampered with, a circumstance not to be 
wemdered at when her dependence on one of the prisoners 
is considered. 

The existence of such an influence manifested itself 
not in a total denial of her former evidence, but in such 
omissions as rendered it nugatory ; however no sooner was 
she reminded of her former testimony, than she readily 
admitted its truth, and gave dp her previous intcation to 
screen the prisoner. 
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Lalsa Gorait 2, Who assisted ia apprehending tba 

prisoners 1 to 6 at Meiree Tal^ declared that while 
ocenpied in securing the prisoners, he observed two per- 
sons standing at a short distance, who then went away. 
He sabsequently:4dentified Bnktour and Ammee as the 
persons in question. 

His evidence however is inadmissible, for when ex- 
amined before the Magistrate upon the 9th April, he did 
not mention the circumstance, although he was question- 
ed whether there were any others with the seven men 
then apprehended ; in short he did not mention it till 
after Kurreem All's evidence had been taken, and 
Buktonr and Ammee had been seized. 

Beecbook 3, When first examined touching the 

Prisoner (3), properly found in his possession, de- 

clared it had been given to him by two persons; subse- 
quently when Buktour and Ammee were brought to the 
Magistrate’s Court, he was re-examined, and then declar- 
ed that the properly had been given to him by these two 
prisoners Buktour and Ammee. 

in this deposition of Beecbook is a corroboration of 
Kurreem Ali’s evidence, who had previously deposed 
“ that near Meiree Tal where Buktour and Ammee were 
about to leave their companions and get home by a 
shorter road, this Buktour gave his. bundle to Beecbook,: 
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Ammee was absent from his home^ on what errand they 
know not, from the mouth of Phagoon. 

6. Ail the witnesses called by these two prisoners, as 
well as some of the witnesses to the prosecution, denoaiice 
them as men of bad character, withont ostensible meansr 
of livelihood, absenting themselves from their homes, and 
generally considered from their having been before appre- 
bended by the Police, to be dangerous. 

I have thus enumerated the proofs exhibited against 
Buktour and Ammec. My opinion is as follows : 

Judge's opinion. The degree of proof against these 

two prisoners for reasons already stated is in its nature less 
conclusive than that against the prisoners Nos. 1 to 6. 

I have already stated the strong grounds which exist 
for inducing me to attach credit to the whole testimony 
of Kurreem Ali, for after a careful investigation not a 
single circumstance narrated by him has been invalidated, 
while upon many essential points it has been singularly 
corroborated. 

In tlie case of these two prisoners, their absence 
from their homes from a period coincident with that 
stated by Kurreem Ali as that in which the gang set' 
out, their notoriously bad character, thoir former appre-^ 
hensions, and general conduct in life, corresponding 
with what would be the conduct and habits of men 
engaged in Thuggee, is established, their own witnesses 
whoiiii they brought to the defence, assisting powerfully 
to produce this impression. 

I would farther observe, that if Kurreem Ali had, 
causelessly and to gratify some former enmity, included 
thorn in his evidence, they^j0!l^e^ failed to 
plead such in extenuation and 

iPeikiog the evidence of %usst. Choo- 

the witne^jl^ for thb' ^efeni^e, 1 consider it 
D 
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established that Buktoar and Ammee did accompany 
other prisoners in their going forth to commit robbery on 
this occasion, that there is strong presumption that they 
aided and abetted in the perpetration of the offence charg- 
ed, and that there is full proof that both the prisoners are 
bad characters and robbers by profession. 

I recommend that the prisoners Buktour and Ammee 
be imprisoned for life with labors and irons. 

Recommends the 1 cannot conclude this address, 


zealous cundurt of 
the Mai'isfrate to the 
fnvorahle notice of 
the Court. 


until 1 have noticed to the Court, the 
unwearied assiduity, patience, and 
activity displayed by Mr. E. P. Smith 


the Magistrate, in condacting the voluminous inves- 
tigation requisite to the success of the indictment in 
this important case, which I consider the more exem- 
plary in this Oflicer, since in his double capacity of 
Collector and Magistrate, be has such a multiplicity 
of business to encounter. 


Rewards to the Sberistadar of the Criminal 

SherUbtadar, »aro- ^ Darogah of tUe Jail, 

gah and bUeikh , , . 

whom the Magistrate particularly 
recommends for a suitable reward, which he deems their 
activity and able services to have merited, I have award- 
ed each the sum of fifty rupees, with a Purwanh&h 
expressive of the sense entertained of their conduct. 

To Skeikh Oudan, whose presence of mind and tact 
in apprehending the whole gang, and integrity in having 
resisted the large offers made to him by the prisoners is 
alike conspicuous, I have ordered one hundred rupees 
to be paid, recommending him, if properly qualified, 
to the favorable notice of the Magistrate for promotion. 

■■ ■■■ i have, &o. 

^Signed) C. W. SMITH, > /= 

Officiating Sesioni^Jn^* 
Zillah ^Ghazeepoor^ the \7ikSept, 1833. 
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" ^ PEPLOE SMITH, Esq. 

Magistrate of Zillah Ghazeepoor. 

. Sir, 

I herewith transmit for your infor- 

nfiution and guidance copy of the proceeding's of the 
Court of Niscaniut Adawlut under date the 28th Sep- 
tember^ 1833, held on the trial of Peer Bukhs Khan and 
others charged with Thuggee, attended with the murder 
of Purdil Khan and Buddhaie, together with a copy of 
the Futwa of their Law OfTicer on the said trial, and 
request you will call the prisoners before you and make 
thorn acquainted with the sentence passed upon them. 

: >Sd« The usual warrant is lierewitli forwarded, together 
;wiUi; a copy of the letter from the llegister to the 
;KiiBamut Adawlut, forwarding the above proceedings. ► 

1 have, 8cc. 

(Signed) C. W. SMITH, 

Officiating Sessions Judge. 
Zillah Ghazeepoovy the ith October, 1S«I3. 

Ib 

The Sessions Judge of Zillah Ghazeepoor. 

Sir, 

V I am directed by the Court of Niza- 

tnot Adawlut for the Western Provinces, to acknowledge 
Adawlut the receipt of a letter from you dated 
Protiaces. the 17tli instant, with the proceedings 
i held on the trial of Peer Bukhs Khan 

oj Jrdge. ?nd others charged with Thoggee 

A, J. Colvin, Esq. Murder, and to transmit to you 

the Uccompanying extract from the 
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proceediDgs of the Court of this date^ for your iuforma^h 
and guidance^ together with the copy of the Futwa/of 
their Law Officer on the said trial. 

3d. The Coart desire that you will issue your war- 
rant to the Magistrate of Zillah Ghazecpoor to carry the 
sentences passed upon the prisoners into esecution^ 
instructing him at the same time to call the prisoners 
before him and to make them acquainted with the 
sentences passed upon them. 

3d. You will direct the Magistrate to order bis Po- 
lice Officers to be careful that the bodies of Peer Bukhs 
Khan (1), Kurreem Bukhs Khan (2), Beechook Noor- 
batr (3)^ Khoda Bukhs Khan (4), Sheikh Durveish (5), 
and Pccroo ((>), be not removed by their friends or by 
any other persons. 

4tb. You are requested to direct the Magistrate of 
Zillah Ghazeepoor to deliver to Sheikh Oodan Bur- 
kundaz an additional reward of 200 rupees, and one of 
10 rupees each to the Chokedars of Meiree Tal, who 
assisted in the apprehension of the prisoners, viz. Lai 
Sah, Pran and Gunga. 

^ 5th. The Court observe that you have omitt^ to 
mention the age of the prisoners in the heading pf th^ 
case, as well us to unite with wax and the seal of 
Court, the ends of the string on which the papers .arp 
filed ; you are requested to attend strictly on 

points, to the Rules laid down in the Circular Oridiex of 
the 16lh July, 1830. . , 

6thi The Court have much pleasure in remarking tbo 
judicious manner in which this trial has been conduct^ 
by you, and have taken measures for bringing it to tifo 
notice of the Government ; they have at the same time, 
called the attention of the - Government to the activity 
and assiduity evinced by Mr. B. P. Smith in the inviii^ 
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ti’g^on previous to trials which appears to the Court 
highly creditable to that Officer. 

7th. The original proceedings of the Magistrate are 
returned under a separate cover. 

I have, &;c. 

(Signed) WELBY JACKSON, Register. 
Alfa/iabad, the 28t// .SV/jt. 


AUahahad, 28 M Sept, 1833. 

N. A. w. p. At a Court of Nizamut Adawfut 

for the Western Provinces held at Ailababad, 

Present; 

W, EWER, Esq, Offg, Judge, 

“■ and 

A. J. COLVIN, Esq. 

Read the following letter from the Sessions Judge of 
Ghazeepoor, the proceedings held on the trial of Peer 
Bukhs Khan (1), son of Rustum Khan, Kurreem Bukhs 
Khan (2), son of Nurkoo, Beechook Noorba£r(3), son 
of 'Ahayd Noorbatf, Khoda Bukhs (4), son of Dowlut 
KhuBi Sheikh Durveish (5), son of Sheikh Sawdoolu, 
Peerop Khan (G), son of Dowlut Khan, Sheikh Buktour 

(7) , son of Sheikh KoodrutooHah, and Sheikh Ammee 

(8) , son of Sheikh Dussy, charged in the first count with 
Thiiggeei attended with the murder of Purdil Khan and 
Rudd haie, and in the second count with the murder of 
Purdil Khan and Buddhaie, and the. Futwa of the Law 
Officer of this Court thereon^ 
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Nos. jW to 92. ^ 

Zillah Obazeepoor The Court baviug^ duly coDsi^fe^ 
r-No. 5, of tho Ca- proceedings held on the trial ' of 

Tf AugS B«ths Khan (1), Kurreem 

1843, Bukhs Khan (2), Beechook Noorbaff 

(3X Khoda Bukhs Khan (4), Sheikh Durveisli (5), Pee- 
too Khaii (6), Sheikh Buktonr (7), and Sheikh Ammee 
(8), charged in the 1st count with Thuggee, attended with 
the murder of Purdil Khan and Buddhaie and in the 
2d count with the murder of Purdil Khan and Buddhaie, 
and the Futwa of their Xiuw Officer on the said trial 
pass the following sentence : 

The Futwa of the Law Officer of the Nizamut Adaw- 
lut convicts the prisoners Peerbiix Khan (1), Kurreem 
Bukhs Khan (2), Bcechook Noorbalf (3), Khoda Bukhs 
Khan (4), Sheikh Durveish (5), Pcar<io Khan (6), 
Sheikh Buktour (7), and Sheikh Ammee (S), on strong 
presumption of the crime laid to their charge, and de- 
clares them liable to discretionary punisbinent by 
Akoobut'i-shudeed, extending to death by Seeasut. 

The Court convict the prisoners Peer Bukhs Khan (1), 
Kurreem Buksh Khan (2), Beechook Noorbair(3), Khoda 
Bukhs Khan (4), Sheikh Durveish (5) tmd Pceroo Khan 
(G)« of the crime charged against them, and Sheikh Bukr- 
tour (7) and Sheikh Ammee (8), of aiding and abetting 
them, and seeing no circumstances in favor of the pri- 
soners Peer Bukhs Khan (1), Kurreem Bukhs Khan (2), 
Beechook Noorbaif (3), Khoda Bukhs Khan (4), Sheikh 
Durveish (5), and Peeroo Khau (G), to reader them 
proper objects of mercy, sciitence the said Pecr.Bukhs 
Khan (1), son of Riistum Kb^m, Kurreeia Bukbs Khw 
(2), son of Nurkoo,. Beechook Noorbaff (3), soj^fAhoj;! 
Nopjrbaff, Khoda Bukhs Khan (4), son of Dowiqt 
Sheikh Darveish (5), son of Sheikh Sawdoojs^ . 
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Peeroo Khan (6), son of Dowhit Khan, to softer death by 
beiug^^ hanged by the neck until they are dead, and order 
that their bodies be afterwards exposed upon gibbets 
at the spot where the murder was committed, eras near 
to it as circumstances may admit; and Sheikh Bnktour, 
son of Koodruttoollah, and Sheikh Ammee, son of Sheikh 
Dussy, to imprisonment, with labor for life, in the Jail at 
Allypoor. 

Ordered, that the original proceedings of the Magistrate 
be returned through the Sessions Judge. 

(Signed) W. EWER, OfficiaHng Jndye. 

(Signed) A. J. COLVIN, Judt/e. 

(True Extract.,) 

(Signed) WELBY J ACKSON, Register, 
(True Copies,) 

(Signed) C. W. SMITH, 

Officiating Sessions Judge* 


Office of the Session Judge of Zillah Ghazeepoor, Trial 
NOi 5 of the Sessions for the month of A ugust 1833, and 
Case No. 5 of the Magistrates Calendar for the month 
of August 1833. ' 

To E. PEPLOE SMITH, Esc^uire, 

Magistrate of Zillah Ghazeepoor. 

Whereas at a Jail Delivery of Zillah Ghazeepoor for 
the August Session of 1833, liolden at Ghazeopuor on the 
24th, 26tb, 27th, 29th and 30th days of the month of 
August the year 1833, Peer Bukhs Khun, (No. 1) 
Kiirr'eem Bukhs Khan (No. 2) Beebook Noorbaf(3) 
Khoda Bukhs Khan (4) Sheikh Durveish (5) Peeroo Khan 
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(0) having been convicted of Thuggee attended with the 
murder of Purdil Khan and Buddbaie, and sentenced by 
the Court of Nizainiit Adawlut Western Provinces, to 
sufier death by being hanged by the neck ontil they are 
dead, after which their bodies to be exposed upon a gibn 
bet, as near to the spot where the offence was committed 
as circumstances may admit; it is hereby ordered that 
execution of the said sentence he made and done npon 
the said Peer Bnkhs Khan, (1) son of Rustam Khan, 
Kurreem Bukhs Khan, son of Nerkoo, (2)Bechook Noor- 
baf, son of Ohayd Noorbaf,(3) Khoda Bukhs Khan, son of 
Dowlut Khan, (4) Sheikh Durveisli, son of Sheikh Saw- 
doola (5) and Peeroo Khan, son of Dowlut Khan, (6) 
on or before the tenth day of the month of October 1833 
A. D. and that you do return this warrant to me with an 
endorsement attested by your oOiciai seal and signature, 
certifying the manner in which the sentence has been 
executed, as commanded by the Regulations enacted by 
the Governor General in Council and now in force. 
Ilerein fail nut. 

, t", '• 

Given under my hand and seal of office, this fonrth 
day of October, in the year 1833. 

Judges Seal. (Signed) C. W. SMITH, 

Officiating Session Judge. 

1 hereby certify, that the sentence of death passed otoi' 
P#er Bnkhs Khan (1), son of Rustum Khan, Kurreem 
Bukhs Khan (2), son of Nerkoo, Bechook Noorbaft* (3>, 
son of Ohyed, Khoda Bukhs Khan (4), son of Dowldt 
Khan, Sheikh Durveisli (5), son of Sheikh Sawdoola, and 
Peeroo Khan (6), son of Dowlut Khan, by the Nizamut 
Adiiwlui, has been duly executed, and that the said 
persons were accordingly bung by the neck tilLlbey weie 
deady at. the Town of Ghazeepore, on Thursday tbe lOdl 
of October 1883. I further certify, that the bodies of the 
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ijraid persons were afterwards conveyed to the place where 
the ctime of which they were convicted, was committed^ 
and there suspended on gibbet. 

Given under luy hand and the official seal of this Court, 
this 16lh October 1833. 


(Signed) 


Magistrates SeaL 


E. P. SMITH, 

Mag is train. 


Court of the Sessions Judge of Gha::eepore for the 
month of August 1833, case No. of (he Magistrate's 
Calendar for the August Sessions (>/* 183*3. 

ToE,P, SMITH, Esqmrk, 

Magistrate of Zilluh Ghazeepore. 

Whereas at a »Tail Delivery of 
Gluizeepurc for the Zillah (jhuzcc'porc, 
holden at Ghazeepore on the 24th 
2Gth, 27lh, 29th and SOth days of the 
mouth of August, in the year 1833, 
Sheikh Bucktour, son of Koodrulhollah (7), and Sheikh 
Ammee, son of Sheikh Dussy (8), having heou convicted 
of aiding and abetting in a case of Thuggee, attended 
with the murder of Purdil Khan and Buddhaie, and 800^ 
tenced by the Judges of the Nizamut Adawlut Western 
Provinces, to imprisonment with labor for life in the Jail 
at Allipore, it is hereby ordered that execution of the 
said sentence be made and done upon the said Sheikh 
Baktour, son of Koodnitollab, and Sheikh Ammee, son 
of Sheikll^: Dussy, without delay, as commanded by the 
and that you do return this warrant w^hen 


Sheikh Buktour 
anrl 

Sheikh Anunce, 

Tir Mbe imprisoned 
with l ibor fur life in 
the Jail i)t Ally pore. 
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completely executed, with an eudursement attested by 
your official seal and signature, certifying tbe manner in 
which the sentence has been carried into execution. 
Herein fail not. 

Given under my hand and the seal of this Court, this 
fourth day of October, in the year 1833. 

(Signed) C.W. SMITH, 

Officiating Session Judge* 

Judge^sSeaL 

Sentence explained to tbe prisoners herein named 
(Sheikh ISucktoiir and Sheikh Ainnice), this 7l.h day of 
October 1833. 

(Signed) E. P. SMITH, 

Maglsirate. 


To E. P. SMITH, E 3 SQUIUK, 

Magistrate of ZUlah Gliazeepore* 
Sir, 


N. A. W. P. X am directed by Uie Court to trans- 

Prlbh>t— your informatioQ llie accoin- 

M.H.Turnbull,/^ panying copy oi a loiter under date 
W. Ewer, o/g*. / & llic 14th instant, received from the 
"A, J. Colvin, 3 ^ Secretary to Government Judicial 
Judtsea, Department. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) WELBY JACKSON, 


AUahahad^ ihe 25th Oct. 1833 . 


]^gister» 
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(No. 1998.) * 

To W. B. JACKSON, Esq. 

Register of the Nizamul Adawlnl in 

the Western Provinces at Allahabad* 
Sir, 

Judicial Depart- I am directed to ackuovledge the 
***^“^- receipt of a letter from you dated the 

28tfa uitijmo, with its enclosures, and to request that you 
intimate to Mr. E. P. Smith and Mr. C. W. Smith, that 
liiQ Right Hunorahle the Governor General in Council 
has noticed with approbation the creditable and judici- 
ous manner in which they conducted the proceedings in 
their respective departments connected with the trial of 
Peer Buksh and others for Thuggee. 

I am* iS^c. 

(Signed) C. MACSWEEN, 

Sen/, to Government* 
Covncil Chamber f the l^\th Oct. 1833. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) WELBY JACKSON, 

Register* 


to W. JACKSON, Esq. 

Register to the Nizamnt Adawluty 

Allahabad* 


Sir, 

f transmit herewith to be laid be- 


Conrt of Session 
Judge Zillah Bena- 
re Trials, Nos. 2, 3, 
and 4 of tho Calendar 
for the January Ses- 
sion of 1834. 


fore the Nizamnt Adawlut, the pro- 
ceedings in three trials noted in the 
margin, held at the station of Benares 
from the 18th to the 21st of Fe- 
bruary, 1834. 
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The followmg is an abstract of the 

case: — 

The Prisoners are Thugs and were 
concerned in three expeditions dur* 
ing the month of Jeit 1240 fuslee, 
corresponding to part of June and 
July, 1833, in which six persons were 
murdered. 

The Thanadar of Juggut Gunge 
with the Foujdaree Nazir, and the 
spies Goplali and Blmggoo went to 
Raja-ka-TuIluo described as a halting 
place of the prisoners and others, who 
were provf'd to luivo purchased various 
articles of food from the grocers’ 
shops, and to have slept there. To- 
wards inorning they took their de- 
parture accompanied by a Mossulman 
traveller, and, leaving the high road 
at Sarai Mohiin to the right, followed 
a path-Avay for about a mile, where 
having found a convenient place they 
strangled the traveller and threw his 
The Thanadar and his parly proceeded 
to the well which was pointed out, and on examining the 
Goraits of the neighbouring village, it appeared that there 
had been a body taken out in the month of Jeit, which 
had been concealed by the Zemindar's orders all day in 
some sugar canes, and at night thrown into the Sauibfaar 
STuHah ; some bones were found in the nullah which were 
declared to be human, and supposed to be those of the 
murdered traveller. : . > : > ' 

Th^^econd Tliuggy expedition occurred in Ih^ ja- ' 
risdi^fion of the Kilia-Khonah Tbannah. Tb^ 


Gdrernment versus 
Shami^hcrali^, sou of a 
father uoknown, aged 
25 years. 

Bukus, son of iMecr 
AVI or Bonolla, aged 
32 years. 

Ooziirah, son of 
Jeetoo, aged 30 years. 

Mclier All, son of 
Gbolatn Ali, aged 10 
years. 

Asraut,8on of Bee- 
boo, aged 30 years. 

Charge. 

For being privy 
to and controriied in 
tho murder by stran- 
gulation (Tiui-^^y)or 
a traveller, uanie un- 
known. 

2d. Charge, ditto of 
two travellers, names 
unknown. 

‘f/ 

3d. Charge, ditto 
of three travellers, 
names unknown. 

Futwab Jageer. 

body into a well. 
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keepers there sold spices, &c. to some of the Thugs 
passed the night at the Dhurm Salah of Bukt- Pooree at 
Kupuldhara* There were about five and twenty Thugs 
and two Mussulmeii travellers with theju wilh three bul- 
locks. They all left before day-break and having pro- 
ceeded about a mile towards the Ganges, the two tra- 
vellers were strangled and their bodies thrown into the 
river. 

The third Thnggy excursion took place in ITuroah 
Thannah's jurisdiction. Three persons were strangled 
and the bodies thrown into llnrdoo Dliobey's well, in 
searching which three skulls, several human bones and a 
pair of shoes, the latter evidently a sepoy’s were dis- 
covered. 

As the atrocious crime of Pliansegarc or Thuggv” is 
fortunately very uncommon in this district and no instance 
has occurred during the periods 1 have been resident at 
Benares, I shall submit for the Coitvl's consideration the 
evidence of two of the witnesses, and likewise the con- 
fession of the prisoner Shumsherah, which last was given 
before the Magistrate, and aflbrds perhaps a clearer 
insight into their proceedings. 

The first witness to Ihe fact in each of these cases is 
Bhuggoo; his evidence, however, is so contradictory and 
agrees so baldly with the deposition given before the Ma- 
gistrate, that I prefer sending the examination of the second 
witness Kadir Khan, a Patan, sun of J amum Khan, inha- 
bitant of Moujah Piiiinah, Perganah Moncali, Zillah 
Patna, aged forty-three years, formerly a cultivator, but 
for the last twenty-one years a Thug by profession. < 

In the month of Augun, 1840, fuslee, Shumsherali, 
Oozerah, Moradun, Bnkus, Asinut, Mehar Ali and 
myself went on a Thuggy expedition to the westward, 
mid reached the /‘Oude’' territory. At Chand Per- 
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laubpoor*' we met Chuta Thiig^ in company witiLa Ira* 
i!iclier who was afterwards strangled and eleven rupees with 
iwo or four cloths fomul onbim. We jonrneyed onto Alla- 
habad^. and thence eastward. Near Burount” we met 
Goplah Beekah, and nine other Tbiigs^ and they accom* 
panied us to Mirza Morad’s Serai. There we found 
Mobur Singh, a Jemadar of Thugs, with ten others whose 
names 1 do not remember. We all went on together and 
rested at night near the temple at llajah-ka-Tullao. On 
the road we met a traveller whom Mohnr Singh entered 
into conversation with and persuaded to join our party. 
At the last tjuarter of the night we renewed our march 
and quitting ihe high road near Serai, Mobur followed 
a pathway for about half a coss, and strangled the tra- 
veller. Seven rupee.s, with two or four cloths, were taken, 
and CJoury and Mehar Ali threw the corpse into a well. 

After walking some distance in the direction of 
Benares we overtook two Mussulmen travellers with three 
bullocks. They wont in with ns to our halting place 
the Dhurm Salah, at Kapuldharah* Towards daybreak 
we departed, and about a mile oif near Ibe banks of the 
Ganges, Mohnr Singh and Goury strangled the travellers. 
We found on them five rupejes, a sword, and two pr three 
pieces of cloths. Moliur Singh took all and drove the 
bullocks on before us. Our people threw the bodies. into 
the river. After taking some refreshment we proceeded to 

Sydpoor.” There “ Salaroo,” a Burkundaz, recognized 
Mobur Singh, who in consequence gave him live rupees^ 
The tliree bullocks were sent by Mohur Singh to his home. 
jProm Sydpoor” we went to Kytee, and Ihe next day 
to Rajghaut. Very early the following morning wO pjro^ 
needed towards the west. It was then the 
Jeit, and the period of the Ghazy-meean festival.;. W 
we reached a tank we found two Sepoys and a Boar 
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ting there. We drank 7bc/ef^ with tbem and all went on 
together. Mohur Singh asked them where they came 
from and whither they were going. They replied from the 
east towards the west. Mohur Singh said I am also 
going towards the west. In the evening we balteilat 
the Horooah Bazar.’* When one quarter of the night 
only remained, we continued our journey and went 
two miles on the Punch Cossy road, where there is a 
pucka well with two mangoe trees near it. There “ Moma” 
and “ Imam Biix.” strangled the travellers, I standing 
by. Thirty rupees, ten pieces of cloths and two brass pots 
were found on them. There was also a horse and a mare. 
We were then twenty-five persons. Some of ns threw 
tl>e bodies into the well. My share was a doputta and a 
rupee eight anuas. The other Thugs hud llieir propor- 
tion. I took the marc and Aloluir Shigli ilui liorse. From 
tbence my companions and myself separated from the 
gang and went home. The other Thugs likewise travelled 
ill the direction of their homes. After being at home 
for some days the loftiandar and Foujdaree Nazir of the 
City of Patna apprehended me. I was never taken up 
before, during the twenty-one years I have practised 
“Thuggy.” I have been in mjiny ex:cursions in Oude and 
to the eastward, hut excepting the three cKpeditions above 
alluded to, f have never done any thing in the Benares 
Division. I have spent all my share of the plunder. 
The mare was taken from my house to the Patna Adaw- 
lat. There are only eight men connected with mo in 
this business. Their names are Muradfiun, Biikus of Si- 
veree, Shumscruh, Oozerah, fmambux of Kliutary, Asmut, 
and Hunoman, a Brahmin of Jurrowah. Of these eight 
Moraidhnn and myself are Sirdars. Mohur Singh has 
twdniy-five men and is a Sirdar. AH the men were in 
Aase-^peditions, but 1 cannot remember their names. 
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We dp not go armed ; perhaps two may be armed. We 
strangle our yictims generally, and never use a weapon 
excepting in case of necessity. Mo wounds were inflict- 
ed on any of the victims of this district. Those who 
strangle receive an additional rupee. 

Third witness Goplab, son of Dyar of the Itode caste, 
inhabitant of Muteepurwa, Ziiiah Cawnpore, aged twenty- 
six years. A year ago, I have left home alone on a Thuggy 
expedition towards the east. When I reached JBhaugur 
Mow, in the Oude coimtry, I met Kisseree Singh with 
twenty-five Thugs, and Bekrain and Muliadut Jema- 
dars with Mukdooin Bux and others. After travelling 
fifteen coss we fell in with throe travellers, whom Bek- 
ram, Miikdoom and Cbadu strangled and took their 
property. The bodies were thrown into a well. I bad 
iny share. Going by Mecan Gunge and Hussun Gunge 
to Noel Gunge, wc strangled five travellers. On 
arriving on Burount near Ciioby Bazar, Moradbun, 
Kadir and Mohur Singh, tiemadars of Tlmgs, joined 
us with twenty-five men. Bekratn and the other Oude 
Thugs returned thence. On the road from Mirza Mou- 
rad to Rajah-ka*Tiillao we met a Mussulman who went 
with us to the latter place where we rested at the Buneah's 
house near the temple, and after taking some food passed 
the night there. When the night was nearly over, we 
resumed our march towards Benares, and leaving the 
high road in a northern direction, struck into a path-way 
for a mile until we came on a plain at some distance from 
a village. Mohur Singh strangled the traveller, and I 
and another threw the body into a well ; we found on him 
seven rupees, a sword, two or four brass pots, and four or 
five cloths. In the division my share was a turban. 
The cloths and pots were divided amongst us^^^^ad the 
rupees soon spent. Wc then came to BeniE§^» and 
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parsed a day at Ibe Serai Anrong-abad. We crossed tbe 
Sepoy lines and entered the Orderly Bazar, where we 
two travellers and three bullocks. We enfjnired whence 
they came and where they were g<»ing. They said from 
Haiisy to Goruckpore. Mohiir Singh said ** I am on my 
way to Gornckpore ; come with us.*' We proceeded to 
Kupnidara and put up at the Dliurm Salah, for the even- 
ing. At the sixth hour oftlieniglilwe reiuMved our journey. 
When we reached the Ganges, east from Kupuldara, somt? 
of os seized the hands, and others the feet of tlie travellers, 
whom Chutu and Imaum Box strangled. We then threw 
them into the river. Five rupees, a lotah, a sword, and a 
pair o\' pyjamalis were taken. Mohiir Singh took tlio three 
bullocks. We travelled afterwards to Sydpore, Kylee 
and llajgbaut, putting up Jit the Luckah Serai. The next 
day we went towards Shoopore, and stopping at Shuiikur 
Tfctlao we drank some Toddy. saw two Sepoys 

and a bearer sitting there, whom xMohnr Singh asked 
where they W'ere going and whence they came. Their 
reply was from Cuttack aud their destination Lucknow. 
We all went on to Sheopore and from that place to 
Uuroal), where wc rested at a Uuneah’s shop. In the 
latter part of the night we continued our march, and 
after walking a mile on tbe Punch Cossy road, Beeka, 
Bheegoo and Morandun threw the travellers down, when 
linautn Bux, JUuhur Singh, and Ooiiry strangled them. 
The athers:reinained on the watch. Twenty-five rupees, a 
gold mohur, fifteen pieces of cloths, and twenty brass pots 
were gained. Six men and a Jemadar threw (he bodies 
into a well. In the division of the plunder a lotuli, a 
^erzai^ and a rupee were my share. The witness mcn- 
all the prisoners were Thugs and concerned 
in.th^ibjr^ expeditions that took place in the Benares 
diyisiouF^^ith the exception of Asmut. 
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The prisoner Sluimsherali is an inhabitant of Purneah, 
Pergnnnah Moneah, Zillah Patna, twenty-five years of 
age, of the weaver caste. Morathin supported and pro- 
tected him whilst a child, and whenever he went on a 
Thuggy excursion the prisoner accompanied him. The 
deposition before the Magistrate is as follows: — In the 
month of Aghiin, 1240 Fusly, Moradun, Kad(M* Khan, 
Sukus, Oozcjrah, Meher Ali, Asmnf, Imanm Jlux, and 
myself proceeded on a Thuggy expedition. We strangled 
several persons in Oude, remaining there until the month 
of Mang, and then went to y\lluhal)ad, from whence we 
travelled in an eastern direction, until we came to Ba- 
roiint. We tound Goplah and Beeka there and further 
on the road Mohur Singh with four other Thugs, We 
met a traveller as we proceeded. Mohur Singh, and his 
party went on with him. We rested in the evening at 
llunoinau Cliokey. When the night was nearly spent, we 
went on and Huna strangled the traveller. Seventeen 
rupees, some cloths, and brass pots wx*re found on him, 
and the body was thrown into a well. I being the adopt*- 
ed pupil of Moradbuu, be took my share. He gave me 
food only, and I was his follower. Proceeding on our 
march we met a Alossulman travelling, Iinaum Bux 
attached himself to him. We halted for the night at 
Aajah-ka-Tullao, and towards morning recommenced our 
journey. Leaving the high road at Serai Mohun to the 
right, we followed a small pathway. After w-alking a 
mile, we came near a garden where linaiim Bux strangled 
the traveller. Ten rupees, a sword, two dhotees, a lotah, 
and some old cloths were the plunder. Two or three men 
took the corpse and threw it '.nto a well. Near Benares we 
met two travellers with three bullocks. Moradun^ Kadir 
Khan,Goplah and Beeka joined them, and in the eyeniug 
wo made Kupuidhara our resting place, stopping at the 



( « ) 


Dhurm Sala. When one quarter of the nijjlit only remain** 
ed, the march was resumed, and near the banks of the 
Ganges, about a mile ofl', Uceka and Unna strangled the 
travellers. I don’t remember what plunder was obtained. 
Melier Ali, Moradhun, Kader Khan, and Beeka threw 
the corpses into the river. Wc then went to Sydpore. 
A Burkuudaz, Salaroo, recognized Molmr Singh, who 
in consequence gave him four rupees, and Moradhun 
sent the three bullocks by Biikus to his house. We after- 
wards returned to the village of Bettree, and going by 
Cliundwuk, arrived at llajghaut. Kemaining there all 
night, we marched very early the next morning in a west- 
ern direction. After leaving the oily we met two Se- 
poys and a hearer. Beeka entered into conversation with 
them, and they came on in our company. We halted at 
linroali Bazar. Towards daybreak we resumed our 
route, and going about two miles on the Punch Cossy 
road, M’here (here is a pucka well, with two inaiigoe trees, 
Mohur Singh, llamsuhoy and Selwimt Ilui, strangled 
the three travellers. They gained Ihirty-lwo rupees, 
some cloths and brass pots. The bodies wore thrown 
into the well. The travellers bad a horse and a mare 
with them. Kadir took the first and Goplah the latter. 
We afterwards went to Burogong, where we divided the 
plunder and separated going to our respective homes. I 
have never strangled any one, but have aided in throwing 
bodies into wells. Eight annas is a very good remunera- 
tion for murdering a man. We often strangle a victim 
who is suspected of having two pice. Wo are unre- 
strained by any fears in pursuing our vocation. We do 
not sell our plunder, but wheu there is a large quantity 
send it to our homes. 

Bukus once accompanied Moradhun and others on a 
'^buggy expedition in Oude, and was with them two 
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years, but ba» never practised in the Benares district and 
is unjustly accused. 

Oozerah declares that he is innocent. Ho once found 
himself with Moradhnn, &c., in Oude, but ran away the 
moment he could, when he discovered his companions 
were Thugs. 

Meher Ali served Moradhnn as a grass-cutter for five 
or six months. He acknowledged before the Magistrate 
at Patna to having been liis servant for the above number 
of years, and to having accompanied him in hU Thuggy 
expeditions. 

Asnmt was formerly called Dubery, alias Neeaniut Ali, 
at present Asmut. He attributes his name being men- 
tioned to a family dispute he had with the two brothers 
Kadii* Klian aud Morailluin, with when, he is connected 
by marriage, and of course asserts bis innocence. The 
depositions ofNanuk, [taiiiphnl, llnjoo Singh, Balukgur, 
Pursbad, Juggernat, Thakooroe, Kudoo, Isseredyeal, 
XJcbalall and Matadyel, point out the halting places of 
the Thugs in these expeditions, and the wells, &c. where 
the bones and other remains of the murdered persons 
were discovered. 

The Law OlHcer has given his Futwabs “Tazeer” 
in each case. As I cannot consider myself vested with 
discretionary power to punish the heinous offences which 
the prisoners have committed, I have the honor to submit 
all the papers connected with these cases for the Sadder 
Nizamut*s consideration and orders. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. J, TAYLER, 

Session Judy e/ 


Office of Session JudgSr 
Oity of Benares^ the 2lst Feh* 1834 . 
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Allaluihad^ the 3J Aprils 1834. 

N. A.W. P, \i a Court of Nizamut Adawlut for 
the Western Province held at Aliahahad— 

Pri:sknt — 

' Seal. W. EWEU, Esq., Judffe, 
and 

A.J. COLVKV, Esq., Judye. 

Read the (ollowinj;* letter fr»)iii the Sessions Judge of 
City Benares in reply to Iho ('oiirt’s order of the 13lh 
nhimo, re-sul)initting proceedings hold on the trial of 
Slninisherali (I), son of a father unknown, Bnkns (2), 
son of Meer xVli or Bonolla, Oozerah (3), son of Seetoo, 
Mehar Aii (4), son ofCholani All, and Asiniit (5), son of 
Beeckoo, (duirged, firstly, with being privy to and concern- 
ed in the murder by .strangulafion (Thnggy) of a traveller, 
name unknown; secondly, with ditto of two travellers, 
names unknown, and thirdly, with ditto of three, names 
unknown, and the Fiitwub of the Law OQicer ofthis Court 
thereon. 

Nos. 7 to 14. 

City Benares Tri- having duly considered 

als, Nos. 2, 3 uml 4 the proceedings held on the trial of 
of Calomlar for Ja- IShurnsheiali (I), Bukus (2), Ooze- 
iiuur> Sessions ISM. Ali (4). and Asmut (5), 

charged as above, and the Futwali of their Law Oflicer on 
the said trial, pass the following sentence : — 

The Futwahof the Law Officer of the Nizamut Adaw- 
lut convicts the prisoners Shiimsherali (1), Bnkus (2), 
Oozerab(3}, and Mehar Aii (4), of being accomplices in 
the crime charged against them, and declares lliem liable 
to punishmeut by Akoobut extending to death, by Seasut 
with reference to the prisoner Shnmsherab. It acquits the 
prisoner Asmnt, and declares him entitled to his release. 
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. The Court convict the prisoners Sbumsherah (1), 
Bukus^S), Oozerah (3), and Mehar Ali (4) of the charges 
preferred against them* and under all the circumstances 
of the case, sentences the said Shuoisherali (1), the sou uf 
a father unknown, Bukiis (2), son of Meer Ali or Bonolla, 
Oozerah (3), son of Sectoo, and Mehar Ali (4), son of 
Gholam Ali, to be imprisoned in transportation with labor 
for life. The Court accjuit the prisoner Asmut (o), son 
of Beechoo, of the crime laid to his charge, and direct that 
he be immediately released. 

Ordered, that the original proceedings of the Magis- 
trate be returned through the Sessions Judge. 

(Signed) W. EWER, Judge. 

(Signed) A. J. COLVIN, Jn(fge. 

(True Extracts,) 

(Signed) WELBV JACKSON, Register. 

(True Copies,) 

1). B. M()RR1ES(>^^ 


APPENDIX C. 

Copy of a letter from J//*. C. JVifscr to Mr. Wilder^ 
on the ewnmitment of a of Thugs. 


To F. WILDER, Esqoirk, 

Agent Governor General. 

SfK, 

The whole of tK?se Prisoners were sent 
to rae by Captain Wardlow for examination, together 
with five others whom I immediately released, as they 
appeared innocent of all connection with them. 
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On their first examination, they all denied the charges 
brooght forward against them, biilsiib.so(|uentlY nehirly the 
whole of them confessed a variety of murders which they 
had coinmilted of travellers, who had joined tliem on 
their route, and entered into particulars of their crime 
almost too liorrihle to record. 

The following statement is fmindcMl on those confes- 
sions, which being supported parlially by other evidences, 
may, I consider, he taken as a correct detail of their 
proceedings. 

Baz Khan, Shewn, Kurroein, Khoda Buksh, son of 
Lall Khun, Gunesh, alias Dhonkul, Khoda Bnk.^h, alias 
Gboorun, Niitigoo, alias lluriiiut. Khan, Kestir Khan, 
alius Khezziir Khai), Assulut Khan, son of Khyreat 
Khan, Iloshnn, Boodhoo alias Hurry Sing, Zuhiir Klian, 
Dhurin Khun, son of Noor Khan, Zoolfeekar Klian, 
alias Budul Khan, alias Bitdloo, Durroo, alias iU unsookii, 
Islama Khan (absconded). Peer Buksh (absconded) and 
Ilusnoo (absconded) : — 

Entered the Baitool district together, and near Neem- 
panee, which lies on the direct road from lliissiiigabad 
to Baitool, falling in with two persons, a Sikh and 
Cboomar at dilferent places, Shewa and Knrreem with 
others of the gang, seized, robbed, murdered and buried 
them. 

These two murders are proved independent of tliolr 
confessions by the discovery of the remains of the 
deceased, which were disintered under the siiperin- 
tendance of Kurreem, and also some articles found on 
the prisoners. 

The manner in which the prisoners are in the babitof 
waylaying travellers, and the secrecy observed by them, 
makes it almost impossible to find out the persons of those 
who fail a prey to their villainous practices, and there^ 
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fare nolhiug has been ascertained, that could enable me 
to disoover who these two individuals were or whence 
they came. 

The gang proceeded from Baitool to the Dckhan, and 
they confess the following murders perpetrated by th(?ni 
when there; pointing out the property receiv(?d by each 
as bis share of the spoils, collected on these occasions, yiz. 

Five persons beyond Lukhnnwara; live persons between 
a village called Borigauii and Omrowtec ; one person at 
Moostuzzurpoor, and one person near it. Of these crimes 
there is no proof, but what cun be collected from their 
confessions; but since theirconfessions have been corrobo- 
rated by evidence on the other murders committed by 
them, there is iinfortunutoly but little reason for hoping 
that their statements of the destruction ofsomanyindU 
viduals are false, and unfounded on fact. 

At Omrowteeor near it, they wore joined by Phoolell 
Khun, Sheikh Shuhadut, alias Assulut, Jliao Khan, 
Dhurm Khan, sou of Bnkhtawur Khan, Sheikh Isluma, 
Kalo Khan, alias Kunnoo, and prohaI>ly by others whom 
they have not mentioned, who wore on their way botue, 
from the Dekhaii where they had indulged themselves in 
murdering llieir fellow beings, and whence they were, 
returning to feast on the proporiy which they had thus 
acquired by their crimes. 

They had fallen in on the road with Chintarnun Jema- 
dar and six other persons, who wore proceeding to Jlin- 
doostan on leave of absence, from the Cantonment of 
Ingholeo, and who bad unsuspiciously associated with 
them for greater safely. 

On arriving at a deserted spot near the village of 
Ilaingaon, on this side of Ouirowtee, the prisoners taking 
advantage of the solitude of the place and the darkness, 
pf the night, seized their fellow travellers, and. ona . with 
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another the whole seven were murdered, and would have 
been buried, but for the appearance of some strattgers at 
a distance. 

The murder of the seven persons is sworn to by Adhore 
Singh Jemadar, and Herpersaud Ilavildar, who went to 
the spot, and subsequently hearing of the apprehension 
of the prisoners attended on me, deposed to the circum- 
stances they were acquainted with, and recognized a por- 
tion of thf» property found on the prisoners as belonging 
to the deceased, which, however, is but a trifling part 
of what the prisoners acknowledge was taken from them. 

From llaiiigaon they came towards Seoiiee Chnprah 
by Nagpoor, and on this side of Nagpoor the remaining 
prisoners associated themselves with them ; viz. Snrroop 
Singh, Dhurm Khan, son of Busboraiit Khan, Goolab, 
his son, Assulut Khan, son of Man Khan, Islam Khan, 
son of Peer Khan, Akbnr Khan, and Baliacloor, and 
others who have not been apprehended. 

On passing from Sookhtowa to Choonree in the Sconce 
district, live travellers whom they had met, and one of 
whom was a woman, were disposed of by them in their 
usual method, and the property taken from them, divided 
amongst them. 

The bodies of these five persons were dog up hy Ba- 
hadoor Khan, whom 1 sent for the purpose to Captain 
Wardlow, and therefore there can ho no doubt on this 
occasion, that the murder was committed, and their own 
confessions clearly bring it home to the party who had 
by this time collected. 

After this murder, they came to Chuprah, where they 
were all seized, together with Khoshal, alias Laljoo, who 
is not implicated in these successive oflences, but who 
nevertheless is an old Thug, and has been educated and 
bted up in a family of Thugs. 

a 



The two other persons, Mutinoo and Mahadeo, are 
committed with the rest, but on a separate charge of 
keeping up a criminal intercourse with the Thugs, which 
is fully proved by the statement of Mahadeo, by the pre- 
sent received by them, and also by the confession of more 
than one of the other prisoners. 

It probably would have been more correct had I sent 
the whole of the prisoners back to Captain Wardlow, as 
they were guilty of no offence within my jurisdiction ; bit 
on the whole from the A.gont being present at Jubulpore, 
I detcnniiied on committing them at once, leaving their 
subsequent disposal for him to determine; a Persian 
statement is attached to the Roobnkaree of the property 
f !uul on the prisoners, and of the murders acknowledged 
to have been committed by them previously in different 
parts of the country, with a descriptive roll of some of tlieir 
gang, who escaped when they were apprehended^ and 
likewise of several individuals named by them, who are 
now at large, and who subsist like them, on property 
procured by murder. 

In conclusion I may observe, that the discovery of 
their crimes is chielly to be attributed to tho confessions 
of Shewa, one of the prisoners; and that although 1 have 
given him no distinct promise, still 1 have told him that 
I would mention the circumstance, in the belief, that it 
Would be the means of alleviating the punishment be 
might otherwise be sentenced to. 

(Signed) C. FRASER, " 

P. A. A. G. Q. 

(True Copy,) 

P.A, A. G. a^ 


(Signed) 
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Extract of d letter to F. Wilder^ Esquire^ Agent to the 
Governor General^ from the Chief Secretary to 
Government. 

The Vice President in Council havings duly considered 
the above report, adverting to all the circumstances of the 
case, and not seeing any thing to render the pi lsoncrs 
Kurreem Khan and Nungoo lit objects of mercy, con- 
firms the jiidginenl of the Agent to the (rovernor 
General, whereby the said prisoners Kiirrceni Khan, (1) 
alias Kuramut Khan, son of Khezzur Khan Pathan, and 
Nuiigoo (2), alias Ilorraut Khan, son of Maun Khan, 
are convicted of murder and robbery, and are declared 
liable to sufler death, and directs that they be hung by 
the neck until they are dead, and that their bodies be 
afterwards exposed upon a gibbet in chains, at such 
place as the Acting Agent to the Governor General 
may determine. 

The Vice President in Council also confirms the judg- 
ment of the Agent to the Governor General, by which the 
prisoners-— 

3 Baz Khan, alias Bhuja, son of Nuthec Khan. 

5 Khoda Buksh, sou of Lull Khan. 

6 Gnnesli, alias Dhokul, son of Kunhey Tewaree. 

7 Khodabuksh, alias Ghoorun, son of Sheikh Knbmud. 

8 Kesur Khan, alias Kheszzur Khan, son of Peer Khan. 

9 Assnlut Khan, son of Hormut Khan, alias Khyreat 

Khan. 

l6 Hoslinn Dyer, son of Knlloo Dyer. 

11 Muduree, son of Kulloo. 

12 Boodhoo, alias Hurry Sing, son of Mukhnn. 

13 Zubur Khan, son of Lai Khan. 

14 DhtfrmKfaan, son of Bussamt Khan. 
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15 Zoolfeekar Khan, alias Badul Khan, son of Bheckam. 

16 Durroo^ alias Mmisookirj^^oti of Persaud, 

17 Plioolell Kban, son of Iktiar Khan. 

18 Sheikh Shuhadut, alias Assalut, son of Sheikh Buksboo. 

19 Jhao Khan, alias Miidaree, son of Darab Khan. 

21 Sboikh Islama, son of Sheikh Sooltanoo. 

22 Kaloo Khan, alias Kunnoo, son of Iktiar Khan. 

23 Surroop Singh, son of Sookeli Lull. 

24 Dhurm Khan, alias Izzut Khan, son of Noor Khan. 

25 Assalnl Khan, son of Man Khan. 

26 Islam Khan, son of Peer Khan. 

27 Bahadoor Khan, son of Imam Khan, and 

29 Akbnr Khan, alias llukooa, son of Peer Kban, 
are convicted of being accomplices in murder and rob- 
bery, and sentenced to imprisonment in transportation 
for life. 

With regard to the prisoner Shewn, the Vice Presi- 
dent in Council observes, that the discovery of the crimes 
of this gang is represented by Mr. Fraser to be chiefly 
attributable to his confession, and that although he, Mr* 
Fraser, gave no distinct promise to the prisoner, ho told 
him that the circumstance would be mentioned in the 
belief that it would he the means of alleviating the 
punishment to which he might otherwise be sentenced. 

Adverting to this circumstance and to the want of 
sufficient evidence to convict the prisoners Dburm Khan, 
(20) son of Bukbtawur Kban, and Khosbal, (28) alias 
Laljoo, son of Sooklall, of any active participation in the 
criminal acts of the gang, the Vice President in Council 
resolves that the sentence to which the said prisoners 
Shewa, (4) Dhurmo Khan, (20} and Khosbal are severally 
liable by the judgment of the Agent to the Governor 
General, be remitted ; bat with refer^pce to the fact of 
their being the associates of Thugs, and to their having 
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been apprehended in their coinpany^ directs that they be 
kept in confinenicut till they ""find substantial security for 
their future g^ood conduct and appepance when rcciuircd. 

The Vice President in Council oliserves that the 
prisoners Goolab Khan (30)» Miinnoo and Mahadeo, have 
been sentenced to specific periods of imprisonment by the 
Agent to the Governor General. 

Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing Resolution, 
together with a copy of Mr. Robertson’s Report and tbe 
whole of the Proceedings in the case, be transmitted to 
the Acting Agent to the Governor General in Saiigor and 
Nurbudda Territories for his information and guidance, 
with orders to carry the sentence of death passed on the 
prisoners Kurreem Khan and Ntingoo (!i2) into execution, 
by causing Ibem to be hanged by the neck till they are 
dead, at such time and places as he may deem proper ; 
and with directions to send the prisoners Baz Khan (3), 
Khoda Buksh (5), Gunesh ((>), Khoda Biiksh (1), Kesur 
Khan (8), Asslut Khan (})), IloshunDyer (10), Muduree 
(11), Boodhoo (12), Zubiir Kban (13), Dharm Khan (14), 
Zooifeekar Khun (15), Durroo (1(>), Pboolell Kban (17), 
Sheikh Shuhadut, (18), Jliao Khan (l.O), Sheikh Islama 
(21), Kalo Khan (22), Surroop Singh (23), Dhurin Khan 
(24), Assalut Khan (25), Islam Khan (26), Bahadoor 
Khaii> (27), and Akbur Khan (20), in custody at a proper 
season,; with the requisite Warrants to the Magistrate of 
the Suburbs of Calcutta, who will be iustructed to carry 
the sentence of transportation passed upon them into 
effect. 


(True Extract) 

(Signed) F. C. SMITH, 

Agent Governor GeneraU 

Qth November f 


W. H. SLEEMAN. 
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APPENDIX D. 

BURWAHA GHAT AFFAIR. 

Deposition of Moklal, Jmiooa and others, taken at Saugor 
before Captain W. JFf* Sleeman, 

I\\ the mokitli of Kartick^ about six years ago, I, Buk- 
hut Jemadar, and Thukoree at large, Uhokul Meraea 
Pande, (luing at Saugor) and Moklal approver, left our 
homes at Poorah in Jhausoc, on an expeditiuu to the 
Duckiin, and after taking' the auspices outside tho village, 
we proceeded via Jhansec, Bhilsa, and Rohlec. Leav- 
ing Bhupaul ou the right, we crossed the Nurbuda at 
Clicepanere, and encamped outside of tho village, under 
a .Bur tree on the bank of the river where wo found agaug 
of fifty Thugs under the following leaders : 

lloshun .Icmudar hung at Saugor, with ten followors. 
Khuleel ditto hung at ditto, with ten ditto. 

Ghureeba Dhadce hung at ditto, with seven ditto. 
Zolfukar «Teinadar hung at ditto, with seven ditto. 
Golab Khan, alias Puhara, hung at ditto, with 3 ditto* 
Sheikh Madareo hung at Joura. 

Moollooa Ahcer ^ 

and > Died in tho Saugor Jail ; 

Kehree Lodhee, ...) 

Nuuha Musulman, 

jVIanoola, 

Bhowanee, sou of llostuiii, 

Mahomed Buksh, . ^ 

I>.™Mohom.d. ........ !■ Appro™.; 

Sheikh Cbotecj 
" Daood, and 
Pa^u Khan, 


j 
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also encamped, and we joined them. They had reach- 
ed this place from their hohies without committing any 
mouler. The next morning we all lifty-six set out on 
Ine road to the Duckun, and arrived at Hiirda where we 
passed that night. Thence we proceeded by Siiigeea 
Deo Boregow and Asseer to Borhanpore, and encamped 
ontside of the town in a grove where there was a Mutli 
(Gosaens lodging). Vifa halted there the next day, and 
about noon a gang of fifty-six' tilher Thngs, under the 
following leaders, came up from their homes and joined 
our gang : 

Pursbaud Lodliee hung at Saugor, with ten followers. 

Pttrusrain Jemadar, 

Sirawun, brother of ditto, . . ^ at largo, with fifteen ditto. 

♦MunohurPartuk, Jemadar, j 

Kbooman Brahman, brother? (at large), nuinberof fol- 
of ditto, and 3 lowers not remembered, 

Mahraj Patuck who drowned himself in the lake at 

Dhamance, on liis way to Saiigor, nmlor an escort 1832. 

We all amounted to one hundred and twelve persons. 

From this place we set out on the road to the Duck- 
hun ; on reaching the bank of the Taptee river we sat 
down, and while we were talking and smoking, two Mo- 
sulman travellers came up on their way from Bhopaul to 
Aurangabad, lloshun Jemadar acted as Sothae and 
won their confidence. They sat down with us and smok- 
ed the hookah, and Uosbun gave them some food to oat 
as he was himself eating. After resting here sometime 
we went on with the travellers and reached Tankolee, a 
village six cose south from Borlianpore, and encamped 
on the bank of the river on the north side of the village. 

* Munobur lately ent hi^ throat near Jhansee, when lie found the 
guard from Jhansee coming up with him upon Hie open plain, and died 
on the spot. 
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After we had taken oar dinner^ about two gharries after 
sunset, we sent some people of our gang to converse with 
the travellers, and whil^ they were engaged in talking 
they were both seized and strangled upon their beds by 
Khoda Buksh Mosulman and Biikhut Brahman, both at 
large, assisted by others as Shamsheeas, who were sitting 
near them. We got from them one hundred and fifty 
rupees ia cash, two matchlocks, one tattoo and some other 
articles. In the division we got ono rupee each. 

After this aftair the next niQrD|(j|ty we proceeded on 
the road to the Dukhan and reached Edulabad, about 
ten cose south from Borhanpore, and encamped out- 
side of the town at a Fukeer’s Tukeea under some 
trees. The same day eight llokureeas, of whom six 
were armed with matchlocks, and two Camel drivers, 
came up with Tippoo Sabee rupees (vSpanish dollars) 
from Dunraj Seth’s house at Bombay, on their way 
to Indore, and lodged in a shop in the Bazar. We 
sent Khoda Buksh (at large) and Molloo Jemadar 
as Tilhaes (spies) to watch them. They went and put up 
in one of the shops near them. The next morning the 
Rokureeas set out and both our spies followed them. 
We conjectured that they would probably encamp at 
Tankolee that day, and as we had already committed 
a murder there we did not think it advisable to follow 
them to that place. We accordingly went on to Cbaund 
Deveo. The Rokureeas did not however go to Tan- 
kplej^, hut to Borhanpore— on the following morning 

Khnlecl, 

Mahraj Patuk, .... 

Purusrain, 

Zalim and Bukhut, . . 

t fifty select Thugs from the gang, set out for . Bof^ 
ore/ thinking;; that the Rokurei^ wemid arrive tbera 




Jemadars, 
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from Tdnkolee. The remainder of the gang: returned 
from this place to Deoleea/in the Bhopal district, having 
appointed to rejoin them there after perpetrating the 
murder of the above Rokiireeas. About one watch before 
sun set onr party arrived at Borhanpore and encamped 
outside of the town towards the north. Here both of the 
spies brought information that the Rokureeas had put up 
in the Bazar. On this we sent Molloo and Churceba 
Jemadars to make enquiries, and on reaching the Bazar 
they found three otber^^Camels lodging there, hut not the 
Bokureeas we were in search of. They returned and 
reported, and we sent off Khuleel and Monohur Jema- 
dars, and Miidara Thugs to trace them, oflering to give 
them one hundred rupees reward over and above their 
share of the booty. They were to proceed to Assecr and 
thence on to Boregow, where we would wait for them. 
These three men arrived at Asscer about midnight, but 
could not discover the Rokureeas, although they were at 
the time lodged in the Bazar. The next morning we 
reached Asseer without finding any trace of the Roku- 
reeas, and sent Ashratf (at large) and Monga (died in 
Saugor Jail) to the Bazar to purchase some Hour, &c. and 
went on to a nullah about one half cose distant from Asseer. 
Soon after we bad sat down at this nullah, these two men 
returned and told us that they had seen the Rokureeas 
settling the duties at the Custom house. On learning this 
we were much gratified and leaving Moonga and AshrufT, 
as Tilhaees to watch their movement, wo went oq to 
Boregow ; a litlle after our arrival there the spies brought 
information that the treasure bearers would not pass that 
way, having gone to Puticbpuhar. On hearing this we 
immediately set out for Punchpuhar but could not find 
We passed that night there, and in 
iiiorititig sent she other active Thugs in diflerw 

H 
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dircctious to trace them. Two to Asseer# two to Ilore- 
gow, and two toSherpore, on the Indore road, while the 
main body halted at Punchpuhar. About a watch before 
sunset the two men fr<m the Sherpore came back and 
told us that Uie llokiireeas had lodged in the Bazar at 
Sherpore the preceding night, and had set out on the 
road to Indore that morning, and intended to put op at 
a village about eiglit cose from Sherpore, name not romem • 
bered. Tboy got this information from the people at 
Sherpore and it was correct. Here the four other men 
rejoined us also. On learning this, although wo were all 
much tired, we immediately set out for that village, leav- 
ing Sherpore on the right; we arrived thereat midnight 
and encamped outside of the village under a large Peepul 
tree. The next morning when the Rokureeas set out 
from this village we followed, and about a cose from 
the village wo were detained by the Chokeedurs of the 
custom ehokce, and during our detention the Roku- 
reeas went on oat of our sight ; we paid the Chokeedurs 
one rupee four anas and went on; daring this interval 
the treasure bearers had, we found, crossed the Nurbudda 
at Burwahaghat and gone on to the Bazar of Burwaha, a 
village the other side of the river, and put up in a shop. 
We followed and crossed the Nurbudda at the same ghat 
and encamped outside of the same village under a bur tree 
near the small reservoir. The next morning the Darogah 
of the custom chokeo detained the treasure bearers to 
settle duties on their treasure, and we were detained also 
by the same authority, but we did not intend to pay them 
till the treasure bearers had settled, with the view 
following them. The treasure bearers had great alteroa* 
tiott with the people of the chokee who demanded a higb 
xj^e ordoty from them, when Maharaj Patuck wdnt 
iilf and admonished hiW/%d asked w&y be did 
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not let the treasure bearers go, ns» in the event of any 
accident happening to their treasure if they move at a 
iate hour, he would bo responsible fur it; on this the 
Darogah became alarmed andl'^ok fron) Ihcin whatever 
they had intended to pay. It was now late and the treasure 
bearers would not move that night. We advanced to a 
garden about two cose on the side of the road, where we 
cooked and ate our dinner and passed the night. The 
next morning, wliile we were preparing to move, wc saw 
the camels and the treasure bearers coming on, and wo 
immediately set out and went on to a nullah in an exten- 
sive bamboo jungle, where there was an uninhabited 
village. Here we all sat down, after cutting some large 
bamboo sticks, thinking this a suitable place for murder. 
While we were smoking, a man on horseback who had been 
the companion of the llokureeas ever since the preceding 
night, came up and sat down with us to smoke. Soon after 
the Roktirecas arrived and sat down to rest. We surround- 
ed them from every side, and seized and strangled the six 
matchlock men, then the horseman, and lastly wc pulled 
down the surwans from the camels with the bamboo sticks 
we had cut there, and strangled lliem. We buried the 
bodies of the whole in the nullah and instantly made 
Ghureeba mount on the sowar's horse, and took the trea- 
sure camels by a bye road through the jungle, leaving the 
high road to Indore on the left. Going on about two cose 
from the place where we had committed the murder, we 
aat down and took the loads oH' the camels, put them on 
our tattoos, and turned the camels loose in the jungles. 
Here we left the Indore ruvid altogether, and look another 
in a .dircctioD to the East. In three days we reached Sun- 
duip^reand encamped on the bank of a tank. Here we cut 
iihe treasure khooijcus^with tulwars and knives, and took.^ut 
tbe in wfakifa^^faund 15,000Tippoo Sabee rnpibs 
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(Spanish dollars)^ silver bullion 100 rupees weiglitt and a 
small brass box stamped. When we broke apeti this box, 
we found in it four diamond rings set with jewels^ eight 
pearls, and one pair of gold kiirras or bangles. . The whole 
of these articles amounted to 1000 Tip poo Sahees rupees 
in value. From . this booty Zaliin took out a handful of 
money as an offering to Davee, which we intended to give 
to priests of Bindachtil ; but not finding an opportunity for 
doing so it was left with Zalim. Afterwards we divided the 
booty and got about 150 rupees each Tippoo Sabi^ 
(Spanish dollars). The pearls and jewels were divided 
according to their value which had been then estimated. 
The shares of those who left our gang for the Bhopaul 
district as before described were given to their friends 
and relations. Hurry Sing (at largo, adopted by Kboinan,. 
died in Jubulpore jail,) took the horse for 10 rupees. We 
passed that night at Sundulpore, and afterwards returned 
16 our homes by regular stages. A few days after our 
return home, the part of onr gang wiiom we had left 
behind at Dooleca returned, having hoard that the irea^ 
sure had been robbed at Burwabaghat. 




(True Translation) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P.A. 

■ To G. WELLESLEY, Esquire.'^' 

Resident, Indore, 

Sir, 

r I have the honor to forward the depesMhtiH^ 

of Moklal and others on the subject of the murder of the 
escort with the treasure of Hliunraj Seth^ and to i^e^uOsf' 
that you will have the goodness to endeavour to 
the depositions of the men who burnt or 
iNidies* They were, I understand;^^^ discovefb^ 
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peopte of the place soon after Ilia aflair. Any iuforqi- 
ation regardiog the camels left on tlie ground would also 
be important. The guard at the Bnrwahughut belonged, 
1 understand, to His lligliiiess^fbe Holcar. 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) W. IJ. SL15EMAN, 

P. A. A. G. G, 

Sdtigor, 

P.A. A. G. G. Office. [ 
fheWthOct.im. ) 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P. A. A, G. G. 

Dej^osiiion of Narooha Ktnnusdar. of the Pargiina of 
Burwaha, taken on the 5iJi Nouemher before 

Captain Sandys. Assislanl to the Kesident at Indore^ 
and in charge of the Nunar district. 

In the year Sumbut 1884, on the 2J)tli January 1829, 
A. Dm three camels loaded with treasure belonjrinff to 
Dhuuraj Seth of Oinrowtee, came to the town of Bur- 
wafaa, rested the 30th and 31st, paid the duties 
demandable at the Custom-house, and marched again on 
the 31st January towards ludorc, by the village of Nacn, 
which was then unoccupied and waste. On the bank of the 
Nnllah, near that village, the men escorting the treasure 
were all killed^ and the treasure taken oft* by robbers, and 
oOithe 3d ot February 1829 Kliosala Balar, of (lie village 
of. Oipureea, came to the guard in the evening, and 
reported it. It was then late, and the horsemen of the 
to -escort treasure to Mundlesur, and I 
d^j^rred ygoing out till the next morning, when I, will) 
Zemindar of the Purguna, dud 
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Cbtttter Oafladar^ and three foot soldiers of the guard, 
went towards Naen, the place where the murders had been 
committed. On the road we met Golbeea, a Pardhee of 
the village of Nadeea, who told us that the three camels 
were left in the jungle, one with his legs tied and the other 
two frce« On coming to the Nala, at about a hundred 
paces distant from the road to the west, on the dry bed, 
we found three bodies. They were under the branches 
of a Golur tree, covered with leaves, dry sand aifd stones. 
A\"etook them out and found all their throats cut, appa- 
rently with swords. On one of the bodies was a black coat, 
and by that coat he was recognized to be Meer Futah 
Alee, a Merchant of JJorhan pore. He often passed by 
Burwaha on business, and became known to the Peeadahs 
of the guard. We then wont to Omureea and asked 
Humtah, the Putcl of that place, where the bodies were 
that he iiad reported, and he took us to a part of the 
Nala in which some water remained, with Girdhur 
Mukatce and Nana Putwaree, and about fifty paces west 
from the place where we discovered the first three bodies, 
we saw two more bodies lying on the ground on the edge 
of the water. Their throats had been cut in the same 
manner us those of the other two, and they had been 
mangled by animals. From this place we returned to 
the first three bodies, and searching further found two 
more about ten or twelve paces from thdni covered wjth 
sand, leaves, and stones, aud lying one oyer the other* 
We took them up and found their throats cot in the same 
i^anner as those of the others. There was no other 
wound discoverable on any one of the seven bodies. We 
now went in search of the camels, and about a qis^ter ^pf 
a pose from the bodies to the east, wc found one cepipl 
lying 4 ^wd with his legs tied. We took up 

of Nadeea where we /ipund thp 
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oilier camels browsing in a field, and sent all three 
without ropes or saddles to Barwaka, and 1 collected the 
Daloes from Nadao Rampoora, and Agiirwara, and Omur-^ 
reea to bury the bodies, and returned to Burwaha, and 
at the Custom-house cbokee ascertained from the kooks of 
Gnnput Raw, the Agent on the part of the farmer of the 
customs ; that on the 30th of January, 1829, Dhunraj 
Seth’s three camels had paid duty* ^^od that on the same 
day, a Bhowanee Persaud, and others his companions, 
bearing arms, and residents of Bundelcund, thirty per- 
sons, with six ponies, had been entered as paying Raha- 
daree duties, and on the same day, Mecr Tullah Alee, the 
merchant, had passed on his way to Indore. After learning 
these particulars, I sent off in pursuit of the robbers. 

Davey Sing, Poeada of the guard, deposed on the 
same day to tlie same effect. So also did Gohind 
Apa, Peeada of the same guard, and Chulter, Dufadar 
of the same guard. Also liana lliigonalli Sing, Zemin- 
dar of the Purguna of Burwaha. The men employed 
to bury them, depose to their having buried the seven 
bodies by order of the Kumasdar. 

Deposition of Bijan Naek Nahil, of Omureea, in 
Burivaha, 3r/ November, 1831. 

Iri the year Sumbut 1834, three camels laden with 
ti^^surc from Dhunraj Selh, were robbed at the Nalah of 
the village of Naean, and seven men who escorted it, 
murdered. Tfaraba/ Kumasdar of the Purguna, called 
me and ordered me to search for the murderers. I took 
three bOier Nabils ftpm Omureea, and two Danuks froni 
Nt^deea,' aud Bheela Raw, a Peeada of the guard of 
Burwaha, with me, to pursue the track ( many ) oi the 
iddce ithete the bodies lay. We could find no trace, but 
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after a good deal of search vre found the many t»n the 
road to Key, about a cose from the village of Naean east, 
near the deserted village of Khoree, and from that place 
we followed it through the villages of Gidwara, JuguU 
poorah, Itanigotah, Chorurnudee, Khamkee, Khargee, 
Baroul, and Kutkote, IJolkar’s territories. From this 
place fibula Ka>y returned home to Burwaba, and we 
took Zemeendars, one Dbanuk and one Bilac, to follow 
on the mauf/ or truce. We found it through Raliijhunna, 
Gowarbar, Gureegor, Chundero Gurh, Sankola, Byroo- 
gow, Kop Gowra, fiectora, up to the Bowlee of the 
village of Portula, in the Purguna of Ncemuopore, 
Mukoar, in the territories of Bunnear, which Bowlee is 
situated about two hundred paces from the village. 
From that Bowlee no trace could be found. We told 
the Putel of that village, Dew Cluind Kolee, and two 
other people to carry on the trace, and if they could not, 
they must answer to their Government for the murders, 
and having told them this we returned. On our way we 
saw the people of Kutkote cutting wood, and asked 
about the people who had passed of late. They said they 
Itad seen on the Nuddec, under Kutkote, twenty-live or 
thirty men from fiundelcund Awud, with five or seven 
ponies, and asked them whence they came. They said they 
were from Malwa and were going to Pootula, hut bad 
lost their road. We returned and reposed all to the 
Kumasdar of BurwaLa. 

Jfeposition of Tejiila Bular, of the viUage of Nct^ear. 

Purgunna of Burwaha, 1st Novemier^ 

in the Sumbut year 1884, -oa a Nalab, in the iditage of 
Naea% ioi the Purgunna of Burliawa^ thi^ camefs tadeki 
with treasure, belonging to DhunraJ Siidi, whreYOhbed; 
Cuad the men who escorted them murd^ed.'^ 
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taken iss a hegar with a Kafila of Government servants, 
^bo were going with a Palkee and other things from 
Borbanporc, as far as village of Omnreca, and was on my 
return, and warming myself at a fire left burning on the 
ground which a party of Brinjaras had just quitted near 
the village of Naean, when I saw a number of carrion 
birds, such as vultares and others descend from the sky 
and collect on the batik of the nalah ; on seeing this I 
went to the village of llainpora in the above Purgunna, 
and told Omrow Bhugwan and other Bulacs, that some 
animals must be lying dead in the nalah of Naean, as car- 
rion birds were there collected, and they all accompanied 
me to the nalah to sec, and we found two human bodies 
lying in the nalah close to the edge of the water. On 
seeing them, my companions returned to Rampora and I 
came home. On my way I met lleera Rajpoot, of the 
village of Agurwara, feeding his cattle in the grounds 
of Naean, and I told him that I had seen the bodies of 
two murdered travellers in the bed of the nalah, and at 
his request 1 went again and pointed them out from a 
distance. 

Deposition of Heera Rajpoot^ of Agurwara^ 
November, 1831. 

r was grazing by eattle bn the boundaries of Naean 
when Tejula Bular of Naneea, came towards me from the 
nalah, and said some people bad murdered two travellers 
and thrown their bodies into the nalah, and at my request 
he went and pointed them oat to me. At that time 
Nana Pntwaree, of Naddera, was on his way from 
Borwaba to Qmnreea, and meeting him I mbitioned the 
circumi^tance* went on towards Omureea, and 1 
returned, 4 q my oaiUe« : « 4 
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Nana Putvsaree deposes, 1^/ November, 1831. 

That on hearing- the circumstances from ITcera Rajpoot 
he went to Omureea and told (jirdhur Muktee and Ilimota 
PuteU and went with them and Bichun Xaliil and Sha- 
mila Bilae, to see the bodies. After seeing iho two 
we returned, and 1 requested Shamila Bular to go and 
report to the guard at Burwaha, but he sent his brother 
Khosala to do so. Khosaia deposes that he wik sent to 
report the circumstance to the guard at Burwaha, and 
reached the place towards evening, and reported accord- 
ingly. 


Urzee of Dhnn Raj Seth, C)ih November forwarded 
iJtroitffh Captain Robinson of Ellic/t pore* 


About thirty-three months ago, 45,000 rupees of my 
property, on three camels and one pony, with nino men 
on their way from Bombay to Indore, were taken by 
twenty-nine Thugs, four cose from Alvec Bureyra and 
twenty from Indore. The men were all killed and the 
pony taken with the property, but the camels were let go : 
Befaarcelal and Gomauee Ram, my Gomashtas, went with 
Delia Hurcara of Hulkar’s, in search of the Thugs, found 
them in Jhansee, and gave information to the Governor 
Cfenerafs Agent at Humeerpore, who got them seized 
and put in irons. They confessed that the property had 
j^een taken and divided into a hundred and one shares, and 
the Agent sent them all to the Kesidontat Indore, ^nd the 
Ttesident sent them back to the Agent at Humeerpore, 
made them over to the lUausee Rajah^Sr Wiikeel,'^itb 
orders to r^over and make good the property/ > 

, Sometime before this, gold to the value of 'twenty--twp 
^;t^usand(irupeea« in charge of four Hni^ras^randeiiother 
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batch of gold to the value of eleven thousand rupees, on 
their way from Poona to Jeypore, were lahen by Thngs, 
and the people murdered. The robbery was traced to 
these same Thugs, some of whom were in the Gwalior, and 
some in the Dnlteca territories ; many wore taken and 
made over to Kishen Porsaud, ITolkar’s Wukeel, and put 
into his Highness's Fort of Aliimporc. 1 hav<? recovered 
fourteen or fifteen thousand rupees out of the whole ; but 
my agenls have in Uiirty-tbree months spent in the search 
fifteen or sixteen thousand. 

The ofiicer in charge of the lubuipore district, has 
seized seven of the Thugs, and sent them to the Resident 
at Indore, and their case is not yet decided. All these 
Thugs reside in JIuinsoe and Jnbulpore, and they should 
be made to give up my property. My Gnmashta at 
Ilunieerpore wanted a lliircara and a letter, but the 
Agent of the Governor General would not furnish Ibeni 
out of regard for tlic Jliansee Chief tliougli the Residents 
of Nagpoor and Gwalior and other places have written 
to him in niy behalf. 

Urzee of Nanik Ram, Goinaahta of DIumraj Svth, for- 
warded throuyh Mr, Graeme, the Resident at Nagpore, 

2d September 18531. 

Abont three years and four months ago three camels 
and a pony were laden with tw'elvc thousand five hundred 
Reals of silver, value forty thousand rupees, and under 
the escort of seven matchlockmcn, w'^ere on their way from 
Bombay to Indore. On the road abont six cose from 
Indore, twenty-nine Thugs killed all the escort and took 
the pony bnt left the camelsw Beliarcelal and Gomainee 
Ram, my Gomasbtas at Indore, beard of the robbery and 
inforttied the Court of Holkar, who sent Holla Hurcara 
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with them to selirch for the Thugs. They found them nt 
Jhansee and informed the Agent at Uumeerpore^ who got 
them secured^ and when they had confessed the crime he 
sent them off to the Resident at Indore with the Jhansee 
Rajah’s Ilurcara. Twelve hundred rupees and three of 
the Reals were found upon them, and made over to the 
Gomashtas, and the Resident, having proved the theft, 
sent them back to the Governor Geueral’s Agent at 
Humeerpore, who made them over to the Jhansee Rajah’s 
Wukeel, with orders to request his master to make good 
the property. 

Some time before this, silver and gold to the value of 
thirty-three thousaud rupees were on their way in charge of 
Hiircaras from Poona to Jypore, and the men were all kill- 
ed by Thugs and the property taken. This was made known 
to the Agent at Humeerpore, who discovered that the 
Thugs were from Gwalior. They were seized and sent to 
the Resident at Gwalior, who ascertained the truth and 
recovered gold to the value of four thousand rupees, and 
put it in deposit at Gwalior, and afterwards made it over 
to my Gomashta. Four Thugs hud been seized by the 
Gentleman at Jubulpore, with fourteen hundred rupees 
of gold upon them, aud on my representation through the 
then Resident of Nagpore, Mr. Wilder, they were for- 
warded to Indore. The gold w^as there made over to my 
Gomashta and the Thugs sent to Humeerpore, where the 
'A^cnt made them over to the Jhansee Rajah, with orders 
that be should satisfy me and get my Razeenameh^ as he 
must have received a share of the booty. 

The Wukeel sent them all to Jhansee but remainc^d 
IsiiAself at Humeerpore; the Rajah detained my 
a month, and then told them to go to Humeer-*' 
pore^^aiad he would send them the thieves; '^Th went 
A^ocordingly to the Agent at Humeerpore wbo proinisod 
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to recover the property for Ihcm^ but it is not . yet 
forthcoming. The Gomasiitas are reduced to despair aad 
have expended tlioiisnnds of rupees. The Saugor 
Gentleman is now in charge, and three hundred and twenty 
Reals have been found upon the Thugs, and as Beharcelal 
and ilursabee my Gomaslitas, are now at Saugor, I pray a 
letter to his address, to rcrinest he will cause the Jhansee 
Rajah to make good my losses. 

W. 11. SLEEMAN. 


APPENDIX E. 


(No. 2G.) 

DHOOLEEA MALAGOW AFFAIR. 


To G. WELLESLEY, Esquirk. 

Resident al Indore. 


Sir, 


1 have the honor to forward the Deposition 
of Feringeea, one of the gang engaged in the aAair com- 
monly called Dbooleea Malagow, and request you will do 
me the favor to have the Depositions of some of the peo- 
ple of Jokur, who are said to have seen the bodies of the 
murdered people, taken by the local authorities and for- 
warded that they may be filed as part of the evidev^po 
against the members of the gang now in this Jail. I 
pray yon to e^cose the trouble which my ignorance of 
the 
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j ' Y tnu^st liTso reqiiiest you to do me tlie favor to a^Scertaiu 
;;^fcetlier the money was sent as stated by Kisbenchund 
fi^nii Poona for the house of Maun Sing at Indore. . 

IhavG, &c. &c. 

(Signed) \V. IT. SL12EMAN, 

P.A.A.G.G. 

Swu^rflp. A. A, G. G. Office, 

June 183 1 • 


iDF.POSiTIONS TAKRN liKFORE THE ROIVISTaY AUTHORl. 
TIES AND FORWARDED TO CAPTAIN SLEKMAN BY MU. 
WELLESLEY. 

Bheeka and Lucfimnn, March 1828. 

We went from Jhorya to Arohce on the 22nd of Cheyt 
last on a Sunday, and on our way home at a ruined 
Bowlee near Jliorka, we smelt something like dead bodies^ 
and coming home told the public oQiccrs who wciit to 
ascertain what it was. 

Deposition of Sukliaram, Lucinnun, Moliim Ram and 
other Bankers of Poona, 22d July 1831, A. 2>. 

Our Seth master at Poona sent three men* on the 2d of 
Mag, (January) from Poona to Indore, with gold to the 
value of eleven thousand rupees, and as they did not 

■■■■ ■ ^ ■■■■' -■ 

; These were the three men murdered at Dhorecote, jai|d not those 
w^ose hodieH were found. These were the bodies of tbo^ jisyen persons 
\inur<ieted the ;yetir before, three were buried in the' iitid the rest 
:l^ried under stones in the Bowlee. ; ffj -i 
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♦reach their destination, he sent us to seek 
searched' from village to village as far as Jhorka, aud ou^ 
cose from it in advance on the road to Dhooleoa, on tbe^ 
right hand^ in a ploughed tield, we found the bodies of the 
three murdered men, and reported to the Sahib. 

Deposition of Oda Pulel taken at Malagow^ 

22d Jtf/y 1831. 

The Mamiutdar at Malagow asked whet1i(?r T had gone 
upon Dusrut Bheel’s report to search for bodies. 1 said 
that on the 7^ March, on Saturday, Diisrut Bheei of 
Jhorka, came to me and said that in (he Gya Pokar licid 
were dead bodies. Papa Bheel told me the same thing. 
I told the — and he, I, and llagboo Putel and Meerab. 
Kulkarnee, and four others went, and 1 saw in a hollow 
place bodies with stones over them ; animals had devour- 
ed part of the flesh : we uncovered and took out bones 
and two or three skulls. About ten cubits from this pit, 
we found bones of two or three other people, but the 
skeletons were not entire. The hair on the bead was about 
a cubit long, and part being cut off showed they were 
men. We reported to the Court at Malagow. 

Deposition of Dusrut Putel, 22dJuhj 1831. 

Papa Bheel of Dharareea, on Thursday came to Maujee 
*Naek while we were together, and said he had seen dead 
bodies in the field of Gya Pakur, the day before while 
hnnting. I sent Gurha Bheel with him. He saw then and 
returned* 1 next day, with Dusrut Shikdar and Oda 
Putel, and' three or four others, went and saw bodies 
ijnder^toi^. in a ditch. There was little flesh npop the 
bones. Aii another place twenty enbits distant were tibd 
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bbn^d of two or three people, hut the skeletons were not ^ 
entire and we could not see the wonnds* We came to 
Malagow Kutclieree and reported. 

Krishna Putel, 22d Jidy 1831. 

On the 22d of Cheyt, Satnrday, Bhika Bheel, on return- 
ing from Aumce to Jhorka, smelt a bad smelt, and came to 
Shikdar and reported- I and Oda Patel were sitting with 
him. He said there was a bad smell in the Bowlee and it 
should be searched. We went and were joined by Shuka- 
ram and Luchmun from Poona, who had jtist come from 
Dhoieea in search of three men who had been sent with 
money from Poona to Indore. Having arrived at the 
Bowlee we smelt the stink, and looking down saw the body 
of a man under stones. He had onawliito Uugarka, with 
blood about the collar of it. We threw it in again after 
looking at it. There was long hair on the head. We con- 
cluded had he been murdered by Thugs. We returned 
home and reported. Nt^xt day further search made, hut 
no more were found in the Bowlee. Some time before five 
or six bodies had been dug up about five hundred paces 
from the Bowlee on the Purolaroad, but Shukaram thought 
the one in the Bowlee must have belonged to his three, as 
the others had been buried too long. 
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APPENDIX F. 


OllORKE AFFAIR. 


To W. S. BOYDE, Esquire. 

Magistrate, Candeisit, 

Sir, 

T have the honor to forward the trans- 
lation of the Deposition of Duleia, one of a gang of Thugs, 
who are said to have perpetrated some murders in your 
neighbourhood, and as several of the members of that 
gang are now in the Saugor Jail, and about to be brought 
to trial for that and other crimes, 1 must request you to do 
me the favour to send me copies of any proceedings held 
in that case at Dholeea* 

(Signed) W. 11, SLEEMAN. 

I5ih August, 1831. 


To W. S. BOYDE, Esquire, 


Sir, 


Magistrate, Dlioleea, 


Permit me to request, that you will 
have the goodness to furnish me as soon as possible with 
any information you may be able to procure regarding 
the case mentioned in my letter to your address of the 
15th August last. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN. 

October, 1831. 

K 
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DHOREEA AFFAIR. No. 46. 

(Copy.) 

To CAPTAIN W. II. SLEEMAN. 

Prhiel. Assistl. Saugor, 

Sir, 

1 buvc the honor to forward all the 
information my Records aiTorded on thti subject of your 
dispatch of the 25th ultimo. 

(Signed) W. BOYDE, 

. Magistrate. 

Candeisli^ Dholeea, ISlh Nov. 1831. 


No. 25. 

To CAPTAIN IL W. HODGES, 


Sir, 


Acting Collector in Candeish. 


In reply to your fiivor of the 13th 
instant, I lose no time in forwarding the enclosed peti- 
tion this day received by me from the agents or owners 
of the property therein mentioned, and have only to add 
that fonr persons by name Rutteeram, Premrauj, Tilluk- 
chnnd, and Sidpersaud, on behalf of the above mentioned 
parties, this day proceed to appear before you at Dholeea. 
A Muckadiim of Cossids by name Juggajeo Rajpoot 
accompanies them. 

(Signed) J. D.DEVETRE, 

Senior Magistrate of Police* 
Bombay Police Office, 7 
The 21st Fehruary, 1830. J 
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To the Worshipful 

J. D. DEVETRE, Esquirk, 

Senior Magistrate of Police, &‘c. &‘c. &c. 
Most Respectfully Shevvetht, 

That your petitioners on the28tli of January had dis- 
patched some goods, valued altogether at about rupees 
72,322, belonging to them, directed to Joypore, by the 
persons named Jootadass, Rajpoot, Jullajce Cooly Raoc 
Pufel, Busta Putel, Busta Calooka, Beta Ravajee Patel, 
Jewraj Cooly, and Jeelajee Rajpoot, through the recom-^ 
inendation of the following Muccadums, viz, Pudniajee, 
Jasajee and Askurrun. 

Intelligence has been received by your petitioners, that 
the men above named have been plundered on the road 
and killed by the highway men, except one, whilst on their 
way to Joypore. It w'as understood that some of tho 
thieves are apprehended by the Honorable Company’s 
Olljcer in charge of authority at that place, and also it is 
given to understand to your petitioners that some of the 
goods have been found there. In noticing to yon the 
above circumstances your Worship ordered the petitioners 
to give a list of the goods and marks on the bundles so 
plundered, that your petitioners may perhaps obtain some 
relief, 

Pursuant to your Worship’s order the petitioners beg 
to annex a detailed list of tile goods and marks of the 
bandies as above specified. 

And your petitioners as in duty bounc^j^shall ever pray. 

Joniivmiji Babadoor Mull. 

Mohun Ram Qirdhurlall. 

Arjoondas Soorujmull. 

Tarachand Seetaram. 

Bombay^ 21st Fehy. 1831. 
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Goods beloaj^ng to Jonavmnl, marked in Gazeratee, 
Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

M^ked in Gom-\^ bundles of Pearls, value Rs. 16,842 
rates letters,... j 

Marked with wax C 1 bundle of Europe Piece 
teal jo Gvzeratee, .. \ Goods, 1 piece, S 


Tha detail of the above is as follows : 


16,847 


On every of this 
bundle Gozeratee, 
No. 151 i, 


Bundle No. 1, valued Rs. 
Ditto „ 2, „ 

Ditto „ 3, „ 

Ditto „ 4, ,, 


8,400 

3,550 

4,300 

582 


Total,.... 16,842 


.Seal of wax in 
Ooxeratee on every 
bundle Muhoincr* 
Horn Sree Kisbun- 
dass, 


Goods belonging to Mohuman Gir- 
idnrlal-— 

^4 bundles of Pearls, 2 of 
which marked in Gozu- 
ratec, numbers 1 and 2, Rs. 10,500 


The detail of it as follows : 


Bundles No. 1, containing Pearls, value Rs. 


Ditto No. 2, ditto ditto, 4,175 

Ditto ditto Diamonds, 35 

Ditto ditto Pana Manic, 40 

1 bundle wUbout number, containing 
Powder of Pearls, 550 


1 bundle ditto ditto, contg. Pearls, 3,100 


2,150 



6,6£f0 


Total Rupees, . . .' ^ ’Tl,610 
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Marked- :Wi til wrtx 
seal io Goxeratee, 
Hoobebund Bohios, 
name 3 and 4, mark 
i5i, 




Goods belonging to Arjooddass Soo- 
rujmiil — 

1 bundle of Pearls, inarkod 
with difterebt numbers, Rs. 11,75( 


No8. 1, 2 and 3, 
marked 33:}, with 
Bhijachuod Sunknr- 
dass Mooltan Clinnd’a 
name, 


} 


1 bniidlcorGold and Silver, 
marked with Sureiuiuss 11 nr- 
sook’s name, value Rs 


60 


11,810 


^ Goods belonging to Tarachund See- 
Marked with wax A (arain — 

^nnjies of Pearls, value 

■ «/■ ! «_ V ' 


.■Jvoisi i Ks 30,340 

aifie, r^u« I&4, • • • • m 

V 1 box. uf dilto ditto, 5,400 


Total Rupees .. 35,740 


(True Copy.) 

(Signed) J. STEVEN, A. M., 

Judicial Deimrtment. 


To CHARLES NORRIS, Esquikr, 

Secretary to Government, Bombay, 


Sir, 


An account of 
murder and robbery 
08 required by the 
Secretary’s letter of 
the 6th instant trans- 
mitted. 

it, beg to transmit 


I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, 
in reply to mine of the 20th ultimo, 
and conformably to the instructions 
contained in the fourth paragraph of 
the following account of the murder 


^ndjrobli^ry which took place in the Dholeebaroe pass, 
of tfae^aithpoora Hills, on the 6th February last. 
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SixrlpHii .t liip 2il. The ponroos robbed and Olitr^ 
i>erson8 robbed, and defed were six men^ who together 
amount of the pro- ^,vith a seveolli, had been eutrasted 
periy in charge. ^wenty-seven packages of pearls, 

a small package of cloth, and a few rupees, by font mer- 
cantile houses at Bombay, on whose account they were 
to have been conveyed to Jeypore. At Malegaon and 
Parolab, the persons entrusted with those commodities, ' 
the value of which is stated by the Gomashtas of the 
several houses to be rupees 72 took under their 
charge some gold mohnrs, and Venetian ducats, and it is 
not improbable that from this circumstance it became 
11 no wn to the gang by whom they were plundered, that 
they had such valuable property under their charge. 

Intimation of the 3d. The first intimation of the 
robbery first re- robbery was conveyed to the Mamlut- 
dm- Qf Chofrali, on the day after it was 
committed, by Dnsrut, the Bheel Naig, of the Dholce- 
barec paSbS, who stated by letter that, at about eiglit 
o’clock in the morning of the preceding day, seven 
Beemawallas, of the designation of the persons robbed, 
had passed by Dooleebaree, and represented in reply to 
bis enquiries on the subject that they were come from 
Bombay, and were going to Indore, and had no property 
of value in their possession. He added that they were 
followed shortly after by twenty- two men, with five tattoos, 
who had among them two swords and a dagger, and who 
stated that they had been in the service of the British 
Government, from which they had received their dis- 
charge and were proceeding to Cawnpore. 

Intimation of the 4t|j^ circumstance of the rob- 

knomi to Oasral Naig 
moans communicated ^ 

to Oasnit Naig. in coDseqaeiice of one ef 

'vallaa having proceeded in advance of biaioompttilpitf 
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as far as Gadorghaat, aboat foar cose from Dboleebaree^ 
where he waited for his companious daring that day and 
nighty and afterwards, finding he was not followed by them, 
retarned to Dhooleebaree. ^ 

By wbat means 5|^|j^ On his way to Dlioleebare© 
the occurrence of the 


robbery was iirat dis- 


Ibis person was informed by a traveller 
covered. whom he met on the road that he had 

seen the body of a murdered man in a Nalah near the road, 
and proceeding himself to the spot where it was reported 
to have been seen, he recognized it to be the body of one 
of his companions. From that spot he proceeded to 
Dhooleebaree, and obtaining some of Diisnit Naig’s people 
to accompany him returned to the Nalah where the bodies 
of his other iivo companions were also found, on one of 
them concealed in his clothes a bag of pearls was found, 
and on another a rupee and a half. 

Conduct of Dusriit (jjjj Dusrut Naig shortly after- 

Naig and lu8 follow- ^ards joined his followers at the Nalah 
where the bodies had been found, and 
traced the footsteps of men and horses as far as a deserted 
village, on the way to a deserted part of country, lictwccn 
two ranges of the Salhpoora Hills called the Pall Tuppa. 
From thence he states some footsteps were traced in the 
direction of a village called Ghinalipance, in the Arraward 
Purguna, but the footsteps of the horses and the greater 
part of the gang were traced to a village named Dhe- 
gaiim, in the YawuII Purgunah, it being by Ibis time late 
iii the evening no further traces could be discovered, and 
the Naig came to me at Yawull. 

Measure taken at 7th. The following morning every 

Yawull to obtain in- Sowar whose services were available 
telbgence of the rob- 

dterg. ^ ^ ^Tor the purpose, and several of the 

Mtmlatdar’s Hnrearahs, mounted on tattoos, were sent 
qaesi of intelligence of the robbers. 
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P’rdceedi'a^oftwie^' 8tb. Three Sowars and one of the 
Sowars and Harca- Hurcarahs having obtained: intellU 
raha from Yawnll. geuce on the road that some persons 
answering to tlie description of the robbers given by 
Dusrut Naig, bad been seen at a village called Nab nee, 
in the Yawull Pergannah, proceeded to that village, 
and one of the horsemen being in advance of the others 
entered the village by himself, and standing near a 
Buueeah’s shop,* met a man who on enquiry described 
himself to be a Sepoy of the 4th Regiment; upon 
being asked if he had any companions with him he said 
he had two, who were preparing their food at a well near 
the village. Afterwards the person addressed accom- 
panied him to the gate of the village, near which he 
pointed out two persons who he stated to be his compa- 
nions. These two persons on being called to, stopped in 
the first instance, but after accompanying the horsemen 
a; little distance ran off. The horsemen gave the man 
whom he had first accosted in charge to a Sebundy, and 
went in pnrsuit of the others, who he says ran towards a 
place called Martunaclice W arra, and he observed that 
they were preceded by five other persons, all of whom 
were rupning away. The Sowar came up with five of the 
party who stood on thoir defence against him, one of them 
drawiii^ a sword for the purpose, aud in the end, by the 
assistance of other persons the whole five were appre- 
ben^d. The Sowar stated that the other two were ap- 
preh^ded also at Fy^/poor, to which place he followed 
them, biti there is not yet suflicieut evidence that two . 
parffons who were apprehended there are the same be 
fayad s^^ at Nahnee. 

Statement of the The pris6i|||ii^ BIX in 

prieonen taken at who were taken at Ws 
*’•**"•*■ all describe themselred to bi 
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viihoat employmeut or connexions in the couiitry, and 
most of them state ibat they bavo recently come from 
Hindoostan» They all agree that they come to Nahnce 
together, but give dilTerent acoc^nts of the lime and, 
place of their first meeting each other, some of them 
saying it was Dholia, others at Maligauin, and others 
between these two places, and notwithstanding they ac-* 
knowledge they had been travelling together for some 
days past, they generally professed an ignorance of each 
other’s name. 


Mode in which A. short lime after they 

part of the plunder were apprehended, a Cbowdry of the 
was discovered. village of Nalivee observed a sword 
and sonic other things without any person near them in 
the place called Martiinchawarru. lie communicated 
the circumstuDcc to another Chowdry of the village, who 
taking a dirk with him brought the things found there to. 
a Shaikhdar, who was in the village, and upon examining:; 
one of the things found, it was discovered to contain 
among other things two scaled bags which proved to be 
two of the bags of pearls of which the murdered Bim- 
beewallas were robbed. 


Nature of the evi- I cannot obtain any clear 

dehce against tbe and certain evidence that llie persons 
prisoners taken at apprehended had been seen tin the 
Nalivee. place where the stolen property was 

found, but all the circumstances under which they were 
apprehended point them out as the persons in whose 
possession it had been, and their guilt is furth^- estab- 
lished by the important circumstance of two of tbem^ 
being recognized by one of the followers of Dusrut Naig^r 


of the par}|^lbat passed Dhooleeabaree imme-* 
d^t|||y^after the Bimbeewallas, by wbicli party there can 
; the murder and robbery were committed* 
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PreeMcllDgior #■ ' 13!h. The pwty of Si^mrs whose 
party of Sowars operations have been described/ prp- 
from Borhaopore. ceeded from Yawall, and another parly 
of five proceeded from Knssoolpoor in the Rewair Pur* 
gunnali, and went to Borhanpore in quest of the robbers ; 
tliey there learnt that some strangers with tattoos had 
just arrived, and alighted in a garden near the city>' They 
proceeded to the spot and found three men together, two * 
of whom were in the act of unloading their tattoos, and 
the third was standing near them with a sword under bis 
arm. Other two were observed at some little distance 
from them, who when they found the Sowars questioning 
the three men ran ofi’and made their escape. The three 
men were secured by the Sowars. The sword of the man 
described to have been standing unemployed, was on 
examinatiou found to bo stained with blood from the 


point to the hilt. Suspended to the neck of the same 
man was a tobacco pouch containing some rupees, goM 
moliurs, and Venetians — the latter the exact number that 
had been in charge of the Bimbcewallas. On examining 
the l>aggage that had been taken from the tattoos, four of 
the bags of pearls that had been plundered were discovered. 


>iature of tbo evU 
dence aguiuat tbn 
prisoners apprehend - 
ad in a garden at 
Borhanpore, 


13tii. The evidence against these 
three persons appears to he quite con- 
clusive. They themselves, however, 
deny their guilt, assert that all the 


Sowars have sworn to is false, and that they know nothing 


about things pretended to have been found with them. 


There-W not the slightest reason to doubt the truth, of 


the Sowars’ statements, which are perfectly cleair Kdiiiid 


xoosiiiteiit, and in confirmaiiton of them, one oftheit^u 
fmrsons is recognized to have b€if||ir with the 
twenty-two persons who followed the Bimbei^vithl||4l^^ 
^Dbooleubarec. 
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Ob ll'esaiw day and. about 
^w?^whicli four pri- the same time that the three persona 
8O1I0F8 were appre* were apprehended as abovenientioned^ 
other four were stopped by some per- 
SOUS' 'j^ployed in the collection of the Ziikat near lior- 
hanp^£^, and detained atitil some of the party that had 
beeik iia quest of the robbers arrived. The four persons 
are stated to have been goiri*^ towards the garden \vhero 
the other three were apprehended. They had with them 
two swords and two tattoos. Both the swords were stained 


with bloody and one of them considerably so. The loads 
an the tattoos were not examined on the spot, but taken 
to a place where the Sowars were, and there examined. 
Nothing of value was found with the baggage of these 
persons, but two brass ve.ssels were found with it, which 
are recognized by the Bimbec walla that escaped to have 
belonged to one of his murdered companions. Of the two 
tattoos taken with these prisoners, one of them was seen 
at Dhooleeharee by a follower of Diisrnt Naig, in pos- 
session of the party of two and twenty men that followed 
the Bimbeewallas and is recognized by liitii. Two of the 
prisoners arc said to have been seated on the tattoos 
when the party was stopped by the Zakat Collectors, but 
unfortunately these last cannot point out which of the 
prisoners were so seated, nor can I ascertain on satisfac- 
tory evidence from which of them the swords were taken. 
One man only can swear to one of the swords being taken 
from one of the prisoners in particular, 

Sufement of the lotli. Three of the pris^&ners ac- 
PrUopera. knowledge that the four bad been 

■^V^I^Ung in company together: before they were: appre- 
but give <^aordaiit accounts as to the time and 


f = theiniirst meeting. One of the prisoners denies 
bad previously been in company with the other 
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three before lie was apprehended, and alleges that they 
were merely following him on the road ltDConnected with 
him. One of the swords is stated by the prisoners to 
have been in the possession of one of his companions, bat 
that companion denies that he had any sword in his 
possession. The other sword none of the prisoners will 
acknowledge. One of the tattoos, but not the one which 
was recognized at Dlioolecbaree, is acknowledged by one " 
of the prisoners to have been in his possession, but the 
other tattoos none of them will acknowledge. 

Reinarktt on the Kith. Sdcii is the evidence against 
Evidence. Ili0 prisoners who have been appre- 

hended on suspicion of having been engaged in this 
atrocious robberv and murder. I retjret with regard to 
some of them it is not so perfect as could be desired, 
although it appears to me that there is sufficient to 
warrant the committal of thirteen of them and to leave 
little doubt of their guilt. I havo in vaiu endeavoured by 
every proper means to induce some of them against whom 
the evideuce is least perfect to turn Kiug’s evidence, and 
merit pardon by a full coufession and disclosure of all the 
circumstances connected with the robbery. 

17th, Considering the hazard to which so largo a pro- 
perty was exposed by the mariner of its conveyance 
through a wild and deserted country, and that the recovery 
of a considerable part of it, I believe about one-third of 
the whole in value, has been effected quite iudependently 
of the exertions of the owners of it, it may perhaps appear 
to the ilnnorable the Governor in Council, but just that 
whatever may bo now given in the shape of rewards;^tp 
those by whose exertions it bits been recovered^ should fa# 
paid to Government by the owners (O^ ihe property after 
the trial of the prisoners has taken place, and it may; fie 
a questioa whether the owners of the property ahool^iinl 
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also be required further to reward the Sowars and others 
by whose means their property has been recovered by the 
payment of a salvage, in addition to the rewards which 
they may be deemed entitled to under my proclamation^ ^ 
(Signed) H. VV. HODGES, 

Acting Magistrate^ 

Bhurgaortf flith March, 182f>. 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) W. BOYDE, 

Magistrate* 


To W. BOYDE. Enquire, 

Magistrate, Candiesh at Dhooleca* 

Sir, 

I have to express my thanks for the docu- 
ments you have done me the favor to forward with your 
letter of the iSth instant, hut in order to complete the case 
I shall feel much obliged if you will have the goodness to 
procure for me any reply that Government may have sent 
to Captain Hodges’ address to the Secretary to Govern- 
ment of the 21th March 1829, and let mo know what 
ultimately became of the men therein mentioned as under 
his custody. 

Several of the gang who then escaped have been seized 
by me, and I hope to secure the greater part of those still 
at large, but it is too late to expect to recover much of 
the property taken olf by them. Should you not have a copy 
of Mr. Secretary Norris^ reply, may I beg tlig favor of 
your making application for one in order to save delay, 
as the men are to be put upon their trial, if possible, 
neit month. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Principal Assistant 

8augor,P* A* Office, 30/A November, 1831. 
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(Copy.) 

To Captain W. IL SLEEMAN, 

Priucl. Assistt. A» G, G., Saugor^ 

Sir, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, and to en- 
close a copy of the reply from this Government required 
by yon to Major Hodges’s letter of the 24th March 1829. 

2. 1 also enclose a memorandum of the manner in 
which the Thugs you allude to were disposed of. 

3. With best wishes for the success of your able 
exertions in protecting the country from the atrocious 
acts of those detestable miscreants. 

(Signed) W. S. BOVDE, 

Magiatrate* 

Cnndnsh, Magistrate, s Office, 1 
OhooleUt Dec, 1831. J 


MEMORANDUM. 


No, Names of Convicts, Seniefice, 

^ Was seateiiced to 
Ibe hung, but he 

1 Sheikh Efuain, Ud. Sheikh Buscon,<comtiuued suicide, 

J ou tile 2d August, 

^ 1820 . 


2 Munsaram, Kulooram, * 

3 Madarqe,.I^^;Bajaram, 

4 Oody Sling, IJ<J. Punchuin, 

5 Pccrbux, 

6 Qasim Khan, Ud. Noor Kh<%n, .... 

7 Uossein Khan, Ud. Peer Khan, 


Transported be- 
Syond seas on the 
[ 2d September 1829. 


5 Ranged at Ra* 
^ ^ on the lilh 

1 ^ September 1839. 
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Noi Names of Convicts* Sentence* 

9 Maftick, Ud.’ Buhader, . . . I Relea.ed,»ow in 

^ Saugor. 

10 Gunesli, UJ, Mnngul, at. larg’e, 

11 Massook Ud. Mudoo Sing, inSaugor, 

12 BhowanceUd. Munsook, at large,...' 




Imprisoned for 

13 Sheikh Kalloo ird. Sheikh Munnoo,.V’“ life-died 

\ Oil tlie 2*2(1 Decern- 
f bi'r 1829. 

fSi-nerl) AV. S. BOVOE, 

Magistrate* 

No. 54.) of 1S2S). 


No. 4{j. 

Judicial Department . 

To Captain II. AV. HODGES, 

Acthiff Collector and Magistrate in Candelsh. 

Sir, 

1 am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, and to convey to 
you the sanction of the Hoiiorablo the Governor in 
Council for the distribution of a reward of rupees 
si^ hundred and fifty, among the persons through whose 
exertions certain delinquents, supposed to have been con- 
cerned in a robbery and murder, were secured, and for the 
offer of a reward of rupees fifty, for the apprehension of 
every other person engaged in the said rebbery. 

(Signed) C. NORRlS; 

Secretary to Government* 

Bomhay Castle, April, 1829. 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) AA^ S. BOYDE, CoUeciot^ 
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APPENDIX a 


(No. 102.) 

SHIKARPORE AFFAIR. 

To COLONEL BRIGGS, 

Resident^ Nagpore., 

Sir, 

I have the honor to request that you 
ivill do me the favor to let me know whether Mr. Jenkins, 
while he was Resident at Nagpore, paid a visit to 
Bundclkund about the year 1816 or not. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 
Saugor^ 25th April, 1833. 


To CAPTAIN WARDE, 

Assistant Resident, Nagpore, 

Sir, 

Will you do me the favor to ascertain 
for me the names of any officer who passed up thro^h 
Nagpore and Jubulporc in the early part of 1816. Some 
people following in their train were murdered between 
Jubulpore and Bsmdab, and some of those who were 
present at the murder say that they had very large 
establishments^ and that they think one of them was^ 
ncNiMr relation of the Resident of Nagpore, Mr. Jenkioi. 
They add, that the servant of the Gentleman talked?0fv;> 
their having been on some expedition against the Frene|lH 
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At that time we had not taken possession of Jubnlpore, 
and no information could be expected from reference to 
that place. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 
Princh Aswtt^ 

Saugor, 23rd May, 3S33. 


to CAPTAfN WARDE, 

Assistant Resident^ Nagpore. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to request that you 
will do me the favor to ascertain whether Ram Buksh 
Tumbolee ever recognized and recovered the property of 
his relations from Bundclkund, as he is stated in Mr, 
Jenkins's letter of the 6th September 1816 to have claimed 
them^ but no documents relating to it can be procured 
from the Agent’s Oflice. Some of the perpetrators of 
that murder are now under trial, and the Court is very 
anxious to ascertain this point, which it considers of 
great importance ; and I shall feel much obliged if yon 
can afford me the necessary information. 

(Signed) W. II, SL REMAN, 

PrincL Assistt^ 

Sm^pr9,2fth Fehruargj 1833. 


To CAPTAIN W. II. SLEEMAN, 

PrincL AssistL Agent Gi\ GL Saugon 

Sir, 


In reply to your letter of the 27th 
hltimo, 1 have the honor to inform you that there does pot 
appear to be anf record in the Besidency Office in tto 

M ■" 
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case if Boksh^ of a sabsequent dale to 

Mr. JebkiS^Vfefter alluded td % yddi ^Ram Bc^li : ia 
deady and 1$^ what 1 have been able to ascertain from, 
jiersoiis Vecodecting the circninstancey it appears that be 
wepft id fi^tidelkuud with the hope of recovering a child 
and his property, but returned unsucoessfal. 

(Signed) W. WARDE, 

Qfff. Assists 

Nagpore Residency i 13/7* Jtfare/i, 1834. 


SIIIKARPORE AFFAIR, 
j Murder of 27 Persons. 

Deposition of Sheikh Inaent, llfh Aprils 1S33. 

About fifteen years ago, in the year when Mr. Jenkinsi 
the Resldenti went from Nagpore to Banda, I was with a 
gang of one hundred and twenty-five Thugs, under 
Nalhea^ Noor Khan, Bbudae, Ghuiab Kbuo, Hyput 
jehiadors, ' at , Schora, in the District of JFubulpore. 
We beard of Mr. Jenkins’s approach from Jubulpore 
and waited a day for his party, and when they Came 
up to Sebora we joined them, and vjmade acquaintance 
with the travellers. Some pretended to be on their way 
home from service> others to belong to the Residecl’is 
camp. They went on to Eowreea, and we oontionjed 
with them, and went on the second day with themr^o 
Belhree, whe»8* ^we inveigled to join n$, twenty-seyoja 
of the party; ;ittcluding five> womens and two boys about 
three yeare of age W persuaded tbem/tbat|i^^ 

suffered > much loss and inconvenience by traveHingi w|li^ 
so large a camp, that food was mncb dearer, and ofte^ 
to be got for that the v^ter was al^s 
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$ 0 arce a^d ^addy, aticl Umt we;Should.eaca|iLaiy by 
toavitig' the camp/ and taking? the. road by Ppwae; 3*a 
aN this they agreed and assented, and the morning 
we left the camp, which was going by way of Lobargpng 
and took the road through Powae. Wo reached Shikar* 
pore in Pnnna, which is three cose on this side , of 
Powae, and encamped in the grove, and in the afternoon 
we sent on Kurhaea and Mutholee, to select a place 
for the murder of (his party. They chose a place on the 
bank of a river, between Powae and SItikarporc, where 
the jungle is thick and ejctensive, and about midnight wo 
set out with this party. As, soon as we reached the 
appointed place, we rccotnincnded them to sit down and 
rest themselves, as a good deal of the night still remained ; 
about half of them sat down and the other half remained 
standing, and the signal being given, twenty-five of the 
parly were strangled. 

Jowahir took one boy^ and the other boy was taken by 
Kehree. The bodies were thrown into a dry pit in the 
Nalah, and some stones and branches of trees thrown in 
upon them to conceal them. The boy, whom Jowahir had 
taken, on seeing the bodies thrown into the pit, cried 
loudly, and jowahit dashed him against a stone and killed 
him. We concealed the bodies of all but that of the 
boy, -which we forgot to throw in upon the rest,, and it 
lay by the stone exposed. We weut^on to Powae, and 
pttreihased five rupees worth of goor, which we took on 
with is to a village whose name I forget. In the morn- 
ing a bearer going to the river to fish, saw the body of 
the boy and gave information to Burjore Sing, tlie Tba- 
of Powae; and be went tathO place with his people, 
ipedlnd^e pit and took out: the bodies, and proceeded 
ill search of the murderers^ He searched all day and 
the Allowing n%fat ia vain, and the next day he cam^gup 



( M ) 


with us at a river* where we were washing out hands 
and faces/after having left the small village* where we 
had eaten oiir goo \ . He had before him two matchlock 
^and suspecting his design we formed into a close 
bodiJr and proceeded on onrroad. They ran upon us* but 
we kept waiting with our matchlocks r<^dy* and pointed 
towards them* but they had some horsemen with them* 
and they charged in upon our body/ and they wounded' 
Hyput with a spear in the breast* and Bhogwan on the 
face with a sword ; and flndtug it vain to attempt resist* 
ing any longer we dispersed end fled* They each seized 
his mah* and after possessing themselves of what property 
they found upon them let them all go* except Hossein 
Khan^ alias Kunfaeya, Rosbun, Khoosalee and Kureema* 
whom they sent to Bandaii, where they were kept in don* 
finement four years and then released. 

The boy’s name who was saved was Guncsb* and he 
was taken by Kehree Patuk* who brought him up as a 
Thug* and he died about three years ago* 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN. 


To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

PrihcL A. A. G. G., Sau^r. 


SlR^ 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter buder date the 25tb ultimo* and to adquiSS 
yovL in reply that' lU r. jenkins* while he was j^esident ii| 
Nagpore* paid a visit to Bnndelkahd* either before^^ o^ 
subsequently to the year - 

(Sigqk) W. WARDE, 

Offjj, A9si$tt. 

Nagpore Rmdencyp Bidl Mt^^^ 
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To CAPTAIN SLEEHAN, 

Ph A, A. O* Sauffor\ 

SiR> 

I have the honor toacknowledgfc the repi^pt 
of your letter of the ultimo, and in reply begf. tp 
acquaint you that particular enquiries have been made 
regarding the information required by you, but 1 have 
not been able to procure any trace of officers passing np 
through Nagporc and Jubulpore in the early part of 1816. 
In December of that year, or January following, Captain 
Jenkins, of the Bengal Artillery^ came by that route. He 
accompanied the force under the command of Colonel 
Adams as far as Bellary, where he was met by an escort 
from this, but there was no report of any of his followers 
having been murdered. 

(Signed) W. WARDE, 

Offg\ Assistmii* 

Nagpore Residency^ the \Alh June, 1833. 


No. 102. 

My Dear Sir, 

On examining the Records of this 
Residency I dnd allusion made to the murders regarding 
which you require information. 

j Captain Close must, I conceive, have been the Officer 
yr^pse^nanie you were desirous of ascertaining. I have 
not beem the four depositions referred to. 

They probably were never transmitted. I have sent 
copies of these documents o^cially^ supposing you may 
wish to record them. 

(Signed) W. WARDE, 

Offg. Assistants 

Nagpore^ Julyp t9ISSk 
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Fd CAPTAIN SCEEHAN, 

P^ A. A. G. G., Saugor. 

SiH, 

Iq continnation of my letter to yonr 
address under date the 14tli June Iast« I am now direct- 
ed to transmit to you the encldsed copies of correspon- 
dence which took place between Mr. Jenkins and Mr. 
Wauchope in the early part of on the subject refer- 
red to in your ielter of the 23d May last, and which it is 
hoped will be found correct and satisiiictory. 

(Signed) W.WARDE, 

Qffg. Assislant, 

Nngpore Residenci/, ihe 2Sd 1833. 


n. JENKINS, Esquire. 

Resident at Nagpore. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to transmit to you the^ enolbsed 
copy ofaiiy proceedings of the 13th instant, a 

a most heinous robbery, with mur^^iry '^bic 
eomniitted > oi|ia qf travellers in tke ^s^^f 

Punna'^^erritbryv in the month qf March last/^%ocottl^ 
^panied by a list of articles taken tVoin the robbers* 

2. The party of travellers who appear^tq 
eqeded from Jubuiporq, cohfUted of eighteen men, seven 
women and twp children, qyer^ one of .whom seei^ to 
have been murdered by of robbers, iwhicb 

appears to havOobeqn . vP^^n^ My object in 

addressing yW ibai in the event of 

yj^ beingpahlia cUsitoVi^'^he relatio^^ of l|te unioi'th^ 
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naie snflerers, yon iiiig^tit liavc tlie goodness Itf direct 
tbeni to depute an authoriiKd person to receive the 
recovered property. 

(Signed) J. WAUCHOPE, 

Suptt. of Poll. Affairs. 

Foiijdaree Adawlut,'\ 

Zilldh Bundelcund, \ 
i'he22d June, 1816.^ 


To 3. WAUCHOPE, EsquUik, 

SuptU of PolL Affairs^ Bundelcund. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to receive your letter of 
ihe 22d of J one, enclosing a copy of your proceedings^ 
containing a statement of a robbery coinmiiled on a party 
of travellers in the Rajah of Punna’s Territory in March 
last, and a list of articles recovered, and rer|uesting that in 
the event of my being able to discover the relations of 
the sufterers, I would direct them to depute an authorized 
person to receive the recovered property. 

Tltn;> bearer Ram Ruksh Tumbolee has presented 
hiniii^ to claim a part of .the property as belonging to 
his'foinily, who he believes i^ere amongst the onfortomde 
Enclosed is a copy of ^the lisl^of artielea wMch 
he baa given in, as having been Jii the'possessioii. of^his 
fa^ily^.^and ono: of his verbal s^esients on the subject^ 
tfjeen ddw cutcheryy; 

(8igned)%», 3 BNKISS, Resident. 

Ndgjpore Residewy^ September , 1816. 

(True Copiesji 
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J^buiaf^y ^ Mardh 1816r-14^A ‘ Cheyt ^^SumlnU 
i873« hy ihe i^4igUtraie of Bdnda, 

As it is understood from the Saperinteqdent of these 
Territories that twenty<five persons on their way from 
Jobqipore, have been strangled by murderers who were 
from the AlV^est and have takeil the road to Hattah> and it 
is probable that they are from Gohad, a:nd Gwalior^ par- . 
wanas are to be addressed to all the Thaakhs to use all 
theiir efforts to arrest them. 


>; JRoohukaree of the Superintendent Mr. Waucliope, 
mu April m&. 

On the 7th March a Parwana was addressed to Burjore 
Sing to require the arrested robbers by whose gang the 
twenty-seven persons had been murdered at the Pass of 
Shit^ore* This day iBuk^ee^Chituro^ the jPnnna 
has presented a ilindee letter from him in reply 
a list of property, and stated that tho four’^ arrested 
men ate present — Husun KliaUf hnambttksTi^ Shumi^dy 
and Bahadf^r^ These men have been eKamined nqd they': 
d^Iarej^|||^t th^ not Goncerned in the murders, and; 
sj^te that innocent travellers. The Wtfceek 

states, that the in|p , who: took: them have not coqU) Wii^l 
tfai^ ;^^i]j|t are^ wU^ their ;aQasters at Powae that smitojg 
things taken from them was a Phan8ee^.<!0r noose, 

^0 of t^e Row’s/Sipahees took it to draw water frpni&e 
well; that Buhader, one of the four taken, had oonlessedr 


Husuii Khan tUias I$unn^, dead. %■ 

Iknambuksh alias .Shoaal, has8: at Pholeea MaJ^ow* 

Skimiskera alias l^shdlif; hdlii^ at jubiilporelf 

Bahadiir, fit Battalidirr 
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tbat:;they? mH the people in the Nafaht 

Shamshera, who calls himself a|s6 Knramut, forbad him, 
and said he would get hung if he confessed, and he re- 
mained silent; although they deny the crime, still it is clear 
that they are men of bad character, and the suspicion is 
very strong against them, hnd they are to be sent to 
the Magistrate with the list of things taken with them, 
and Burjore Sing is to be thanked for his meritorious 
conduct and to be requested to send the other evidence 
required » 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) W. II. SLEEMAN, 

P. A. 4. G. G. Saugor^ 

^Qoiukaree^ JllJih 1816 , Mr. Wawchopi^^ 

This day Bukshee CHitara, the Wuheelof the Puhna 
came and presented an Urzee, staling that twenty- 
five persons had been murdered on their way from Jabu!-' 
pore, by fifty robbers, near the Pass of Shikarpdre, id 
the Fanna Rajah’s territory, atid^ that six or isieveh of 
them /had been wounded, add four tal^n .by the people 
of 'Raw vBuijore Sing, a relation of the Rajah^it - Thd 
Wvrkeel stat^' that Omrow Zumeendar of Bumhoree 
wa|i> present^ and would^ be able to give further informa- 
tioDy and his deposition has accordingly been taken, and 
as it may lead to the discovery of their associates, the four 
robbers arrested aro to be demanded from the Rajab» 
who wilt also be desired to take ca^e of the properly for 
the heirs of the murdered p6ople.^>^e R%jah is at the 
same lime to be thanked for bis actions mr this o 

N 



cm ) 

tfioB, and asr those robbers may pass Ihronghithese tcrri;- 
lories; the following Chiefs are to be written to^ niid 
conjoin to aid in their arrest. 

Gwalidr, Bijawnr, Tehree» Jhansee/ Dutteea, Koar, 
Sonee Sa and Kour Purtab Sing. 

Urzee of Buksliee CJiitara^ Wuheel of the Punna 
Rdjqh. 

Row Btiijore Sing, a Jemadar of my master, in the 
Parguniia of Powae, writes to me that near Shikarpore, 
about fiVe COSO south of Powae, near the Pass, in the middle 
of Phagun, twenty-five travellers, on their way from J abul- 
pore, a* district pf the Nagpore Government, were mur- 
dered by fifty robbers, and their property taken off. 
That after the murder the robbers came to Powae, and 
purchased food at the Buneeeis* shops, but without sittiug 
down went on. The Buneeas asked who they were> 
from whence and whither going, and tliey said they were 
from the Duckun on their way to Banda, saying thia 
they wont on; that contrary to their professed deHgn 
they took the road to the West, and rested at the village of 
GboWoiooka, in my master s territory, and left the place 
again at midnight for Tighurra, in the Jytpore territory. 
As soon as Row Bnrjore Sing heard these oiroumstaiices 
hO' sent' on twenty-five of his soldiers after themy tand 
■they came up within the boundary of Tighurra, -and 
unable to prevail upon them to surrender, they wouitded 
"six or seven of them, and took four oat of the number 
into custody.? They secured seven po^es^ and brought 
tbem with other things, td Bnrjore; Sing:* 
iiahd again the Sipahees the robbers sought shelteir^iii 
Tighurra/ and the?^ttlagers came to their support 
escorted theiii; lb VSimaxeea and 
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of that Tillage entertaioed them one day^ and the next 
dismissed: them, but took from them all their proper- 
ty, first uuderstanding that it amounted to ten or twelve 
thousand mpecs. Burjorc Sing wrote to the Simareca 
man and desired him to keep them in custody but he 
would not. 

Deposition of Omroiv, Ziimeeiidar of liimJioree, 

27th March, 181G. 

I heard that twenty-seven persons, male and female, 
had been killed on their way from Jubulpore to Chatter- 
pore, by fifty or sixty decoits, and all their property taken 
off— that they had gone after the murders to Powae and 
thenee to Tighurra in Jytpore, and that Row Burjore 
Sing had sdnt after them twenty-five of his followers, who 
seizsed four and two more that had been wounded,; and 
brought them with seven ponies to Powae to the Row 
who still has them. An action took place between the 
Row’s people and robbers at Tighurra, but the people of 
that plaoe came to the aid of the robbers, and as night 
came on they effected their purpose and escorted them 
to Simateea. Burjore Sing’s people sent a message to* 
the Tbauadar of Simareea by the ZumeendarofPonr- 
Ueea, to say that the Tighurra people had sent the 
robbers to him, and he must secure them. Tbe^obbers 
remained there all night till noon the next day and then 
-fobkrjthe ^ad to Deoree in Hnltah. I heard that all the 
prbperty they had with them was taken by (be Zunieendar 
of Simareea ia Jjipnre. I hear that the four taken con- 
fix ^y^ore#^^ th® robbers had 

with them twenty-five matchlocks, and the rest had hp^t^ 
lioid arrows, and were all dressed 4ifieiifently, and talked 
iit^?peeple from the West 
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Vrzee of Koonjhehareelai Atbur Nuvees at Puntta. 

s' 

I have received yotir jPnrwanas, of th(B‘ 27th March, 
stating that yoa bad enclai^ed 'two PurWanas, one to 
Borjore Sing and the other to the Anmil of ^imareea in 
jytpore, and directing nie to forward them ii^is'diately. 
I have done so by two Uurcarahs. 



To CAPTAIN W. II. SLEEMAN, 

Princl, Asiistt- Saugor. 

Si«i 

With reference to your letter of the 
ii^ant, f ha^e the honor to trabsinit an Extract from 
letter dated December 3d, 1S15. 

(Signed) B, CAVENDISH,ri6wWea#. 
Crteo/^r Rm^ncy,idtk August, 1833. 

Pxtract from a Letter from 'Mtgar Close to the Secre- 
if ary to Government, dated Poona, J^ecemberSd, 1815. 

" I had yesterday the honor to receive }'onr letter 
“ dated 10th ^df November, notifying my appointment to 
d'idflobed Mr. Stacy as Resident at .^^ 0 . Goiijjfv.bif 
DcSirlnt Row Scindia. I shall proceed to thttt'Cbief 
“ in obedience to the Governor ’&0beralV eommMdst 
with the least: practicable delay, ^^nd^lshallbdopt the 
*' route of Aarnngabad,^ Nagpor^ Biih'^datfd, as 
being the most opeb '‘and '^tii^'' impedi* 
■■^^ene 

v(Altrae Extract,) 

(Si^ed) « B. CAVENDISH, 
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APPENDIX H. 


SURGOOJA AFFAIR. 

To MAJOR SMITH, 

Cornmcmding at Ellichpore. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward' the deposition 
of Dorglia, regarding the mnrder of some people, on their 
way from ElUcbpore to the Dooab, abont the year 1809 or 
1810, and shall feel obliged if you will dome tbe;&!Kdr:to 
ascertain whether any such people disappeared aboot that 
time. 

(Signed) H. SLEEMAN, 

Priiicl. Assistant, 

Saugor P. A. A, G, G. 

lith Fehntatg, J834, J 

Deposition of Dorglia, ISth FeJ/ruary, 1634. 

In 1810 . or. 1809 we were 200 Thugs at a village npar 
Suhf0>B in Ni^pore, when we baet 40 persons, some.f^na 
Elliebpore, and some from Gwalior, and Jhaln||f, auA 
Annwgabed.; We esino ou with them seven stages, and in 
a jungle between Ghoree and Sutrumju,' we killed them 
(dli'nnd 'li$aeieA^(^ |todies under stones in the bed of the 
river t; oneyji^v^ n Brahmin, belongingAo the 

Regiment of Snlabot Khan and Behlal Khan, Newaba{ 
one was a Brahmin Tewaree, witbtwo daughters, he was 
g cilng i?ltiBme to get married, T^^ were murdered with 
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tlieir mother godfather. There was another Tewaree 
Brahmiu, with EQ old woman, his wife, and a yonng 
daughter. The old woman was killed, but the daughter was 
preserved aiid married to Hunce Rao, nephew of Kasai, 
Subadar of Thugs ; she had two or three children by him, 
but they are dead ; all three were residents of the ptirdesee 
Mahulla, in £llichpore, and they were going to the 
provinces^ on the Ganges. 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P. Asst» Agent Governor General, 


To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

Princh Assist, Agent Governor General, Sangor, 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 14lh 
ultimo, and deposition of Dorgha annexed, 1 have the 
honor to forward to yoh the undermentioned papers con- 
iaining all iho information I have been able la obtain 
relating to the affair detailed therein, and which I trust, 
considering the long period which has elapsed, will be 
found satisfactory. 

, .;No, X, Copy of a letter from Nawab Namd^ l^hau 
4o Major Smith, Commanding at Ellichpore. 

No. 3. Statement of Bapajie Pundit in the .g^ryice 
of Major Smith, Commanding at Ellichpore. 

No. 3. The depositions of Gobind Sing Subadar, 
Sing Subadar, and Sjub^bQkh 
raiding in the Cantonment at .ElUebppre. 

Thernccurrence to which they refer must have b^ppeu^lA 
in November because it 
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tlie accompanying papers that the persons snpposed to 
have suffered quitted this in the cold season previous to 
the march 6f Colonel Close’s Force to Seronge, which 
took place in December or January 1809-10, to which I 
can speak myself, having been present with that Force. 
If however you should wish to ascertain the precise date 
(for I speak from recollection only) it can be ascertained 
by reference to the public Ilecords of the llesidency at 
Nagpore. 

(Signed) IT. SMITH, Major, 

Commanding EUichpore Divuion. 

ElUchpore, VitTi March, 1834. 


Copy of a Letter from Newab Namdar Khan to Major 
Smith, Commanding at ElUchpore, I si 1834. 

1 have received your letter with a Roobiikaree from 
Saugor regarding the murder of some people from ElUch- 
pore of the Puidessee quarter of the town. Twenty-five 
years have elapsed since that event, and the people of that 
quarter have dispersed, and no information can be got 
regarding them, but should I get any it will be forwarded 
to you. 

D^dsition of Gobind Sing Snhadar, Mann Sing Subadar, 
Suhsookh Jemadar, Pensioners, residing in Ihe ElUch- 
pore Cantonments, before Major Smith, Commanding » 

March, 1834. 

Colonel Close marched with the Division of Newab 
Snlabut Khan of Ellicbpore towards Setonge, and before 
that time in the cold season twenty-Dne persons, pur- 
(fereigners), residing in Bnndelpoora in Eilich* 
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pore, set out for Hindoostati, with all their families in 
order to celebrate the marriage of their cIiildrcD. We 
afterwards heard that they had all been murdered in the 
Nagpore territories, hut from that time we have received 
no further accounts of the matter. We heard that one 
girl who was saved on the occasion was still living at 
Nagpore, but Subsookb Jemadar in 1831 went to Hin* 
doostan with his family, and on bis return he said be 
could not discover what had become of this girl though he 
had made enquiries about her. 


NAMES OF MURDERED PERSONS. 

1 Gunga Tewaree of Dboudkhera, servant of Buhloll 
Khan Bahadur, deceased. 

3 His wife and daughter about 0 years of age. 

4 Bodhee Sing Suhadarof Bhyswarra, servant.of Newah 

Subahdar Khan deceased. 

5 Nee^h^n Sing, his father-in-law. 

' 6 His mother-in-law. 

7 fits' Sister-in-law. 

8 Aipee, his nephew. 

9 The wife of AIpce’s brother. 

10 Bis niece. 

11 Makun, bis brother-in-law. 

12 Wife of Makun. 

13 Makun's brother, 

14 Sunthoo Tewaree Havildar of Bhyswarra. 

15 Byjnauth Sookul Havildar of dittoj servant of Suluhtit 

Khan. 

16 Gomaun Tewarry, of Sukraen. 

17 Aoburoo, his brother, 

18 Wife of Gomaun. 
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Bis son’s wife. 

20 bewan Choube Sing. 

2t Hts brother. 

22 BawuOy an old woman of Bhyswarra. 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P. A. A. G. G. 


Statement of Bapoqjie Pundit in the service of Major 
Smifht Commanding at Ellichpore, 4th March, 1834. 

Abont twenty-five years ago^ fifty persons, Rajpoots, 
with all their arms and necessaries, left in company with 
Kumakuiit, a Brahmin, about twenty-five years of age, and 
Ills mother, set out for on Teerath ; and we 

afterwards heard that they had been robbed on the Hatee 
Nal^. At that time the roads were much infested by 
robbers, and we never could learn any thing more abont 
any of them, nor did the Brahmin and his motbi^r ever 
return. 

(Trae Translation,) 

/Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P. A. A, G. G. 


Imposition of Buihteen Brahmin, IdtA Aprils 1834, 
about thirty years of age. 

My mother and father resided in some town in the 
Daoknn, but their names 1 do not recollect, as 1 was only 
three or fonr years of age, when my uncle and mother ^ 
took me with them on a journey towards the Ganges. On 
the road my mother and uncle were killed by Thugs, with .. 
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many other travellers. Kasai Sing* Pdtuck Jemadar 
preserved my life and took me with him to Pahlun in 
Gwalior, where ho brought me up, aud when I became of 
age he married me to his saa^ r Huttce Uao, who is now 
dead. As long as he lived, I Uved with him, but he has 
been dead several years, and 1 have since Uved with his 
mother and earned my subsisf^ppe by my labour. Your , 
Sipahees found me out and have brought me into Saugor. 
I had two sous by Hunce Kuo. The first died when 
fifteen mouths old ; the other is eight or nine years of age, 
and is named Buksh ; he is in Khyrawa in Jliansee, with 
bis grand mother. 1 was the only person out of the party 
saved. There is now no Thug left in the family of Hunce 
llao^ who can provide for me. If you will maintain me 
I shall be glad to remain here, but I have never heard 
whether my parents have any surviving relations or pot. 
I was ill advance of the parly when they were killed. 
The other two girls who were killed were not related to 
me, hut our parents resided at the same place, and we used 
to call each other sisters. 1 bad no other relation killed 
but my uncle and mother. 

(A true Translation,) 

(Signed) W, 11. SLEEMAN, 

P. Assisi, Affent Governor General 
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APPENDIX I. 

CHUTTERKOTE AFFAIR. 


To CAPTAIN R(y&INSON. 

Pat/masier, Ellichpore, 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward the depo- 
sition of a noted Thug leader regarding the murder of a 
party of travellers, among whom is said to have been an 
OfEoer by name of Gholab Khan, who had been Killadar 
of Gawilgur, under tlie Nagpore Government, and as 
you are in the vicinity shall feel obliged if you will 
endeavour to Dscertain whether such an OIRcer ever 
commanded that Garrison. 


(Signed) 


2nd Auffust^ 1833. 


W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P. A. A. G. G. 


Extract of a Letter from Captain liohinson to Captain 
Sleeman, ilated EUichpore^ 2i)ih August, 18?J3. 

“ Since the receipt of your letter of the 9lh I have 
endeavoured to get information on the subject of the 
horrid murder, and though the information 1 hove got 
in some res[>ects differs from the Thugs’ statement, I fear 
the leading facts are all too true. The person, who gives 
the Persian statement, which I send you, was a Jemadar 
of 300 men, in 1817-18, when 1 was seat up by General 
fiov^ton to take possession of Gawilgur. IJis family 
had been servants in the fort for three generations. His 
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name ia Gdpie^ The family are originally from Tilin- 
^ganaJh. He himself ia in charge of the villages imme- 
diately under the fort at piesent^ tind I have no doubt 
as to the truth of his statement, so far as his memory 
servds him, for he cannot write, and there are no docu- 
ments to be found ; for even at the time I first went into 
the fort 1 enquired for the archives, but all I got Was 
some old Sadre accounts, whicE^^nly went back' a few 
years, and were consequently of no use. I don’t know 
wbat became of them. Gopie, in order to shew that there 
is no Killadar of the name'of Gholab Khan, has mentioned 
the names of the Killadars in snccession for a number of 
years^ though I am sorry to say lie could not give the 
periods of each reign ; but he seems to be quite certain 
as to the fact that Gurccb Sing sent his brother to 
Hindoostan and a sum of money for recruits, and that 
there was no more heard of them after they left Jubul- 
pore. The exact number of people in his suit he cannot 
tell, but to the best of his recollection about 100 people 
left the fort with him, though some of them may have 
only been going to Nagpore, and the number mentioned by 
the Thugs may have been that which really accompanied 
Gureeb Sing’s brother. Is it not terrible to think wkat 
horrid deeds were almost every where perpetrated with 
impunity in former times ? In making the above enquiry 
I was informed of a still more frightful murder which took 
place close under Gawilgur, a very few years before^ri^^of 
five hundred recruits, that had come from some plucefor 
Gawilgur, and were pitched in tents for some reasou or 
other below the fort. Some how or other a quantity .of 
treasure for the fort, for the night halted in this 
and shortly after about one thousand, of lappareiHly 
discharged Sipahees, came op, said they were 
nindoostau; and wanted service and ^encamped at night 
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in the same place* bnt in mornipg there were none to be 
found of the latter. The rest ^ere all laying strangled* 
and the treasure gone. People 'were sent all over the 
Gonntry but none of the Thugs were caught. The person 
who has told me the above says he came to this place* or 
rather Arkote Arkote about one year afterwards, and 
though his story may not be correct in all its points there 
was , 00 : doubt a very'%reat number murdered on tho 
occasion. I expect to get a better acco^unt of it from 
another person expected here. If I get such as may be 
worth sending, yon shall have it. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEiMAlV. 

PrincL A. A. G. G. 

ScLugor, 30^A August, 1833. 


No. JOO. 

Statement of 

sent by Captain Robinson of Ellichpore. 

The fort Gawilgur was Grst held by Shahjie, under the 
Pewsha’s Government, and after his death by Makatmun 
Tija Raw. He made it over to Madhajie Ghosla, Rajah 
of Nagpore, who appointed Pygoojie Gbosla to the 
command. He held it five years, after which ho was 
replaced by Jam Sing, who died and was succeeded by 
Surnaum Sing, who held it sixty years^ when in 1813, 
Murhatta,- it was taken by the English, who made it over 
agoin to the Nagpore Government, who appointed to the 
command of it Gumbbeer Sing, the son of Surnaiu 
Sing, who appoihted us his substitute his uncle Gbureeb 
; Siug;);whd osent his younger brother Dhyan Sing, to 
Htndoostan ; be bad with him nearly a hundredYollowers 
property to Ihe value of twenty-thousand rupees, and 
he reached Adhartab in the district of Jubulpore, where 
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be and nil liis party were plundered. Wbat because of 
Dliynu Sing we could nev^r learn, though it was twenty- 
four years ago. No Ghdolab Sing ever commanded the 
Port of Gawilgur, but a Gholab Sing commanded the 
Fort of Peerusla, where he died. 

(Signed) W. IL SLEEMAN, 

Pi incL A» A. G, G. 

August, 1833. 

No. 100 

Deposition of MahasOKslt, the 16<A April, 1833, confirmed 
hy Dorgka alias Dulele and others. 

About twenty years ago I was with a gang of three 
hundred and fifty Thugs under Ghasee Subadar, Noor 
Khan, and other leaders at Jiibiilpore. Some of us were%t 
Gopaulpore and some encamped at AdbartuI, and some 
in the bazar. We remained there three days, and on the 
third day Gholab Khan, the Killadar of Gawilgur^^^^ 
Nagpore, with Kadher Khan and a party of sixty persons, 
including seven women and a boy, came up and encamp^d^ 
on the bank of the Gopaulpore tank, in a grove of Maiigpe 
trees. Ghasee Khan Subadar went to them as owtSothaci 
and told, them that he was a Subadar iu the service of 
Rughoojee, the Rajah of Nagpore, and ou his way iiome 
on leave with aitiimber of the men ofhis regiment. Gholab 
Khan said he bad been the Killadar of Gawj^ur, and 
having^ih^n deprived of the command of that fortress w^ 
now on his way home. Ghasee said he and bis friend should 
be glad to travel in his company, and finding the Killa^^ 
pleased with his proposal, he retured to ns. The Killadair 
remained the next day and we remain^ also, and the 
followiii% day^w to Punnagurh^ and thence to Seho^a ^ 
from this place we quitted the high road through BelebrM: 
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Bod took that through Rewa, and encamped at a village, 
whose name I forget ; we sent pift people to choose a place 
for tlic murder, but no suitable one could be found, and 
we went on in this manner for eight days, searching every 
day in vain for a convenient place for llie murder. On 
the eighth day we reached a village called, from a large 
Bur tree, the Burwala village, five cose from Birsingpure, 
and encamped under trees, and sent on men to search for 
a Belc. At a place two and a half cose distant between 
this village and Chitterkote, they found a place suited to 
oar purpose on the bank of a Nalah, and about a watch 
before daylight we set out with tj^e party of travellers ; 
and contrived as we went along to put a BImrtote 
(strangler) and a Siiumseea (holder of hands) hy every 
traveller's side ; on reaching the spot chosen, Gbasee 
Snbahdar gave the signal, and tlie travellers were seized 
by the men placed by their sides for the purpose and 
strangled. Their bodies were buried in the sand in the bed 
of the Nalah, and we got from them nineteen thousand 
rupees in money and seven or eight thousand rupees 
worth of other property, which we look on to Chitterkote. 
From thence we sent back men to bury the bodies deeper, 
and they found one body exposed which they buried, 
but the rest had been all washed down by the flood 
arising from some heavy rain that fell ; alarmed at this 
wP all dispersed and returned to our homes. 

The boy was preserved by Mungul and lialjoo, brothers 
and Br^tnios of Sindouse. He was a Brahmin and 
trahsported in 1834 fur murder. 

We passed through Rewaaud Simerceaand Chandeeah 
also, and another town, a few cose from Bundpogur. 

(A true translation) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEfifAN. 
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APPENPIX j: 

OMERPATUN AFFAIR. 


Camp Mi/heer, December, 1829. 

Sir, 

Having; arrested and placed in confinement a 
man charged on snspicion of being the leader of a gang of 
Tbng^, and having resolved to send him to Jnbulpore to 
Lave the case investigated^ I beg leave to report the 
circumstances under which he has been apprehended. 

Early in the morning of the 7th instant, when the 
Regiment w'as on the march from Chaka to l^ewagnUtj, 
two Choprassies of your Establishment, named Donlut 
Sing and Dull Sing, who are in company with the Corps, 
suddenly came upon a party df about twenty-five men, 
seated round a fire on the side of the road, whom from 
their appearance they suspected to be Thngs ; and apr 
proaching near to them, this suspicion was confirmed by 
their recognizing among them a man whom they ,iipd 
formerly known to be a Thug* Ou the coming up of these . 
Chuprassies, this man made a signal to the party, upp^^ 
which they dispersed and ran into the jungle, which is 
close to the road. The Chnprassies seized the^^an who 
made the signal, and althoogh he attempted to draw his 
sword and m^e a desperate effort to escape, they kept 
hold of him until the advanced guard came up wheii 
ho was secured. They also seized a taUoo, whicl! fie 
attempted to mount, on the party ' being surprized, and 
another tattoo belonging to another of the gang. 
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The prisoner says his name is Sheikh Inayut, and 
describes himself to be an inhabilunt of Bundcicund, and 
that he was proceedinjf to Jnbiilporc in search of employ- 
ment, and denies that, he was in company with any person 
at the time when the Gluiprassies seized him. 

The Chuprassies however assert that he is a notorious 
murderer, and that they knew him as a Thug’ these 
several years ago, and they say that llierc are several men 
at Jubulporo who can confirm all they state regarding 
him. 

Under these circumstances, and as 1 have heard re- 
ports that several gangs of Thugs arc supposed to be in 
the neighbourhood, 1 have thought it proper to detain 
him in custody, and shall send him to you to be examined. 
Thakoor Bishun Sing has undertaken to provide a 
guard for his security, and he will proceed in progress to 
Jubulpore to>morrow. 

, The prisoner having no money, and requiring sub- 
sistence, with his consent I directed his tattoo to be sold 
by anction. Sixteen rnpecs were obtained for it, which 
will be accounted for to you when the prisoner is made 
over to you. 

The several effects found on the prisoner, and the 
second tattoo, (of which he professes to know nothing) 
are sent with him. A list of them has been made out, 
and it is sent along with him. 

(Signed) J. OJAVERy Captain, 

Comg. 73rf Hegi. N. J. 

To CAPTAiN Slrrman, 

PL Asst* A* G, (rl* 

V 
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Camp Omerpatun, 10 ih Dec^ lSSSf^ 

to CAPTAtN SLtSEMAN, 

PL AssL AgL Govr, GenL Juhulpore^ 

Sir, 

I think it right to report to you that six 
persons were last night murdered near this place by a 
gang of Thugs. 

I heard of it on my arrival here this morning, and as 
it was not convenient for myself to go and en(|uire into 
the circumstances, I sent a man for the purpose. lie 
has just returned, and states that the bodies of six 
Gosaens were this morning found lying on the ground, 
near a tank close to the road, about a cose to the 
north of the town. They had been stripped. Their 
long matted hair seemed to have beou opened out and 
examined, and the only mark of violence apparent on 
the bodies, was that of a string round the neck with 
which they seemed to have been strangled. Some arti- 
cles of clothes were found near ; also a tattoo and. a 
bow and arrow under one of the small drains that cross 
the new road. 

It is further stated that last evening these poor 
wretches were seen to stop at the tank, in company with 
twelve persons, apparently Kauretties^ or carrieii of 
Ganges water, and to them, some of the articles found 
near the tank, are supposed to have belonged. 

The person who brought me this information Vsalled 
afterwards by my desire on the Cotwal of the town, and 
was informed that persons had been sent out in " all 
directions, in pursuit of the supposed murderers, but that 
no tr^ce of them had been discovered. 1 also ani infoj^im*^^ 
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that immediate notice of the murder was sent to the 
Rewah Rajah, and his son Bulbadder Sing, under whom 
Oniurpaten more immediately is. 

(Signed) m.TSlCOLSON, Captain, 
Assist, Suptl. Roads* 

Benares, 15fA March, 18%}. 

(True Copy) . 

(Signed) F. C. SMITH, A. G. G. 


No. 26. 

To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

PrincL Assist* A. G, G* 

Sir, 

I havcihe honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 2d instant, with its enclosure, and beg 
to forward you a copy of a letter from Ensign Richardson, 
regarding the circumstance of the monkey. 

I am sorry to say that none of the Sepoys, now present, 
recdllect either the circumstance of the monkey or cap, 
so 1 am unable to give you further information on the 
point required by you. 

(Signed) T. R, S. YATES, Major, 

Commanding 7Zrd Regt, N. /• 

Benares, Wth Mardh 1832. 


To Lieut, and Adjt. THOMAS, 

79dRegUN.h 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter No. 24 of this date, and in reply beg to 
state that 1 perfectly remember the circumstance of the 
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seiznre of a Thug by two of Captain Steeman^'s Chupia^ 
sios* 1 was that morning on duty with the advanced goard 
of the llegiment, and just before^sun rise I saw the man in 
custody of the two Cha(>rassies by whom he had just been 
seized. I recollect also what the Thugs mention (in their 
deposition) regarding the monkey, but cannot tell when 
the circumstance took place, not even if it was on the same 
day. I have no recollection whatever of a Sepoy having* 
lost his cap. It could not have been one of the guard- 
otherwise I must heard of it* 

I have the honor to return tbo Documents. 

(Signed) W. RICHARDSON, 

Ensif/n, 73rf AT. /• 

# '■ 

Deposition of Ram Bn/esh, 20<A Febrmrif, 1833. 

%*■> 

Three years and half ago when Sheikh Inayiit was 
taken atSewagunj by Dowlut approver, with the Regiment 
of Sepahees, I was with Mehrban and Dibba Jemadars, 
and a gang of twenty-five Thugs, of the Lodbee caste, and 
we fled on the road to llewa, and reached a village under 
a hill ten cose from Sewaguiij, where we rested. In tlio 
morning we left this place, and halted on . the bank of a 
tank, on the road to Myhnr, and there dined ; and.about 
twelve o’clock four Gosaens and a Brahmin and a Rajput 
came np on their way from Ilydrabad to Benares. The 
Jemadars went to them,' and in conversation won their 
confidence, and we went on with them to Qinurpatep^ 
which we reached about four o’clock, and rested . ip Iho 
shops of the bazar. We dined there, and some tiQieiiA#t 
dark, we after consultation, determined to kill these 
and to set out with them for that: purpose after 
^^trd watebk W^e did so about a cose and. 
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Ocnnrpateii tinder some niaDgoe trees and mhowa trees, 
which had been chosen by Budula* About an hour before 
daylight we sat down on pretence of performing our 
ablutions, when Esurce gave thd signal, and Hecra, my 
nephew, Sumbhoo, Esurce, Mehrban, Dibba, and Persaud 
strangled these six men while others held them down. 

These bodies were disposed of in some rising ground, 
two hundred yards from the place. Some gentieman’s 
things were coming from Kewah, and a white pony, 
belonging to Esurce, got loose, and the people with bis 
property asked whose it was. Upon that we left the 
bodies exposed and fled. We got fronrtbem two ponies 
with some clothes upon them, and wo went on with the 
booty to » village six cose distant, where we opened it, 
and found one hundred and fll'ty mpee^ in money and 
some gold. b#ads, with one hundred rupees worth of silver, 
and eight selahs, two with gold lace, and six plaioiri^ We 
tied it up again and went on with it to Tirwa in the 
Dooah, where wc divided it, and each man got about 
twenty rupees. The whole amounted to about nine hun- 
dred rupees. 

The gang of Mussulmans took the road to Belloree 
after the sei/.ure of Sheikh loayiit, and we did not meet 
again in the Dooah. 

On one of the Gosaeus’ heads the hair was long, but on 
the three it was cut off. The pony Esurce let loose, and 
ire never recovered it, nor did I learn who got it. 

When we were abont to take up the bodies to bury 
them^ one got up and attempted to run otf, but he was 
pursued by Dibba, Kasee Lodhec, and Dooja, who seized 
hhn after he had gone a hundred paces, and Dibba 
strangled him. He could not make a noise as bis throat 
had been hurt in the attempt to strangle him before. As 
^ totin^aa we- >h^ his body with the other five, we 
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sdw (he party' of the gentlemen coniing from Hev^ahi 
approach and made off. The people did not tbeti see 
these bodies, but they were afterwards discovered. 

Deposition of Bhihum Khdn^ 28/A February j 183^3. 

A little more than three years ago when Sheikh loayut 
was taken at Sewagunje, the Lodliics of the gang fled and 
took the road to Rewah to tlie west, and we about twenty 
Mussulmans took that of Belefaree. We struck oif towards 
liiseynee. We spent the night at a village two cose 
from Bolehree, and selling out in the morning halted at a 
well about a cose from that place, and dined while those 
five travellers came up — two of them Kauruttees, two 
Taylors and one a woman. They told ns they were on 
their way from Jubulpore, and wo went on witli them to 
Shahh^ggur, where wc spent the night, and the next day 
went td , Bisdynee, w'hcre we found two travellers who 
appeareil^tcii ns to be extremely poor. When we prepar- 
ed to set out with the five, after the third watch of the 
night, these two men got up and prepared to accompany 
us, bnt we tried to pursiiade them that it was too early 
for them, as we wished to avoid putting them to death, 
seeing no prospect of advdifktage in it, and some risk of 
impediment in the murder of the other five. Th^]^ 
however persisted ; but still with a view to save them,' 
we sent on three or four Thugs with them on the high 
road, while the main body of the gang set oat With the 
fire on the bye road to Piigdnndce. The two in^ii!^^t 
alarmed on leaving the main body, and insisted on 
ing lis on ihePugdundee road, and as soon as they 
dp we determined to put them to death also, and p1ad|§ 
six Thugs with them for the purpose. They Went blK ; 
¥ltk th^m fo the where we usdally killed' traVM' 
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jersj,, ftboat two cose from Biseynee, and there put them 
Jo death, and'ccncealed the bodies in the Nalah* We 
came soon after the live and put them to death also, and 
we buried the bodies of all sevea under some stones. 


Deposition of Bhola Buneea, Jemadar of Thugs, 
27 ih February 1832, before Captain Slecman, 


Three and half years ago 1 joined Mehrbaii, Choyn, 
Sboikh Inayut, Dibba, Sewdeen, Bhikka, and Nnnha Je- 
madars, with a gang of altogether eighty- five Thugs, and 
we reached the tank at Sewagunjo in the Myhir Jageer, 
where we passed the night. On the day wo reached 
this placp, the advance tents of a Regirnont, on its way 
from Jubulpore, were passing, and wo consulted upon 
the, propriety of Cjiiitting the road, and determined to do so. 
tn the evening two hours before dark four ^ndoo 
travellers came up on their way from Jiibidp^re towards 
Banduh, and we invited them to encamp with. Us* One 
watch before daylight we were preparing to set out, and 
these four travellers with us, when wc heard the voice of 
a hare, and this wo took for a very bad omen, and allowed 
the travellers to pass on. Their lives were saved in 
consequence. We remained there, and .1 and Sheikh 
J^nay ut were on onr way to the hank of the tank near the 
Tillage, when Ram Buksh, the son of llunua, called out and 
a^ed ns to smoke. I returned to him alone, and sat down 
]Bvith him by the fire he had kindled to warm himself. 
Sh^h.b Inayut went on, and soon after four sentries came 
n|^ l^d sat down to warm themselves by the same fire, 
soon after went on; one of them lost his Regimental 
j|^;,/and soon after they bad gone, he came back and. 
ij^kpd me whether 1 had seen it. I said 1 Imd not; and he 
went hack pn his road to Jnbuipore to seari^h for it. , After 
this a gentleman (European) came upon horse back and 
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seeing a young monkey andcr a tree tied to a hackery, 
he ordered the driver to put it on the hackery, and the 
driver said that begot on and oiT when ho liked, and the 
gentleman went bn. The sun was now near risiogi^whea 
Dbdn Sing appr^yer came up, and sat down to warm 
himself by ihe fiire, with a spear in bis hand, and imme- 
diately after him i)owlut approver came up, and sat down 
to warm himself at the fire, which the party of Mussul- , 
man Tiuigs had just left and gone on towards Belehree. 
He saw in the file a black painted stick, which we had 
taken three days before from the live men whom we mur- 
dered at Biseynee, on our way to Sowagunge, and the 
party of Mussubnans had torn up and thrown into the 
fire, and being such a stick as lltircarras commonly use, 
he concluded that Thugs had been there. IJe called 
to Dhun Sing to join him, but Dhun Sing told him to 
come to his fire, and ho came, and they halted together, 
and we over heard them say that w^c seemed a large gang 
of both l^ussulinan^ and Hindoos, and though we did 
not personally know either of them, wo concluded from 
their discourse that they were spies. By this time a 
great part of the gang had gone ofl’, and the others were 
preparing to move, when Uibba the Buneea called out 
to Sheikh Inaent, to move off. He replied “ go on and [ 
will folfow”. On hearing this, the approvers rushed in 
upon Sheikh Inaent, and seized his horse by the bridle. 
He asked whether they were robbers, and while they were 
acuflling, the rest made ofl'. Sheikh Clvaund who bms 
lately hung at Saugor, the brother of Sheikh Inaent, 
leap^ from his horse as one of the approvers seized him 
by the bridle and (led on foot. Sheikh Inaent was 
seenred and taken away, t, Chimma, and Omeda ran o)i» 
and leached Guteearee in three days, travelling night and 
dayt ri||itcul there three days and then went to onr 
borne in Tirwa in J alone. 
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Rim Buksh, Dibba and others, makiog a party of 
iwehty-five Tliiigs, fled on the roa4 to Mirzapore and 
OniorpatuQ and in tlieir flight murdered the six Gosaens 
at Omui^atan. Three days afterwards Rhikka and others, 
making a gang of twenty-fi ve, took the rbadio Belehree 
in Jabulpore, and with seven travellers whom they met 
there, they took the road to Biseynee, where they put 
them to death. 

When Rambnksh, Dibba, and others went home after 
the afluir of Omurpatun, J went to visit them in the 
village of Tirwa, in the Pergunnah of Pbuppond, district 
Belha, and there I heard them relate the circumstances 
of that affair. 

Cross ExaminetL 

The five men murdered at Biseynee were a Mussul- 
man trooper, from whom we got tliostick, two blacksmiths 
and tvro shopkeepers. Had the two npprovers called out 
Thugs when we were running off, wc must have fieeii all 
taken, as the Sipaliees had come up, and there were many 
of the Myhere Rajah's horsemen present. They called 
out and said the fowls had gone loose, or something of 
that kind. 

The five travellers were from Hyderabad on their way 
to Benares, and we fell in with them at tbc village of 
Pooreyncea, one cose and a quarter from Shabniigur on 
the road to Belehree. 1 , Rambuksh and Sheikh Inaent, 
with a party of two Thugs, had left Dibba, and the 
rest of the gang at Shahnugur, when wc met ihc.so men 
at Pooreyneea, and * I sent back with them Iibanee, 
BuKumee, the son-in-law of Dibba, Bukshee and other 
whose name I forget, with a message to Dibba to keep 
the travellers. They went to the Shahnugur. and liibli^ 
invited them to hiis quarters, and we joined a little before 

Q 
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ni^ht. We had come on to Pooreyneea in the hope of 
meeting some travellers of this kind. We passed the night 
at Shabnngnr, and in the morning set out with the tra- 
vellers, and had sent on Billiae to choose a pladh to kill 
them at, bat we found so many Brinjaras encamped along 
the road that we could not manage it, and reached Beseynee 
where some encamped on the bank of the tank, and others 
took up their quarters in the shops of the Bazar. In tht) 
morning we set out about sunrise, and three cose from 
Beseynee at a Nalab, Sheikh Inaent gave the Jhirme^ and 
they were seized and strangled by Mebrban, Dibba 
Cheyn, Bhikka, the sou of Sunum Isuree, neither of 
whom is yet seized. Their bodies were buried under 
stones in the Nalab ; and we got from them one hundred 
rupees in money, four hundred rupees worth of Gota, 
besides clothes and brass pots. On a division we got 
about Gve rupees each. The bodies were pointed out 
last year, by Ram Buksh to Chunder Deen Subahdar’s 
party ; Chittooa got a mare in this affair and she was 
taken from him by a Sepahee of the Hadjegur Reyahi 
stationed at the village of Gonoura, as a pick-pocket told 
him that Chittooa was a Thug, and he made oO* without 
his mare or pony. The Nalah is about two cose and half 
from Hoppa. No other village is near the place. 

(True Translation,} 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEM AN, P, A. 
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APPENDIX K. 


GANGS ARtlESTED AT KOTAIL 


To CAPTAIN W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Princl. Assist. Commissioner, Saugor. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of yoar letter dated lOtli instant, and of its enclosures, 
and to forward to you in reply the copy of a letter 
addressed by Captain Caulfield to Sir David Ochterloiiy, 
dated 25lh Juno 1822, and of Sir David Ocbterlony’s 
reply 9th July 1822. 

2. The Persian Deposition referred to by Captain 
Ganlfield has not been found ; indeed I am led to believe 
that it is no longer in existence, the Persian records of 
that year having been destroyed by white ants. My 
reference to the Raj Rana in whose immediate keeping 
the Thugs in question were, has, I regret to say, been 
equally unsuccessful. A copy of his Vakeel's reply is 
hefeWlth submitted. 

(Signed) L. WILKINSON, 

0^g> Political Agent in Harowtee* 

Haroictee Agency, Camp 
Gooreea of Jeypore, 

the S2d January, 1834. 
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(Copy.) 

To SIR DAVID OCHTERLONY, Bari. 

Rest deni, &’c. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose a Persian 
Deposition of forty-four Thieves, a translation of which 
has already been furnished by Captain Waugh. The 
Kaj Rana has been in the habit of punishing all great 
offenders with death, upon their being first apprehended: 
but the lapse of time since the men in question were 
taken into custody, renders such severity at this remote 
period impracticable. He is therefore desirous of receiving 
instructions relative to their disposal from you. 1 should 
have declined troubling you upon this qnestiou, and 
should have informed the Raj Rana that he was competent 
to determioe their destiny, had not the decision been 
previously thrown upon you. 

(Signed) J. CAULFIELD, 

Political Agent in ITarowtee* 

Koiah, 25/A Jane, JS23. 


To J. CAULFIELD, Esquire, 

Political Agent in Harowtee, 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge your 
^Ji^tter under date the 39th June, enclosing the copy of a 
letter Inborn Mr. Secretary Swinton, relative to a gang of 
apprehended by the Kotah authorities, at^the 
desire of Captain Waugh, and in reply, have the honor to 
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acqaaint you for the iaforiiiation of Goreromenf} that the 
said gang are now employed on the roads in the vicinity 
of the town. 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) D. OCHTERLONY, 

Resident, 

{)th July, 1822. 

(True Copies,) 

(Signed) L. WILKINSON, 

Offy, Political Agent. 

Letter from Ahmed Buksli, ivriler in the Agenfs Office, 

Koiali. 

I have searched in vain for copies of the papers for- 
warded to Sir David Ochterlony on the 25llj June 1822, 
as the papers of that year have been destroyed by white 
ants. 

latter from Bhawanee Persand, Vakeel of the Kolak 

Chief 

I haveasked my master about the forty-five Thugs, and 
he states that they were confined ten or twelve years ago 
in the Pultun, but what became of them after that Pultun 
was disbanded, he knows not. 

To CAPTAIN W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Princl. Assist, to the Cothmissioner, Saugor. 

Sir, 

Lest the following list of Thugs, foriQerly 
kept in imprisonment by Colonel Caulfield at Kotah for 
some years, should prove of any service to you^ X do 
my self the honor to enclose it. 
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It has been; ehtaioed from - Bhimmee Jaihadar an 
Nathpo Sopurya who were of the party, and may be 
compared with such l;sts as yon may already have by you, 

(Signed) D* F. McLEOD, 

Jr, A* A* G* G. 

AJntere, the Qih Dec. 1833. 




hUi of Thugs that accompanied 
Mr. McLeod's letter of the 0th 
December, 1833, to Captain W. 
H. Sleenum, P. A» CV. Saugor. 


Remarks by Captain W, It. 
Sleeman, General Superin- 
tendent, July, 1835. 


1 Bliimmee Jemadar, Locihee, ... • 

2 Bansya Cliamar his companion, 

3 Bbore, son of Makhun, Lodhee, 

4 Gnnesh, his brother, ditto, 

6 Padma, his brother, ditto, ...» 

6 Mandhata Ist, son of Dnlput, do., 

7 Poramsookh, his iiDole, ditto, ... 

8 Boodhooa, son of Purumsook do. 

9 Mandhata 2 d, son of Purshaud, \ 

ditto, .y 

10 Mohun, fathcr-iudaw of Man- 7 

dhata, ditto, f 

11 Gunesh Nace, his companion,... 

12 Hurnagur, Lodbee, 

13 Munnee Ram of Bebareepore, do. 

14 Bisbnn, ditto, 

1^ Sahabnt, his son, ditto, 

16 Dhnnnoo, ditto, 

17 . Korboreh, adopted , of Bich- ? 

ditto, J 

16 llbhana, dit(o, 

19 pheer, son of Dorjuo,ditto, ...... 

90 ' Kehuree, ditto....... 

# ^ ditto 

iHnnga, his s 6 d, ditto, 

Ganl^pafibaiid Miisar,,. 


Approver, seized. 

Dead. 

Seized, approver. 

i Ditto, and died in Sau- 
gor Jail, approver. 

flung at Saugor 1832. 
Seized, approver. 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

Hung at Saugor 18d3. 

Hang at Sangor 1833. 

Died in Sangor JaiU .y 

Approver, in Saugor JtilSk 
Ditto, ditto ditto. 

Hung at Saugor 1832. 
Transported 1632. 
Transported 1832. 

Dead. 

Dead. 

Hung at Jonra 1829. 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

In Jubulpore Jail. 

Hang at Sangor 1833. 
Died in Sangor Jail. 
Hong at Saugor 1832^ 
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Ul 

List of Thugs that accompanied 
A/r. /HcLeml*s letter of the. 9th ' 
December y 1833, to (Japtain iV. 
H, Sleeman, P. J. Cr, Saugor, 

Remarks by Captain W» 
Sleeman-f General Superin^ 
tendenty July, 1S3S. , 

2i 

Doorga Lohar, 

Dead. 

25 

Buljoo Lohar, 

Ditto. 

26 

Khoda Buksli, Mussulman, 

Hung at Saugor 1832. 

27 

Aziiu, Mussulman, 

Dead. 

28 

Nutlioo, Mussulman, Sopurja, 

Approver, seized. 

29 

Kureema, ditto, ditto, 

Transported 1832. 

30 

Gotyeo Jemadar, ditto, ditto, ... 

Dead. 

31 

Khoda Buksli, ditto, ditto, 

Ditto. 

32 

Dewa, ditto, 

Died at Kotali. 

33 

Lall Khan, Mussulman, 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

34 

Pirooa, his son, Mussulman, ... 

Transported 1832. 

33 

Kadir, of Suedons, ditto, 

Dead. 

36 

Khooda Buksli, son of Gub* ? 
boon, his brother, 5 

Hung 1832. 

37 

StrawiiD, Lodbee, 

At large, (1.) 

38 

' Porsram (1st) do. brother of ) 
Sirawiin, ) 

Ditto, (2.) 

39 

Pursram, (2d) do. son of Laljo, .. 

. Ditto, (3.) 

40 

Jowahir, do. brother-in-law of { 
No. 4 J 

Seized and in Jail. 

41 

Kinhnr, do. bis brother, 

At large, (4.) 

42 

Tejuna, ditto, 

Died in Saugor Jaib 

43 

Sookliooa, do. Chela of No. 12,... 

At large, (3.) 

44 

Tewun, Mussulman, Sopurya,.., 

Ditto, (G.) 

43 

Phoolsa Kolee, 

Died in Saugor Jail 


46 Darrear ditto, 


C Transported from lodoro 
I 182&. 


Besides these, there were seixed at the time dnd kept 
in confinement though not belonging to this gang— ' ^ 
Imam Khan and Koelias, both at large; their ear S; 
tioobratee, ' have been partially cat. The real pe^.> 
pertrators of the affair ^ vhich led to the arrest, a!re;<iBijd| 
to-have been Feringeea, and his party-of about tbirtymea 
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ttriN) were released after due day's confinement. The 
whole of the above list however can^ it is believed, be 
convicted by reference to Kotah. 

(Signed) D. F. McLEOD, 

Jr. A. A. G. GL 


s 

Lisi ttf T)inf;s under Ftringeea who 


He mark s hy Captain TV. 

'9J 

*C; 

were nppreftended at Kotah and 


if. tSleemant General 
Superiatendentf July, 


rtdeased after having their faces 



hUukenid in 183*2. 


1836. 


Still at Laiu^e. 

f 32 Of Murnnec, present 

1 Kulloon, sonof Nundlal Lobar, ^ losidence in the Hor- 

( hanpore District. 

2 Judae, brother of Kullooa, 20 Kcsidenco of Ditto. 

5 40 Ditto of ditto^arrest- 

C November, 1835. 

4 Dbnn Sing, son of Kurer, 00 Ditto of Ditto. 

* Furman \ 

6 Bodhooa, brother of Nun^oo,... 30 Ditto of Ditto. 

7 Kbooda Buksha, son of Bo- > 10 Still at large, of Sind* 
iiccnkliaii, Mussulman, ) case. 

8 Roshun, son of Goman, 3G Do. of Sohow in Jhalone 

10 Peera, son of Man, Mussul* t 40 Ditto, of Jopur, now im- 

man, \ prisoned at Kotab. 

14 Obotbee, son of Man, ditto, 32 Ditto of Ditto. 

Id Ajeeta, son of Gomab Sing, do. .55 Ditto of Ditto. 

13 Rttheema, brother of Ajceta, ... 45 Ditto of Ditto. 

il4 ' Bo wo, brother of , 40 Ditto of Ditto. 

,15: SOD of Runjeot, Mus* 7 45 Ditto Ratbgur in Saa« 

sulman, ) gor. 

40 ^1^^ alias Snmshera, son of 7 25 Do. of Rathgur in Sau* 
Lalbhan, J got. 
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w I Lint of Thuffs under Ferhis:em who 
^ I were apfn'vhcndeU tti h'otoh uud 
S j released ofb r having ihvir faces 
y ; blackened in 1832. 


Rfmarl'M bv Captain TV. H 
nV/fiwiM, f General Superin- 
ieutlt nt, Jufij^ 1835. 


JDead, piinhlied and otlu^rwise disposed off» 


1 

Dhurunipaul Binhmin 

T>cad. 

2 

Choteo Jcinadur. 

IliiTi^ nt Snu^or in 1832. 

3 

Chudampic, 

Hunf; at Sau^or in 1832. 

4 

lliiowanro K;»jpoof 

Died at Saijgor. 

5 

Moilooa, 

Approver, 

G 

Kiirhorec, 

Ditto. 

7 

liuphtce, approver, 

Ditto, 

8 

Madlioo, 

Ditto. 

9 

Khundoc ilraliiiiiti, 

Dead. 

10 

Dulela, brother of ditto, 

Died at Dhar. 

IL 

Niingee, 

Mun^at Sau^or in 1832. 

12 

Akhuieca Mussulman 

Dead. 

13 

Baliadoora 

Transported. 

14 

Julio, brotlici of Jlahadoora, ... 

Dead. 

16 

Peera Mussulniau, 

Transported. 

IG 

Lack, 

Ditto. 

17 

Dburum Khan Jemadar, 

Dead. 

18 

Mandhata Uraliniin, 

Hiinj; at Saugorin 1833. 

19 

Munee Ram Jemadar, 

Hung at Saugor in 1832. 

20 

Pudnnia Lodlice, 

Hung at Saugor in 1832. 

21 

Ilorgali Lohar, 

Died at Kotali. 

22 

Lall Khan, 

Approver, dead. 

23 

Bnhadoor Mussulman, 

Dead. 

24 

Purmesureo Lodhcc, 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

26 

Bikratn Lodhcc, 

Hung at Saugor in 1832. 

2G 

Abdoolla, 

Hung at Sniigorin 1832* 

27 

Kurkoree, son of Laljoo 

Dead. 

28 

Bukblian Lohar, 

Hudgat Jubulporo 1831. 

29 

Oubda, uncle of Mandhata appr.. 

Dead. 

30 

Dheer Lodlice, 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

31 

Bauz Khan Mosnlman, 

Transported. 

32 

Chotee Khan of Scrotijc, 

Dead. 


B 
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a 
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List qf Thugs under Feriugcea vrho 
were apprehended at l\nt<th and 
released a/ler having their faces 
blackened in 1832. 


Remarks hij Captain W. //. 
SleemaUf General Superin^ 
tcndtnl, Jultf 1835 . 


33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 
4G 


Dhowkul Lodhee, 

Subha Mu8.su Ituan, 

Shir Khaii Koociceu Jeroadar,... 

llooimut Khan, 

Murdan Lndhcc, 

Saadut Jemadar, 

Bhowaiiec, son of Mucka, 

Bodhi'C Uunerali 

Mudooa Ksjpoot, 

Bhowaneepersaud, undo of Fc- } 
riiij^cca and brother of Bcncc, ^ 

Shera Mussulman,.* 

Khodabuksha Mussulman, «*•• 

Paliarco Mussulman, 

Borgba alias Shcra Mussulman, 


Hung at Saugor in 1832. 
flung at Saugor in 1832. 
Iliing at Saugor in 1832. 
Hung at Ncompaiioe. 
Hung at Saugor in 1832. 
Bead. 

Dead. 

Hung at J ubulpore. 

Hung at Jubulporo. 

Hung at J ubulpore in 1830. 
Bead. 

Transported. 

Ditto. 

Ill Saugor Jail. 


W. II. SLEEMAN. 


(Copy.) 

To CAPTAIN CAULFIELD, 


Sir, 


Political Agents Harowtee, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of yonr letter with depositions, and to acquaint 
you T have some time since made a reference to Govern- 
ment on the subject. 

There does not seem a- doubt from the deposition that 
the far greater part, if not all this band, were associated 
for purposes of plunder, and though no one act can be 
brought home to them, except on their own recital, it 
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\ 7 btild appear daiigorous to let loose such a set of mis- 
creuDts to prey upon the public. If therefore the Raj 
Rana could be induced to rotaiu those who by their own 
confession are professionally thieves, in some sort of 
restraint and hard labor, similar to our punishment of 
working on the roads, 1 should hope the very terror of 
such punishment would have a beneficial efiect, and 
perhaps prove more salutary than the iulliction of capital 
puiiishinent. 

I would therefore recommend your suggesting this 
measure to the Raj liana, at llio same time informing 
him that he is at liberty to act in this case, as in all other 
matters of internal administration, as he deems most 
advantageous to the public interests. 

(Signed) D. OCH TKR LON Y , 

lleaideat, 

Neemuch, Ihe 2Slk June, 1822. 

('rriie Copy,) 

(Signed) W. H. TREVELYAN, 

4lh Aaaisll, Gt\ GL 
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APPENDIX L. 

ARRESTS AT BII0PA1)l IN 1820. 


To CAPTAIN STEWART, 

Actiufj Resident at Sdndheeas Court, 

SiU, 

Some months several highway robhe- 
ries, and murders of a very atrocious nature were com- 
mitted in this District. A number of the perpetrators 
including three Jemadars were shortly afterwards appre- 
hended, and from the confessions of a few individuals it 
appeared that they belonged to some largo gangs of 
^hugs who had come chielly from Iho banks of the 
Jumna and GhumbuL The first depositions however did 
not afford precise information regarding the names of the 
principal members of the confederacy or their places of 
abode, but one of the Jemadars has now given a declara- 
tion stating those particulars so minutely that it may 
perhaps afford the means of apprehShding the greater 
number of the leaders. 

2. This declaration states that there are about twelve 
hundred men who follow the profession of Thugs, according 
to a regular system ; that after the Dahsohra and Dewalcc 
they set out in gangs under their several Jemadars to differ- 
ent parts of the country, assnnung various disguises, and 
return to Ihir homes before the commencement of the 
rains; that with the exce{jU 0 Q of a few residing in Saugofi 
Jaloun, and the neighbourhood of Jbansec, the residenceof 
the great body is withiu a very small tract, in Scindheea's 
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territories, near the hanks of the Sind and within 
seven or eight cose from those of the Jumna ; that about 
two years ago nearly the whole of the Jemadars were 
seized and confined by an oflicer in Sciudheea's service 
named Lloy Sing Ilavildar, commonly called the Hurda 
Wallah, who after some months released them on the pay- 
ment of a fine amounting to rupees 11,250; that a requisi- 
tion W'as made about that time or shortly afterwards, by the 
Magistrate of litawa for the apprehension and surrender 
of the individuals, but that only one man named Durroo, 
who had been unable to pay his share of lino, was sent to 
the Magistrate, the rest having been previously released. 

3. The enclosed list confaiii.s the names of the indi- 
viduals designated as Jemadars who are said to inhabit 
that part of Scindheea's territories before referred to. It 
is slated that nearly the whole of them reside with their 
followers, in live villages, contiguous to or within v#ry 
short distances of each other, the names of which are 
Onjha, Surote, Nucina, Purosa and Pursal. 

4. For your further inforinatiou in case you should 
think it proper to take any steps in consequence of the 
comm unication j 1 have the honor to enclose a copy of the 
deposition of KuHeean Sing Jemadar, taken in Persian, 

I have, &c. &c- 
(Signed) C. A. MOLONY, 

Commissioner in the Nui^huddum 

Jabulpore Office of Comrtiissioner, ^ 

1st October, 1820. J 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) C. A. MOLOJTY, 

Commissioner in the Nurbudda, 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

3 

■t 

10 

IL 


13 

13 

14 


List of Thvgs^ that accompanied ]th\ 
Itlolony's letter tf the Ociohcr 
I820t to Captain iSttwart^ Resident 
at \jiwalior. 


Monuwar Klian of Nunga 7 
Purthan,. f 

Taujoo alias Taj Khan adopted 7 
of Monuwar, J 

Subsook Lodheeson of Bunsee, 

Khooniau Musutman .<ton of 7 
Syfoo, S 

Ntinkoo alias Nunnakoicc son 7 
of Hcern f 

Hursing Hoy Hialitniii son of} 
Singh j[ 

Munsah, | 

Mahinj Partack Brahmin son of C 
Snrdoo, ( 

Dirgpaul son of jNewul, 

AssalutKhan son of Mungul^... 


Remarks by Captnin IP, It, 
Sleeim7i, General Stiperitt’- 
tendfiiit, Jaly, 18‘i5. 


Seized &madcau approver. 

Flung at Saugor. 

Died at Gwalior. 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

In Saugor Jail. 

Died at Sumtur. 

Ditto, seized and made nn 
approver at Saugor. 
Drowned bimselfon his way 
to Saugor from flight. 

Hung at Saugor. 

Seized and in Saugor Jail. 


Ally Khan son of Roshun l-luug at S-augor. 

Kumolec or Kumole Siugb, .... | 

JurJoof!'"."'". !!". Saogor. 


Muchul nephew of preceding,... Died at his home. 


15 Kiioniaii Lodheo, Died in Jubulpore Jail. 

1G Bhime Lodhcc sou of Jhuiidee,.. At Saugor, approver. 

17 Chinta Lodhoc son of Bhowance, Seized and in Saugor Jail. 

°chau*®“ 


20 Jalioi Brahmin son of Buljoo, ... Ditto Ditto. 

21 Budum Sing son of Ramjoo, ... Approverin Jail,sincedead* 

22 Kunhye Abeer son of Bbowa- ? Seized and died at Alu- 

nee (at large,) neeabas in Joadpore^ , 

23 Tbukoree son of Bhowauoe 7 Seized and in Saugor Jaily 

Abeer, J approver. 

** MteiiTo, *1!!!!!?.*!!!.",!? i jubaipo« jaii. 
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V , Jlemarhf hy Capt, Sleemuny 1635, 

pliurum Klian, No. 13, Trausported. 

Miiciiul, 14, Died at \m home. 

Noor Khjaii, „ 25, Died in lluUali Jail. 

Mungul Sing^, r...... „ 28,' Dead. 

■ " 


Tlio following individuals are stated to have been 
concerned in murders and robberies in the Sangor 
district : 


Moiiuwar Khan, No. 1, Approver at Saugor. 

Tcj Khan, „ 2, Hung al Sangor. 

Siihsoukh Lodlicc, „ 3, Died at Gwalior. 

Khoumau Mussulman, „ 4, Died in Saugor Jail. 

• Nunkou, ,, 5, lu Saugor Jail. 


Besides the Jemadars named hi the above lists, it is 
stated by Kulleean Sing* that the principal Sirdar of the 
infhole body is a man named Roy Sing, a Brahmin, com- 
monly called the Etawab-walla ; who has taken a farm of 
sayer or custom duties at Mulbai^hur. 

(Signed) C. A, MOLONY* 

Commissioner in the Nurhiulda* 


To Tv j0E. MAD4 M)CK, Esqxji ri;, 

Aclinij Agent Governor General^ 

^ v 'r Jnbulpore. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to send you a copy of the 
declaration of a man named Kulleean Sing, who with 
several otlicrs was apprehended some months ago on 
suspicion of being concerned in several murders aUd 
Yobberiii^^^oommiUed 
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2. It is stated that some murders were also committed 
ia the Saiigor district by the gang of Thugs described 
by KuHeean Sing, and that some individuals belonging 
to the gangs are now residing in Saugor and Bniidelouud. 

3. The following 0.re the persons designated as Thugs, 
said to be residing in the Saugor district, in a village 
situated about one and a half cose S. W. from Dhumow. 


List of Thugs that uccotupanii d il/r. J/o- 
louy's tetter of the \8t OcL 1820, to Remarks hy Cupt. W. H. 

Atr. Acting Agent iJArernor many Gent, Supt. July 18S5. 

General, Jubulpore. 


Jowahir Hraltrnin, a Joniadar, 

Gooroo Lodlieo, a Jemadar, calls 
himself a Hnjpoot, and assume.^ 
also the name of Kesniee and 
various other names. Jt is said 
that lie has twi'iity^livc or thirty 
followers in diifcient villag^ea in 
the neighbourhood, 


Gutinoo Kliomar, son of linmeer 




Biikut Ditta, , 
Budhuo Ditto, 


Died in Saugor Jail. 


In Saugor Jail. 


In Saugor Jail. 

Died in Saugor Jail. 
Ditto Ditto. 


In the Town of Dhamovy, 


Laljoo Brahmin, In Saugor Jail. 

Mehrban Brahmin, BUt®' Ditto. = * 

In a village named Marecadeh l 
about four cosc north frtim Hut*> In Saugor Jail, approver. 

tail Mahasook Bralimitii j 

Punchee, ditto ditto dillb; In Saugor Jail, approver. 

In a village named Seloda or Selondah, Piirgunak 
Khemlasah, 

Junoo Mussulman, son of Non-> At largo, and in G walior 
dun, : district — since seized. 

Poonoo Mussulman, son of Sudee,.,..'^’]pied in Saugor i^il. 

Bloop Sah Oodiet, Died at his home. 

, s 
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4. ' The Tbugs Btated to be residing ia . Bondelonud 
•re. as follows* In a village three cos^ last from 
Mhow. 


List Thugs that accompanied Mr, Mo- 

lony*s letter c/ the iJt Oct, 1820, to Remarks by Capt, W* H. Site* 
Mr. Maddock, Acting Agent Governor man, Gent, Supt,July 1835. 
General, Jubutpore, 


Purumsookh Mussulmao, a Jeina--^ 
dar; he ia said to have with him V Hun^at Saagor. 
twenty-live or thirty followers, „,j 


In the Town of Mhow. 


Baddye JeinndarMiissulnian. son of 
Burroo at large, and is said to be 

in Chunder llaka Gwalior 

Ooolab Khan Mussulman, son of 
Burroo, 

Miinnoo Mussulman, 


In the Juhulpore Jail. 


Ill Saiigor Jail. 
Bied at home. 


In two contiguous villages named Moopapora and Koora* 
poora, four cose north-west from Jhalone. 


BhooraKhan Jemadar, son of Kemoo, 

Boorga, alias Maraiii^ Sing Jema-'\ 
clar^ json.of Kbyroo, at^arge, and f 
is skid to bo in tb&'Cawopore iC 
diauiot, j 


Hung at Sangor. 

Seized and made approver. 


5. From several depositions it appears that Bhoora 
KJian and Porumsook, Jemadars, were the princip^ 
persona .ppneerned in a very jatrocious murder committed 
at Jhanfi^ Crhautin this dtstriot. ' , 

. 6r 1 the honor to enclose alspcopies ofdopp- 
named Tbakoor Ppr^pud, jUiken before 
Major McPherson, which co&taiii:c |hrther informatida 
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regarding: ' persons said to be Thiigs^ residing in the 
district of Saugor, and mnrders alleged to have bem 
committed. 

7. 1 have also the honor to send for yonr information 
the copy of a letter which 1 have addressed to the Acting 
Resident at the Scindheoa*s Court on the subject of the 
gang described in Kulleean Singes deposition. 

(Signed) C. A. MOLONY, 

Commissioner in the Nurbudda, 

(A true Copy,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P.A.A.G.G. 

Julmlpore Cotnr's. Office, > 

1st October, 1820. j 


Extract of a letter to Captain Stewart, Acting Resi- 
dent at Gwalior, from Major Henleg, Poll, Agents 
Bhopaul, dated the 22d March, 1820. 

Para. 5th. No less than fifty-five of the mur- 

derers, denominated Thugs, were apprehended six days 
ago and brought in hero. Althbbgh, f fear, 1 can only 
obtain sufficient proof to enable me to institute proceed- 
ings against eight of the number, yet as there is no doubt 
of the whole of them supporting themselves by tbeso 
practices, I have deemed it an indispensable measure 
of i^recautioa to disarm them, and after transmitting an 
accurate description of tlieir persons to all tl^^Hocipal 
towns, to remove them out of Malwa, with a strict prohi- 
bition against their returning. The whole them are 
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natim of the provinces on the Jdmna, between Etawsh 
and Allahabad. Nearly fifty persons have fallen victims 
to murderers of this description in this part of Malwa, in 
the course of a few months. 


Deposition of Thakoor Persharh Bhopal Hurcarra, 

Sd SejHemhert ISBl. 


About fourteen years ago, I went with a gang of about 
forty Thugs, from my residence at Mornae to Bhopaul, 
where wc were all taken up on suspicion by the Nowab’s 
officers, and sent to Major Henley, the Agent to Sehore, 
but he was at that time out on his circuit of the districts. 
One Hurcarra was sent with us, and about one cose and 
a half from the village of Kuttora, he was strangled by 
one of the gang named Hindoo, who was lately hung at 
Indore, and the body was thrown into a Nalah, where it 
was concealed by the long grass. 


We then went off to Sohud, which is about eighteen 
cose from Ojeyiv, where we murdered four people and 
got booty, which on a division, gave to each a quarter of 
a seer of gold. I was at the time at lluttcea, which is 
fifteen cose from Sohud. Of the Thugs of this gang 
some have been seised.^ 


1 Thakbor Pershad Wemadar — deponent. 

SI IluUeilee Jemadar — hung at Saugor, 1833. 

3 Zalim Jemadar~dead. 

4 Goomanee. 



5 Mialeea. 

6 Bicibdba* - 
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Roi^buiaree from the Bhopaiil Agent, 19/A 1881. 

In reply to Captain Slecniairs reference, \?ith copy of ' 
a letter from the Kowab of Bbopaul, states that about 
twelve years ago, a gang of men who seemed to be 
Behrecas, or vagrants, had been seized at Bhopaul, on 
suspicion of being Thugs, and that they had all been sent 
oir to Major Henley at Sehore, the then Agent, but that 
information of their escape was received three days after, 
and as the Ilurcarra never returned, they concluded he 
bad been murdered by tho Thugs. 

(Signed) L. WILKINSON, 

PolL Agent* 


APPENDIX M. 


DOWSA AFFAIR, No. 169. 


Deposition of Rustum Khan, 15/A January, 1834, 

In Jot, about six years ago, I was with a gang under 
Nuthee Khan, lately hung at Saugor, BburjeOp Bhikka, 
and Saadut Jemadars, and a gang^pf forty Thugs, on our 
way from Madhorajpoor : we reached Mularna Dongerka 
in Jypore, and lodged in the Surae. A littl^ before 
dark, the son of the Cotwal of Sooper came up with four 
companions on their wajr from Sooper to their homes in 
Rewaree, and lodged in the same Surae. Nutlilie Khan 
went to the young man who was about fifteen years of 
age, and won his confidence. He agreed to travnel with us, 
|kud we set out the next morningi and reached Lalsontt 
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and lod^d ill the Surae ofKhosal Bhateeara: next day 
We reached Ramgnr in Jyporc, four cose distant/ and 
lodged ip 'some shops. Thence we sent on fihikka 
Jemadar, to select a place for the murder, but he Could 
not find one, and returned in despair. The next day 
we went op to Dowsa in Jypore, which place we reached 
about noon, and we lodged the boy and his Companions 
in a shop, while we went to the Surae. The shop-keepers, ‘ 
ill whose shop they lodged, were three, Nanuk, Sewlall 
and another, whose name I forgot. We were all well 
known to these three shop-keepers, and they had shared 
liberally in our booty, and their shop was near the Surae 
in which we lodged. Four ghuries before night, we 
sent on Bhikka again to look for a Bela, and he choso 
one on the bank of a river, a cose and a half distant; and 
at night reported his success. Nuthce Khan, Bhikka, 
Kureema, [neba, Ramla, a Sooseea Thug, were chosen 
as stranglers, and others appointed to assist them ; and a 
watch and half before daylight we set out, and on reach- 
ing the place chosen, in the bed of the river, which was 
then dry, the/ word persuaded to sit down to theiV 
ablutions. carpet was spread for them, and 'the son of 
the Cotwal, with one of his companions, sat upon it, and 
the other three sat at t^|little distance. The Shumseeas 
sat near 4heM« and the Bhurtotes (stranglers) stood 
behind them. 1 was appointed to give the signal, and X 
did it by ^^aying, ** If the lads are all come, give theih 
tobaccov^ and instantly the Bhurtotes threw their Ango^ 
chas over their necks and strangled Their bodies 

were buried in two graves, tw|^ in one, and three ip thp 
other^dp the sand in the bed of the riveiriT Bhikka Jema- 
dar, still at large, strangled the boy, gibd the four other 
JBliartotea strangled the others. We got from them a 
pipre, a pair of ear-rings, with two large pearls in each, and 
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otNr things worth two hundred and fifty rupees. Bbtkka 
Jemadar states there was a bag of gold mohurs found 
upon them, which we had no opportunity of counting : he 
found them upon the boy whom he himself strangled. 
Bhikka's brother Chunda held the boy’s hands while he 
strangled him, and took olT his kiimmurbund as soon as 
be was dead, and put it round his own waist. At tliis 
moment, the mare ran off, and several Thugs ran after 
her, and brought her back, but before their return, 
Chunda had made off with the waist band, and gone 
home. Uhiklim, however, protended that bis brother bad 
lost the road. We went to Sooper in Jypore, and 
divided the booty, but not the Sooper whence the party 
had come from. We got five rupees each ; and Nulhee 
Khan took the mare at a valuation of forty rupees ; and 
sold her to the Tbakoor of Pucbawur in Jypore, for 
sixty rupees. Three days after the murder, the bodies 
were dug out by the animals of the jungle, as we learnt 
from the Bhuteearas and shop-keepers, who requested 
us to keep away from Dowsa, in consequence. The 
Cotwal wrote to his home to announce the departure of 
his son, and as he did not reach home, bis uncle and 
another man came out to search for him, ^and came to the 
shop where he bad lodged him at^Dowsa. We returned 
to the place twenty days after, and found the uncle on a 
Chubootra, in front of the shop, weeping and saying that 
ho could trace his nephew thus far and no further. We 
concealed the property we got after hearing this,, but we 
have none of it 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PL A. A. G. G. 
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(Copy.) 

To CAPTAIN W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PrincL Assist, Commissioner, Saugor, 

Sir, 

In reply to your Roobacaree of the 1st 
tiltimo, 1 have the honor to forward copy of the Prime 
Minister’s letter No. 68, and translation of a Marhatta. 
note. 


I have, &c. &c.&c. 

•J:-. 

(Signed) R. C.VViiNDISH, 

Resident. 


Gwalior Residency, ) 
^ ISt/i March, 1834. \ 


Kfifeeut of the Aumil of Seopore, received with the letter 
of the Minister of Gwalior to Mr, Cavendish the 
Resident, and. the Residents letter of the Xbtk March, 
1834. 

Laila Bhujun Lai, in the time of John Baptiste, was 
stationed at Seopore, oif^liepart of Chatter Bhoje Dewaii. 
Pie had bis family with him. He sent his son Bunsee Lai 
towards Rewarce to bring back his bride. lie had with 
him Pirthec Brahmin of Seopore, and Jogul Brahmin of 
Bewaree> Heera Sing Sepaheo and'Goviiida Jat. They 
had ii horse with them ; they set out on the 27th of Clieyt, 
1885 Sninbut, towards Rewaree, and after three months 
a letter birrived stating that he bad never reached home* 
Bhujifiin Lai sent people in search of him, and found that 
on the Qifa^aide of Madhoopore» and the other side of 
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tbe JBiinas river, a half a cose from the Bower Bowlec, 
they bad been all killed. JBbujun Lai died soon after of 
grief for the loss. 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) W. IL SLEEMAN, 

PL A. A. G. G. 


A P P E N 2) I X N. 


MURDER OF SUBAIIDAR MAJOR AKBUR 
KHAN. 

Deposition of Ferlngeeat 17 Ih December 1832. 

About ten years ago in the month of Magh (January) 
I was with a gang of nearly one hundred Thugs at Lak- 
beree, in the Booridoe territory, lodged in some deserted 
houses outside the town to the east, when Akbur Khan 
Subabdar came up with eight companions, six being 
bearers, one a Sepabcc, and one a servant of the Sabah- 
dar. lie was very ill, and carried by the six bearers in a 
Dooley ; and be took up bis quarters near the Bowlee, 
intending to move on the same day, after resting a little, 
to Indergnr, which is two cose from Lakheree. He said 
he was going from the Cantonments at Neeinucb, to bis 
home in Furruckabad, in consequence of a protracted 
pain in the head, lie asked u$' to go on with him to 
Indergur, and after be had gone on, Khnluk, Bichoo, 
A man, and Cliotee went after him w'ith forty Thugs of 
our gang, and reached Indergur^ 1 with the sixty under 
Dhunnooa and Nunha, Jemadars, remained at Lakheree, 

'r 
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« 

with five travellers, on their way from Kotah to Cawnpore, 
a Rajpoot, two Brahmins, and two Kaets. These men 
we killed that evening, at Laklicree,* and went on to 
Indergnr with the booty after midnight, as stated in my 
deposition in the Lakheree case. 

At Indergnr we lodged atthcTukeeaof aFukeer, near' 
a Bur tree, with those who had gone on before. In the 
morning wo left Indergnr and lodged at the village of 
Fachoola, in Jypore, and the following morning reached 
Sherepore with the Subahdar and his party. Having deter- 
mined to kill them, on leaving this place, we in the after- 
noon sent on Khomna and Junguleea to choose a bcle, and 
they chose one a cose distant on the road to Ilerowtec 
in a hill. In the morning wc set out before day light 
on reaching the spot chosen, Amati gave the JIurnee 
they wei^ all killed, and their bodies buried in the 
bill ; the stranglers were Man Khan and Bhowanee who 
have been seized ; Gunesli and Mandhata who are still at 
large; Bhowanee the second, now in Jail, and Lai Khan 
approver, who lately died in Jail. Sourjunand Peera who 
arc still at large. 

Three months after, while we were encamped at 
Madhoorajpore, two men, relations of the Subahdar, 
canic and asked ns whether we had heard any thing of the 
Siibadar, and told us all they knew about him. We had 
an iron grey pony that we got in the booty from the 
Subahdar, and we threw a cloth over him lest they should 
recognize it. 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN. 

Pl.A.A.G.G. 

* 'These bodies were taken np under the inspection of Uie Acting 
Agent at Kotah, Doctor Corbet. 

W. H. S. 
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To MAJOR C.* P. KING, 

\ 

Or the Officer Commsinding Mi Regiment 

Light Cavalry^ Nusseerahad. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to request, that you will 
do me the favor to ascertain and let me know whether 
any Native Commissioned Officer of your Regiment disap- 
peared in the month of October 1821, or about that time 
on his way to his home on sick leave. 


(Signed) W.H. SLEEMAN, 

PI A. A. G. G. 


29f/« Avgust, 1833. 




No. 21. 

(Copy.) 

To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

Assistajnt Governor GeneraV s Agent, 

Saugor. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter under date the 29th ultimo, and in 
reply to inform you that 1 consider your communication 
must allude to the death of Subabdar Ashrnff Khan, lato 
of the Regiment under my Command. 

The Subabdar left the Regiment, then quartered at 
Neemueb, on the 9th February 1822, for Futteh Gurh, in 
a very bad state of health, in a Dhoolie, and was accom.* 
panied by five bearers and a servant boy. None of the 
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party ever reached their destination, nor could any 
account of them be obtained beyond Lakheree Ghaut, a 
few cose from Kotab. 

I have, &c. &c« 

(Signed) C. P. KING, Lient.-CoL 
Commanding Atli Light Cavalry. 

Nusseerahad, 8 /A September , 1833. 


Arzee of Nurkoolal, IQth June, 1833, to Mr, SfcLeod. 

On the 9th June wc reached Aliimpore near Nana 
Shcher; next morning about 4 o’clock v. M. two Thugs, 
Khoda Buksh and Imam Khan, came to the Surae to 

,r . 

lodge ; Kiirhorec and Godhee pointed them out, and got 
them seized, and they have been secured ; four bodies 
have been taken up under the temple near the Bowlee at 
Alumpore before the OITicors of the Rajah of Jypore, and 
a part of the inquest is enclosed. 

Report . — The exhumation of the bodies of Akbur Khan 
Snbahdar, and three of his companions at Alumpore under 
a temple. The day 14th June 1833, Nurkoolal Moonshee, 
Purumsook Ifavildar, with a parly of Sepabees, came to 
the place. Munnoo Khan Subahdar, of the Regiment of 
Johan Geer Khan Kuptan, Meer Shomshere, Akram 
Khan, Munsub Khan, Gonesha Ram, Flurcara, Kirpa 
Ram Putel, of Alumpore, all residents of Naya Shelier and 
Alumpore, attended. One thousand cubits from the walls 
of the village to the South, the ground was dug up at the 
place the approvers pointed out, in a grove of custard- 
apple trees, and four skults, with the entire skeletons of 
four persons, found ; all the people present saw them, and 
the AoiH called Jewun Ram Seth, of Naya Sheher, 
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Mannoo Khan Jemadar, and others, to see the skeletons. 
Grave three and half cabits long, one cubit and a span 
wide, two cubits and two lingers deep. 

Signed by all the above persons. 

Kirpa Ram Piitel, of Alumpore, I4tb Juno, deposes 
that be never before heard of the murder, but that he has 
now seen the bodies of four murdered persons taken up. 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PI. A. A. G. 6. 


Ur zee of Sheikh Imam Alee^ Coiwal, of Furruckbad, to 
the Magistrate^ 2d June 1833. 

Ashore Kban, the son, and Enaent Khan, (lie brother of 
Ashruf Kban Subabdar, who reside in the street of 
Nahas, having been summoned came, and Enaent stated 
that about thirteen years ago his brother Ashruf Khan, 
father of Ashore Khan, wrote to them to say that he 
was about to come home, and they waited a long 
time expecting him ; at last they sent Sheikh llujjoo 
of Nnkhas, to Akberabad to a Ilukeem, whose name 
I forgot, a friend of Ashruf Khan, supposing that as he 
bad had a paralytic stroke, he might have remained 
with him for his advice. We found that he had not been 
seen there; and sent Hussein Khan to Neemuch to 
search for him, and engaged to pay him seven rupees for 
the journey, fie returned, and from him, and Sheikh 
Khyratee and Jawahir Alie Kban, Subahdars, we learned 
that Ashruf Khan bad had a paralytic stroke, and en- 
gaged five Palkee bearers of Bareilly, and with Islam, 
a boy, and a pony, on which bis things were laden, left 
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Neeniucli on bis return home* Other persons accompanied 
him from Neemuch, but soon again left him on the road. 
He was traced so far as Indergnr, which is three cose 
from Lakberee, but from that place no trace of him, the 
boy, the five bearers or pony could be found. We there- 
fore concluded that they must have been killed by Thugs 
or banditti. We could never learn what property he 
ba(f taken with him from Neemuch. 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PL A. A. G. G. 


APPENDIX O* 


IiIST OF THUG FAMILIES, WHO PAID THE TAX ON THUGS 
TO THE GWALIOR. STATE. 

To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward the Deposition 
of Suntoke llae, son of Laljoo Kucbwaha, a Thakoor, 
Zumeendar of Siudouse, with the latest list of the Thugs, 
who were registered as liable to the usual tax of twenty* 
four rupees eight anas, A. D. 1797. 

I have written by the side of a few of the names, the 
circumstances in which their posterity are at present. 

From the great number ofSindonse Thugs at Saugor, 
you will be able to learn the circumstances of the descen- 
dants of the greatest part of them* 
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When you have filled it up, I trust you will do me the 
favor to return me a copy so completed. 

(Signed) J. C. WILSON. 
Etawah, 19 fli August, 1834. 


Deposition of Suntoie Rae, son of Laljoo Kuchwaha, 

Thaknr, Zuvieendar of Sitidouse, Thunah Sindotise, 

ZiUah Etawah, taken before me this 24//t dag of 

August, 1834. 

I am about 60 years of age, and am the son of that 
Laljoo, who was confined for life in the Barreilly jail, 
for having been an accomplice in the murder of Lieute- 
Diiiit Mansell near Murnae, in the year A. D. 1812, when 
Mr. Hallied came down from Agra to arrest the Thugs. 
1 have been asked to give a list of Thugs who paid 
tribute to the Gwalior Stale, and I have accordingly 
brought the latest list with me. It is dated Aghiiii Sum- 
hut 1854, November A. D. 171)7. Sheikh Mohuaiud 
Jumma, who was styled Colonel, was Auinil, under the 
Gwalior State of the Purgiinnahs in which Ihe Thugs 
resided, viz. Pureehar, twelve villages, and Sursaudhur, 
fifty-two villages at that time, and he sent for iny father 
Laljoo, and between them this list was made out. Each 
of the three hundred and eighteen houses were taxed at 
St. Bs. twenty-four and eight annas, and the agreement 
was to last three years. My father collected the tribute, 
which amounted yearly to St. Rs. seven thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-one, and after the collections he was 
allowed to deduct one hundred rupees for himself, and 
fifty rupees for the two Potwaries, the remaining seven 
thousAid six hundred and forty-one rupees he forwarded, 
to the Aumil’s treasury. Whenever the Thugs returned 
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from an expedition, my father used to receive a presen^. 
of one rupee from every boiise. The Sindouse Thugs 
were in the habit of making very lung expeditions. 
They never returned in less than six mouths ; and if 
they wore unsuccessful, they sometimes remained absent 
two years, and on Ibis account my father did not make a 
very large sum by the presents. The list I have now 
brought is the latest made. It is dated Aghun Suuibut 
1854, (November 1797). Colonel Mahumud Jumma was 
dismissed from the Aumilship Sunibut 1857, (A. D. 
1800), and owing to the confusion which existed in the 
Gwalior State, the Ilajah of llaiiipoora seized upon the 
Furgunnah Pureehar, and stripped the Zumeendars and 
the Thugs of their property. The Thugs fled to the Piir- 
gunnah Sursaee, in which half of the Thugs formerly 
resided, and which was still under the Gwalior Govern- 
ment, and the Zumeendars went to complain to the 
Collectors of Mynporee and Agra. Matters stood in 
this way till Sumbut 18G4, (A. D. 1807), when a Tubsildar, 
Lain Sunkerinl, was sent from Agra to Sindouse, and the 
Purgunnah Pureehar was attached to the British domi- 
nions. The Purgunnah of Sursaee, in which half the 
Thugs always resided, and to which the other half (who 
had resided from time immemorial in Purgunnah Pu" 
reehar) had fled on acconut of the oppression of the 
Rampoora Rajah, in Sumbut 1857, (A. D. 1800) still 
remaining under the Gwalior Government. The greater 
number of the Pureehar Thugs then returned to their 
villages, and every thing went on comfortably for the 
next five years, when Mr. Ilalbed, who was Deputy 
Superintendent of Police., came to arrest the Thugs in 
December 1812. Into whosever hands the Purgun* 
nabs of Pureehar and Sursaee have fallen, viz. KTuwab 
Vizier, the Rana of Go^d, the Robilla ChieftaiQS> 
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Bhadoreea Rajah^^ the Rajah of Bhurfpore, and the 
Owaiior State, from time immemorial has a ta:c of 
24-8 on every house inhabited by the Thug^s, been levied 
and pdid to the respective anmils. 


Number of Thug families commonly called Sindous 
^ITiugs, who were taxed (Sumbat 18e54 A. 2>. 1797^ 
by the Gwalior Stale. 


Sindous, 88 

Choorapoora, 11 

Chourchia, 3 

Biudowa, 13 

Khorun 

Beroree, 9 

Biiholee, 1 

Sukutpoora, 

Eureeawalee, 28 

Bunsarcc, ........ 3 

GurheeaKalce Soor, 8 

Sursaee, I?" 

Paureree, 30 

Murnae, 103 

Tehngoor, 1 

Jtikhmolee, 3 

Kunawnr, 4 

Bujhae, * 3 

Kote, 7 

Oojab, 1 

Total, ••..318 


Villages — Sindonse held by 
the Purhecar Rajpoot 
Zumcendars. 


These are Surs^ca^villages^ 
held by the Kuchwatia 
Rajpoot Zumeendars, 


V 
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In each nf these three hundred and eighteen houses 
we may allow an average of three men capable of going 
oh Thuggee. Thus the Sindouse Thugs may be fairly esti- 
mated at nine hundred and fifty-four, particularly as the 
tax was levied on the houses and not on the persons. 

(Signed) J.C. WILSON. 

The lists received were those rendered by Laljoo and 
other Zumeeudars to the Amils as the true Thug rent 
rolls ; but they did nut contain all the Thug families from 
whom the tax was levied. The Zumeeudars often col- 
lected from several independent members of one great 
family who had separated, while they inserted in the rent 
rolls only the reputed head of the whole. The heads of 
families who paid the tax were therefore more than three 
hundred and eighteen, as will be seen by the following 
lists, which contain one hundred and twenty-two famUi^s 
more than are named in the lists of Suntoke llae, forward- 
ed by Mr. Wilson, and are very complete and correct 
I believe. 

W. H. SLEEMAN. 



List of the heads of the Thug Families who occupied the Villages of the two Purgunas of Sindouse 
and Sursae, in the Delta of the Sind and Rooaree Rivers, and near their confluence 

as they enter the Jumna. 
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executed at Muthura by Siudbeea j 3dy 
Kothee alias Suntokerac, died without issbe; 
4th, Hurchund, died witlioat »su(ir ^ 6tb, 
Kuogoo, died without ifiue.: 
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Rotiun Jemadar^ 

Dandewur, . . Son of Mandhata,. . Ditto, Ditto, Died at home : had twosoos— Tunta, who 

died at home; Jychnnd, adopted, died in the 
Saugor Jail, and left a son, Jowahir, now in 


( U7 ) 




sons ; Deokce, dead ; Nowul, dead ; Bukut, 
dead ; Surawun, at large, on Thuggee, offer 
of two hundred rupees for him ; 4th i^n, 
Subsook, died on a Thug expedition.. 



Birth. Cast. Residence. I Remarks hy Captain SUeman^ yfoc. 1835. 
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Saugor Jail. 

15 Khoman, ,, SoorgMull,.. Ditto, Ditto, Huag at Saugor. 

16 Jowahir, ■••#.•••• » Omed, ...... Ditto, Ditto, Died at home : had one son, who died in the 

Saugor Jail, and one adopted, died iu a Thug 
expedition 
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became deranged, where he is no one knows j 
Gobra, died at home. 



Names, I Birth, I Cast I Residence, 1 Remarks by CaiHain Sleentan, Nov. 1835. 
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ported ; Purma, liung at Juwra 1839 j Aii4 
Pun^a, hung at Jubulpare in 1835. 

Bareear, Sou of Laljoo,. • « • Ditto, •••••«.• Ditto, Dead. 


Purrooy •••••••• Sun of Goolal,. . . • Ditto, Diito, • Died at hoitie ; bad two iions<— Ist, Bbudar 

Jemadar, a prisjoner in the Jubulporc Jail, 
H ho has four son^-^lstson Bbowanee, an 
approver at Jubulpore; 2d, Burra aprisr^ier 
in the Jubulpuor Jail— 3d, £mamM,.4t 
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Jatferabad; Fattooa died at homej Islam 
transported from Saugor ; 2d sou Chunda, 
died at borne. 
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Raliiin Khaiiy • • • • Son of Roshun 

Khan, Ditto, Bursote, Ditto, Died in the Jubulpore Jail: had three 

sons— l»t, Bhoora; 9d, Khodabuksb; 3d, 
Birahioi, all three at large. 
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41 Jey Sing, Brother of LaU 

muD, Afosulman, .... Ditto, Dead : had two sons— Ut, Sfoolloo, who 

was transported from Saugor ; 3d, Darroo^ 
died at home, leaving one son ; Deeoa, hung 
at Saugor. 
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BrabmiD,, , « • • t Ditto, ..••••.••• Dead : had four sons—lst, Bbovranee Per- 

saud, died, leariog two sons; 1st, Ussur- 
reea, dead; 2d, Foonnooa, still at lai^e; 
2d SOD ofKishen Doorgha, died at borne ^ 
3d, Dabce, dea^d ; dth, Lugfarao, dead. 
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Son of Balkishen, Koomar, Ditto, Died, leaving Uirec son*--lst, Vchroo 

bang at Sangori 2d, Gunc^b, died at home ; 
3d^ Girdhareo, released from Sangor, 
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BHto, Bead : loft one son \ Moolloo, dead : had 

a son, Laljoo, also dead. 



CtuL I JRcsidcnce, Remarks by Captain Sleeman^ Nov, 1835 . 


( 170 ) 


l§ 


I 


B tS 
« « 

S! .3 


111 

I S a> 

jB a 

1 

® rt s 

2 *? S 

5 g, o 

£? -S 
T3 3 Sf 

ti V} ^ 
.. rt ^ 


PL ^ 

« § 

II 

1 = 


a 


I 

.a 


.s 

E -g 

i 

t 3 

•e <0 

s ^ 

* -S 

i ? 
I S 

0 ^ 

1 .s 

>*^1. 


«» J2 

a -s 

.a A 


S >0 o 
13 « a ••= 


rt i-i 

tJ 


§ « 
=5 -3 

.a 


•o .2 
-r 'O 


■o 

§ 

a g 

^ I- 

ad 9 

•-> ^ 
«> 9 

2i 

% 15 


e S 
be .2 
3 .r 




CO g U 
JS S X IS 


> 4 ) 


II 

be "X 


'O W PP 


I s 

tff “ 

C cu 
9 = 




li 


.a 


'S .9 




5 

5 


Roshnn Jemadar, Son of Himniut»... Ditto, ••••.r*. Ditto, .•.#«•••«. Hung at Saugor : had three sons — Isf, 

Moosthafa, hung at Gwalior, had a son 
Khuleel, hung at Saugor ; 2d, son of Aosun, 
hilled oil an expedition ; 3d, hung at Saugo». 
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aged 84^ ,«.••• Son of Chumput, Brahmio, Ditto^ ....•••.•• Approver: has three sons— Isf, Gobra^ 

died without issue } 2d, Bukhut Aloorcea 
Jemadar, at large ; 3d^ Moulleea^ transport* 
ed from Saugor. 



Rajpoot....... Ditto, Dead: left four sons— 1st, name not 

knoirn, killed at Umber on an expedition ^ 
2d, Moollooa, hun^f at Gwalior*, 3d, Huns, 
raj, killed in the Duckun, by Omeedeea 
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Names. I Birth. Cast. Residence. Remarks hy Captain Skcman, Nov. 1835. 
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Bnkbut, Son of RaeSing,. • Lodhee, Ditto, Bukhut, in the Bareilly Jail, imprisoned 

for life. 



97 Mungul, Sou of Kuree, MosuJmau iiiir- Lot^kec rmfeo in 

.sote,.. Sindouse, Died without issue. 

98 Roshun, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto ditto. 

99 Asatut, Sou of Musta, .... Ditto, Ditto, .... Ditto ditto. 




leic Khan Jemadar, died at Gwalior, he 
left one !^ou, Zolfakar, who was hung at 
Saugor;, tld, adapted sod of Deendar, huo^ 
at Saugor. 



Am. I N<me». I Birth. I Cast. Residence. Remarks ly Captain Sleemany Nov. 1835. 
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Polatldee, both at large; Bliowanec and 
Gooreya, both died in the Saugor Jail. 

110 Sher Khan, Son of Jafaud Khan^ Ditto, Ditto, Died at home : left two aoua, one named 

Kesur Khan, died at home; the other £mam 
Khan, died in the Jail at .Saugor. 
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120 Hiflga Jemadar^ I • Son of Pindar Alosulman •••• 

Jemadar^tt • • • • Biiynsj •!•••• Pitto^ ■■•••••••* Pied at home : had mx sons— -1st, 

Tnaent an approver, at Jubulpore j Chaud 
Khan Jemadar, hung at Saugor; Pulele 
Khan, also hung at Saugor ; 4th, Dburm 


( 179 ) 





a 


60 te, ..••••••• Pitto, »•«•»«•••• Pied at home: leaving two sons— 1st, 

Madarec, still at large 5 2 d, Bhujoo, tnms- 
purted from Saugor. 



■"TV<w. I Names, | Birth. | Cast. | Residence. j Remarks by Captain Slceman, Nov. 1S35. 
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[eerajfttt •••••• Son of Choree, •• Lodhee, •••••• Ditto, Diedatbomc: left four non!i—l8t,Ku1leean 

Sing, an approver j dd and Sd, Chyn Sah 
and Motee, hung at Sau^or IbSO , 4th, his 
adopted son, Mbeuguo, hung JubuJpore 
ISoa. 
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Khan ; 3(l>Sirjec Khan ; 4th, Lai Khan, all 
three died at home 3 5th, Bbujoo, transpoiU 
ed from Saugor. 








1S» Durroo Jemadar,.. Son of Aiv>kec, Muncebar, Mo- 

alias Goolzar, . . sulmau, .... Ditto, Died at home ; had no soni. 

139 Goman, alias 


( 18.1 ) 



144 Suthooa, Adopted of Khul- 

luk Brahmin,.. Lodhee, Ditto, Dead. 

145 Bbikureea, • . • • . • Son of Bemgalee, Mosulmao, .... Ditto, Dead. 

146 Khurga, Kolee, Villages of Choo- 

rchia, Dead. 



Bemarhs by Captain Slceman, Nov. 1835. 
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home, 2(1, and 3d, fions of Mahadco Kcsur- 
reecind Soogbur, died at home, had no sons 5 
4ti), Kiuihye Jemadar, died, had three sons; 
1st, Guuesb, transported from Jubulpore; 




2d and 3d, sons of Kunliyc Jemadar 
Chotee Jemadar and Sutram, are both 
approvers at Jubulporc j 5th, son of Maha- 
deo, Pucholc, Jemadar, died at home, left 
two adopted sons, one named Rama, an 
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151 Chotee, Sittc^ ,••••••• Ditto, .......... Died at home : had no sons. 

15S Chatter,... SonofTe*, Ditto, Ditto,,, Died at home s without issue. 



I Birth. I Cast. 1 Residence. Remarks by Captain Sleeman, Nov. 1835. 
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S S 


home, left hve sons j Bhukhut and Jowahir, 
approvers, Kasheram 3d son, hung at 
Jbalna ; 4th son Chimderpaul, transported 
from Sangor; 5th, Uman, dead; 3d, an 
adopted son, Saethoo, died at home, had no 
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Birth. I Cast. Residence. Remarks hy Captain SUeman, Nov. 183a. 
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himself; 3(i, Kisseea, died at hume; 4th, 
his adopted son, hung^ at Jubulpore, 
(Madaree). 

16S Roopa,* ••••.... • • Ditto, .•••.••• Ditto, Dead. 


169 KbDi^ee,f Adopted of Alum, Ditto,. Ditto, Died at home : had t\ro sons— 1st, Kheer 

Khan, executed at Ug^ur } 2d, Moolluoa, died 
at home, leaving one son, Peerbuk^^b, not 
arrested. 





one son, Siparam, allai Salii Khan, at 
large j 4th son of Fazil, Kaseim, died at 
home, had two sous, Kbuleel Khan, and 
Mukoond, both died at home. . 



jSfrtA, Cast. Jteiidence. Remar/is by Captain Sleeman, A'ov. 1M5. 
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Laljoo, died at home, leaving two sons, 
Mol loo and Bodhoo, both transported from 
Saugor. 
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mSiadou^ft,.... Died at homv. ■ had two sons— Maha- 
sookh, loin? at .fubulporcj Bhowaonee, 
died at home. 



Birth, Ca^t. j Bejtid4>nce. j Rernarhs hy Captain Sleemarif Xov. lS3r> 
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approver at Jubulpore^ 4th, Doorugna, ia 
prison at Jubulporc. 

193 Goma&ee, ••..•• Ditto, ••••••.... Ditto, •.••••.. Ditto, Died in the fluttah Jail. 
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Died at home ; had two sons— 1st, son 
Gomanee, died at home, leaving three sons^ 
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Names , I Birth. I Cast. I Residence. I Remarks hy Captain Sleeman, Nov. 1835. 
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Sae SiD^, Rambuk^h Jemadar, at larg^e j 
51h, an adopted son of Rae Singp, Dulele, 
died at Oogein, left a son, Rambuksh, at 
large ^ an adopted son of Rae Sing, Moo 
Qooa, died at home, had no sous. 
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and 5th, Hurreea, both at large. 




own and four atloptrd — 1st, Cliotec, appro- 
ver, dead ; 2d, Moollooa approver, now at 
Jubulpoor ; Mutroo, died at borne— Isl 
ariopted son Kusseea, and 2d, Doorjuna, 
both died •, 3d, Kusseea, Kurar and 4tb, 
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Dilta Ditto, OM at home-, leaving four irms-l»l, 

234 Slifra, Jjitto, • Cliand, trausportcil from Saugor, 2d, Door- 

gha, transported from Jubulporcj 3d, Po- 
hareej 4th, Dowint *, and 5th, Kummooa, 
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Names. Birth. Cast, Residence. Remarhs hy Captain Sheman, Nw. Ib36. 
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247 Tijja, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Died at home: leaving two sons— 1st, 

Moolloo ; 2d, Kunbaea, both died in the 
Saugor Jail. 

S4S Alum, •«.••••••• Son of Kaem, . . . • Mosulmao, .. . . Murnao, « Dead. 



Ditto CieJ ai home : Heaving three soiisj— 

2.i!J MuDguI, » Bukhtiiwur, dead ; ‘:d,Tijjooa. die d at liomc, 

left two HorniiU Khan and Allec. both 
tran-PorU-'ii from Sau^jor j 3d son ot Man- 
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Not. l Names. Birth. ] Cast. Residence. Remarks hy Captain Sleerrmn, Nov. n2b. 
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259 Jahanec, •••«••• » Son of Asaulut, •• Mo«ulmau, .. . . Ditto, •.•••«•••• Died at Lome: had no sons. 

260 Purshaud, Son ofHimut,.. « « Ditto, Ditto, Ditto: ditto. 

2Gl Hurnaum, ••«••« Sou of Bhn,;^wunt, Lodhee, Ditto, * Ditto: ditto. 

202 Sooklall, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto: ditto. 
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3i2 Sheera, 8onofMcer, ...• Ditto, Ditto, Dead: had two son^i— Coonja, died at 

Banda* left a !K>n Man Khan, arrested and 
loicasod ; 2d of Nhera, Dhurm Khan, trans^ 
ported from Juhutpore. 
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guUa, dead; 3d, Ungnoo, hung at Jhoura; 
4tii, adopted son hung at Jhoara, letl an 
adopted son Kiinila Koul, an approver at 
Juhulpore. 



A'©#. Names. | Birth. j Cast. Jicsidcnce. Remarks hy Captain Stccniany Nov. 1835. 
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937 Kulleeaa ditto, ,, Ditto, Ditto, Died at home: left two soua, Thukooree 

aud Moolloo, both at large. 

338 Omed, ••«•■•<!. ...•■•• Lodliee, Ditto, Dead. 

329 Munsookfa, Ditto, Ditto, Dead. 
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at Saujor. 

MurJaun, ...... Soa of Puhar Siuj, Brahmin, Pu- 

ihuck, Village of Pahlun, Died at home : left a son, Jodha, 

died at home. 
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ported from Jubulpore ; 3d, Kulloo, at large. 

SonofPithoIeli, .. Mo»ulinaii, .... Dittu, Died at home.- left three sons— Isf, 

Saelhee Klian, transported from Saugor ; 
2d, Meer Khaa ; 3d, Akbur Khan, botli ul 
large. 



34 !> Bbudaec, JDiito, Ditt**, Died at home ; Icavins^ two a>ou», their 

names forgotten, at large. 

346 Omed, Khandehra. .... Ditto, Died at home : leaving two sons, Ma- 

darre and Hurree Sing, both at large. 
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354 Doorgah, Korec, Ditto, Dead 

355 Jhurrab Isf, Lohar, Ditto, Dead, 

350 Jhurrab 2d, Father of Birkbhan Ditto, Ditto, Died at home; kft a son, Brighban, 

hung at Jubujpore. 



I Namfs, Sirfh, i Cast. i Itesidence. nemarkx btj Captain Sleeman, Nov. 
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3SI Sooo Jemadar,, firotlierof Kujoleb Lohar, Diiio, Died at borne had two sons Khnomau 

and Auseyan, both prisonen at Kandeisb, 

383 Ghasee, ..•••••• Mosulman, Ditto, Dead. 

383 Aununda, Barber, Ditto, Died at borne : leaving a sop, Deo Sain, 






yos. 1 yames. I Birth. Cast. I Residence. Remarks hy Captain Slecman.t Nov.. 1835. 
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BrahtniaPatuck Diito^ •«#•«•••••• Died at home; had three sons, their 

names tbrgottcu, all three at large. 



Died at home • leaTing three sons— 1st, 
Jhurroo, died at home; 5d, Budiiloo ; 3d, 
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423 llarllur, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Died at home: leavint; four son^— 1st, 

Biiugn'an ; 2d, Laljoo 5 NuiKllali, aU 
tlirec died at hoiiu: ilUoul auy suns ^ 4tb, 
* Kosui Subaluiar. dead, left six sons, two 
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Purgunah, of Svrsae, Pitrgunah of Sindouse. 
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A B S T R A C T. 

In Iho Division of Laljces, in the Town of 


Sindouso, 78 

Cliutter and Sobnts Division in Sindonse^.. 13 
Tijgun and Cbuiuiiins Division in Sindonse, 5 

Low’s Division in Sindoiise, 7 

Village of KUorun, 33 

Ditto of Sukiitpoora, 3 

Ditto of Bailee ka Gurhce, G 

Ditto of Clioorehla, J. 

Ditto of Bindawa, 16 

Ditto of Kurrowtec, 24 

Ditto of Bitliolco, 1 

Ditto of Bi rorec, 11 

Ditto of Gurbeoa Kalosoor, 7 

^Ditto of Bunesuree 2 

^Town of Murnac, Purgunah Sursae, 102 

Village of Pablan, 14 

Town of Sursae, 19 

Village of Paururce, 18 

Kote, G 

j Village of Juklimolee, 2 

Jumeb, 7 

Village of Kunawur, 3 

Ditto of Kebcugoor, 1 

Rampoora, 1 

Total,., 440 


W. H. SLEEMAN, 

2 K 



Numfiers. 
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APPENDIX P. 


BllILSA GANGS IN 1829. 


Lul of ihe ;Wi?« of rf'i'inz^ea's Cun^ 
u( UhHsttj bff^innin*^ of 1830. 


Hemnrks by Cuytitin W, f/' 
Sleeimni^ General Super- 
intendent » 


1 

Feringcca, .son of Purusrani,... 

Approver. 

2 

Kijiiiorcc, ailoplccl of ditto, 

Ditto. 


Uadhcc, iidopted of ditto, 

at Jubulporc 1830. 

4 

Huroca, udopled of Fcringoca, 

At larf^c. 

5 

Ouuesli, adopted of ditto, 

Died in Jubulporc Jail. 

6 

Uuniiiia;i adopted of Pucusraiii, 

Approver. 

7 

Somcre Sitig, Rajpoot, | 

Died in Jubnipore Jail 
. 1831. 

8 

Tlliowannec Pcrsliad, 

Hung at Jnbulpuro 1830. 

9 

MurduD Kolcc, 

Ditto ditto ditto. 

10 

Ileliarce, soa of Boodhoo, ? 
Bruliinin, ) 

Ditto ditto ditto. 

11 

Odeya, tion of ditto, ditto, 

Ditto ditto ditto. 

12 

Jhurlia, son of Dtueoar, ditto,... 

Ditto ditto ditto. 

13 

Pultooa, .son of Dunna, Rajpoot, 

Ditto ditto ditto. 

14 

Gunesh, son of Bliugwan, 7 
Brahmin, y 

Approver. 

15 

Kunhey, son of Laljoo, Mus- 7 
sulraan, y 

Ditto. 

IG 

BudUooa, sou of Khamdoc, ditto, 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

17 

Purumna, son of Inuent, Mus> > 
sulnian ) 

Hung at Saugor 1832* 

18 

Dulele, son of Saadut 

Died in Jubulporc Jail. 

19 

Bbujiina, son Punchuut, Mns 7 
sulman, , y 

In Jubulporc Jail. 

20 

Piirumna, son of Laljoo, Mas- 7 
sulraan 5 

Died in Jubulporc Jail* 

21 

Manful, son of Budhoo, Brah- ^ 
niiri; j 

Approver. 
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•e 



s 

a: 


I 

lA^l 0/ thr Mpn of Fn'h}*;eea*H Gang J 
at lihilMj hcghniins of 1830. 


Romarkit hy Copt a in TK. H, 
Skvinait^ tMinci'ul Sttiur^- 
intendcnt. 


1 


22 

Klinda Buksli, son of Kaheem ? 


At large. 

23 

Gune.slia, son of J)ibcea, Lodiical, 

Ditto. 

2i 

Niingoon, son of ditto, 

Transported from Sangor. 

2o 

Blingwnn, son of Munsa,Miis- ? 
suitiKin, > 

Hung at Jubulporc 1830. 

2fi 

DouUiteca, Mussulman, 

Ill Jubulporc Jail. 

27 

Mussiin Khan, Mcliwatec, 

Died in Jiihiilporc Jail. 

28 

Madaree, son of Lotiin, 

Died iu tlio Saugor Jail. 

2<> 

Sndlieya, son of Mahomed Kuza, 

Approver. 

3rt 

Tijooa, Mussulman, 

In Jubulporc Jail: 

31 

Gomance, G<ind 

Ditto ditto. 

32 

Kuinma, souof Bhugwan. Lodiicc, 

Died in Jubulporc Jail. 

33 

Biidulooa, son of Ko.siii, Lodhcc, 

Approver. 

31 

Dtirjunn, adopted of Bliug' ? 
wan, Brahmin, ) 

At large. 

35 

Durooa. adopted of Purusrani, ? 

Dead. 


Briihmin 

30 

Bodhooa, son-in- law of Madaree, 

At large. 

37 

Gunrsh alias Lnshkurcca, Kolcc, 

Ditto. 

38 

Bhowanoc, adopted of Chotee, 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

aJi 

Kesur Khan, son of Alceyar } 
fvlian, 3 

Hung at Jubulporc 1835. 

40 

Gunga, Lodhcc, 

Died in Saugor Jail. 


S List of ZotjnUitr (onf l\fahomnind j Jhmurks by t'ajilain \V. If . 
'S Bnktih*s fluffs onffuffcU in the ' Slotvionf (itnerul Super* 

§ niiiha Affair in 1830. ! inKwUnt. 


1 Mahonimucl Hiiksh Approver. 

2 Lai Mahommed, Ditto. 

3 AllahaBuksh Ditto. 

4 Paun Mahommed, Ditto. 

6 Nungooa, Died in Saugor Jail, 

« Dorghuna, brother of Nun gooa, Transported. 
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T 


j List nf ZHdlfvknr and J\Jahotnmud 
I Bnksh^s <ianf(s in ike 

iihiha Affair in 18 » 0 . 


Bemnlis ffij Captain W . It. 
Sfvfman\ General Super- 
intendent, 


7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
0 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
10 

17 

18 
IS) 
20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


Partcya, Kolcc, 

Zolfukar, Jemadar, 

Hyat, 

Bhorce, 

Nijabiit, 

Gholah Klian, 

Maliasook, Brahmin, 

Madaree, son of Matron, 

Madaree, son of Janoa, 

Kulooa/ 

Moosa, 

Allaha Buksh, son of Jhurha, 
Bhola, son of Purutnua, Kachee, 

Purumna, ditto, ; 

Guneshn, ditto, 

Paun Khan, son of Klitilec, 

Kiddera, son of Ghazee, 

Nowab Khan, 

Budda, 

SoUana, 

Niingooa, son of Dliun Sing 

BoUbooa, ditto, 

Oorgha, son of Karee, 

Stirwara, ditto, 

Ciiidda, son of Khillce, 


Ditto. 

Approver. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Hung at Saugor. 
Approver. 

Transported. 

Hung at Jubulpoir. 
Ditto ditto. 

Died in Jubulporo Jail. 
Ditto ditto. 
Transported. 

Died ia Saugor Jail. 
Transported. 

Approver. 

At large. 

Ditto, since seized. 
Ditto* 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

At large. 

Hung at Saugor, 
Trausported. 

Hung at Saugor. 


W. H. SLEEMAN 
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APPENDIX Q. 

DIIOOMA AFFAIR, 


To CAFTAFN LOW, 

Principal Assislanly Juhnlporc* 

Sir, 

I have llie honor to forward the deposition 
of Laluiuu and others, regarding the murder of Iweiily- 
seveii persons, near Dhooma, about twenty-one years 
ago, and to request that you will do me the favour to 
ascertain from the old residents of Juhnipore, whether 
they have any rocollcction of the discovery of the bodies^ 
and of the arrest of the gang as described. Piirumsook 
Wokhtcear must be well acquainted with the cirenm- 
slanoe, but as ho was in longue with the Thugs and 
other bad cbaracters of the time, he may be unwilling to 
disclose what bo knows. The approvers stale that about 
eighty of the gangs were arrested and confined for some 
months in the fort and house of the Beohar Durceaw Sing. 

(Signed) W. IJ. SLEEMAX, 

Principal Asst* Agent Govr, GL 

The mil January, 1835, 


To CAPTAIN LOW, 

Principal Assistant, Jubulpore. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward some papers 
regarding the affair mentioned in my letter of the 16(h 
instant. They are the depositions of some men who are 
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acquain<e(] with the circumstances of the^^case taken 
before the Pesbkar, to whom I wrote supposing you 
be absent from Jubulpore. But they contain littio 
or nothinj^ regarding the evidence to the discovery of the 
bodies, which is the principal point required ; and 1 
shall feel obliged if you will ascertain whether any one 
who saw them is still to be found. 

(Signed) W. If. SLEEiVIAN, 

PL Asst. Agent Govt\ GenL 

The 23f/ Jauuan/, 1835, 


]\II IIDER OF 27 TRAVELLERS. 


Ihposilion of Zalfnkar Jemadar, (Inaenl and 
Labnahommedt Approver, lyresenl.) 

Saugor, 27 ih December, 1834. 

About twenty-one years ago at the time of Moburruni, 
I, with the following lenders and their gangs, in all about 
th ree hundred men, were assembled at Chooree in 
Chupara, with intention of proceeding on a Thug expe- 
dition. 

Bnodhoo Jemadar, who was afterwards trod to death 
under the feet of an Elephant at Jhalonc. 

llingali Jemadar, father of Sheikh Inaent approver, 
who died on a Thug expedition twelve years ago near 
Bhurtpore. 

Khan Sahib, alias Noor Khun, hung at Jubulpore, 1835. 

Khuleel, at Pothoroea in Saugor eighteen years ago, 
n year after being released from Nagpore. 

Kurreem, alias Kurondee, hung at Saugor. 
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Dhiirum Ffhan, hung at Sangor, the stutterer. 

Mohun Brahmin, Purasiir (dead), at Dumali. 

Sheikh Xiiggoo, hung at Saugor, 18?}5. 

Muliasookh, approver. 

JVluchul, died at homo, thirteen years ago. 

Rajeh Khan, alias Rajale, uncle of /ali'iikar, hung at 
Jawra, his son Nizamut, at large. 

Sheikh Inacnt, approver. 

Hur Sing Rac Paluck, died at homo, in vSninlor, ten 
years ago. 

JJ ur Sing Rae Tohiingooreea, still at large. 

Rhudac, at large, arrested 1835. 

Puhar, died at homo seven years ago; his son lately 
tran.s[)orted from Sangor. 

Ijaljoo Sooknl, died at home sevcntoeii years ago. 

Sumadlia, Brahmin, deail. 

Adhar Jemadar, hung at Sangor, 1833. 

AVo encamped two days at this place. The second day 
while wo were sitting clown after performing iho con- 
cluding ceremonies of the Mohurrum, twenty-seven 
travellers came up (they were Docoils) on their return 
from the Duckun to the west, and lodged in the Razar ; 
Dhuriim Khan brought this intelligence to us and said 
that they had four tattoos laden with cash besides iiiucli 
other rich property. 

The next morning the above travellers set out for 
Chupara where they lodged in the Bazar ; wo followed 
them and encamped outside of the town. From Chupara 
they proceeded to Lucknadown and wc again followed, 
and all lodged in the Bazar. Boodlioo Jemadar, Mus- 
salman, called himself by the name of Kour Khulack 
Sing, and went to the shops where the travellers were 
put up, and opened a conversation with them, and won 
their conQdence by saying that the road was very dan- 



( 232 ) 


geroiisj aud we had all better travel togefaer till we 
C()nld pass through llic jungles. They agreed to do so. 
The next morning the following leaders with about ouo 
hundred and twenty-five Thugs followed the travellers 
while the remainder of our party proceeded towards 
Nutwara, in the valley of the Nerbudda, where the de- 
tached part^ was directed to rejoin them after eCFectiug 
the murder. 

B 00(1 boo Jemadar. 

Noor Khan, bung at Jtibulpore, 1835. 

ilingah Jemadar, father of Sheikh Inaent, approver. 

Khuleel Khan, hung at Saiigor, 1832. 

Deponent. 

inaent. 

Hur Sing Rae. 

Lolmun, approver. 

When the detached party with the travellers reached 
the spot where there are two trees in which people tie 
pieces of cloths (called Chitureea Peer and Kunkureea 
Peer), the whole of the travellers were murdered, sixteen 
of them were strangled, and eleven wore cut down with 
Tulwars. Their bodies were thrown a little oiT the road 
and we came on with the booty we obtained from them 
and reached Nutwara. 

List of the Properly vw ohtained from them* 


Gold, worth 3,000 Rupees. 

Cloths, 1,500 Rupees. 

Ready Gash, • .8,500 Rupees or 9,000. 


The whole of the booty amounted to about 13,»500 
rupees. From Nutwara we went to Kutungee where 
we divided tlie booty, on division we received 40 rupees 
each. We sent one hundred Thugs with money for 
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our families,* and of the rest some proceeded to the East 
and others in diflerent directions. The uodermeutioncd 
took the route to Jiibulporc. 

Eoodhoo Jemadar. 

IJinga Jemadar. 

Subhan Jemadar, died sixteen years ago at home. 
Kurroudee Jemadar. 

Khuleel Khan Jemadar. * 

JVoor Khan Jemadar. 

Mahasook, approver. 

With about eighty other Thugs.' I went to my home. 
The intelligence of the above murder readied Jnbul- 
pore previous to the arrival of our party, anti on their 
arrival the Pandit manager of Juhulpore confined 
them all on suspicion ; Khuleel Jemadar had a young 
lad adopted by him. 'riie Pundit Komasdar called 
this lad to him, and asked him who they really were, 
and on his denial the Pandit ordered him to be 
(ied up to a I3ur-lreo and flogged with the Zerbund. 
Upon this Khuleel Jemadar represented to the Pundit 
that there was no use iu liis punishing the boy, and that 
he hud better send for some Tulwars and have us all cut 
down.*’ On hearing this the Pundit called Khuleel to 
him and ho confessed all our crimes before him. Eoodiioo 
Jemadar offered to give 10,000 rupees to the Pundit as a 
bribe if he would release them. The Pundit accepted 
their ofiTer, but as they were unable to procure tlio money 
he kept the following Thugs in confinement for six 
months inside the Fort. 

Boodhoo Jemadar, Mr. Stockw'eirs approver; he 
gut his nose and hands cut oil three years after at 
Serodge. 

Hinga Jemadar, father of Inaerit, deponent. 

Subhan ditto. 

2 V 
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Murdan ditto, died after bis nose and bauds had been 
cut oir at Seronge, 

Kurrondee, bung at Saugor. 

Two lads, and the undermentioned Thugs were kept 
in confinement in a building called by the name of Bea- 
barka llavelce at Jubulpore. 

After six months we determined to attempt our escape* 
and seven Thugs jumped the Fort wall. Hingali bad his 
back broken, Murdan was severely hurt in his legs, and 
the other five got off. The Sepahees of the Fort Guard 
came and took away both the wounded men, and confined 
them again in the Fort. 

After the escape of the above five Thugs the Pundit 
sent Khuleel and Murdan to Nagpore, anti Hingali was 
removed from the building to the Fort. Noor Khan 
Jemadar with some of his party obtained some instru-* 
ments from Newul Sing Byde, a Thug, and cut the irons 
and broke open one of the windows of the building, and 
while it was raining slightly they effected their escape. 

AVhen the whole of our party had escaped, the Raja of 
Nagpoor released Khuleel, Murdan, llingah and the 
others who had beou sent to him. The bodies of twenty- 
seven victims were eaten by the animals of the jungle. 

Gyan Sing, late a prisoner in the Saugor Jail, released 
after fourteen years imprisoiimont, was saying while here, 
that some of his relations had been murdered by the Thugs 
among a party of twenty-seven at Dhooma, and these 
must have been the men. 

A Pundit also sn>v the bodies while passing by that 
way from Nagpoor. 

The following are the approvers who were concerned 
in ibc above affair; 

The Deponent. 

InaeuU 
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Lallmnn* * 

P<^er Mahomed. 

Sahoo. 

Imamee, son of Joomun. 

JMabasookli. 

Piiuchoc. 

Kunhae, son of Laljoo. ^ 

Mung'ul llrahinii). 

Most of the Tlnigs who w*ere concerned in this affair 
have died and the others been disposed of. Should there 
bo any in the Saugor Jail 1 can point them out. 

Many of the Nnjee))s are acquainted with this affair* 

(Signed) W. II. SLEEMA.V, 

General SuperintendenL 


Deposition of Purumsookh, 2Qth March, 1835. 

I recollect that about the year 18G8 or 1809 Sumbut, 
this affair took place; 1 was at that time under the Rajah 
Riighoojce Punj of the Adawliit. A hoy by caste a Gosaen, 
who had been saved from the murdered party, came to 
Jubulpore, and saw the Thugs who had murdered his 
party selling the gold and silver lace in the Juhulporo 
bazar. Jle camo to the Adawlutand complained fo Lalla 
Ramchund Fauj, and stated that his companions had all 
been killed by these men, and that the murderers were 
then in the town and might be arrested. He sent five or 
six person.s to watch them and went to report to llulujie 
Pundit, the Subah of Jubulpore who ordered Dliouecraj- 
nana Resaldar, who is now at Laleya in this district, and 
Khan Mahommed Khan, now Cotwal ofSaugor, to go 
with their Resalabs and seize the Thugs who were then 
in the Bcohar's grove. The Thugs at that time had 
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tisscmbfcd a part)^ ofdanciiij^ girls, and we/'e engaged iu 
looking at their dancing ; but hearing of the preparations 
for Ihcir arrest, they made oil* towards Kutungee. The 
Resaldars reached the ISeohar's grove, but not finding the 
Thugs they pursued them on the Kutungee road, and 
arrested about forty of them. The Subah confined these 
men in the Fort and the house of the Reohar ; four of 
their principal .leaders were confined in a bastion of the 
Fort. They leaped down from this place four or five 
days after, and one of them hurt his back bone, and being 
beard they were all four retaken. These four wore kept 
in the Fort, the others all in the fieohar’s house ; a month 
after all those in the Beohar’s house made their escape by 
cutting though the wall, and they were searched for by 
the Sowars in vain. The four men confined in the Fort 
were sent to Nagporc with the lad whoso life had been 
saved. What became of them I know not; their property 
to a very large amount was confiscated by the Subah, and 
the assets arising from the sale were carried to the 
account of the Nagporo Government. The gang of 
Thugs had been live or six days in the Beohars garden 
]Q the guise of travellers. The property confiscated was 
sold through me, but I never sold property for the Thugs 
(iicaiselvcs. 

The boy said that the parly belonging to him consisted 
of twelve Hindoos ; that seven out of these were killed 
before his face, and the other five must have perish- 
ed with the crowd of other travellers at some distance. 
I did not see the bodies, nor were they brought to 
JTubulpore, nor was any^ body sent to see them that I 
recollect. 


(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

General Superintendent, 
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XJrzee of ^ Mooltsitn Alee Mootsudclee, etnployed in 
invenliyatiiig the affair at: Dhooma, enclosing a 
Kyfeat of investigation relative lo the murder of twenty^ 
seven travellers, at the boundary of the vitlaye Dhooina, 
Puryunnah Biryee Zillah of Seonee Chuparah, 

On the t5th April 1S35 Isher Alee, Lance Naick of 
Niijeebs, and lTiij;guii Khan Nujeeh, reached the 
Tuhseeldaree of the villa«;e of Dhooma. TheTuhsceldar 
was ahsewl, invcstigalini;;* some other atfuir. Therefore 
we showed our Purwana lo Nohut llaet; uecuuntant. 
He assembled all those from among the villagers who 
were most experienced, hut these even could supply 
no information, till at last one Kuuhio Lruzier, ^c. stated 
as follows : In the Sumbut 180*8 or 1809, as I was 

coming from Juhulpore with tt?n or twelve others (not 
“ one of whom is now living) to uiy home at Luckna- 
** down, we perceived, at the outskirts of Dhooma, and 
“ some three kos from the village on the north, four or 
live corpses with the legs, heads and arms severed from 
the bodies : birds and beasts of prey were devouring them, 
“ and four pair of shoes were lying by. Of other travellers 
who were passing by I heard that twenty-two or twenty- 
“ five travellers had been there murdered by Thugs, and 
** that their bodies were lying about all over that neigh- 
** bourhood. This statement confirmed my own obscr- 
“ valions.” 

This man’s information ended here, and it was supported 
by the deposition of Jowahir Sing Putwarec or writer of 
the village of Khoorsec Par Purguuah Birgee, who 
spoke as follows : During the reign of Ghoosla, Rajah of 
Nagpore, I was in service in the Thanna of Dhooma. 
On iny return once from leave to a visit to my home, 
Ramchund Pundit, who was then Amil of the village. 
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told me tbat twenty horse merchants had been lately 
proctedinff from Nagpore towards Hindoostan. Tbat 
tliuy had been inveigled into junefion with a body of 
.seventy-five Thugs, and that by these villains, of the 
twenty travellers, nineteen had been murdered near a 
liur tree between the villages of Dhooma and Selnee. 
Tiic twentieth escaping by the following circumstances. 
He liad quitted liis party upon the urgent oflices of na- 
ture, when he heard an outcry as of human voices, and 
in terror climbed a tree to discover its cause. Here ho 
beheld the Thugs who had accompanied them strangling 
the remaining nineteen of his party, and afterwards 
beheading lliein. He further saw that alter having appro- 
priated the cattle and eilccls of their victims they took 
the road to Jubulpore. 

Having reached the garden of Duriao Sing Beohar, 
they halted. The solitary horse merchant, who had alone 
escaped, had in the mean time descended from the tree* 
and took the road to Jubulpore. On reaching the above- 
mentioned garden ho beheld the Thugs engaged with 
nautches and revelry. He then repaired to the Soobah 
Nodkbet, and entreated him to cause their seizure^ 
relating at ihe same time Ihe above detailed events. 

The Soobah Neelkhet thereupon called a Kcsaldar 
of horse, whom he directed to take with him a body of 
troopers and seize the Thugs alluded to. But ere the 
horsemen could arrive, the villains had got news of their 
movements and had made off in the direction of Kutun- 
gee. But the Sowars pursued so promptly and so closely 
that they seized them at Kutungee and thence conveyed 
them back to Jubulpore, where they were confined in 
the house of Duriao Sing Beoliar aforesaid. They al- 
leged that they were servants of Rughoo Jee, Raja of 
Nagpore; and that they paid tribute to that sovereign 
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on account and from the proceeds of Thuggee. Two 
months subsequently they all escaped from their con- 
iinemeiU in the house of the above Beohar. 

The Urzee of llambuksli, acting Tuhsceldar, corro- 
borates the above Kyfieut, as does that of Nobut Hue 
accountant, but these latter Urzees furnish no sort of new 
data connected with the murder of the nineteen horse 
merchants near JJhoomu. 

The Izars of Kunliie Brazier and of Jowabir Sing 
writer, and Ram Sing Chuprasse, go to conlirni the facts 
recorded in the above Kylieut; but like the Urzees above 
specitied, ifiese supply no additional information. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEKMAN, 

GtnL SupdL 

A P P E N 1) I X li. 

MURDER OF xNOWAB SUBJEE KHAN. 


To L. WILKINSON, Esquiuf, 

Political Ageiitj BhnpauL 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward the deposifion 
of Sheikh luaont regarding the murder of a person said 
to have been related to the Bhopanl family, on his way 
from Ilydrabad to Bhopaul ; and request that you will 
(should you be able to discover,) let me know whether 
any such person disappeared about that time. It must 
have been as early as 1803 or 1804, I should think, from 
the age of the deponent. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 
The Sth July, 1835. 
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Deposition of Sheikh Inaent^ Juhj^ 1835, lefore 
Captain Sleeman, 

Thirty-six or thirty-seven years ago in the cold season, 
either January or February, I was with a gang of eighty 
or ninety Thugs, under Khiiiecl Khan and seven other 
Jemadars, in the Duckun : it was my first expedition in 
which I accompanied my father, and I was then sixteen or 
seventeen years of age. We came to Elichpore, and lodged 
near the Mausoleum outside the town. Gumbooand Laljoo 
Jemadars \vcntinto the Tiazar and there fell in with the 
Grooms of Nowftb Subjee Khan, who called himself the 
TIncle of the Jfowab of Uhopal, W uzeer Mahomed Khan. 
They learnt from the Grooms that the Nowab had been 
with his son in the service of the Nizam of Ilydrabad 
with two hundred horse ; and having (luarrelled with his 
sou was on his way buck to Bbopaiil, and lodged in a house 
in the town. They came back and reported, and Dulele 
Khan and Khiileel Khan Jemadars and others went to 
the Nowab, and told him that they had been to the 
Duckun with horses, and having sold them were on their 
return to their homes at Fnrruckubad, through Bhopaul. 
They visited him again the next day, and having won his 
confidence, he set out with us for Bhopaul the day follow- 
ing : he had two Grooms, two Troopers, and a Slave 
Girl with him, and two horses, and a mare with a w^ound 
in the neck, and a pony laden with his property ; he 
told us that he got the name of Subjee Khan from the 
quantity of Bhung or Subjee that he used ; and that he 
was now known by no other, and that he and his son with 
two hundred of their horse were in service at Hydrabad; 
that one of the horses covered the mare he had with him, 
at which his son was so much enraged that he drew bis 
sw^ord and inflicted the wound we saw on her neck ; be 
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got angry with his son and so inncli annoyed, that he 
left him there with all the horses and properly, save 
what they saw willi him, and was on his way home to 
Bhopaiil. 

lie came on with the gang* throe stages, during which 
no opportunity could he found to kill him ; the third day 
wc encamped at Dlioha, and leaving, that place in the 
morning we came about nine o’clock to a very extensive 
jungle ; on reaching a nalah in this jungle, Khuleel said, 
“ Khan Sahib, we had better n‘st and take some refrosli- 
ment here he said ** very well, I will take my Subjeo 
here’* and dismounted, and having pul aside his sword and 
shield, he spread his carpet and sat down, Tlie horses 
were lied to trees ; and the slave girl was preparing his 
Sulijee, w'hen Dulcle Khan sind Khuleel went and sat 
down by his side to partake of his Suhjoe. It had been 
determined to kill the Chief first, for if he should be put 
on bis guard by the attempt to kill all at once, it was 
feared that he would cut down some of the gang and get 
off. Accordingly Laljoo went also and sat down by the 
Nowab and Gomanee went and stood near, and pretend- 
ed to be interested in the conversation. When they found 
him excited by the conversation, and off his guard, they 
fell upon him and strangled him; Laljoo and Uuiele Khau 
held his legs, while Gomanee strangled him; the girl had 
not prepared the Subjee ; as soon as llic others saw 
that the Nowab Sahib was down and overpowered, they 
fell upon all his attendants and strangled them. I recollect 
that Namdar and Dowlut were two of the men employed 
to strangle the others ; but who the rest were I know 
not. The bodies were all buried under stones in the nalah, 
but I did not see the grave, nor could they be now found 
after so long a lime. We gut from them two horses, a 
ware and a pony, a gold bracelet, twenty-five gold coins, 
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and fifty rupees and some cloths, and a v^y handsome 
bird cage ; Khulele Khan got one of the horses, Dulele 
and Gungoogot the mare, my father got a horse, and 
Goman ce and Laljoo the pony, Diilele sold the mare 
at Omrowtee and my father his horse at Uorhanpore. 
KhuIccI sent his horse home, and Gomance kept the 
pony for many years. Gomanee got also a valuable shield 
which he sold at Eliebpore for eight rupees, and tho 
people said, that it was sold loo cheaply to have been 
honestly obtained. Gomanee hearing this made' off with- 
oa.t taking the money and came to ns : the people pursued 
him, but we concealed him under some housings. As soon 
as tlio search was over we made off, and afterwards on 
coining to lilichpore wc heard that great search was 
being made for the Nowab Subjee Khan, and left that 
part of the country. 

(Signed) W. II. SLEEMAN, 

General Sajjerinlendenf. 


To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

General Superintendent. 

Sir, 

I have the honor of acknowledging the 
receipt of your letter dated 8th July, containing the 
deposition of Sheikh Inaent Thug. The accompanying 
depositions received from Bliopaul fully confirm the truth 
of this man’s statements. 

(Signed) L. WILKINSON, 

Political Agent. 

Sehpre^ the 27th July, 1835. 
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IJrzee of Mh'za Amjud Beg ^ the Wakeel of Bhopaul, to 
air. Wilkinsony Political Agent, 25fA July, 1835* 
Becidved with Mr. Wilkinsons letter of the 27 f A 
July, 1835. 

On receipt of your order tome to ascertain >vlicllier any 
such persons as are stated to have been kilted in the 
deposition of Sheikirinaent of the 3d of July before 
Captain Slceman, disappeared about that time, 1 wrote 
to Rajah Klioshwukt Rae, the Bhopal Minister, who has 
forwarded to me the deposition of Sultan Khan Afghan, an 
old resident of Bhopaul, from which it appears that about 
thirty-five years ago Subjee Khan, the man named, was 
the son of Shore Kluui, who was a near relation of Nowab 
Wuzeer Mahomed Klian, the late Nowab of Bhopaul, and 
resident of Bhopauj. lie was called Snbjoe Khan, as 
slated by inaent, in consequence of the (|uautity ofSiibjcc 
or inebriating drug he drank. He was in servic(3 at 
Ilydrahad w ith Gholauoi llydcr Khan bis son ; he became 
annoyed with his sou, and left Jlydrabad on his return 
borne? with some followers and property laden upon ponies, 
and on the road was murdered by Thugs. When his son 
came home, and found that his father, who had set out 
long before him, had not returned homo, he gut two hun- 
dred rupees, and with four attendants set out in search 
of him. Ile-^went to Nagpore and Elichporc, aud found 
traces of his father to the last place, but could find no 
trace of him beyond it. 

Deposition of SooUan Khan, son of Kndir Khan, 24 
Rahee-ohawul 1251 Hijeree, 

Thirty-five years ago or more Gholain Hyder Khan 
and bis father Subjee Khan were in service at Uydrabad, 
and when Hyder Khan came back ho stated that his' 
father had left Uydrabad six months before in anger with 
him, and apprehended that his anger had prevented bis 
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returning home, and induced him to remaindn service on 
the road ; he got two hundred rupees, and set out in 
search of his father with four attendants ; he found traces 
of him to Elichpore and no further. 

Question . — Did he use much Subjee or Bhung ! 
Answer. Snhjec Khan used a great deal of that drug ! 
and he got the name in conseqnence, and I never knew 
him by any other ! Question Was ho related to the 
Nowab ? A^fswer. lie was the uncle of Nowab Wuzeer 
Mabomud, but not the brother of his mother or father ! 
Question. Did the son mention the names of the people 
who accompanied his father or the property he look with 
him ? Answer. Ho did not ! Twelve years ago when 
I was ill service there 1 saw Golaiim llyder Khan at Elich* 
pore with his mother — where he is now, I know not. 

(Signed) L. W1 LK I NS O N . 


APPENDIX S. 


To CAPTAIN RAMSAY, 

Assistant General Superintendent^ Chupra. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward the deposition 
of a man now in the Jubiilpoye Jail, by name llujub, and 
to request that you will have the gooduess to ascertain, if 
possible, from Mr. Pringle, of the Civil Service (tha 
person, I presume, the depoucut means) what truth 
there may he in his statement. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. H- SLEEMAN, GenU SupU 

Camp Gwalior i Genl. Suptfs. Office, \ 

The 23rf December, 1835. / 
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Deposition of Rnjuh approver, regardbuj llie murder of 

the Mussalcltee of Mr, Pringle, taien before JAeutc- 

nant C, Brown, 30/A November, ISS-J, al Jitbulpore. 

N. B. Tlie dc'poncnt was not present at the murder. 

I licard from Niamut Khan and Madareo, (both dead), 
Moosahib Khan (at large,) Peerbuksh and others, that 
they murdered tho Mussalchce of Mr. Pringle, near 
Koonjie, in the Patna district. The Mussalcheo had been 
to Calculla with some Gentleman, and was returning 
from thence. Tho body was thrown into the river 
Ganges. After the murder, the Thugs went to the 
godown or grog-shop, and there got drunk, wlien a 
dispute arose, upon which Ghasee Khun Jemadar, Doo- 
keen, Man Khan, and Joteca, (tho latter is Chuprassee 
with Mr. Pringle at present,) gave information of the 
murder and those concerned were arrested, and taken 
before the Court at Chiiprab. After the depositions had 
been taken, the case was made over to Mr. liHiot, the 
Commissioner. The properly of the murdered Mussal- 
dice was produced in Court, and hiuS wife came forward 
to recognize it. Mr. Klliol told her that if she did not 
speak the truth she would be punished, upon which she 
look fright and would .say nothing, ;d though she knew 
the property to ho that of her hushand’s. The wife of 
the Mussalcheo is still at Chiiprali. There was no 
evidence but the depositions of the approvers, and the 
case was not proved, and the approvers were sentenced 
to fifteen lashes, five years’ imprisonment, and to ho 
taken round the City mounted upon asses for five days. 
The rest of the Thugs were released. Mr. Elliot the 
Commissioner told the Nazir of the Court who had 
arrested the Thugs, that he was ruining the country by 
seizing innocent people, and sentenced him to fourteen 
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years’ imprisonment ; when in coiiflnenient the Na^.ir 
swallowed some pieces of diamond by wliicli be caused 
bis dealb. The following Thugs, T think, were present 
at the murder : 

India, 

Ghasee Khan, 

Khyroo Khan, 

Dook eea, J At large, 

IVjoosahib Khan, 

ShunLshcra, 

Jootcca, • 

Seodmrn, whose name I forgot to mention in my list. 

Man Khan, 

Jan Buksh, 

Madaree, 

Ncamui Khan, 

Silwiint, 

Peer Biiksh, ^ lu the Jiibulporc JaiL 

Bikaree, i 

(A true Translation), 

' (Signed) C. BROWN, 

Asst. GenL Sttpi. 

(True Copies,) 

W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Genl* Supt. 


} 


Dead. 


Sir, 


To CAPTAIN W. H. SLEEMAN, 

General Superintendent. 


I bavc now the honor to forward the reply 
I received from Mr, Pringle, of the Civil Service, regard^* 
ing t^ mnrder of his Mussalchee. 
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Most of fjiose mentioned in yonr communication of 
the 23d December, have been tried and acquitted, 
consequently cannot be again committed fur the same 
charge, 

1 have, &c.. 

(Signed) W. M. RAMSAY. 

Asst> GenL 

C(Wip Chupra, Oflice of the A. G> S.\ 

Ihe. Fehntary, 183G. j 


To LIEUTENANT RAMSAY. 

GenL Snpt. 

Sir, 

My time has been so much occupied since 
the receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo, with its 
enclosure from Captain Sleeman, in arranging to make 
over charge of the oHice of Civil and Session Judge to 
Mr. Davidson, that I have not until now been able to 
reply to it; and the accident which I have since met 
with, in fracturing my collar bone, will prevent me from 
entering into the subject of it at present so fully as I 
could wish, and as f shall yet do ; but the accompanying 
Extract from a Report, w-bich I addressed to the Super- 
intendent of Police in the Lower Provinces on the f)tb of 
May 1827, will furnish you with most of the particulars 
of the case of Thuggee, which the General Superinten- 
dent has enquired about, and witli the list of persons 
then apprehended which is attached to it, will furnish to 
you all the information 1 could then collect, regarding 
the crime of Thuggee and the gang of Thugs in the 
district, together with the particulars of my operations 
against them, which at that time promised so well, but 
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which were subsequeully baflled by Mr. the Circoit 
Judge ; for the Thugs were acquitted by him and the man 
I deputed, and who was so active in apprehending them, 
was not only imprisoned but sentenced to exposure on an 
ass and corporal punishment. My own conduct was 
visited with the severest censure; and both the Govern- 
ment and Nizamut Adawlnt were led into a belief, that 
there was no such gang of Thugs, and that the crime, 
if it existed at all, was very limited in its extent. 

2d. My report will shew that the approver's state- 
ment received from you is not quite correct, which indeed 
could hardly be expected, as be bad his information from 
another person; hut one part of it in particular I am 
happy to observe is not true, as you yourself are aware, 
for you have seen Nazir Abdool Ullee alive, and though 
I fear he has not long to live, from the cIVectsofbad 
health produced by the cruel treatment whicli he expe- 
rienced, still I hope he will live long enough to obtain 
justice, by having the value of his services acknowledged 
by Government, and the Declaration dated the 28th of 
February 1829, that he was incapable of serving Go- 
vernment in any public capacity in future, cancelled ; 
for myself it is quite enough to know, that all I then 
brought to light has proved to be true, and much more, 
though it is melancholy to reflect on the loss of human 
life, which might have been prevented, had I obtained 
credit for my assertions, and been allowed to prosecute 
the researches which I had so successfully commenced 
more than eight years ago ; and which must have speedily 
led to an exposure of the extensive existence of the 
crime of Thuggee, and to the apprehensiou of many of 
the Thugs themselves. 

3d. The accompanying copy of a Rubukaree address- 
ed to ke on the 25th of April 1827, by Mr. Fleming, the 
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Circuit Judg 0 , to whom the Thugfj were first commiltcd 
by me for trial, .will shew (he state of the case when he 
postponed it for further enquiry aiul evidence, and the 
accompanying Extract (para, ll,) from his letter dated 
30th of that month, will shew the esliination in which all 
of what I had done was held by him* The accompanying' 
Extract loo, from the Orders of Government comimini- 
caled to the Superintendent of Police, under tlale the 
Sth of July 1827, shews that my report addressed to him 
informing him of all the measures 1 had adopted, had 
been received with satisfaction. 

4th. I shall, as soon as I possibly can, furnish to you 
the rest of the details of this extraordinary case; and in 
the mean time I beg leave to furnish to you a list of 
Thugs, which I prepared in 1828, with their relation- 
ships and intermarriages, and which I trust will prove 
useful to you in the highly beneficial work in which you 
are engaged. You are already in possession of most of 
its details, having got a paper which was prepared from 
it by Mr. Luke, the Joint Magistrate of this District, to 
whom and to any other Magistrate or Joint Magistrato 
who wished it, 1 always with pleasure gave permission to 
take a copy, but I have now revised it and added a few 
additional particulars which will render it plainer, and 
more easy to refer to. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) ^Y. A. PRINGLE. 

Sessions Judge. 

Zillah Sarun, the dd February^ 183(>. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) W. M. RAMSAY. 

Asst. GenL Supt% 

2 H 
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Extract of a letter from the Magislrai& of Sarun to 

the Superintendent of Police in the Lower Provinces, 

dated i)lh of Mat/, 1827. 

Para. — 15tli. The other case of highway robbery atten- 
ded with murder was as follows. Two of iny servants, 
ou their way from Calcutta, where they have been with me, 
wore ascertained to have como as far as Bankiporc near 
Patna; but no more was heard of them for more than a 
week, and I found out on enquiry, that the* road between 
Cbeoruu ami Shoirpure (Jlmut, a little above Dinapore, 
w'liicli is very lonely, being* covered a good deal with 
water in tlic rains, was reckoned unsafe, and infested with 
iiobbors. 

Kith. I knew the inhabitants of the Thannahs through 
wliiih it passes, to bear rather a bad character for 
plunder, particularly of boats, as is slated above, and 
was convinced tlmt the men had been murdered, and that 
many others must have shared the same fate. As it was 
impossible that such crimes could have been committed, 
and never heard of, without the connivance and gross 
negligence of the Police Officers of Gooltingunge and 
Cusiiier, I suspended them all, (with the exception of 
the Darogah of Cusiner, who had lately been appointed 
and apprehended the Dacoils in the foregoing case) and 
sent other officers to take charge of the Thannahs, w ith 
a party of llurknndazes and Chowkeedars, under the 
Darogah of the Town of Chupra, whom I put over the 
■whole. 

17th. The above party succeeded in apprehending 
six persons going in a body, with property on them, 
proved to have belonged to the people who were missing; 
also a quantity of property, evidently obtained by plun- 
der, and curds, knives and khoopees, such us grass 
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cutter’s use, J)Qt which Thugs also use to bury bodies and 
property, being the most porlablo io.slrnmenls for doing so. 

I81I1. Mr. Fleming who happened lo arrive at this 
station to hold the sessions there very kindly Infornied rnc, 
that he had lately tried a case of Thuggee at (loruckpore 
in which there was no douht tliat some of the persons 
concerned were inhabitants of this district ; and he also 
was so good as to giv <3 me a perusal of his Ivooeinlad or 
summing up of the ease, from wliich and from further 
information received from him 1 found that there was a 
large gang of Thugs in (his district, where it joins to 
Goruckpore, that they had been there, and carried on 
their depredations to an enormous extent and to a groat 
distance, from generation to generation, with the utmost 
boldneSvS, and hardly any molestation ; and that five of 
the six apprehended belonged lo the gang, and that ono 
M^as a- notorious sirdar, his son was taken with him, and 
his father and one brother have been taken since. AnolliiT 
brother named Shitanb Khan, is still at large, and is f 
believe at present with Sheikh Amce, sou of Chund, who 
was concerned in the late murder of (he iSipahees in 
Goruckpore, for which two of the gang wore lately hang- 
ed, and a third brother named Mosuhib, is at present in 
the Goruckpore Jail, having been convicted of highway 
robbery attended with murder* Auother of tho persons 
apprehended is Buxoo, son of Jeeun Khan, and both 
father and son were imprisoned on the above murder. All 
this I have traced from the information given to mo by 
Mr. Fleming, for notwithstanding its being known to tlie 
Magistrate of Goruckpore that the above persons were 
inhabitants of this zillah, no communication regarding 
them was made to me ; what the consequence of such 
unaccountable want of co-operation might have been, 1 
need not point out 
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IPlh. The gang is composed chiefly of A&fnssulmcn, 
and the leaders of it are almost all of that persuasion : 
there are Sirdars and Jemadars of it, and their head* 
quarters are in rcrgunnali Kowareein Thannah Hoosayn- 
poro. There arc however many Hindoos and Dosands 
in it, and a very leading character is named Anund Lall 
Bhat, who is not yet taken. I reckon their number to bo 
between two hundred. I believe they have accomplices 
and correspondents in many parts of the country. Ono 
of them when he was apprehended many years ago, 
said to one nf the officers of the court, that he could 
send a message to Calcutta, or any part of the coun- 
try, and receive an answer in much less lime then the 
dawk. 

20th. They appear quite independant of the Seear- 
miirwas"' of Burraitcli, and were evidently nnknown 
when the late Mr. John T. Shakespear wrote his report 
on Buddeek and Thugs. IIow much farther their depre- 
dations extend, it is difficult at present to say; but so 
far I am certain, that they infest the districts of Goruck- 
pore, Gliazeepnre, Benares, Jiianporc, Mirzapore, Tir- 
lioot, Patna, Beliar, Shahabad, and perhaps Bhagulpore 
and Ramghur ; and that many crimes attributed to the 
Seearmurwas of Burraitch have been perpetrated by 
them appears certain. 

2lst. The records of this office prior to 1809 are so 
very defective and confused, that 1 could not discover 
any account of this gang from them ; but I found that in 
1810, in consequence of information given by Khodabuiw 
Khan, sixteen of the gang were apprehended, as being 
notorious robbers, but after on ex.«imnation were all re- 
leased in consequence of numerous witnesses, most of 
whom belonged to the gang, declaring them to be men of 
good character, and highly respectable; and I believe 
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every mau iji the district would have said the same 
thing’, for no man’s life was safe a moment who dared to 
inform against them ; hut iiidependant of what is coiw 
tallied in the present enquiry, the bad character of many 
limt were then apprehended has been subsequently 
proved. One of them named Syfoo Khan was a Goinda 
many years afterwards, havinj^ first, in conjunction with 
some others of the gang, murdered the above KhodabuK 
Khan the informer. In consequence of information 
given by Syfoo, the murder which took place last year in 
Tirhoot was discovered, and he died shortly afterwards. 
1 need not in this place state any more to shew that the 
terror in which the gang was held by people of all classes, 
prevented information being given against them, in- 
creased no doubt by the above sixteen persons being all 
released. 

22d. In 1814, fifteen of the gang' were taken in the 
Debar district, in couseqiieuco of a murder which was 
committed at Pandaruck near Bar, but in consequence 
of want of proof against them, they were all put on 
security fur good behaviour. Eleven gave security, and 
were afterwards released by the Commissioner, under 
the provisions of Reg. 8 of 1818. An account of this 
murder will bo found in your ofiice. 

33d. In the end of 1814 live of the gang were appre- 
hended in consequence of information given on oath 
by the above informer Khodabux Khan, Ulium Noor- 
bauf, and Hitcha Pasban, but were released in conse- 
quence of some of the gang coming forward, and giving 
them good characters ; and Khodabux Kliau was impri- 
soned three months, and a Mochulka of St. Rs. 100 was 
taken from Khodabux, and a Mochulka of St. Rs. 50 
from each of the others, binding them to give no such 
information (apparently false) in future. 
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24tli. It would have been well for Kli^dabux, if lie 
bad conformed to this, and relinquished his hopeless 
trade of informing against them, but a few years after- 
wards he again volunteered his services in Zillah 
Goruckpore, to hunt some of them down, and was 
murdered by them. The murder was proved against the 
gang, and some of them, I believe, are in Jail for it now, 
TJIIuni Noorbauf wisely quitted the country shortly after 
undergoing his punislimont, as related in the foregoing 
pat a., and has not been heard of since. 

25lh. In 1821, one of (he gang named Mudilarce, was 
taken up and tried for throwing a noose over a man's 
head, which stuck on his nose, and cut it. He was 
coiuniitled, and the case was referred by the Court of 
Circuit to the Sudder Nizamut Aclawlut, but lie was 
acquitted in cousequeucc of a slight discrepancy in the 
evidence. 

26th. In 1824 Bnektawur Khan, one of the gang who 
was formerly taken and released in 1810, was again 
apprehended, in consequence of information given by a 
person named Ujjoodhca Roy, but the Magistrate con- 
sidering them both equally bad, ordered them both to 
find security for six months, in the amount of a hundred 
rupees. A great deal of suspicious property which was 
found on Buktawur was confiscated, but he was able to 
give security and was released, while the urifortunato 
informer was imprisoned six months, not being able to 
find security. 

27tb. In the end of 1826, one of the gang named 
Shumshair Khan, was apprehended for being with 
nearly fifty follow^ers, on the bank of the river Dewa 
at Manjhee, for some days, and being suspected by the 
Darogah of having come ther'e for nothing but plunder. 
The followers immediately dispersed. Nothing could be 
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proved agaiifst Sliniivshair, and in 182G he was released 
by order the Circuit Judge, 

28lh. Thus, it appears, that in two instances, the in- 
formers were punished and the accused got off, and one 
informer met his death by persisting in acting against 
the gang. It is not therefore to he wondered at that no 
other person has since dared to come forward against 
them until now. On any of the above occasions of part 
of the gang being taken, the whole might have been 
brought to liglit, as it is now, if the investigation had 
gone lurther and confidence had been given to people to 
come forward, and if there had been any idea of the 
existence of the gang, but I hope the time is now over 
when no one dared to oppose or give information against 
ihoui. 

2J)th. After an attentive perusal of the trials above 
alluded to, and obtaining a good deal more information 
respecting the haunts and proceedings of llie. gang, I 
sent the Darogali of Chupra with a party, and an order 
to Baboo Cbulterdharoe of SaubvsS, on whose estate most 
of the gang resided, to give every assistance the Darogah 
might require. I gave the Darogah a list of persons to be 
apprehended, and searched, and power to apprehend and 
search others who might be strongly suspected of belong- 
ing to the gang. 

30th. The measure has been very successful, as the 
annexed list of persons apprehended will shew ; and 
although it will probably be difficult to prove any thing 
further than notorious bad cbaracler against most of 
them, still the gang will not soon recover from the blow 
they have now received, and I hope to prove enough to 
shew, that very few that have been taken, can with safety 
to the community be released. 
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31st. To return to the case of highway robbery — I 
committed the six who were first taken and five others 
against whom three persons afterwards deposed. I fear 
1 was a little too hasty, in admitting those three persons 
as witnesses. That they were themselves a part of the 
gang, I had no doubt, but still from the evidence they 
gave before me, and in the want of all proof of their 
being concerned, I took their evidence on oath, and corn- 
mi tied the case lor trial. 

32d. It has been postponed to the next Sessions, and 
1 hope before that time to be able to get more evidence 
against the prisoners. Most of the gang, I believe, that 
were at their homes when the Darogah of Chupra was sent 
against them, have been taken. A number of them who 
were out on predatory excursions will return when tho 
rains set in, and many of those who lied on the approach 
of the Darogah will probably return also at that time. 
I therefore remain (|uiettiU then, when I hope to make 
another successful attack on them, and in the mean time 
I am not without hope of apprehending Amee and Shitab 
Khan, mentioned in the 18th paragraph of this Report. 
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jjuru. IX. nw wfioie lamily are professed 
tobbtrs though apparcutly they live by agriculture, 
fully coniimtted for trial. 
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when Bu.xoo was six months old, and he ha^ always 
been considered his son, both Jeem Khan and Buxoo 
were concerned in the Goruckfiore murder of the 
Sipahees, Buxoo bad a bundle when taken, which 



Shewchuriin, No. 6, carrieil, and in it was a cli.fh he- 
li>n»:ing to the misshijj nun with other suspicious 
property, fully committed tor Trial imd a reference 
will be made rcspectinfi hiin to the Magistrate of 
Goruckpore. 
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•quantity of .suspicious property found on him— is one 
of the gang* fully committed for trial. 



( 200 ) 





Tooraub Khan, son of 

Bucktawur Khan, Pythan, 22 years, Mouzah Peepbralie, Per- 

gunnuh Kooaree, Ziliah ^ 

Saruii, Son of the foregoing, ami also committc d on the 

same evidence. 
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go 


o 


o 


plunder. A son of hi.s is in Jail for highway rubbery 
at Goruckporc. Committed on the above evidence. 
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He li .1 very bold stout man of his age, and has hem 
and probably still i, a Sirdar of the gang, ^t present 
he IS in confinement on .security for three years, con- 
firmed by the Circuit Judge. 



J3 Kyroo Khan, son of 

IJitcha Khan, Py than, 18 years, Mouzah Jug<lisnf>rc, Per- 

guimaU Kooiirce, ZiiJnh 

Son of Xo, 10, ami just a« bad. He is also in 
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adimueti by lue ^ vide para. 31 of thi.s Itcporl.) Thi^re 
ifi reaM>n lo susjiei t that he is a Jemadar of the gang, 
ami the lalter mentioned in my Remarks on .No. 4, 
was written with a view to get him to appear as 
wiintas for the prisoners. 
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• • PyUiaD,25ycars» Mouzah Tliiftunpoora«r, 

Ptr«runtiah Kouaree, Zil- 

luh SaruD, Has boea sent from Goruckpore at my requisition— 
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(Sijpiei]) \V, A. PRINGLE, Sfitsiov Judge. 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) W. M. RAMSAV, Assistant General Superintendent 
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Exlracf of a Letter from the 2f? Judge of the Patna 
Court of Cii’ciiit, under dale the 30^A April 1827. 

lllh. It is satisfactory to observe that the more heavy 
crimes of dakaiteo, murder and robbery are not preva- 
lent in this district, and ailhongh Thuggee may have 
prevailed to a greater extent than was suspected, it is 
to 1)0 hoped that your success in apprehending part of 
the gang of Thugs who have so long infested this and the 
neighbouring districts, and the knowledge you have 
acquired of their haunts, will enable you entirely to sup- 
press the crime. 

(True Extract.) 

(Signod) W. A. PRINGLE, 

Session Judge, 


Extract from the aiders of Government rece.nihj commn- 
nicaled lo the Superinlendent Police, under date the 
5lh Juhj 1627. 

Para. 5th. IJis Lordship in Council has observed with 
satisfaction Iho active measures pursued by Mr, W. A. 
Pringle for the suppression of highway robbery and 
Thuggee in the district of Sarun, and trust yon will be 
able lo report the conviction of the delinquents who have 
been apprehended and committed to take their trial 
before the Court of Circuit. 

(True Extract.) 

(Signed) C. R. BARWELL, 

J. P. i. P. 
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List of TJtv^s hifesiintj Ihv Sarun and Gortickpo/e 
DUlrivfs. 


No. 1. — Nundlal Rhal, sirdar and partner with Blioo- 
wul Khun, ahont 30 years old, short and stout, fair com- 
plexion. Inhabitant of Sikta in Majowah. 

No. 2,~Bhoowul Khan, leader of the whole g'ling', 
about SO years old, rather tall and strong- made, and 
rather dark complexion. Inhabitant of Soopaooleo, 
Pergunnah Dunksoc. 

No. 3.— -Hyder Khan, a follower of Bhoowul Khan, 
about 50 years old, tall and thin, fair complexion. Inhaln- 
tant of Aroole(?a, Pergunnah Sepah ; he is uncle of 
Gbassee K han, who married a daughter of Bhoowul Khan, 
was married to Mudaroe, son of Niainut Khan, at which 
marriage Ghendali and Mukoond were apprehended and 
hanged at Goruckpore for the murder of the Sepoys in 
1827. 

No. 4.— Munjoo KImn, son of IJyder, and son-in^law 
of Bhoowul Khan, 25 years old, tall and thin, fair com- 
plexion. Inhabitant of Arolcen. lie is a follower of 
Bhoowul Khan. 

No. 5. — Meer Alice, a follower of Bhoowul, about 28 
years old, middle size, stout and very dark complexion. 
Inhabitant of Aroleea. He married a daughter of Jlydcr 
Khan. 

No. 0.— -Husson UMec, brother of Meer Allee, about 
32 years old, middle size, stout, very dark complexion, 
very thick : he is a follower of Bhoowul Khan. 

No. 7. — Ungnoo Khau, 40 years old, short, stout, fair 
complexion ; a follower of Bhoowul Khan. 

No. 8.— Bukhut ; No. 0, Keeroo Khan ; No. 10, 
Zubbur Khan ; No. 11, Masahib Khan, and No, 12, 
Silwuut Khan, are all sons and followers of Bhoowul Khan. 



( 268 ) 


No. 13. — Sewun Ray, Rajpoot, is a follower of 
BlioownI Khan, rather dark complexion, tall and stout, 
40 years old. 

No. 14. — FuUeh Khan, alias Gharut Khan, nephew of 
Bhoownl Khan, 30 years old, tall and stout, fair com- 
plexion ; is a sirdar. Inhabitant of Misrowlee, Perguri- 
nah Sepah. 

No. 15. — FeizUllee, his brother, is about 25 years old, 
tall, rather thin, fair complexion. Their father named 

* * * # .i{. 

No. 16. — Murdun Khan, an old man of 70 or 80, goes 
with them. 

No. 17. — Liil Mohamiid is a grand son of Murdun 
Khan and a follower of Futteh Khan, lie is a largo 
powerful man, with rather a fair complexion, about 30 
years old. 

No. 18. — Futleh Khan, about 25 years old, rather tall 
and thin, fair complexion. 

No. 19.— Raddhey Roy, Rajpoot, is a Sirdar, 35 years 
old, middle size, fair complexion, inhabitant of J ugtowleo, 
porguiinab Kewarree. Ho is a very smart active fellow 
and has about thirty followers. 

No. 20.— Bunjun Roy, his brother, about 32 years old, 
rather tall and thin, very fair complexion. 

No. 21. — Bukht Roy, another brother, 40 years old, 
very tall and strong, rather dark complexion. 

No. 22. — Gunga Roy, another brother, about 30 years 
old, middle size, very strong, with fair complexion. 

No. 23. — Toolsee Roy, nephew of these brothers, 
nearly 35 years old, very tall and thin, with fair com- 
plexion. 

No. 24,— .Toggee Roy, their uncle, was imprisoned iu 
Goruckpore, but is now at large, 50 years old, very tall 
and powerful, with rather dark complexion. 
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No. 25. — §harasliair Khan, is a follower of Raclliey 
Roy, about 35 years old, tall, stout and rather thin. [ 
believe he was in company with the Thugs in ih^ 
Goruckporc case in 1827, and gave evidence in if, 
Bisuee Rag is a follower of Radhey Roy. 

No. 26. — Sliiiab Khan, is brother of Niamnt and 
Buktawnr, a very big strong man, rather dark complexion, 
married AtVcen’s daughter. 

No. 27. — Sheikh Ameo, who was acquitted by Mr. 
Elliott on the very same evidence as that on which 
Ghcndah and Mukoond in 1827. Sometimes goes with 
one party and sometimes with another, is very indepen- 
dant and quarrelsome. 

No. 28.— Jan Bux, goes with .\iumut Khan, also his 
brother. 

No. 21).— -Peerbux, about JOyears old, thin, with rather 
dark complexiun. 

No. 30. — Rukht Bailee, brother of Syphoo the 
informer in the Tirhoot case, was married to a sister of 
Niamut’s. 

No. 31. — Nahar Khan, the informer in the Goruck- 
pore case, is a son of Bukht Bailee. 

No. 32. — Kodie Khan, about 25 years old, middle size, 
dark complexion, is a follower of Neamut, inhabitant of 
Ghattee in Kooaree Goolab— tho one-eyed man is really 
his name. 

No. 33.— Mudiir Bux, and has a number of fol- 
lowers. 

No. 34. — Moheebullce, the man with the large Gaga is 
one also« 

No. 35. — Musahih, all these three w'ere apprehended 
by me and released by Mr. Elliott. Alias Peer Bux 
No. 36, who is son-in-law of Mudarbux ; also Buxoo 
No. 37 and Jau Bux No. 38. 



( 270 ) 


No. 39. — Runjeet Khan, is son-ia-Iaw of Mudarbux, 
about 25 years old, rather dark, winks with one eye, 
middle size and stout. 

No. 40. — Dilawur Khan, is a notorious Thug. He 
was apprehended by me in 1827 and not being able to 
give security was imprisoned. He is about 35 years old, 
very thin and rather tall, with yellow complexion. 

No. 41. — Sheikh Kallee, a brother of Mudar Bux, is, 
I believe, imprisoned in Goruckpore. 

This list was prepared by me in 1828, and contained 
nearly all the information 1 possessed on the subject in 
addition to what is given in niy Report to the Superinten- 
dent of Police, dated the 9lb of May 1827, with the list 
which accompanied it. 

On September IGth, 1829, Thugs were apprehended in 
a body on the Iluxar road by Mr. C. W. Smith, Magis- 
trate of Shahabad, and on his applying to me for 
information, a copy of it was sent to him, and it was 
found to contain no less than nine out of the sixteen, viz. 
Blioowul Khan. Ungnoo Khan, Meer Alice, Uhgoo Khan, 
Bukht Khan, Zubbur Khan, Siiwunt Khan, Shltab Khan, 
and Nuhir Khun. 

No. 42. — Doobrec Khan, who Ijad lost the use of his 
legs, has, I have heard, recovered and become a very 
active Thug: he was a witness in 1827. 

I have heard that one Shuinshair Khan, No. 43, son 
of llitcha Khan, was sent to Saugor, and another (sun of 
Jliat Khan) was an informer of Patna. 

1 have heard that Niamut Khan, his son Muddarce, 
Bukht Khan and one Bukhtawur Khan, were sent to 
Saugor, and that another Bukhtawur was imprisoned for 
life with Sheikh Aniee No. 27 of my second list of 
Ghazeeporein 1833. Musahib, No. 4 of my lirstand 34 
of my second list, was, 1 hear, sent to Saugor ; also 
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Jan Bux, N« 15 of my first list Torab Khan and Mad- 
darce Khan, son of llitchn, No. Sand i) of iny first list, are 
dead; and I have heard that Shitab Khan, No. 26 of my 
second list is dead too, but I doubt this. 

(Signed) W. A. PRINGLE, 

iSV.9.v/oM Judge. 

Chnpra, January, 1836. 

(True Copies) 

(Signed) AV. M. RAMSAY, AsskL GeuL Supt. 

W. H. SLEEMAN, Geul. Supt. 


APPENDIX T. 


CAPTAIN SIIKRRIFFS PROCEKDINGS IN 
1823, AT JIIALXA. 


To Sir C. METCALFK, 

Resident, &c, &:f;. Myderahad. 

Sir, 

Some information having reached this 
station about the latter end of last month from Major 
Parker at llingolee, of murders, supposed to have been 
committed on the road between this and Kair, Captain 
Sherriff, the Ofiicer in charge of the Police of this 
Camp, immediately detached people in every direction 
for further information. His success has, I am happy to 
say, been very complete, and we have now many prisoners 
who have been concerned in various murders in the 
neighbourhood. I directed a Court of Inquiry to collect 
depositions on the subject, and Lave now the honor to 
forward the proceedings to you with a letter from Cap- 
tain Sherriff, detailing a plan which he proposes as likely 
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to be effectnal in securing many more of these desperate 
villtiins. I consider it my duty to state that the active 
exertions of Captain Sherrill', since the information was 
received, have been nnremitted, and I trust the iutel- 
ligoiice which he has obtained and is every day acquiring, 
may lead to the detection of most of those concerned in 
such criminal proceedings, and I can answer for it, that he 
will most earnestly carry into eftect any instruction you 
may be pleased to convey in pursuance of so desirable 
an object. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Singed) err AllLRS DEACON, LienU CoL 

CtmiUj. L. F, D. II . S. Force, 

P. S. — I have to request your Orders regarding the 
disposal of (he prisoners. 


Proceedings of a Court of Fnqniry assembled hi/ order of 
Lieu tenant Colonel Charles Deacon, Comnumding Light 
Field Division HgderabadSuhsidiary Forceyaf the Office 
of Captain Robert William- Sherrijf, Sub- Assistant 
Commissary General, for the purpose of investigating 
such circuvisiances as may be brought before it. 

Camp Jaulnah, Sth October, 1823. 

. President. 

Captain Murul, Ist Battn. 8th Regt. N. T. 

Members. 

Lieutenants Wallace and Cranston, Rifle Corps. 

The Court being duly convened, Captuiu Sherrifl* sub- 
mits the following circumstances : 

On the 20lh ultimo 1 learnt by a letter from Major 
Parker, Commanding at Ilingolie, addressed to Lieut. 
Col. Lushington, C. B., that four bodies had been 
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discovered in & Nnllah near the village of Tankleo, in the 
Purhuunee Purgunnah, The Major’s letter was wcooin- 
Ipuuied with four native papers and a small piece of 
yellow morocco leather, which had been found near the 
bodies. On translating two of these papers I had 
reason to believe that a gang of Phansegeers had left 
Hyderabad to niarcli for, or towards Jaiilniih. Having 
obtained considi.*rablc inforniation in September 
of the habits and movements of the Phansegoers, I lost 
no lime in ftisposing of the Police in such a manner as I 
thought inostcondm iveto the apprehension of the parties, 
who I concluded from the information contained in the 
native papers, were moving on these roads. 

Two Hircarrahs w<?re accordingly dispatched to the 
spot where the bodies had been seen near Tankice, 
whence they wore directed to make a vigilant and cau- 
tions search for the murderers. On the 2:Jd ultimo, I 
learnt that (ive bodies had lieoii seen in a well on (he 
right of the Jatferabad road and distant about seven coss 
from Jaulnab, Aiiont this period a respectable nramin 
attached to the I>uzar informed me that his son and 
nephew hud disappeared near the village of Pokery, 
where they had halted for one night on their way to 
Jaulnah from their own village Laorgeo ; the Bramitis 
and the Pateel of Pokery had adopted every measure 
and means in ihoir power to discover the lads avIio were 
missing, but nothing could be found of them. I directed 
two Hircarrahs to accompany the Bramins to examine 
the live bodies that had been found in the well. On 
reaching the well the Hircarrahs found four bodies flout- 
ing on the water, three with their faces uppermost and 
one with the face downwards. An attempt was made 
to take the bodies out of the well but it failed. They 
had been so long in the water that they separated and 

2 L 
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broke to pieces on being moved. The villagers informed 
the Jiramius that thc}' were of opinion from the appear- 
ance of tim bodies on being first discovered in the water, 
that they must be Ilajpoots or Marwarles, and two of 
them had been bound together with pieces of jangle 
creepers : from this account and the general size and 
appearance of Iho bodies, the Bramins were satisfied 
that they were not the lads they had lost. 

I was now certain that the Phansegeers had passed 
towards Berar and sent two smart Jlircarrahs to find 
them out, Theso Ilircarrahs reached Jallerabad on 
Wednesday the 24th ultimo, and apprehended Juiiianl 
Khan the leader or Munoemof the gang, and his biollier- 
iu-law Abbas Ally, and sent them into Jaulnah with a 
Tattoo loaded with a quantily of suspicious property, 
Tlie Jlircarrahs wrote me from Jailerahad that they had 
first seen Jumaul Khan in the village of Gordegaon 
drinking spirits as they passed for JatTcrahad without 
his observing them; he reached Jaficrabad the following 
day; the Hircarrahs knew him to be a thief, as three 
years ago ho had been apprehended iu the laultiah 
Bazar with suspicious properly in his possession, which 
he had oflered for sale. They enquired of him the cause 
of his being at Jallerabad: he answsered that he had 
left Jaulnah that morning and was on his way to 
BIliehpove. 

The Hircarrahs found a person called Seo Deen, 
talking with Jumaul Khan, and as they knew him 
to belong to tho village of Nagewaree close to our 
camp, they enquired the purport of his conversation with 
Jumaul Khau. Sco Deen replied that he knew nothing 
about tho old man and had only replied to some questions 
put to him about travelling, and (hat they had agreed to 
march together early in the morning for Chickly, The 
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Hircarrahs sfipposing* Sco Dcon fo bo an bonest man 
warned him against travelling with Jnmaul Khan, and 
recommended his returning immediately to Jaulnah ; ho 
promised to do so and came to me on the afternoon of 
the 27lh ultimo, and apprized me of the apprehension of 
Jmnaiil Khan and Abbas Ally ; ho added that the llir- 
rarrahs had hy their diligence and arrival at Jaflbral)ad 
saved his life, as he would certainly otherwise have boon 
murdcTed by Jnmaul Khan and his party. On the arrival 
of Jnmaul Khan, the Braniins were scml for who had lost 
tlicirsons, and the suspicious articles found upon Jnmaul 
Khan were examined amongst these articles; they recog- 
nized a Jondioo and Churaloo the property of the jnissing 
lads. These poor people instantly set up a most dismal 
yell, and roipajstod Juinaul Khan l)y threats and iutreaty 
to divulge liow be had disposed of the missing lads. 
Jumaul khiiu seemed agitated on the diseovory of (lioso 
articles and partly allowed that they had been murdered, 
lie was given to know that the properly found upon 
him as well as the circumstance of the lads being mis- 
sing, wore sufficient evidenco that be bad been concern- 
ed in their murder, and lie was again requested to point 
out wlicre the lads might be found. Then be ineii- 
tioned that the Uramins bad been killed by his people 
who had ellbcted llicir escape when he was apprehend- 
ed at Jaftcrahad, and that their names wore Malliik 
Mahomed, Fukeer Mahomed, Hussun Mabomed and a 
boy Rumzanec. 

Jumaul Khan soon afterwards described the spot whore 
the young Brainins had been killed. The relations went out 
the next day, and searched all about the place mentioned, 
but could not discover the bodies or the remains of them. 
This induced me to send Jumaul Khan to shew the place. 
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He was attended In tlie Cutwal and went 'direct ta tlie 
part of the Nallah where they liad perpetrated the mur- 
ders, and a little, further down in a pool which had deep 
mud at the bottom, the bones and two odd slippers that 
belonged to the lads were found. 

The Hircarrahs got two more of the gang Siod Ally 
and Ilussciti Mahomed at Chickly. These men havo 
made exleiisivo and valuahle confessions wldch have led 
to the detection of Seo Deen, the man who met tlm Hir- 
carrah, at Jafferabad, and who turns out to be an <dd 
ofleiuler ; and Ibrec men residing in our Bazaar, upon 
whom property corresponding with that found upon Sied 
Ally and Hussein Mahomed and Jnmaid Khan, has Iteen 
found. They have also detected five men, a women a 
boy, ami girl, at the village of Hioraee, who are associates 
of Jumaul Khan by their own free confession, and Lave a 
large quantity of articles upon them taken from traveller* 
whom tiiey havo minutely described, as well as the 
situations where they found and murdered them. 
Phan^igeers are present and can be examined l)y the 
Court. 

Sied Ally, Phansigeer, is called before the Court and 
states — I am the son of Moor Fuzul Ally who was a 
Bliala Admee, (respeclubleman). I was born near Chota 
Amraotee, in the Unlurgaor Sawergaor Purgunnah, 
“ where my father lived under the protection of Rajah Jand 
Singh of Mahoon ; my father died when 1 was vt?ry young, 
" and having quarrelled with my brothers I joined the 
Phansigeers when I was a boy, without knowing at first 
that it was their profession to kill and rob in the way they 
do. Emaum Sahib initiated me into their habits, and 
forced me to marry his daughter by whom I have had 
•• two children, who are dead ; I am heartily tired of this 
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** bnJ profession and would have (|uittc(l it after the Mohe- 
Miiii, when f came to Jiiuliia to find bettor service, but 
“ railing I had nolbing for it but to return to the Mayl, 
under Jusiiaul Klian. You may enquiiTof this man if I 
** bad not qiiarroib d with him, and if my assertions 
“ regarding niy quitting the gang* llioii at Endnaporc, 
“ with the iut(?ution of not returning, an? not also correct. 
** L have done much injjiry and will lieuceforlli make 
** every atomMiient in my power by diseovei iiig and point- 
•* ing out every person btdonging to the gang. All I. 
“ require, should niy life be spared, is permission to 
** live in irons or in any situation where I may be protect- 
*• ed from the numerous Phansigeers who inhabit the 
•* Nandair districts, as they will exert every endeavour 
to destroy me. 

** I have already undermined all their houses, and have 
gone too far in my information against tlnmi to recede ; 
“ no person engaged with these people has hithv?rto said 
so much ; as every body knows how revengful these 
Phansigeers are. My wife is now at the village of 
•' Khuree ; it would be conferring a great favor by letting 
her live with me in conrinement, or wherever I may he 
sent. I have nothing more to ask but will do uli I can 
** in pulling a slop to the work of iny late friends, the 
** Pliansigeers, as niy safely now depends upon their 
•• destruction.” 

C(nnp near Jattlnah, Oth Ociohar, 1823. 

The Court meets pursuant to adjournment and Sied 
Ally is again called in. 

A large quantity of suspicious articles, wearing apparel, 
&c. found on a tattoo in the possession of Juniaul Khan 
and Abbas Ally, are shewn to Sied Ally, and he is asked 
if be has any knowledge of them. 
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Sied Ally describejs the articles as follows?- 


Artichix. 

1 Black Cinnil)loe, 

1 (Jiioina and a . . 

1 french firry Jacket ) 
with rrtl rariiigs,, , , , J 

1 Yellowr ssilk CIoUi and } 
a Shutruiifjcc,. , . . . , J 

*2 Punches, 


j riiinhlor, and 1 Dish, 


I Bu/arr, 1 Rckahrc, } 
I Saddli* Iron, ) 


1 Ili ads Vo5SfI, 1 Kus- "Y 
Niiudrc and 
.SJicl)sor.SkiitfIr I'i^h, j 


1 Bra«.s Jrnihoo and I ^ 
Choonaloo, ^ 


Some ^rn-rn Slonrs, wiih Y 
Aralnr insrripl'niiis, > 
\v:jrii by !MuK4iiliiirnt y 


1 Piece of a tvliite Bril, "I 
1 Dniamentetl Oap, J 
worn by Ka.i|>uuts,3 


Taken from, Remarks, 

1 II ujee from Mecca, Killed near r)iibhnn>. 

1 (lircarrali, Kiilctl near Sassoor. 

I liuscar, ........ Killed near Atirviiifiahad. 


2 Bra m in s, 


1 Marvrarcr 


3 Pci'-’oiis, 


2 IMuii'ultiiaus, .«•• 


f Killed hetw’prn Aiiniii' 
< ^abad and Moon;;^ 

C Patim. 

V Killed hirtween rtiWio- 

I ric and Dudiiapoor. 

t A Mofiul and his two 

J servanis, killed ne.u’ 

^ Chainlec ; they were 

V poinji iVag|ioor. 

> Killed Ir-tnern Chickly 
^ and Jallcr.ibad. 


2 f’anser Omliesi, ,. 


2 Young Rraiuiiis,.. 


(^Killed on the road hr- 
j tween JalFcralnul and 
^ Aiirungahad, llieii!* 
^ bodies have since 
j born seen in a well 7 
k coss from Jaulnab,^ 

( Killed by JuinaiilKhatrs 
. I party iumi- Pukerce, 
thtdr ri'inaitis were 
I pointed out by Ju- 
k maul kiiiin. 


1 Joburer or Jewel- 
ler, 


1 


Killed by Ibc gang near 
Dewuigaiiui, about 8 
coss from Jauhiali. 


2 Rajpoots, 


f Killed on the road hr- 
twcon Jailcrahad and 
Aurungahad — one 
J was a jierson in the scr- 
* vice going to Ellich- 
poor to teach Mnj<«r 
Seyer'.s men ihc sword- 
k exercise. 


A Cjuantity of articles found in the house of Abboo 
Mahomed and Esoof in the rear of the General Bazar, 
(persons pointed out by Sied A'dy and Hussein Mahomed 
as associates in the Gang;. Julioo, a stout young; man 
the son of Abboo, was an active accomplice with the gang 
and escaped from Jafferabad when JumanI Khan was 
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apprehended /are shewn lo Sied Ally, and he describes 
such articles as he has seen as follows; — 


^ rtielcs. 


Takm Jrovt. 


lie mar kx. 


2 Cai»^Mo-ul,l llliofcoj'j 
I Itrass I’latf* snni<' f 
Skull runcil i 
Diiieii ka-kuir, 


i Kiilt'd :tu<l lliruun intrf 
l.'ausoc C oiirct iiifii ? Ou' ucM rn.ai- 7 coss 
li'uii) Juulnah. 


3 Tuptos, (unl)roi«lci('4l'^ 

will) j^oia, ice. I 

1 ut' Mu 

1 Kulura, • 

1 Sliifld, ! 

1 HrAss L*ot, J 


2 Mitssulnu'ii, .... 


J Finr Native AiJjjurka') 
or Jaokt't^ w ith oriia^ j 
luciiu-tl lionU i’s, &«•. 1 
1 l*i».'ro orSoolaiM,, , , . ). 
1 l*ie«;« ol‘ Clolli J^olv, 

1 r)iak 

1 (Jiiiiiii S]>uoii 


.3 Persons, * 


] Dhotce, 

I'iiu' Kc«.l Turliamls, [ 

1 Slu t f I 

1 liras'* Pot, J> 2 llramins 

1 lira^^s Plato, 

1 fyiokiii!; Gl/is*i, .... 

1 Piooo ofSuiulal-wooil 


I PiukIioo, . 
1 Brass Pot, 


> 

S 


1 Marwareo, 


1 Whito Turband, 2 Bramins, 


S killod liotwooii riiiokly 
i ami Jullorahad. 


Mu^iil and two 
!Mii\sulinaii M-rvant^i 
killt.-d in a Nullaii 
lu ar C'liaudio, al>out 
0 ooss troiii Jauiiiaii 
^ ■— thry worir to 

Najcpoor, tho .Mo^ul 
inoiinif'd or a horso, 
w inoh Soo l.)ocn, one 
of tlio i^ang, sold at 
Mallygaino. 

r Killed on tlur road bf*- 
/ twiTii Aiiruii^aliad 

C and Moong y Putun. 


^ Killt'd beUvren Budn.v 
} poor and Diibliurio. 

S Killed near Pakrro by 
it .liiniaiil Kban's party. 


1 Angurka, 1 IManvairr, 

1 Goorgee, X llirearrah, 


Killi'd neat Sa poor. 

f Kilb;d near Sapoor — tho 
Goor^f/c has been 
J wadtod by Abboo 
V. Mahomet!. 


1 Chnddur,.*.. 

1 Black Sanroc, 

1 Cuniblee, ...» 

1 Dbotee, 


1 Mussulman, •... Killed near .’\rulkapoor. 


2 Marwarces anti 
2 Women, 


jKillcd near Mulkapoor, 


1 Luiiga, 

1 Black Cbolie, ( 

1 Pair of black Cholic / 
Cloth, J 


I Cloth Merchant,., 


1 Iron Pan, 

1 Inm Saddle, s o Bramin?, 

1 Tuwab, « • t • • • • • 5 


Killed near Akoalut. 


S Killed near Fympoor 
( Sourat, ia Kaudeish. 
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Arikhs. 


Taken from. 


l^emarks. 


I 




.Shine'S <«l' FV.oJs, ..f 
Ciivm Si{ilu^s 
Arabic iascrij^tiorts, j 


Johiirc'c or Jcud- F ■'•n i rs i 
, , ; KiiledncarDewuIgaum. 


1 Hrass Plato, 1 

1 Pair UonU-rJ- ii Uajpool**, 

fur Ctips, >»•■•••••. 

I Cionr<jro, 

1 Sitifiil Cbinnt iia, . . • • 

1 Pirir ol‘(jrooii (.‘lotli, 

1 Chudur, 




*2 Arabs, 


^ Kiliod and thrown info 
J tlio ivril, edroatiy 

i ii(-!%ci'il)('d, Ki?vt*o vofts 

V. tVuin Jatiliiuli. 

f Killed in tlio Puhnol. 
J bund, iii'Jir « l?aro- 

\ ^aiiiti, or tho Akwu- 

( iat Koad b'erar. 


A (juanlily of iirlicle.i found upon Fiikcor Mulioined 
Bnndogefi, Kureem, Hojeeand Bnvmat Boodlia, pointi‘d 
out by Hnssun Malioniod and Sied Ally, as a part of the 
gang;, aro sbowii to Sied Aliy, and lio tleseiibes Iheiii as 
folio >vs : 

Ariielnt. Taken from. Uvmarks. 

1 (,’lian Hugldah An-") 

^uvka, 

1 

I llicli <»ol<! Pmiuoi- 
drred Kelt, ^wirn by 
Mabotfit.'diin Sirdarsj 
1 Gold tmbroidercti 
'f'opt-c,.. 

I Put, 

1 QuilU'dChinl/ Jacket J 

1 Prass Tliiilro, 

1 firass Kntura, 

1 Urass Chuiucc, . . . « 

2 Dhntics 

1 C'hudur, 

1 Cunible, 

1 Sutrunjcf, 

1 Fini? Sword with an I 

Arabic inscription on | f Killed and thrown into 

till; blade, 2 Kaipoots ... ' ^ 

1 I'iiic red embroidered r * •••••. \ Jaulnah, already des* 

Silk Cloth, I V. cribed. 

I Embroidered Topee, | 

I Piece of Gold Border , ) 


^ 4 Brainins, 


f Killed near By za poor, 
j they w<M'e Gunio^H 
i lirainiiis who go about 
V »>t'ggiug. 


I Moviil Gentleman 
and his 2 .Servants, 


f Killed in n Nidlali near 
J t.'haiuiiie, already des- 
y erihed. 


1 Sutrunjee, 

1 Sengnt or Powder ^ 2 Marwarecs and 2 \ Killed near Mulkapoor, 

Flask, ( Women, • ) already described. 

1. Matchlock, j 
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Ai'fiv^cs. • Taken fro, 

1 I ’nniMor-, . . . , "V 

I .Ahkora ur biiukini^/ 

Vos^cf, \ 2 Causce Ko\v< 

1 ili'l Turhnnil, ,..,i 

1 Kumal, 3 

1 rij'cr* of Hiiii'liiis, , . 

1 yew or J 1 Marwarc*?, . 

(inilt, - . 3 

1 blmt,.-, 5 - 

I Pi'.lr riiir eiri-1 

Im'U Irrcvl Shippers,, , > 3 Mu^-selttien, 

I Ivrv.i 3 


Taken from. 


2 Causce Kowers, , 


1 Marwarce, 


3 Mu^'scluien, 


1 ISiass Tlialee, I Bramin, 


C Kill(’<l null llirowii into 
■? file Writ, alrcatiy des- 
( cribed. 


r Killed between Bndna* 
V poor and Dfibbaire, al- 
C. ready desrrilied- 

f Killeil between Muslat 
and JaOerabad. 

C Killed near Nair, they 
? were j;oinj«; from Nag- 
C poor to Akonlat. 

C Killed on tbe other side 
< of Horegamn, in Bc^ 


1 Pendiar sort of Tin'l 
VesNel of IVireign nia- - I Mussulman, 
uuucuire, .3 


1 T*eit Cosstimba Tnr-*\ 
banth . . < • < • f 1 

1 Pioee of Bed <dotb, f 
1 J*JL*cc of Bed Saret, 3 


Cloth iMeieliaiil,.. 


1 Pif'fi' of Miisliroo,. • ^ 2 riindoostanee 
1 Sliulrunjee, } Puurbialis, 


1 Degeha, 


3 Byragers, 


f Killed neat JJarregaiiu 
in Berar. 'I’lie fel- 
low of (his (ill ves- 
I set has been found 

1 in our Bazar, wbere 

I it was sold by .fiilloo 

tin* son rvf Abboo 
Malionied. 'J'liey are: 
used by Ifajees for 
bringing uater from 
the siicre,! well 
eiilled JniYijnni at 
Merca. 

C Killed near Akoalaf, in 
J Berar, alnUfiy men- 

C lioiu.'d, 

^ Killed on the Copiir- 
I gaon roads, they went 

\ eomiog from JS'as- 

C. suefc. 

tKilird on the Dhie- 
< hondio road, iii Be- 

f rar. 


1 Ri|l(al>cp,... ....... I X Mussulman, .... | 


1 Set of Tsisbns orA 

Brads,,. j 

6 t.Trecn Kodnlecs oi* i 

Green Stoucs, with > 1 Johorce or Jeweller 
Arabic iuseriptioos, | 

1 Carveil Cryslaltlrna- I 

Hieut, J 

1 Iron VeBstd,,. *1 

2 China Ink Holders, . . > 2 .Dramius, ..«••••• 

1 Tattoo, ..O 


Killi'd beyond Jallera- 
bad, he came from 
Berar. 


5 Killed near Dawi]lg«aum 
( talready described. 


' Killed on the Moongec 
\ Putun road, near 

I Aurungabiid, al- 
ready described. 
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Taken from. 


F-cmark*. 


1 Barbers T weezrr'i,... ^ 

2 Instruments tor ritt- # T Killetl near Behar, na 

1in}j T'inirer Nails, .■ I Barber, < the road fronil^llkh- 

uiUi n east^ur hold- i t pore to Nagporc. 

irig tbf-m, J 


2 Silvi'r Bangles for'> 

lilt* ''Vrist^, j 

3 i'ilvn* Knejfs, 1 

1 l?'og worn on the ^ 

thumb railed An- 
toni tan, 

1 Sunaii OciAk,.. . . .f 


I Silver Smitli and S Ki'led belw»'pn Dooliat 
1 \Voinaii, ^ and Buoibanpurc. 


Sircl Alls' is sont out, and Bundoo or Biiudojee, a 
PI tiinsigar of Jamattl Kliiiu’s is called in. 

This mail vultiiifarily ofloml to point ont to tiio liorso- 
luon who escorted him into Janlnuli the nanies and resi- 
dence of all the people v/ho have boon vvilh him. 

lie is now directed l»y the Court to look ut the articles 
ioand upon Jmiiaiil Khan and Abboo Ally, and generally 
corroborates the account given hy Sietl Ally, hut diHers 
in one or two instances regarding the persons from whom 
the articles were taken, but this difibrence is easily 
accounted for, when it is known that the gang a<‘t in 
parties and scour all the parallel and cross roads on the 
route which they take. These parties bring in and give 
acoount of their respective ac^piisitioris, after which a fair 
distrihutiou of the whole is iiiado. 

A quantity of suspicious articles found upon a Tattoo 
in the possession of Sied Ally and Mahomed lliissem are 
shewn to Bundoo, and he very generally corroborates the 
account given of them hy Sied Ally and Mahomed 
Hussein. 


Artich's, Taken from. Ilemarks* 


X Siring of Tusbus 
or Beads, 

15 Large Jolrc Pearls 
113 Small tiu. do. 


1 Jobarec or Jeweller. 


( Killed near Dewulgaum 
already described. 
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Hemarkt, 


1 I’ltfU'oml 

Anj^urk.-t, 

1 Pit t (’ ol Uan.'iiap, 

2 Oljais, 


) 


*2 • •• 


^ Kilk’«l hrfwocii Cliirkly 
I iuiJ Jalieiaiiad. 


\ \V1h1o Cti\ii!ui, 


‘2 raii-tce Kowcfs, ,, 


j 


Kiilt'-tl 7 «'oss fi'MOi Jaiil- 
imIi and llironii into 
ilit* already dcrf- 
crilM'ii. 


1 

1 

1 

1 


While Tim hand,. . 
Iron V< . . 4 . • , 

('nrubhe, 

Ja-atficr H;t}* lor 
lio|i.itii;» h'iU'i's, ». 


I 


Uir* 


^ Kill*;d nr.ir V.av^onr, al- 
I ready dfsrnhr-il. 


1 J)hol(*r, 


1 Fiiic Sword, 


r Killed bpI.wM'en 

^ llrainitis and Aurnti'^ahad, al- 

t roiidy described. 

( Killed h( yon J Jad'era- 
had, de-vi‘rilj<*d In he a 

’*•( 1 Wotiiaii, \ r.unilv lo Ako- 

C la!i. 


1 Kooiiine .. 'x 

I Saiidid\V«/ud Court ^ 
of >(Hiefior »ork-\ , 

man-hijt, 

(inndie of (Ira^sV 
t.’onls ibr Seetar, y 


Mnssiilman, • 



Killed near T.)o\vul;raum, 
de.M'rihed lo lx: a 
.Munnyar ivlio had a 
l.ir^e hundle on hi'- 
ark of art it In'! 
»oOj»!il Ironv Bombay. 


Eiiuddo aliils Bundegco, has recognized several arlicle.s 
in the Imiidlei foniul in the lionso of Ahboo Mahomed 
and iiii son-iii-luw Esoof, of which Sied Ally had. no 
knowledge and from the open and direct mode of this 
inun*s commj^nicalions and answers to all the fpic.slion.s 
put to him, the Court have no reason to suppose that 
lie has concealed any circumstance that could throw li^ht 
upon the questions proposed, 

Bundegoe is directed to retire, and two hot .semen of 
the Reformed Horse who escorted the prisoners^lrorn 
Deoraee, are called in. 

They state that a brother of one of the Rajpoots killed 
by the gang and thrown into the well 7 coss from Jaulnah 
met them at Dubboree, lie said that he came from 
Eilicbporo to look for his brother who was missing on the 
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road between Aurangabad and Ellicbpoor. ^ lie entreat- 
ed permission to look at the swords found upon the pri- 
soners, when he saw his brother’s sword and began to 
cry very’Hnuch. The man is a Rajpoot and his mur- 
dered brother is said to have been a Ilavilclar and a great 
favorite of Major Davis and that he was going to Ellich- 
poor to leach the horse there the nevir drill exeroiso. 

Biindogce and Sied Ally are again called in and (pics- 
tioned regarding these Rajpoots, 

Siod Ally speaks clearly to the (jueslions proposed as 
follows. 

Wo Jiiniaul Khan’s party, which was composed of 
Jdinaul Khan and his boy Rumzanec, Abbas Ally his 
biolher-iii-law. Burry Khan Puthun, a very wicked young 
man, Mulluck Mahomed, brother-in-law to Jumanl Khan, 
Mahomed Hussein, Julloo, a man who occasionally lives 
in the Bazaar, and myself. Sied Ally moved from Dhar- 
kingaum on the road between Aurungabad and Moongy 
Pulun with two Bramins and proceeded towards Aurun- 
gahad. Wo killed them in a deserted village five coss 
from Aurnngahad. We moved into Aurungabad the same 
niglit, where wo met S<rhih KIi(U{\s parly and started wdth 
them the following morning towards Jafferabad. At the 
village of Btiroor wo joined company with two Rajpoots, 
and marched in a friendly and sociable manner with 
them to a shaded Cluibootra at Bundganm. Hero they 
smoked tlieir Hookahs, and one of the Rajpoots who 
Said that he was going to Ellichpoor to teach the sword 
exercise, amused them by displaying his skill while they 
sat on the Chubootra. 

Jinnaul Khan proposed many friendly questions and 
expressed his groat satisfaction on having got so pleasant 
a companion to travel with to BIliehpore. We all 
marched together and put up that night at a small village 
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between Biwdganni and Dabbaree. We again started 
together from this village, and having passed by Dul)- 
barce and Cbandie, mot another Rajpoot and a boy 
with a tattoo going to Ellicbpore. We all pu# ”p ler the 
night in a small Khera on a village in the Jallbrubud 
side of Chandie. 

Sahib Khan and his parly followed the Rajpoot and 
bis boy, and put up wilb them in the inside of the village. 
Jiiinaiil Khan and myself slnck by the other Rajpoot, 
Tacker Sahib s Oideily, who wa^^ now eompletely in our 
power, as ho looked upon us as friends and fellow tra- 
vellers. 

Weconeertod matters with Sahib Khan’s parly to start 
lirst in llte morning, and got up when there wore six 
gliurries of (he night remaining, and persuaded him to 
march ; he did so, and we killed him and his companion, 
tied Ihetn together and ihrevv them into a well, one coss 
from the village. Here we reinainod concealed in dif- 
ferent parts of the road until Sahib Khan’s party arrived 
with the other Rajpoot, the boy and a tattoo. When 
they arrived near the \vell, Sahib Khan and his man 
killed the Rajpoot and the boy, and threw them into tho 
same well, and wo all moved on to Donogaiim with three 
gold Piitlies, one Sword, one Topee, and two Red 
Cloths found upon the Rajpoot, going to teach the 
sword exercise. On the oilier wo got 121 rupees, 
three Brass Vessels, and tho Tattoo, a mare. 


Camp at Jaulnah, Wth October , 1823. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

From the various articles of pr<?perty which have 
appeared before this Court, and found upon ditlereiit 
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individuals employed under the directions of Jnmaiil 
Khan, the Court is of opinion from the strong similarity 
of one article wtlli another, found as already slated on 
different people, tliat they are parts of a whole which 
must have hecn divided and given from a general stock, 
and this opinion is made very strong by the concurrent 
testimony of the individuals Sied Ally, Uussein Mahomed 
and Bundgie, who assert in the most solcnni manner 
that they were present and assisted in the dtfstruction of 
the persons from wlioifi the articles w'ere taken. 

Captain wSherriff, Sub-Assistant Commissary General, 
has represented to the Court, that ho is greatly indelited 
to the information furnished by tlie prisoners Sied Ally 
and IJussoin Mahomed, which enabled him to gel hold 
of Seo Deen, an old and active Phansigar, who has, 
from his being a Jlindoo, boon peculiarly snccossiid in 
the art of deception, and has led many ifindnos, Mar- 
waries and Bramins to their destruction. The above- 
mentioned individuals have also divulged the praelices 
of three individuals Abboo Mahomed and his son Jnlloo, 
and son-in-law Usoof, who have had a hut for the last 
ten inontlis in rear of the General Bazar in this Camp, 
Julloo has been present for a long period with the gang, 
and occasionally cumos in here with plunder that cannot 
be <lisposed of at other places. Abboo Mahomed, by the 
evidence of Sied Ally and Ilnsscin Mahomed, sorved 
with the gang when he resided in the neighbourhood of 
Nandair, and his son-in-law served with tliem until he 
was obliged to cjuit from iheumatisni in the knees. 
These men had in their bouse a large portion of articles 
which appear to the Court to be exactly similar to the 
things found upon Jumunl Khan and other acknowledged 
Phansigars, The Phansigar Seo Deen, after deceiv- 
ing the Police and the Officer commanding, before whom 
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lie was laketi on the 27th ultimo to rduto liis story 
regarding the miraculous escape he had pretonrled to 
huv4* made hy the arrival of the Hiixarrahs al JaHei aliad, 
was found at the house of Abboo AlahonitMl, aiul as Seo 
Deeu does not now pretend to deny Inning accompanied 
the Phansigars into Bcrar and Karideisii <m several 
occasions, and as bo d(?scrihcs the murders that were 
perju'traled there, the Court are of opinion tlial Abboo 
Mahomed and liis son JiiUoo (who Ims efVocleil his 
escape from JnllVTabad in company with some «>tlu‘r indi- 
vi<liials of the ganjj) and his son in-law Ksoof, must 
be principals or at least accompliccvs in these nefarious 
practices. 

Though (he (b)urt are fully aware that Sietl Ally and 
Bundegeo are polluted with inmimerahle murders and 
robberies whicb they have freely acknowledged and con- 
fessed, and (hat their acknowlodgiiicnts and confessions 
may have boon made in the hope of saving themselves, 
iieverllieless in consoftuence of the good which they have 
already done in detecting so many of (he gang, some of 
whom are nearly related to them, added to their pro- 
mises of pointing out all the people in their own country 
who are concerned in these fatal practices of secret 
murder and robbery, the Court consider it to be Ihoir 
duly to bring forward the services of these men and to 
recommend them to the favorable consideration of thoir 


The horrid murders of the four Rajpoots and two 
CauseeCowreeBraiuins, perpetrated so close to Jaulnab, 
and the murders of the Bramiii lads are crimes of so 
black and destructive a nature as to rcquiie no comment 
from this Court. 
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TIio following- nro the individuals of tht gang who 
have been apprehended , 


Jiiinaul Khan,. . 


f Leader of this gang and brother 
1 to Nunnv, a leader of the gang taken 
lat Akoolah in 1821, and now a pri- 
Csoner at Aurungabad. 


1. Abbas Ally, brother-in-law to Jumaul Khan. 

2. Sied Ally. 

3. Hussein Mahomed. 


4. Abboo Maliomcd. 


5. I'iSoof. 


(>. Set) Deen. 

7. Fukoer Mahomed. 

8. Bund eg 00 . 

9. Kurreem Khan. 

10. Paymah Boodlia, Joined from the llindoostaneo 


gang. 

11. Ajoorah, joined from the llindoostanee gang. 

12. Uyder, a boy. 

Lists of all tlie other individuals of these gangs have 
been sent by Captain Slier rilT to Majors Parker and 
Soyer, and it is expected that with the assistance of 
Sied Ally and Hussein Mahomed, they will all be 
•eciired in the coarse of one or two months. 

From all that has appeared before them, the Court 
have no doubt in their minds of the guilt of the indivi- 
duals eiiumcraled above, and it would appear that these 
Phnnsigars moved round Aurungabad and Jaulnah as 
two centres, and murdered travellers on all the principal 
roads leading* from and to those places, extending their 
excursions from these centres as convenience or achanco 
of plunder suited, and always returning to them. 

As the Court were about to conclude their proceedings, 
Bukbur Sing, the brother of one of the Rajpoots, thrown 
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into the wc!l near this place, made his appearance, and 
is directed hy the Court to state what he knows of his 
brother's death, 

Uukbnr Sing accordingly deposes as follows : — 

My brother Arjoon Singh, a Dnfladar, served with 
Captain Tockor at Anrungabad. He left at Aurunga- 
bad a Byrngee who nsually lived with him there, and 
proceeded towards Kllichpoor. This Byrageo started 
some time after my brother and came to BIliehpoor, 
where he informed me that one month and five days had 
elapsed since my brother left Anrungabad, and ho was 
surprised that he had not reached ICIiichpoor. I got 
leave from Major Sever to come down (his road to look 
for my brother. [ arrived at Chickly and found some 
of the individuals of the gang there. I also met them at 
Jatibrabad and Dubbaree. The old man J’^ikecr Ma- 
homed asked me where I was going. I said that the 
Sahib log bad sent me to perform a duty, which I w^as 
engaged in. I kept moving about and returned to Jaf- 
ferabad. I found the horsemen conveying the Fhansi- 
gar taken at Chickly by the Jaulnah Tfircarralis to 
Decree, to apprehend the Phaiisigars that lived there. 
They gave me a full account of rny brother’s murder, 
and his servant Khoobas’ murder, and pointed out the 
well into which they had thrown their bodies. 1 went 
there and found five skulls close to the well, and eight 
skulls in the bottom of the well, into which 1 dived 
repeatedly and took up all the hones I could find. As 
it was impossible to distinguish my hrother^s skull and 
bones, I collected all the bones and placed them with 
the thirteen skulls on a pile of wood, which I prepared 

2 N 
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agreeably to the rites of my caste aad burnt them all 
together. I ojarle the Phansigars shew mo the spot 
where they had buried the Mogul and bis two servants, 
as he belonged to Major Seyer’s Russalah; they pointed 
out the spot, which I caused to be dug op, and I found 
the skeletons of ilie Mogul and his two servants all 
together and quite perfect. 

■* 

The articles found upon the individuals already men- 
tioned are produced, and Riikbnr Singh, and Mungul 
Singh and Maun Singh, reUUiuus to the deceased are 
directed to examine them. On the articles found on 
Jumaul Kban, they find Ibo following property of the 
deceased Arjoon Singh. 

1 Piece of a Butt' Belt. Juinaul Khan is called in and 
he has on his person a Dooputta and a white Angarka, 
the property of the deceased Arjoon Singh. 

In the articles found on Abboo Mahomed, they find 
1 Brass Vessel, I Brass Plate, 1 Iron Tuwah. 

In Fukeer Mahomed’s articles they find 1 Red Clolli, 
1 Sword, 1 Stilrunjee, 1 piece of Red Kliarwali, 1 
Embroidered Topee, 1 fine Dhotee, 1 Rnzaee, 1 Red 
Turband, 1 Coarse Dhotee, I Sheet, and 1 Rumaul. 

They find the following articles belonging to Khoobali, 
who was killed with Arjoon Singh : 1 small Angarka, 
1 torn Dhotee, 1 White Pugree, and 1 Cnmblee. 

From the evidence of Rukbur Sing and the acknow- 
ledgement of the individuals of liie gang who have been 
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coufronted with him, and who allow that they killed his 
brother and the other Rajpoots, as well as the Mogul 
and his servants, there is not the slightest degree of 
doubt in the minds of the Officers composing this Court 
of the guilt of all the persons taken up by the Police 
and implicated originally by the confession of Sied Ally, 
and subsequently by the articles found upon them and 
recognized by ilukbur Sing. 

The prisoners have just sent from the Cutwal’s Choul- 
try a Peon to inform the Court that Riikbur Singh has 
taken more articles from the property exposed before 
him than were actually taken from lus brother and his 
servant killed by them, and thrown into the well near 
this place. They merely luention this circumstance and 
leave it for the consideration of the Court. This inci- 
dent has had so powerful an effect upon the minds of the 
Officers of this Court that they cannot, however trifling 
it may appear, omit bringing it forward in these proceed- 
ings as it corroborates in a powerful degree the opinion 
already expressed of these murders. 

(Signed) G. MURIEL, Captain, 

P result nU 

(Signed) ROB. WALLACE, Lieut. 

and Member. 

(Signed) WM. LEANSTON, Lieut. 

and Member. 



( 292 


To LIEUT.-COL. CHARLES DEACON, 


Sir, 


Commanding Light Field Division 

Hyderabad Subsidiary Force, 


The deep impression which has belbn made 
in iny mind from a knowledge of the heavy calamities which 
fall yearly in an unknown but fatal manner on the native 
population in the Deccan, by means of numerous hordes 
of secret murderers and robbers has made me auKioiis to 
bring forward a plan which in my opnion will lead to the 
detection of a great many of these detestable wretches, 
and will greatly interrupt their present system of undis- 
turbed murder and rapine. 


Before I introduce ibis plan, it may not be unnecessary 
to infurin you that soou after Sied Ally and llussein 
Mahomed confessed their crimes and misdeeds, many of 
the other prisoners became solicitous to communicate every 
information in their power, and in repeated conversations 
with some of them, they fairly offered to me to prove the 
sincerity of their promises by apprehending all the per- 
sons of their trade who may come within their notice. 
The following are the Soobidars, Jemadars and Leaders 
of the Northern or llindustanee gangs, who yearly infest 
these roads, and who are known to the Phansigars in our 
possession. 
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I« the gang lately apprehended we have very fortu- 
nately got hold of two natives of Hindustan, who served 
with the Northern gangs under Assaolut Khan and 
Gbassee. They describe these gangs to be more formida- 
ble and better organized than the Deckunee geroos or 
gangs. They seldom move in less numbers than thirty 
and forty, and sometimes amount to three hundred. In 
travelling they generally have nothing but a stick and a 
bundle on the end of it, over their shoulder. The 
Subadar or Jemadar is always respectably dressed and 
mounted. The Bramius who are leaders make a display 
of great ceremony and preparation at their meals ; and 
they will uot permit a Mahratta Brumin on these occa- 
sions to come near them. 

In coming to a town they look after all the travellers, 
and sometimes detach as many as four parties in four 
dillerent directions, to destroy and plunder tbom. The 
tricks and wiles practised by these men in the destruc- 
tion of their own species, are as numerous and abundant 
as the victims which fall under their diabolical practices. 

Seo Deon, now in custody, a native of Hindustan, 
after solemnly asserting that he reports of his past sins 
and murders, stales — ''About ten years ago, which cor- 
“ responds with 1813, Assaulut Khan Jemadar, Ghasee 
" Subadar and Himmut Laul Jemadar, collected from 
"thirteen villages in the Zillah of Calpee. fivo of which 
" are Sayndoos, Murnee, Bhadwuh, Degumuupoor and 
" Kampoorah, the others I do not recollect, a gang of 
" three hundred men who all assembled at Saugor. 

" We committed ravages along the roads and killed 
" many travellers and other people horse and foot, who 
" were decoyed from their homes by Assaulut Khan and 
" Ghassee, under a promise of being employed im Bajea 

llow*s service at Poonah. We forwarded this deception 
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set forth by our leaders, and assured those deluded 
villagers that we were all going to serve Bajec 
Row, 

“ Assaulut Khan gave some of these people money to 
*' got their horses and baggage ready, and to defray their 
expences. 

“ On the road to Poonah, the gang moved from 
Sangor by Jubulpoor and Ramtiick to Nagpoor and 
thence to Oomrontee. At a small village in the 
jungle near Oomrontee called Manaii, the gang got 
seven camels and killed the merchants that attended 
them. 

On reaching Poonali, we sold these camels. From 
‘‘.Poonah wo went to Kolleanee, and returned thence 
“ to Beergaom, where eight travellers were killed, and 
“ we carried their Bandy and Bullocks towards Aurun- 
“ gabad,” 

“ A man near this place recognized the Bandy, and 
“ we gave it to him and said that it had been found 
** without a driver between Aurungabad and Jaulnab. 
“ We fell in with six tattoos laden with Merchandize 
“ going to Jaulnaii and attended by some men. We killed 
“ the men and carried on the tattoos and their loads 
“ which consisted of a great variety of articles, such as 
“ I^earls, Beads, Combs, Looking Glasses, &:c. 

“ At Jaulnab we put up in the tope between JafFera- 
“ bad and Chickly, and killed eight men. who had eight 
“ tattoos and two hundred rupees in money. We moved 
“ to Akoalah by Balapore. After leaving Akoalah 
“ we went to Boregaiim, and exposed for sale the 
“ articles taken between Aurungabad and Janinah. It 
“ so occurred that a robbery had shortly before our 
“ arrival taken place at Boregaum, and as we oOered 
“ the articles at a very low price, the Putel looked upon 
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** us as the thieves that had plundered his Bazaar. And 
“ as ho had no force at hand to apprehend so large a 
gang, he accompanied ns to Elliclipore where he in^ 
“ formed Salabut Khan that we were robbers. Fntty 
** Jung Khan sent Mungui Khun with three hundred 
men to apprehend our gang* ; two hundred and fifty 
were secured and the remaining fifty escaped. 

Futty Jung Khan put us in confinement, and having 
taken all our plunder and cash, which amounted to a 
‘‘ large sum, let us depart for onr own country, after 
being one month in prison ; at this period Captain 
Sign Sahib was at Elliclipore. The gang returned to 
Iliiulustan and I remained at Oomroutee."' 

Seo Deen adds, that the following* leaders of gangs 
live in the Nagporo territory, near the village of Muz- 
roor and Corah, not far distant from the north bank of 
the Wiirdah River, and lie volunteers his services to 
point out and apprehend the whole of them and their 
gangs amounting to about sixty followers. 

1 shall noNV propose the plan of operations which has 
l>een partly suggested by the captive Phansigars, for 
the discovery and apprehension of all these villains who 
will soon he iu motion for and within his Highness the 
Nizam’s territories. The Phansigars like the Pindaries 
of old, sally forth immediately after the Dessurah. 

It is proposed to station one of those Phansigar pri- 
soners at each of the undermentioned places, through 
which those plunderers must pass. A small guard of 
ten horsemen added to the local assistance to be had at 
the several places enumerated, will be quite sufficient to 
secure the prisoners that may be made. 

As the prisoners have pledged their lives to discover 
and detect all the Thugs and Phansigars that they may 
pass aloYig these roads, the arrangement and preparation 
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reqnired to e^isure success may be left to tbeir own 
adoption and approval. A pair of loose trousers to cun'- 
ceal a light form of chains on their feet is all that they 
require, with a decent looking jacket and lurhand. 

They intend taking post at some of (he Ciiowkics 
where Customs are collected, and they can bo attended 
hy two or three horsemen on fool, who will allow the 
Vhansigar.s who may bo pointed out in the first instance 
to pass the Chowkies, and afterwards apprehend them. 
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ToirnA nr.mnrks. 


Sendwab,. The Thuj's pas* lioncc <o Kaiwlcish, Poonah, &<: 

lioorhaitnoor, Several j^reat roails lead from iliis Town that 

* ' • ‘ • • ■ • ^ arc always crowdeil ivilli l’hanN>^ars. 

Mulkapoor, All the cross roads through Borar meet here. 

Adjuntah S Pass or Ghaut leads t(» Boorhanpoor aud 

* } fiindustan, 

Lackunvrarah This road is always frequented, and enumera- 

’ • * • • I murders have hecn |>ri'}ir;lraieil on »t. 

Bassim ^ 'I'his road is always frequented hy the Nandair 

i Phansigars. 

C Sovenil niad-^ meet, here much frequentcil hy 
Ajoorah. .,,,,,^1110 Phansigarh>^it also commands tlio Nagpooi* 

^ ioa<h 

Khanapoor also called j I'his place is mueh frequented, as many cross 
JMylaruin, ^ roads meet here 

C Several cross roads froin Porhnnncc, &e. meet 
Saiioo, ...a hcrc«»f.liiM place and Khanapi>or couimaud the 

V high road to Jnlnah from Hyderabad. 


T hope you will excuse the length of this letter, as I am 
hopeiul tliat some parts of the information it contains, 
regarding the Phansigars, may prove useful to Sir Charles 
Metcalfe in apprehending these murderers in Hi.s High 
ness the Nizam’s territory. 

1 have the honor to he, Sir, 

\ our most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) R. M. SIIKIIRIFF, Captain, 

S. A, C. General. 

Camp near Jaulnali, 13fJi Oct, 1823. 

Note.— T his paper waii Jjfst seen by me in 1S33. 

W. H. SLEEMAN. 
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A V P E N D 1 X U. 


TO TllJi: REGISTER TO TIIE FOl^JDARY 
ADAWLUT, 

Fort S r. Geou(;k. 

Sir, 

I Ia(c?Iy fuldressed to the Court ii letter 
uiult'r iUitc the 27lli December List, respeetiiig* Fa«- 

.’it'Oijars. 

A s it may be of use that the Court should possess all 
the iulbniiatiori that eaa be obtained res|>ectini'* the 
crimes committed by people of this description, I havo 
the honor herewith to transmit a translation of a Doclar- 
alioii of an Inrormer employed by me, and a t:o[»y of a 
Correspondence with the Magistrate of Masulipatam. 

I havo, i\c. 

(Signed) W. E. WIlKai J , 

Miffjisirale, 

Chilloor, 7'AUah (J{)url,\ 

Slat Januarji, 1810*. j 


TO THE MzVGlSTRATi: IN THE ZILLAII 
CIIITTOOR. 


Declaration given by Shaikh Madar, son of Futta 
Mahomed, aged about 30 years, a resident of Goda- 
tnaupuliy, in the Goornmeondah Talook, attached to tho 
Zillah of Cudapah, gains bis livelihood by cultivating 
lauds. 
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Pursuant to the orders of the Court, E and Shaikh 
Ehram, about five mouths ago, set out for the purpose 
of gaining information of the Fauscegars, and went to 
my village the said Godamaupiilly, and rcinaiuod there 
for eight days. From thence wo went to Nellore, by 
way of Ruobawade, Cudapah, Dongalannicanama and 
Baochiirdde Polnm, from whence having gained infor- 
mation, we went to Zoovaladinnah, by way ofFantaloor, 
and from thence we went to Gnntoor by way of Jlamia- 
patam, Carrood, IJaiipala, Chutrum, Cadaeoordoor, Cha- 
truin Sandole, and Pamacalvah, attached to the Zillah 
of Masnlipatam. Some travellers there told us, that 
aixatl five days berorc (about live months have now 
elapsed) a Sowar, and two Peons were coming from 
Masulipalain, with 3,000 rupees, when the said three 
persons wore murdered by Fauscegars near a tank, 
between Gollapnlly and MasnUpatani, and the rupees 
taken. Hearing of this circnni stance, wc from Giintoor 
went to Naloocondah, by way of Bellunicondah, Dasa- 
pnlly and Mereyaloogoody. On our enquiring there wc 
heard that the Fauscegars who had murdered the said 
Sowar and others were in the village of Zellalagoolu- 
pully. From thence we went to Zellalagoolnpnlly, and 
enquired there when wo found Decnagandoo (who is the 
adopted son of Davuljeegawn, who is now in jail at 
Salem) Daudagaudoo, younger brother of Dauviiljec, 
Abdul Hymen, and some other persons whoso names I 
am unacquainted with, who made their escape, when 
Vcorasawniy Naick came from Salem, and apprehended 
the said Dauvuljee about a year ago, in all about twenty 
persons. AVe asked the people of the said village who 
they wore, when they told us that they had come from 
the Honorable Company’s Territories to deal in cloths, 
whereupon, supposing that they would live in that place 
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for some days, wo returned about a monlli ago to our 
village by way ol' Sloreyaloo aiul the Dongalasany Paiis : 
v.’G remained a little time in our village, and have now 
come to you, 

Mark of Shiiik Mador, 

lakijji before mo. 

(Sig.ioJ) AY. K. WHIG 1 IT, 

Marjisfrafe. 


m/i DecemUr, 1 ^ 15 . 

Tnio Trans!atii»)i, 

(Signe.l) ir. DICKI^jVSON, A. M. 


T(l TIIK M.AGISTR/VTK I.\ TmiZFLr.Alt 
OF MASl LIPATAM. 

Sill, 

Tlio following is an Evlracl fioiu a Doclara- 
lion given before me. 

» One day about five inonlha ago, a Sowar and two 
Peons were coming on the road with 3000 rupees Iroiu 
Masuiipatam, and w'orc murdered near a tank between 
Masulipalarn and Gollapnlly, and the money tak(?n.” 

ATon will oblige me by informing me whether the cir- 
cumstance is true, and also whctlinr any oilier persons in 
yonr Zillab have been lately inis.sing (supposed to be 
murdered). 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. E. WRIGHT, 

Mai/is(rute. 

Zillah Court of Chittoor, f 
30t/. Decmler, 1815. > 
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TO THE MAGISTRATE IN THE^ZILLAH 
OF CIJITTOOR. 

Suf, 

Tn reply to jour letter of the 30tli ultimo, 
I enclose a Deposition wliicli contains the whole of the 
infonnalion that J have been able to obtain respecting 
the three persons who are supposed to have been mur- 
(lorotl, I uiii not aware that any other person belonging 
to this Zillah are missing. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. H. TOD, ^ 
MarfUlrafe, 

Mosulipatim ZlUa/f, Maffisfraies ) 

Office, 22(1 Januanj, 181(>. J 


.Devfarnlion f/icen by Autoomoory Gopnul KislnrtmaJi, 
son of Narsimmriho of ihe Ihunanoojiim Itellyioa, of 
the Comal y crt,s7, ayed 28 years, yuins his licelifiood by 
iradiny as a Shrojf of Narebcllepttl, 

For the lust eight years, the ShrotVs of the Polucull 
country have betMi always in the habit of sc’iiding Rupees 
t?} me to cliango for them into Pagodas which I returned 
to tliein : accordingly they scut the sum of 3,200 Rupees, 
of which 1,000 belonged to a IJauviah of Pulucull, 800 
to Sulaniily l 4 ucliooaiena Iloyaduo, and 1400 to Gaude 
Soobbunnah of V'alagavooroo, by Iw'o Peons, through one 
Cauiniali, older brotlier to the said Gaiulo Soobbunnah, 
for the purpose of their being changed for Pagodas : the 
said three persons, on the in->iuiug of Sunday, the 3d 
Sopteinbor 1815, corresponding with (he 30th or new 
moon of the month of Stravaiinah, of the year Evab, left 
PolacuU for Bunder, and on their way they passed* by the 
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Calepatam’s and travelled on from llienee until 
.set as far as a tank Ivin^^- between CI)iijna;^oIlapolnin 
and I*cddag‘ollap()lum, It is uncertain wliethcr they 
again moved from that place. Six day^ after (liey Ini'l left 
Polacidl, the owner of tlie properly sent to Jiie a Peon 
named Pellagopanloo, from Polacull, to know wlietlior 
the sail! persons had (josne to this place with the Rupees, 
when J told him liiat (hey had not come to this place. After- 
wards (lie owners of the property were informed hy per- 
sons who hud been in search of the thieves (hat (wo liours 
befortJ the Peons had passed (he CLdepatani’s ford, six 
persons of the Dopalaboya cast, iind two Peons of the Alus- 
sulman cast, had been seen passing tlio sai'l ford — (iioir 
names could not be discovered. Thinking tlnit T mii-ht 
lind a dead body buried, J searched anu)ng the frees and 
sand, but could iind none. Tiie Cooly Peons who brought 
the Rupees, and the brother of one of the owners of tho 
property, all resided in the said Polacull, with their wives 
and children, and were trustworthy persons. It is there- 
fore supposed that they could not have practised any 
fraud. 

(Signed) AIJTOOMOORY OOPAUL 
KLSTlVAMAJI. 

Jannarij 22, 181(>. 

Deposed before me at Mausilipatam, the 22d day of 
January, ISIG. 

(Signed) J. B. TOD, Ma/jislrate» 

TO THE MAGISTRATE, IN TIIEZILLAHOF 
MASULIPATAM. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter under date the 
22d instant, and send for your information a copy of a 
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Declaration given before me respecting the ainrder of the 
persons, mentioned hi the Declaration, wJiich accompanied 
your letter* 

As I believe gangs of murderers and robbers, called 
Fauscegars, not nnfrequenlly pass tbrough your zilluh, 
I. send lor your ini'orinatioii extracts of Letters and 
topics of Declarations which may bo of use, by enabling 
you to give such orders to your Police, us may lead to 
the discovery of some persons of this description. 

There is no doubt that the murder mentioned in (he 
Declarations aelnally took place. 

A gang of Fauscegars generally carry with them a 
Pickaxe and Mamofy to dig holes in which 1o bury iho 
bodies of the murdered, by which it may be possible some- 
times to discover tlu'se people. 

1 Jiuve the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
(SlgiKd) W. E. WRIGHT, 

Mafjlstrale* 

%iU(ih Court of CffUloor,^ 

81 Jattuartf, IS 10, C 


Extract of a Letter from the Magistrate of the Zillak 
of Chittoor to the Register to the Fovjclarry Adaw-' 
fat, dated Glh December 1801). 

1. The Records of Trials before Ibo Courts of Circuit 
must have given to the Foujdarry Adawlut iuformation 
respecting those extraordinary associations of persons 
called Fauseegars (so called from the manner in which 
they put their victims to death) who take extensive jour- 
nics under the disguise of travellers for the purpose of 
committing murders aud robberies ; these assoeikions^ 
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which consist chiefly of Moormen, were formerly ex- 
tremely numerous, particularly in the Cliittoor Pollums 
and some parts of the Ceded District ; a gang* some- 
times consisting of from thirty to forty persons, who used 
to divide into small parties of about ten or twelve 
persons, and each party taking different routes. They had 
fixed places of rendezvous in advance, where they all 
met and divided their booty, and again prosecuted their 
journey in the same way. The Faiiseogars received 
encouragement and protection from petty Polegars and 
headmen of villages who shared in their plunder, and 
fathers brought np their children to murder and rob, 
which constituted a regular profession by which many 
families subsisted from generation to generation. 

2. Tho extension of the Company’s Government and 
the attention paid to the Police of the country has 
checked in a considerable degree this inhuman practice. 
There arc now seldom so many persons in a gang as 
formerly. The plans of the Fauseegars are now less 
systematic and they are frequently obliged to change 
their places of abode, but they arc still niimerons, and a 
great number of murders are committed by them every 
year in the Company’s territories. 

3. The release, within the last three years, of many 
persons belonging to these associations from the prisons 
in tho Ceded District, and the jail of Chittoor, has 
tended to encourage the Fauseegars ; they have become 
acquainted with the form of trial they will undergo if 
apprehended, and the nature of the evidence necessary to 
convict them; many of them are now aware that they have 
only to deny the crime with the commission of which 
they are charged, and that they arc certain of escaping. 

10. I am particularly impressed with the necessity of 
some oxtraordinary means being adopted to suppress 

3 p 
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these associations and lo bring to justice thef* members of 
Iheiii, but on vSO important a subject it is with great 
difiidence 1 submit my sentiments to the Court. 

11. It is only necessary lo con;:!ider the habits of the 
Fuuscegars lo be convinced of <he extreme difticulty of 
discovering and convicting them, and how iniidcqiiate the 
ordinary measures of police and the operation of the 
present laws are for eflocting those objects ; the scene of 
their crimes is always out of their ov/n district and 
seldom within thirty miles of their usual places of abode; 
they are sometimes absent from their homes for several 
months together and take journeys of many hundred 
miles ; their victims arc generally travellers with whose 
cirotimsiances they become acquainted at public dioullries ; 
they frequently change their names, and sometimes go 
by several names, the latter to prevent detection ; they 
murder their victims at a distance from towns or largo 
villages, in public roads leading throngb jungles or 
uncultivated land in which they bury their bodies ; they 
sometimes lake with them some of their children (boys 
under twelve years age) the less to attract nolice and 
suspicion ; the headman of the gang sometimes rides on 
a horse and they have generally wilh them some Bullocks 
or Tattoo Ponies to carry the plundered properly, and by 
these means they more readily pass for merchants, the 
character they frequently assunuj ; a gang is always 
sulliciently numerous to allow of several persons belong- 
ing to it being stationed at a short distance from the 
places where their victims are put to death, to give alarm 
in case of the approach of danger ; they never commit a 
robbery unaccompanied with murder; they first strangle 
their victims and then plunder them. 


(Signed) W. E. WRIGHT. 
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Extract of Utter from the Miajutraie of Chittoor to 
the Secretart/ to Gorernmenl In the Judicial Depart- 
ment y dated l.st Juhf 1812. 

30, VVitli respect lo (lie crime of murder by Fuusee- 
gnrs if is not possible for any Magistrate to say bow much 
it prevails in bis ^illali in consequence of tlie precautions 
taken by those pcopI(3 of burying the bodies of the mur- 
dered. Soon at ter iny appointment, a largo gang of Fauseo- 
gars (many of whom lived in this zillah) wore discovered 
and a[)|)rehended on their return lo their homes from a 
journey they ha'I made to tlic Travancoro country, where 
ih(?y hud eonnnitled nuinorons murders and brought homo 
a rich booty in money and goods of all sorts ; since that 
period particular ombuivors have hoeii made to discover 
any Fauseegars residing in (his zillah ; a few have been 
apprehended, some convicted mid others have left the 
zillah ; many of (he Faiiseegars who have been brought to 
trial here were not inhabitants of (he zillah. At present I 
say with some degree of confidence, that (here arc now 
living in the zillah vi^ry few, if any, Fauseegars, who have 
lately committed oliVnees, but that murders are occasionally 
committed by Fauseegars in this zillah as in every other 
in the country cannot ho dotibteeb In JSIO the bodies of 
three Hindoo merchants were accidentally found buried 
a short distance from A'ellore, which they left one morning 
very early on their way to Salem where they lived. From 
information received there is reason to believe the Fausee- 
gars followed them from Madras (where they bad been 
Muth Merchandize) before they found an opportunity of 
murdering them. It may be generally said there is no dis- 
covering Fauseegars while travelling, though a few 
months ago a gang of eleven persons were fortunately 
apprehended travelling through (he zemiudary of Calastry, 
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one or two of thorn having been recognized^ by a Police 
Thanadar as having been before in the Jail of Chittoor 
for the same crime. Pardons which have lately been given 
by Government to several of these people have had a most 
beneficial effect. About forty Fauseegars are now in this 
Jail, of whose guilt (though they have been acquitted) not 
a shadow of doubt exists; many more have been appre- 
hended in Ciuldapah ziliah, and many have fled from it ; 
many have also escaped from Salem into the Mysore 
country, where I have lately had some reason to suppose 
that a good many Fauseegars who have left the Company’s 
territories, have taken up their temporarary residence. 

31. It is not possible to conjecture with any degree 
of accuracy what number of persons have annually fallen 
victims in the Company’s terrilorics to the barbarous 
practices of Fauseegars. That for the last four or five years 
(to 1811) they have amounted to several hundred each 
year I have no doubt, but it is certain that formerly a 
much greater number of persons were annually killed by 
Fauseegars. This account will not perhaps appear exagge- 
rated if it he admitted (and the fact has been proved) that 
there are many considerable gangs of these people who 
live by murder and robbery; if it should be objected that 
we seldom hear of persons being murdered or missing, it 
must be recollected that it is only in cases of large sums of 
money being lost (as when Lieutenant Blackston’s people, 
seven in number, were murdered, and a thousand Pagodas 
taken) that enquiry is excited respecting missing people. 
It is travellers only who are murdered, and many of them 
poor people whose disappcrance is probably never men- 
tioned out of their own families, who may not attribute 
their death to the true cause. They murder oven Coolies, 
Palanquceu boys, Fakeers and Byragees — no one escapes 
whom they have an opportunity of murdering — the chance 
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is that every «maQ has a rupee or two about him in moury 
or cloths, and with them the most trifling sum is a sufli- 
cient inducement to commit murder. The property of the 
eleven persons lately murdered by the gang apprehended 
in the zemitidary of Calustry did not exceed in value 
thirty Pagodas, and though several of their bodies were 
found, none of the friends have been discovered. 

(Signed) W. E. WRIGHT. 

TO THE MAGISTRATE IN THE ZILLAII OF 
CHITTOOR. 


Ditclaralion yiven by Shailc Madar of Gooliapaliam, in 
the Talook of Vauvelpaudy^ of district of Cnddapah^ 
aged ahoul 35 years* 

That is to say, 

1. My father named Futta Mahomed, was employed 
as a Cuttoobady Peon for a long time by Paupe Naick, 
Poligar of the said Goottapaliam. I went to Seringa- 
patam and was employed in the service of the Sultan in 
a battalion for about five years. After which on tliat 
country being taken possession of by the Company, I was 
discharged, and returned to my father at the village of 
Goottapaliam : afterwards 1 and my father cultivated 
land and attended to Cuttoobady duties ; about six years 
ago, my father died, Mr. Mnnro, who was Collector 
of that country, jufled (resumed) the Cuttoobady lands, 
and we became cultivators in that village. About live 
years ago, Gidda Bada Cawn, one Daudavala BadaCawo, 
one Fakeerab, one Ooneyab, four persons with their fami« 
lies came from Cullore to the said village of Goottapaliam, 
for the purpose of living there, and asked the Poligar 
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Paupe Naick to give them sonic ground# for building 
houses upon, telling him they were merchants and 

traders ho accordingly gave them some ground in a 
little village called Oollapully. attached to Gootapaliani, 
whore they accordingly built houses and resided. 

2. Being on very friendly terms with them, they 
asked mo to borrow four Poollies of Grain any where and 
to give it to them, and as I considered them from their 
appearance to be merchants and credilalile persons, I 
borrowed the (arain from an inhabitant named Ghere- 
gevoddy, and gave it to them. 

3. Ab»)nl three months after, these four persons pre- 
pared for a journey, saying they wore going tf) trade in 
the Ifydorabad country. 1 a.skod tlioiii for the price 
of .the Grain which I had borrowed on ibeir account, to 
which they replied they would give it as soon as they 
returned. I consented, and they w ent off and returned to 
the village after three months absence, and paid mo the 
money whicdi was due to me; after remaining there for 
about three months, they again made preparation for a 
journey, telling mo they were going towards Bellary for 
the purpose of getting employment ; they called me and 
said the women are living in our houses and if you 

w'jII lend whatever they re(|uirc for their expenses we 

will repay you as soon as we return.” I accordingly 
during their absence lent the women two PooUies of Graiu. 
About four mouths afterwards they returned to the village, 
when I asked them for the price of the Grain, and they 
said they were unable at present to give it, but would 
pay me by and by. They delayed doing so for three 
months and I continued to importune them for pay- 
ment: at this time a Jemadar nameui Fakeer Mahomed 
(who is not present) came to them from Nerrabayeloo, 
and seeing me pressing them to pay, promised tnat he 



( 311 ) 


would pay to\i llieii), and for this purpose ho took me with 
him to a villa}»e called Nerrabayeluo, and after that to 
J tanadar Madar Sail), sou of Chargul Kinamn!)oy, at a 
village called Coley Multoor, in the district of Diir- 
niapoory, where I and Fakcer ]Mahoni(3d leiiiaiiicd in 
his (Madar Sahib’s) house for fifteen days. 

Tippoo Gaiidoo, Zimmo Gainloo, Faud Cawn, Saib 
Cawn, Deeiia Gandoo, Condacani Futla, and ten otlier 
persons (whose names 1 do not recolloi.-t) of Caley Alut- 
toor and other villages, and Fakoer Mahomed of Ner- 
rabayeloo, united into a gang in the house cd* Jemadar 
Madar Saib, and Fakeer Mahomed told mo that “he and 
“ Jemadar Madar Saib and the others intended to go (o 
“ the Trichinopoly country for the purpose of procuring 
“ property by killing people by Fauseo (strangling), and 
** promised that if I would go and obey their directions 
“ 1 should be paid mojithly four rupees.'' 

(J. 1 laving consented to what he proposed wc all 

assembled the next day, and at three o’clock a. m. left 
the said Coley run tloor and passing .Diirnmpoory on the 
road to Trichinopoly wc arrived at a Choultry situated 
near a village called Deevettyputly, in the Talook of 
Salem. Tlie day before we arrived, Mahomed Cawn, his 
son lloossaue Cawu, both of whom are now before the 
Court, and Causceram, Cheiigoorani, Mancrum, Parasoo- 
ram, Lutcheram, and five or six persons whose names I 
do not recollect, and who are not present, came and halted 
at that Choultry ; afterwards Fakeer Mahomed asked 
the said lloossanc Cawn where he hud been and what he 
had procured ? To which he answered, “ we killed two 
“ Committies near a village called Vaurabaniullah, in the 
“ country of Madura, and have brought 300 Sauvara 

Causooloo (or pure gold coin) — this I heard.” 

7. The two gangs of Fauseegars remained together 
there that night, and after lump light a Bramin with some 



312 ) 


things apoD a white horse came to the CboaUry on his way 
from Serlngopatani to Tricliinopoly. The said Floosaae 
Cawn, Neerabayeloo and Fakeer Mahomed advised him 
to halt as we also were all going to Trichinopoly and would 
accompany him in ike morning, to which he consented and 
halted there : during the night the said Hoossane Cawn, 
Fakeer Mahomed and Chingooram killed the Bramin 
and took the horse, twenty Star Pagodas and sundry other 
articles found npon him, and the two gangs having divided 
the property gave me one rupee, telling me it was on 
account of my wages. Afterwards two or three persons 
(whose names I do not recollect) of Mahomed Cawn’s 
gang took the corpse and went away, saying they would 
bury it in the inner part of a Tank situated near Devetty- 
putty. After their departure I went to sleep, and the next 
morning these three persons told me that they had dis« 
posed of the body as proposed in the Tank, after which 
Mahomed Cawn^s gang went away, saying they w«re going 
to Neerabayeloo. 

8. We set out from thence and proceeding on the 
road to Namacull with the iutcntioii of going to Triclii- 
* nopoly, halted in Choultry near a little village, situated 
about four or six miles distant on the other side of 
Namacull, where another gang of Fauseegars, consisting 
of Gala Ernam, Harala, and Hoossane, who are now be- 
fore the Court, and Aliem Khan, Esmatl Cawn, Vencata- 
ramdoo, and three persons, whose names I do not recol- 
lect, and who are not present, joined us. Fakeer Mahomed 
asked the said Cala Emam what country be had visited 
and what he had procured? He answered, we have been 
** towards Madura and procured nothing.” Fakeer 
Mahomed said, we are going towards Trichinopoly, come 
with ns to which Cala Emaiu and the other parsons 
attached to 'him consented, and we remained theVe that 
day ; the next morning three Canada people come to the 
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place, and Cala Emam enquired their destinatioD. They 
c!ai(l they wore coming’ Trom Maclwarow Taseeldar of 
Bangalore, for the purpose of going to Caroor Caungayeuu 
lie proceeded witli them about eight miles to the other side 
of Namacuil, but as we had notan upportanily of strang- 
ling them within that distance, werc3turncd again and halted 
in a Chotiltry sitnatod near a Tank near Natnacull and 
remained there three (lays. The three Caiuida pcTfeplo 
returned by the same road, and we saw and followed them. 
Tln'v stopl in a Choultry situated round a Church of Mauree 
Annaii, in the village of Tan roopuUy and we went to them 
and told them that we also were going to Bangalore, and 
ail lodged together on very friendly termis>. 

JX A minute afterwards two Sepoys, one of them a 
M oor and the other of the Baija cast, came and lodged in 
the same Choultry, on their way from IXydrabad to Aut- 
tumputy. The Caiiura people, Sepoys and ourselves re- 
mained there that night, and at throe o\dock in the morn- 
ing Cala Emam and Ilarala lloossane, who are now before 
tlu? Court, ami All cm Cawn, Saib Cawn, Condacara 
Futla and three, others, whose names I do not re- 
collect, and myself, got up and awoke the Sepoys, telling 
them we were going to AuUurnpuUy and asked them to 
go. Tliey accordingly sot out with us and proceeded as 
far as a dry water-cojirsc near a Buttee garden, in the 
ueighboiirhood of that village, where we stopt and pro- 
posed smoking our Hookas, to which they agreed. Shortly 
afterwards wo strangled them and took Cloths, three 
(Jold Rings, 20 Star Pagodas, in ready cash, found 
upon them, and having buried them in a dry water- 
course, we returned to the remaiadcr of our people who 
were in the Choultry at IVlaurce Ancah, (Church) near 
Tarooputty. When we were about t6 set out from tbeucc 
the three Canara people left that place, and we followed, 

2 q 
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jninerl them, and went as iar as the innepjpart of a lake? 
near A^ralmrnni, v hich is situated between Tarouputty 
and Dovctlyputly, where we strangled them, and look 
four or live seers of Turnierick, Jive or six Rupees 
and Clothes, atnl tying the bodies as bundles in 
blanki?ts we carried them to a Ilanornnntaroy^s Church 
in a jungle, near Tapoor Canania (or pass), where wo 
buried them. 

10, From Ihonco wo went to a little village on this 
side of Anrlaviind CotOdi, ami hailed, when Cala Kinam 
and Marnhi Ijossane, who are now before fho Court, 
and A limn Cawn, Saih Cawn, Tismall Cawn, Veucata- 
rnnidoo, ami thretMjlIiors, (whose names 1 do not roeollert) 
took lli( ir sliares and Avonf. av/ay, saying they were going 
to tlmir village (rrjotarul. 

i !• l^'rom thence wo wcjit t*> iM'adoo, and from tlicnco 
along the i*o:id leading to Sattoamungalnm, when three 
Jlaljavars, with lOD Ils., wlio were proceeding iVoin 
Stfringapalaiu to Tricliinopoly, came up ; we joined 
ajul wont with thoni as far a:: a dry waiov-course near 
Ciiinna M:da, wln i'c wo strangled them, took the 100 Us., 
Clothe?, a i u llidlock, found upon them, and huried the 
bodies in the water-course*. 

1^?, 0 (lion rclurmul toward.^ Eradoo, and arrived at 

a Choultry in a Tope on the side of the village of Chittadoo, 
and whore wo renvained three days : on the evening of 
the third day two llaneyan Merchants and silver belted 
Peons caino and halted in the Choultry, on their way from 
Pavanogoodiil to C(*imhootoor, and remained there that 
night. The next morning they set oat and we proposed 
lu companying them to Coimbootoor, for the purpose of 
purchasing cloths. After proceeding a short distance we 
came to a dry water-course, where we strangled them, 
and Hook Veeraioy fanams, amounting to about Star 
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Tagodas 2500, sonu> Cloths, &c. and the silver Belt, bury - 
ing the bodies in llie ilry water-course. Selling out from 
thence wc arrived at Baljarpiitty, where lli(‘y divided 
the residue of Iho ])roper(y, and the said Fakeer iMalio- 
med paid mo the wages which were tiue to iu(\ 

13. Afterwards all llu; persons, except myself, wont 

away to tlicir rospoclive villages. 1 roinainod in the iiousc 
of Ksmoil at Devotfypnlly for a period of two moulhs. 
Mullock: tJawu aod FuUa Cuwn, who arc now rxdVrre 
the Court, and Cawn ami Sail> Cawii, who are 

not present, came to .Devctfypuify where 1 was. I 
aske'd tliom where they had been { They said “ We have 
boc*n to Trichinopoly and procured properly by Tau- 
seegnroo, — we are now returning to our village Nerra- 
buyeloo, come witli us to your village.” 

14. We then sol out. in company and coming near a 
Tamarind Tope and well in the jungle near Tapoor 
Canama or Pass, saw a Bramin sitting, whoni wo killed 
and buried in an old W('ll near that place; wo found on 
him Tumhalls, Cloths, and S Rs. in reiuly cash, which 
we diviiled (and from thence procoedcvl as far as Diirmu- 
poory, from whence Alullock Cawu and enheri?) who 
were with me, went to their village, and when I was 
returning by the road leading to )iiy village, 1 saw 8ail> 
Cawn, Esmall Cawn, Munja and his wife, in all four 
persons, oflJada Baljurputtoo, coming near Chiuna Bal- 
jurputtoo, and I asked tlicui whence they wore coming; 
they answered, we have been to B.oyacotah, returning 

from thence met a Bramiti of Benares, carrying a 
“ Cauvedeo to llamaswarum, whom we killed and found 

upon him 380 Aushral'ee (gold coins), wldcli wo took 
‘‘ and arc now going to our village ” They went away to 
their village accordingly. 
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15. Tbe persons who used to go witb> the gang of 
Nerraboycloo are about twenty in number, living in 
villages of Podala, Podakaners, IJoppene and Gollaputtv, 
ill the district of Combom. 

IG. Besides those Pauseegars who are now before the 
Court, I can seize many others and produce them in the 
Court with proofs. 

17. The wife of Fakeer Mahomed of Nerraboyaloo, 
who is not present, told me, that her husband and some 
others of that village killed three Sowcar’s people in iho 
road leading from Conjevaram, Pondiehery, and brought 
Paiivtdc, or now douLdc Pagodas, of seven rupees value 
each. 

18. About three years ago, a person name Fakeer 
Naeckoodoo scizetl Modecn, who is now present, Akcmeri 
Cawn, who is dead, Azza Cawn, Umam Cawn, Sheikh 
Emam and Mahomed lloosaue, who are now in confine- 
ment in Jail of the Court of Cuddapali, and about ten 
other persons whose names I xio not recollect, and niystdf, 
and can jed us to the Court of Codecondat. In the niean 
time, as that Court was abolished and included in tho 
zillali Court of Cuddapah, wc were sent to that Court, and 
when we were examined, as wo did not declare the truth 
respecting our liaving been concerned in the Fausee 
trade, some of ns were released. 

19. About twenty days ago when I went to Gottapa- 
liam for the purpose of discovering Fauseegars, i heard 
that the gang of Baudavala, BadaCawn aud others of that 
village liad gone towards Bellary by way of Cuddapali for 
tho purpose of Fauscegareo. 

20. And I also heard thai part of a gang of Fausee- 
gars of Nerraboyeloo had gone towards Bunder or Masu- 
lipataui for the same purpose. 
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121. Resp^clin;^ Ihe Fauseo«*ars and dieir procendiiigs 
this is all i kaow <o the bc\st of my i‘ot‘(>!loc(ion, 

(Marked) SH AiK M A U All, 
Sworn to before ino, 1st I'Vbriiarv, 181 1, 

(Si-ncd) >V. E. WIMGIIT, 

Mafjislrale. 

(A true Iranslalioa,) 

(Signed) SKF. JIOJC.EA , 

A v.s - f u i) i Maf! h t ra [ ^?. 


TO TIJE MAtilSTilATl!: 


JN TJfr: ZILfiAlI 


OF CiriTTOOK. 


Declaration of Yerrof/tmdoo, son of Yerramareddff of 
Buiidraputhf, in the Talook of Mat/nndl, attached to 
Chittoor PolIa7Hs, (tfjed about IG years. 

1. When iny mother and father died during the famine 
which occurred about four years ago, I went in search of 
a livelihood to a village called Nerrahoyeloo, in theTalook 
of Gooruincondah, attached to ihezillahof Cuddapah, and 
lodged during the night at the house of a pot- maker 
named Moosaluiiab. The next morning Mahomed Cawn, 
who is now before the Court, (of Nerrahoyeloo) saw and 
asked me who I was and from whence I came, T told 
him how I was situated, and that 1 came there in search 
of employ, that ho promised me clothes and mairitainance* 
1 accordingly remained with him and worked as ho 
directed me. 

3. Some time after Mahomed Cawn, his son llos- 
sane Cawn, Sheik Husscu, Sheik Ifoossane, Sheik Futta, 
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Slieikjee, his son Goodooboy, Yacoob, Si‘'?d Eniam, Ins 
elder brother Sied Modeen, Ullah Bucksb, and Madar, 
who are now before the Court, and Aub Cawn, Saib 
Cawn, Einam Saib, and some other persons, about 7 in 
Dumber, (whose names I do not recollect) and who are 
DOW run away, of villajje of Norraboyeloo, assembled with 
the intention of goings to the Tun tepn tree country, 

JVJahomed Cawn desired me to g-o also, and as I was 
employed iu his house, I took a package with him; we 
all sot out from Norraboyeloo and were going along llic 
road leading to Tauteputree, when we met a Palanquin 
boy in the road whom Maliomcd Cawn (piestioned as 
to where ho was going, to which tlui boy replied 1 came 
with a Gentleman’s Paian(|nin, but being seized witli fever 
and unable to walk, I am going on slowly towards Gottoe, 
in the hope of meeting the Gcullenian there. Malunnod 
Cawn said he would go also ; so wo all set out and arri ved at 
a river’s side situated near Tauteputroe, where iliey kilI»Ml 
the Palanquin hoy and look three rupees, cloilis, 
found upon liim, and threw the body into the river. We all 
went from thence to tlie town of Tautepntree, and wore 
proceeding from thence along the road loading to Cudda- 
pab, w’ben we saw a Moorman with a bullock, who was 
going along the road near a village called Padatoor. We 
went with him a short distance, and they killed him by 
Fausee, and taking the bullock, one rupee, and cloths 
found upon him, buried the body in a dry water-course, 
wLicli was near. 

4, Wo then loft the Cuddapah road, and went along 
the road leading to Buudur, (or Masulipatam,) when wc 
were joined by about ten persons, who were concerned 
with another gang of Faiiseegars, Shortly afterwards, wo 
saw two Rajpoots, near a village called Paretaul, who 
were going to Bundur from llydrabad; from tiience the 
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f of ljauseegars accoiiipauicd them as far asavil- 

lag^'caliecl Mbrainpiikn, wlioro they killed tluMii by Tausec^ 
and took a l.ir^o red Jlare, 20 or ?50 piceos of Cloths, 
4 Piigodas, 100 Rs. in ready casii, 2 silver Finger 
Kings, 2 Swortls, 2 Fir('Ioeks, A (^dirinl)oo5:, 1 Tain- 
bahwn, and 2 Tapalics ; the bodies v/erc buried in a 
liver Aviiieh was near. Of these; things, one Sword and 
one Tambahmi are now before the Court — the other 
things were proportionaidy divided lielween the two 
gangs of r’anseegar.s. VVe all went from thence to Kaja- 
ijiinulry and arrived at a ("itonllry, and aTank (about four 
inile.>) on this sidv^ of Knud nr where two Cvollars an<l 
one Moorman hiul lialiod ; we went to them and from 
thence prococded together as Jar as too sea side, when 
they killed them by Fansee and took 1000 Us. found upon 
the <f<dlars, and 100 Jls. found upon the Moorman, and 
10 or 20 pieces of jacked cloths, ami buriml the bodies 
in a hole; the |)ic;eos of jacket cloths were tied in this 
s<|nare wuk cloth, nov/ btdoro the Court ; as llie village 
at which the Collars ami Moorman wore expected to 
arrivt', is lei I one day’s march from the village which 
they liail leM, fearing that a search would he instituted 
by their relations, we left lliat road without going to 
Ijiimiur. 

5. After this, all except myself, went towards the 
Ilvdrabad couati y, hut ilaiiomed Cawn told me to go 
back to tin; village. I acconlingly returned to the village 
of Neiraboyeloo, and ro?naiiuMl tliere for one month, at 
which time a jiersou iiamod limam, who is not present, 
prepared to go on with the intention of joining Muiiomed 
Cawn and liis gang, and Mahomed Cawn’s wife asked 
me to go with liiuain for the purpose of dressing hor 
husband's victuals. 
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I accordingly went with him and Mahomed 

Cawn near a village called l^edoogooralloo, situated in 
the road leading Ironi Bundur to Madras ; w here the}" wont 
or what they procured by Fausee after I left them, [ 
know not. From thence wc all wont towards Madras and 
fell in with three Mogulvalloos, (or Moormen) who were 
going to Mf'idras with cloths, &c. from llydrabad. We went 
with them a short distance and then killed them by Fausee ; 
some valuable white Cloths, one Keenkhaub Jule, a Bed, 
a large Horse, and about 100 Savnaracasaloo (or pure 
gold casluj'j) were found upon them ; these wo took and 
buried the bodies in a dry water-course — of those tilings, 
Iho Keenkhaub Jule is now present in the Court. 

After this, Sied Emaui and his elder brother, Sied 
Modeon, took five or six men out of those who are now 
bolore Ihtj Court whose names I do not recollect, and 
went towards Bundur. 1 remained with Mahomed Cawn 
and others, at a villages situated near the place wIkmo 
the Mogulvulloos were killed, and at this place the otlicr 
gang separated from us, having first received their just 
shai o of the stolen property. 

8. A few (lays after this, Sied Emarii and others 
returned, when 1 heard Sied Emam tcdl Mahomed Gawri, 
that they had killed a Mogulmau near llydrabad, and 
Mahalaubeo Topics, a white Horse, and 10 Rs. found 
upon the boy; of those things, that white Horse and two 
Mcdiiitauboo Topics or Caps, are now present in the Court, 

y. After this Sied Emam and ourselves aosembled 
and went from thence towards Madras, and on the road 
to Madras wo saw a iialjavur man w'ith a Horse, one ser- 
vant, and two Bramins, who were going from Madras to 
llydrabad ; this was about one day’s inarch from Pedoo- 
gooralloo, aud they killed them by Fausee (by strangling), 
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fiuriotl them ir| a dry waler-conrse near that place, and took 
2 Jainukanalis, 1 i>laek horse, 5 Jumbal Is, 1 Coosoomba 
or n?d lurbaiul, I Vutttnclioo Dovateo or cloth, 1 Patiin- 
choo red cloth, I Patiiiichoo black cloth or Sio cloths, 100 
llydrahad Rupees, and J wooden box. I was present 
when all those things were taken, of which the two Jama- 
kaiuhs and 1 Patunchoo cloth are now before the Court 
— know their description. 

10. We afterwards v/eiit and remained at Madras 
one night, and were going to Poudichery, where three 
persons belonging to a Sowcar, were convoying Pauvcie 
(new double) Pagodas in fw<» purses, and passing near a 
Choultry, situated upon a Sea Caiirecs (salt rivers) side 
hetweoii Madras and Pondichery, where the gang 
killed iluun by Fausee, ami took the Pagodas and cloths, 
found upon them, and buried the bodies on (he spot. 

it. About six months ago, we returned to the said 
village of Ncrraboyeloo ; besides those things which were 
divided before, they divided io the said Alahomod 
Cawifs house, all the other cloths, horses, and ready 
cash, &c., which were procured by killing persons by 
Fausee, but did not give me any share. ^ 

12. . When they were dividing the property 2 Pauvele 
Pagodas fell down which I look up and gav<? into the 
hands of Coommara, or Polmaker Moosaleniia of Nerra- 
boyeloo, with the inteution of giving them into the hands 
ofniy elder brother* 

13. I will point out as far as 1 am able the things 
which are deposited with such and such persons by 
these persons now before the Court, but 1 do not 
recollect the names of the persons who keep the things* 

14. Subsequently Goodooboy and Madar, who aro 
now before the Court, Mahomed Cawn's sondn-law, Laal 
Cawu^ and six persons, whose names I do not recollect, 

2 R 
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siDil who are not present, assembled and prepared for a 
strangling expedition ; this was about a mouth ago, when 
Mahomed Cawri told me to take and carry tlie package 
ot the said Madar, and having taken the package we all 
lelt Norrnboycloo, and went by way of Channel Ghaut, 
a little distance eastward, from whence Madar and 
Goodoohoy returned, the omens not being favorable. I 
also returned with them. The other persons proceeded 
with the intention of going to the Pondichcry country 
hy way of A root. When wo were vc turning towards 
Nerrahoyeloo, Eitnun Nuik, the Tlianadar, seized ns in 
INaiigapulIa Channel Ghaut, and asked us (o point out 
flio Pansej'gars, to which I aiid Gadamanepnily Madur 
Sail), who is now before the Court, consented, and pointed 
out the Fauseegars. who arc now brought to the Court, 
the others, about sixteen in niiniher, ran away. 

15. The Fauscegars who joined ns when we went; 
in the Biiiidur road as ahoveincnlioned, and those who 
were concerned with these gongs are living in four vil- 
lage.s called Fadala, Patacanoor, Hchelly and Oolla|>utiy, 
in the Talook of Cumhoin, sittaciied to ihc Ziilalt of ( -ud- 
dapah. They now and then used to join the said Mu- 
homed Cawn, his .s«ni Iloossano Cawn, and others^ (who 
are now before the Court) in their strangling expeditions, 
and divided the property thus procured. Their names are 
Caudavala lloossano Sail), Oonegagaudoo, his younger 
brother Einani Sail), Aul Cawn, and about twenty per- 
sons, whose names are unknown to me. I am ready to 
point out all those persons, 

16, When some of the people of the Cambora gang 
joined us as aforesaid, I lieard llounoorgaudoo tell 
Mahomed Cawn and others, that they had killed 1 Su- 

badar, I Jemadar, and 1 Ilavildar, and a dog, which 

was with them within one day’s march of Ellore, and 
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'Mook the bullock, cloths, and some ready cash, found 
'' upon them, and that nows of these murders having’ 
spread, a search has been iiistiluted for the murderers.” 
They therefore advised us not to visit that part of the 
country. 

(Marked) YRHIIOGAU 1)00. 
Tal^eu hr fore me, 1st Februan, ISIf, 

(Signed) W. K. WllIGlTT, 

Macfhirale. 

('rriie Translation,') 

(Signed) SliF. Mt)NKY, 

u ] s$ t. Mag is f rn I 

TO THE MAGISTRATE IN THE ZILLAII OF 
ClIlTTOOll. 


iVccoy^// Dt^clamllou gii:en hy Yerrogaiuhn}, aged ahout 
IG gears. 

That is to say — 

1- Four persons were passing \noar Parclaul in (ho 
road to Ehraniputen, on (heir way from Rajatnundry to 
Golocondah, when the Fawscegars strangled and buried 
them in a dry water-course which was near, and took 
some Doodies, and Dooganies, and cloths, found upon 
the bodies. 

2. Two Comettios and one Moorman, wore pas.Gng 
a village called Nagaracnl, on their way from Madras 
to Ilydrabad, when the Fauseegars followed them a little 
distance to a dry water-course, situated between Naga* 
racul ^nd a village called Iluttaralagam, there killed 
them by Fausce and buried them in the water-course ; 
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a Mack and white coloured Jamakanah^ a ^ilk Panndani, 
(a purse to keep boelle-nuts in) 2 Rs. in ready cash, 
2 Patuuclioo (or silk bordered) cloths worn by them, and 
1 white Cumbly, some Tapalies, and Cheraboos, (or 
pots) were ibnnd upon the bodies. Of those things the 
black and white coloured Jainakanah, is present in the 
Court. 

3. A person was passings along the road about one ni ilc 
on this side of Nagaracul, coming to Ilydrabad, the Fan- 
seegars killed him and took one Gungasagarum Dhotie (a 
sort of cloth) 1 pistol, 30 rupees in ready cash, and two black 
Cumblies, fouud upon him, and buried the body in a dry 
walcr-cour.se which was near. Of those articles one line 
black Cumbly is present in the Court — the pistol is at 
Nerraboyeloo, in the house of Yacoob, who is now prc.sent. 

4. J forgot to mention these circumstances in loy 
first declaration. 

5. The white bullock which was fouud with a Moor- 
man who was killed near Touteputreo, is now at Nerra- 
boyeloo, in thehou.se of Mahomed Cawn, who is now be- 
fore the Court. 

6. It is customary for the Fauseegars to pretend 
friendiship for travellers, and going with them a short dis- 
tance, to^ strangle them with their Dholies* When the 
cloth is thrown round the neck, the travellers are seized 
by their leg.s, and kicked upon their private parts, and 
their dead bodie.s are cut opeu, and the limbs divided, to 
preventtheir swelling, and cmittiDg a smell through the 
fjreviccs formed iu the ground. This smell would attract 
Jackals, and they would dig dewn upon the bodies, which 
.Would thereby be discovered. It is also the custom of 
the Fauseegars to select a man especially to cut the 
corpse so, and to give him an additional share, of the 
plundered property. 
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7. The reil liorsc(witli a white spot in the face), found 
upon two Rajpoot men who wore killed near Khrampetten, 
is a mare, and she is now present in Court. 

8. Tlio said Mahoinod Cawri’s cultivating servant 
named Nullo Iloussane, who is now living at Nerra- 
bojoloo, was wilh the gang of Fausoegars, wdfh whom I 
went. 1 forgot to mention his name In the first declara- 
tion given by me. 

9. It is tlie c\istom of Fanseegars <o show signs by 
the liands and speak Bundoocuttoo Mantaloo, (words 
unknown by any others) ; for instance, if the hand is put 
upon the whiskers, the moaning is, be courageous, do not 
fear; yon must not reveal, I shall not. 'fhe meaning of 
the word mikurkr, is one (hoiisutul. 

10. I said before that when the gang of Fauseegars 
went a second time, Goodooboy and Madar Saib loft 
llicm and returned to (heir village, in conseqiienco of an 
ajfascoonitm, (or bail omen) ; these omens were a black 
crow bitting upon a d<jad tree, and without making the 
usual noise with his nose called '‘leer,” and Goodooboy’s 
turban touched the branch of a tree and fell olf; if they 
had paid no attention to these two omens, they suppos- 
ed that though they might escape in one place, they would 
lose their lives in some others: 1 heard them )vhon they 
were conversing in this manner, 

11. The horse which was found upon three Mogul- 
men, who were killed at a place four days march from 
Madras, is of a red colour, a male, and is wilh one of 
the gang of Fauseogars, named Ooneyagaudoo, in Fo- 
dala villages, attached to the district of Cambooi. 

12. A Yagoyepareelum, (or holy string,) was worn 
by one of those persons Killed between Madras and Poo* 
dicherry. 
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13- The black horse which was found npon the Bal’ 
javarmen, who were killed near Pedoog^ooraloo, was a 
mare, and Lad a colt, and as soon as they were brought to 
a village called Madalaroovoo, they ate Mosl(> Aukoaho, 
(poisoned leaves) and died. 

14. It is the custom of the Fausocgars before they 
march, in order to ascertain whether or not success will 
attend them, to keep the Vetjralfam, or the image with 
brass tilings, which are now before the Court, and to 
worship a fiod named Anyee^ and to bring a sheep and 
wash it, aud afterwards to kill U, and to place the head 
before the Cod, and to place a lamp upon the head and 
to pray, mciilioning at the same time? llie names of iho 
four quarters, (east, north, south, and west,) and if the 
nose of that head tremble at the time when they mention 
the name of any quarter, they go in that diroctiou, and if 
it does not tremble, they do not go at that time any where. 

15, I slated that the Fauseegars kill the people with 
llholies, which they wear on their hips ; it is the custom 
of Fauseegars to keep Dhotios, like the one now boforo 
the Court, which was worn by Madur Saib, who is now 
bel’ore the Court. 

IG. I do not recollect some places, nor do I exactly 
know other places in which all the people murdered by 
the Fauseegars, mentioned in my declarations, are buried ; 
but I am able to point out the places in which the four 
persons who w'erc murdered near Faretaul, in the road to 
Ebramputeu, were buried, aud also the places on which 
the two Gollahs and the Moorman, who were going from 
llajamuudry to Bundiir, were buried. 

17. Sied Modeen who is now present, and five or 
six Fauseegars of those who came from the Cambom 
country, killed three Gosayns by Fausee, near^Pedjjo- 
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^;’ooralloo, anjjl took some ready cash, and cloths, and 
some Japalay Chonihuos (or pots), and ] red horse, 
and three Jiibboluo (or kind oi* jackets) found upon 
tboni. 1 heard this near Nag^araciiII, while they were 
relating the circunistaiico to some of the Faiiseegars ; of 
those things, tin's Chiniboo (or pot) of Casheo ( Benares) 
country, is present in the Court, and that horse is with 
the Fausoegars, living* in the Cainbom country. 

(Marked) YERROG ACDOO, 

Taken before me, 2d February, ISll. 

(Signed) W. E. WRIGHT, 

Mafjhtraie^ 

A P P E N D 1 X V, 


Of tiik murderers CAnniu) PIIANSJGARS. 


By Doctou SHERWOOD. 

COMMIJNTOATMD BV CoLON^Ii McKKN/H-:. 

While Europeans have journeyed through the exten- 
sive territories subject to the Government of Fort St. 
George, with a degree of security no where surpassed, 
the path of the Native traveller has hecn hosot with perils 
little known or suspected, into which numbers annually 
falling, have mysteriously disappeared, the victims of 
villains as subtle, rapacious, and cruel, as any who are 
to be met with in the records of human depravity. 

The Phansigars, or stranglers, are thus designated 
from the Hindustani word Pfiansi a noose. In the more 
northern parts of India, these murderers arc called 
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Thugs, signifying Jecolvers: iii the Taq]iul laaguago, 
fliey are called Ari Tuhicar, or Mussulman uoosers : in 
Canurese, Tanli Calleru, implying thieves, who use a 
wire or cat-gat noose : and in Telagu, Warlu Wfihnditt, 
or Warlu Vayshag Wahmlloo, meaning people who use 
tho noose. 

There is no reason to believe that Europeans were 
aware of Ihe existence of such criminuls as Ehaiisigars, 
until shortly after the conquest of Seringapatan in 17!)9 : 
when about a hundred were apprehended in the vicinity 
of Bangalore. They did not engage general attention ; 
nor would it appear that they were suspected to belong 
to a distinct class of hereditary murderers and plunder- 
ers, settled in various parts of Iiulia, and alike remark- 
able for the singularity of their practice, and the extent 
of their depredations. In the year 1H07, between 
Chittoor and Arcot, several Phansigars were appre- 
hended, l>elonging to a gang which had just returned, 
laden with booty from an expedition to Travaucore, and 
information was then obtained, which ultimately led to 
the dcvelopemeut of the habits, artifices, and combina- 
tions of these atrocious delinquents. 

The Phansigars that infested the South of ludia a few 
years ago, were settled in Mysore, on the borders of that 
kingdom and tlie Carnatic, in the Balaghat districts, 
ceded to the Company by the Nizam in 1800, and they 
were particularly numerous in the Poliunis of Chittoor. 
The sequestered part of the country, which comprehended 
theso Polinms, maintaining little intercourse with the 
neighbouring districts, abounding in hills and fastnesses, 
and being immediately subject to several Polygars, 
afforded the Phaiisigars a convenient^and secure retreat ; 
and the protection of the Polygars was extended to them, 
in cummou with other classes of robbers, in consideration 
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of a settled contribution, or, wliioli was more frequent, 
or sharing in the fruits of their rapacity. 

It is impossible limt such criminals as Phansigars, 
living by systematic plans of depredation, could long 
remain in the same place in safety, unless llieir practices 
were encouraged or connived at by persons in aiilbority. 
IJence, after Ihe cstablisbment of the Company's (Govern- 
ment over the Carnatic, and the nistricts ceded by Ibo 
Nizam, and the consequent extinction of the power and 
inllnence of the Pulygars, some of whom had succeeded 
in rendering themselves virtually independent o( the 
former Ciovernment, those murderers very generally 
changed Ibeir abodes, and frequently assumed other 
names. 

While they lived under the protection of Polygars and 
other petty local authorities, and among people wltoso 
habits were in some respects analogotis to their own, it 
was nnnccessary to dissemble that they subsisted by de- 
proilation. They and their families lived peaceably with 
their neighbours, whom they never attempted to molest, 
and between whom there subsisUtd a reciprocation of 
interest in the purchase and disposal of the plunder which 
the Phansigars brought with them on returning from their 
expeditions. Afterwards, on tho extension of the 
English Government, it was usual for the Phansigars, 
while they continued their former practices, osten dhly 
to engage in the cultivation ol land or some other occu- 
pation, to screen themselves from suspicion to which 
they must otherwise have been obnoxious."^' 


* Tlu-y al all lime*; r nn;aged iii Ihc tillas:^ of land t vtui under tlic Natiro 
Chiefs when they had seltUd liabitaiioiis. They either ^owTd the lands 
or prepared them for the f»eed duriiiji' the bcason liiey remained at hoin»’, 
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PImnsigars never commit robbery unac/3ompauied by 
murder, their practice being first to strangle and then to 
rifle their victims. It is also a principle with them to 
allow no one to escape of a party however numerous, 
which they assail, that there may be no witnesses of their 
atrocities. The only admitted exception to this rnle is 
in the instance of boys of very tender age, wbp are 
spared, adopted by the Phansigars, and, on attaining 
the requisite age, initialed into their horrible mysteries.* 
A gang of Phansigars consists of from ten to fifty, 
or even a greater number of persons, a large majority of 
whom are Mussulmans ; hut Hindus, and particularly 
those of the Ilajpat tribe, arc often associated with them/j- 
Bramins, l<»o, though rarely, are found in the gangsj! 
Emerging from their haunts, they sometimes perform 
long journeys, being absent from homo many months, 
and prowl along the eastern and western coasts to 
Hyderabad and Cape Comorin. In general, however, 
they do not roam to such a distance, but make one or 


axkd U'ft tho caro of tiicni io Uicir old men, vkOUi«‘n nud eliiliirc'n Tvhil«: on 
iliftir W, II. S. 

^ (iirls of rcry (<>iidcr nge anil iiijjh arc also often hpared, and 
when rhry arrow np married to the suns of Tliu^s. Women too are often 
separated from the parlies of travellers on some pretence or other and 
^aved by most classes of Thugs. W. li. S. 

The gangs have often consisted of two and lUrce hundred, though on 
such oeeasioiis they commonly follow each other in small parties of ten 
or twenty, or opeiatc on roads parallel to each other, and prepared to 
concentrate on any point when necessary, W. fl. S- 

X Bramins, it is prohable, do not assist in the actual perpetration of 
murder, but arc employed to procure intelligence, in obtaining which 
their peculiar privileges afford them great facilities. 

Bramtn* strangle just as often as others ^ and are strangled by them 
without dUtiuctioD. W.^H. 
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two excursictis every year.* Tlieir victims are almost 
exclusively travellers wbom they full in with on the road. 
Each gang has its sirdar or leader, who directs its 
movements. Of a numerous gang, some usually remain 
at homo, while the rest are engaged in the work of 
pillage and murder. Those that are abroad are often 
divided into separate parties of ten or fiftecui persons, 
who either follow each other at some distance, or, 
the parties taking diderent routes, they rendezvous 
at an appointed place in advance, measnrevs bring at 
the same time taken to secure a speedy junction of 
the gang, should this ho requisite for the purpose of 
attacking several travellers at once. Di/rereiit gangs 
sometimes act in concert, occasionally apprising one 
another of the approach of travellers whose deslrnctioji 
promises a rich booty. 

Phansigars have the appearance of ordinary inonbnsive 
travellers, and seldom assume any particular disguise. 
They indeed not unfrequenlly pretend to be traders, and 
there is reason to believe that they sometimes come frum 
the J)iikhun clothed in the garb of Eairagis. Formerly, 
when Pliansigary was practised to a greater extent, and 
in a more daring manner than at present, the leader, 
especially if enriched by former spoliations, often travel- 
led on horseback, with a tent, and passed for a person 
of consequence or a Nvealthy merchant, otherwise he 
appeared at first in a more humble ciiaracter, and assiime<i 
in the course of his rapacious progress one of more 

■* In the districts betvri'en the Gati^res and JtiAina, them were some asso- 
ciations of Thugs that seldom wont far from hr>rju>, and who made* short 
and frequent expeditions. So the Jumaldehce Thugs of Oiidc and the 
neighbouring districts, so some of the Thug families iu Bundcieuiid. Gene- 
rally, how/^ver, the Thugs north of the Kurbudda, ha%’e been in the liahit 
of making long expeditions, and i^mainitig ahscut frum six to eight 
montlis on each. W. H. S. 
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importance, as lie became possessed of liorscr and bullocks^ 
which while IIk'v i.dbrdcd him carringt? for the plundered 
properly suliserved the purpose of giving coiintenauce 
and support to his feigned character/^ 

I’haiisigars are acoiistomcd to wait at ChonUries on the 
high roads, or near to towns where liavcllers are wont 
to rest. 3'hey arrive at such places and enter towns and 
villages in straggling* parlies of three or four persons^ 
appearing to meet by aceitlent and to have had no previ- 
ous aetpraiiaanco. On such occasions, some of tlie gang 
are employed as (‘niissavies to collect information, and 
especially Jo learn if any persons with property in their 
possessirm are almut to undertake a journey. They are 
ul'Jen accompanied by children of ten years of age and 
upwards, who, wliile tlu^y perform menial otiices, are 
inilialcd the horrid practices of the Pbansigars, and 
coiiti ihnto to prevent siispici(»ii of their real character. 
iSkillod in Iho arts of rl(ure[)ti<)ri, they enter into conversa- 
tion and insinuate themselves, by ubsC()uious attentions, 
into the coniidcnco of travellers of all descriptions, to 
h am from them v/hcnce Jhc}* como. whither and for what 
purpose \hc\ are jounioyiiig, and of what property they 
me possessed ; — thus — 

“ onder fair pretoufr of fricinUy cmis, 

Ainl voll iilacotj words of gfozin^ coiulcsy, 

.IjiiiJcil wiUi reasuusnot unplau*.ibtr, 

VV'umI Ibcai iiilo the t-a.^y-hrailt’d mail} 

Aud Inigf iulo Minns." 

When the Phansigars uoterminc, after obtaining" such 
information as they deem requisite, to attack a traveller, 
they usually propose to him, under the specious plea of 

* ITiey sliH continue to assnine ail kinds of dijiguises, aitd in every 
considerable there are some wlio to be men of high rank, as 

mcrrhiuits or the public bc-rvnntis of sonic Native Goverument. 
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Kitiliial safety, /)r for (lie sake of society, to travel togetlier, 
or else ll)‘'V follow him at a Jistaocc, and on arriv- 
I'l.'j;* ai a ooinenient phico, and a fit opportnnily preseutin*^ 
lor *■^^tar^lllUin^' tln'ir purpose, one ol the pjanj^ suddenly 
pnis a rope or .sash round llie neck ol lln^ nnlortnnate 
persons, while nllicrs assist in depriving him of lile.’-^ 
'j’no riiansigars am con.^idored to ho iiulispinisahle 
Jo efo el the murder of one man, and commonly three 
are e»jgago<l. 'ri>ero is some variation in tlie manner in 
which tlu^ ill f: is jnn petrated, but the following is per- 
haps Iho inosl general. While Iravelling along, oik* of 
the Phan.sigars .suddienly puts the cloth round the neck 
of the person lln*y jnean t4» kill, and refuins liohl of one 
end, wliilo the other cud is seized by an aeeoinplicc ; 
the iiisirnmont orossctl behind the nock is drawn tight, 
the two riiansigars pressing the head forwards ; at the 
same lime the third villain, in readiness behind the 
traveller, soi/cs his K gs, and he is thrown forward upon 
tli(i ground. In this situatiun lie can make little re- 
sistance, The man holding the legs of the inisorabltJ 
siilferor, now kicks him in those parts of the btidy 
endowed with most sensibility, and he is cpiickly dcs- 
paiched.f 


T!icy l>4.'rom;? imju.'iinica with sonic Orti* t r-? of r.-nj/c hIjoiiI Coui f wliorn 
itiry l»y liainiMinir proent';, wlio « ;in ?icrvi* llicm in tiiiu: nf 

mwl, atnl iiliout \v!nj;n I'lry can always laik t'aniiiiariy In havrllcc.-. of 
lank w1»om tlic-y intent] to kill. . II. S. 

If tin* Inicrilcr MJ‘;prrK <mc .small hfi soon I’alK ii» with anoMirr, 

who scciri lt» cniiT inlt» hi' fcrlnijfs of The fir.'il |»arly is .shaken 

otr ami the second dcstritys him. If thnre i.s only oin; pi^rty, or the tra- 
vcilors sosjicct and avoid the whole, two men arc placed to watch their 
niolions * and one fullmvs them up, while the olher informs the of 
their iiiovemcnt'. W, H. .S. 

+ Snaic Ihiig*' pride llirnisclvos upon lieitig able to strangle a man 
single handed ; andj in speaking of an absent or de ceased Tliug, mention 
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Antecedently to the perpetration of thQ-ttiurder, some 
of the ganf^ are sent in advance, and some left in rear 
of the place, to keep watch and prevent intrusion by 
giving notice, on occasion, to those engaged in the act. 
Should any persons unexpectedly appear on the road, 
before the murdered body is buried, some artiGco is 
practised to prevent discovery, such as covering the 
body with a cloth, while lamentations are made profess- 
edly on account of the sickness or death of one of their 
comrades : or one of the watchers falls down, apparently 
writhing with pain, in order to excite the pity of tlie 
intruding travellers and to detain them from the scene 
of murder. 

Such are the persevernnee and caution of the Pliansi- 
gars, that a convenient opporlniiity not oflbriiig, they 
will soiuelimes travel in company with, or pursue persons 
whom they have devoted to destruction several days 
before they execute their intention. If circumstances 
favor thorn, they generally commit murder in a jungle or 
in an unfrequented part of tho country, and near to a 
sandy place or dry water-course.^ A hole three or four 


tliis as the higlii'st I’Oiiiph'mpnt they could pay liitn. A man who has 
bren able unassivited to pull a man from hi.i horse and strangle him will 
confer a distinction upon his family tor several generations. Such a man 
was Uukshre, whose bead was preserved hy Doctor Spry, und 1 have 
heard of a few others. W. H. S. 

* Parlicnlar tracts wore chosen in every part of India where they 
conM murder their victims with the greatest convenience and security. 
Much frequented roads jiasMing through extensive jungles, where the 
ground was soft for the grave, or the jungle thick to cover iliem, and the 
local autliurilies look no notice of the botlies. The Thugs speak of such 
plare.s with atfertion and enthusiasm, as other tncu would of the moat 
delightful scenes of their early life. The most noted were amCng (he 
Thugs of Uiudostau. W. H. $. 
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feet in depth # in such a spot, is dng with facility, in 
wliicli the body being* placed, with Ihefiice downwards, 
it is shockingly mangled. Deep and continued gashes 
are often made in it in both sides, from the shoulders to 
the hands and to the feet, which lay open the ahdomon 
and divide the tendon at the heel. Wounds are also 
made between the rihs into the chest, and sometimes if 
the hole be short, the knees are <lisjointed, and the legs 
turned hack upon the body. The hole is then filled with 
earth. The body is thus cut and disligiirod to expedite 
iU dissolution, as well as to prevent its inilatiun, which, 
by raising or causing fissures in the siiperinciiinbent sand 
might attract jackals, and load to the exposui e of the 
corpse. When the amount of the properly is less than 
they expected to find, the villains sometimes give vent 
to their disappointment in wanton indignitiOvS on the 
dead body. 

If, when a murder is perpetrated, a convenient place 
for interring the •tmdy be not near, or if tho Phansigars 
be apprehensive of discovery, it is either tied in a sack 
and carried to some spot, where it is not likely to he 
found, or it is put into a well or which is frequently 
practised, a shallow hole is dug, in which tho corpse is 
buried, till a fit place for interring it can bo discovered, 
when it is removed and cut in the manner already men- 
tioned. If the traveller had a dog, it is also killed, lest 
the faithful animal should cause the discovery of the body 
of his miirJerod master. The office of mangling the 

* la OuUe wh^re the fields are almost all irrigated from wells, the 
bodies were generally thrown into them, and when (he Cultivators cli<i- 
covered them, they hardly ever thought it worth while (o ask how they 
got there, so acemtomed were they to find them. In Bengal and Debar 
where thc^ost frequented roads pass along, or frequently across rivers, 
the bodies arc commonly thrown into them. 11. S. 



( ) 


dead body is usually assi^s^ued to a part’n ular person of 
the g^ang*. TIjo Phansigars are always provided witli 
knives and pick axes, which they conceal from observu- 
tion. 

From the foregoing account it will bo obvious, that 
the system of the Phansigars is but t(»o well adapted for 
concealment. The precautions tljey lake, the artincci 
they practice, the mode of destroy ing their victims, cal- 
culated at once to preclude almost the possibility of 
rescue or escape — of witmjsses of the deed — ofnois(* r»r 
cries for help — of elVusion of blood — and, in general, oi 
all traces of murder: — these circiuustaiic(^.s conspire lo 
throw a veil ofdarkiujss over their atrocities.'*' 

1 now proceed to notice various particulars, more t'lilly 
illustrating* the practices, habits, and characlcu' of these 
criminals. 

It is not improbable that formorly a long string, witli 
a ruiiuiiig noose, might have hoeii usiul by Phansigars 
fur seizing travellers, and that tln^y robbed on horsiN 
buck. But be this as it may, a noose is now, T believe, 
never thrown by them from a distance, in this part uf 
India. They sometimes use a short rope, with a loop at 
one end, hut a turhan or a dollii (a long narrow < lotli, 
or sash worn about the waist,) arc more commonly employ- 
ed ; these serve the purpose as elFectually as a regularly 
prepared noose, with this advantage that they do not 
tend to excite suspicion. When such a cloth is used, it 
is, previously to applying it, doubled to the length of two 
or two and a half feet, and a knot is formed at the double 
extremity, and about eighteen inches from it a slip knot 


'» If a Thug li;\K boen uoumlt^d in slrnugling a traveller, tiu'y pivk'ml 
to have br'en aMackeil by robbers, and taken him to the ne{kre>t Station 
without any tear oi* discovery. W. H, S. 
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is lied. Iii^ regulating- the distance of the two knots, so 
that the intervening space when tightly twisted, may be 
adapted to embrace the neck, the Phansigar who pre- 
pares the instrument ties it upon his own knee. The 
two knots give the Phunsigars a firm hold of the cloth, 
and prevent its slipping through their bands in the act 
of applying’ it. After the person they attack has been 
brought to the ground, in the manner already described, 
tbe slip knot is loosed by the Plrausigar who has hold of 
that part uf the cloth, and he makes another fold of it 
roimd the neck, upon which, placing Lis foot, he draws 
the cloth light, in a manner similar to that (to use the 
CKpression of my Phansigar informer} of packing a 
bundle of straw.” 

Sometimes the Phansigars have not lime to observo 
all the precautions I have meationed in cnKing and 
interring a body ; apprehensions for their own safety 
inducing them to leave it slightly buried. Sometimes, 
also, when a murder is perpetrated in a part of the 
country which exposes them to the ri.sk of observation, 
they put up a screen, or the wall for a tent, and bury the 
body within the iuclosure, pretending if enquiries are 
made, that their women are within the screen. On such 
occasions these obdurate wretches do not hesitate to 
dress and eat their food on the very spot where their 
victim is inhumed. 

If, which scarcely ever happens, a traveller escape 
from the persons attempting to strangle him, he incurs 
the hazard of being dispatched by one of the parties on 
watch.^ Should be finally escape, or should any other 


* Tbci!« nicn bare swords, and will endeavour to cut down any man 
who escapes from the •trao||;lers. W. If, S. 

^ 2 T 
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circumstance occur to cxcito alarm or apprehensions of 
being seized, the gang immediately disperses, having 
previously agreed lo re-assemhle at an appointed lime, 
at some distant place. 

Travellers resting in the same Choultry with Pliansi- 
gars are sometimes destroyed in the night, and their 
bodies conveyed to a distance and buritd. On these 
occasions a person is not always murdered when asleep ; 
as, while he is in a recumbent posture, the Pliansigars 
find a didiculty in applying the clotli. The usual |)rac- 
lico is iirst to awaken him stiddcnly with an alarm of 
a snake or a scorpion, and then lo strangle him.* 

In attacking a traveller <»u horseback, the Pliansigars 
range themselves in the following manner. One of the 
gang goes in front of the horse, and another has his 
station in the rear: a third, walking by the side of the 
traveller, keeps him engaged in conversation till, finding 
that he is o(F his guard, he suddenly seizes the traveller 
by the arm and drags him lo the ground, the horse at the 
same time being seized by ihe foremost villain. The 
miserable siifFercr is then strangled in the usual manner. 

Against Pliansigars it must be obvious, that arms and 
the ordinary precautions taken against robbers, are un- 
availing. When a person is armed with a dagger, it is 
usual fur one of the villains to secure his hands. It 
sometimes happens, that a party of travellers, consisting 
of several persons, and possessed of valuable eftects, are, 
while journeying in imaginary security, suddenly cut off; 
and the lifeless and despoiled bodies being removed and 


* Travetltrs luivc been very often burictl in the rooms in which they 
have been «tr*an^U‘d in Suraes, and large towns If the house be orcupied 
the occupants are in league with the Thugs of course, W, H, S, 
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interrctl, noj, a vrsfig^o of tliem appears.* Instances 
are saiil lo have occmifd, of twelve and fonrloen persons 
bein^ simultaneonidy destroyed. Rut such occurrence* 
nuist ho rare ; and, in sroneral, the property takea is not 
considerable. 8ncii, indeed, are the cruelty and cupi- 
dity of these detestable wretches, that, on the presump- 
tion of every travclbn* possessini^ concealed treasure, or 
some propoity, however trilliiiij, even indij'ence affords 
not its wonted security. 

Formerly, if j^ood liorscs, shawls, or other valuable 
articles, were among; th (3 booty, they were commonly 
reserved for tho Polyg;ar, in payment of protection. A 
portion of tho plunder was usually appropriated to 
defraying- tho expcnces of relig^ious ceremonies; and 
sojnetime.s, a part was also allotted for the hcnefit of 
wiflows and families of iluceascd members of the gang-. 
The residue of tlio booty, being divided into several 
parts, was usually shared as follows : -to the leader two 
shares ; to the men aetnaily concemed in perpetrating 
the murder, and lo tho person Avho cut the dead body, 
each one share and a half , and to the remainder of the 
gang* each one share. The plunder was almost always 
carried homo by tho Phansigars and sold greatly below 
its value. It was never disposed of near to the place 
where the person to wdiom it belonged was murdered, 

* Near Sadras about ten yoar^ ag-o, Ihn i- ntM. poons were kiUcil, 
liaving ou llieni money iii jlifFortiit roin'i, to Un^nmouiit of i<j,000 rupecA 
Jn ISOf), five per'<4jns were kilir<l in Cifiitibatonr, uiul i:aili (o Uie atnounl 
of 2,500 paguiJas, the iirnperty of Uu* Collector ol llir diMrit f, uuk taken. 
In the same year, two rrspectable natives, proceeding on horseback from 

Madras to the .Malabiir cjiusl, with five atteiKlaiits, were all killed. In 
1807, five persons, besides twu others who bniJ joined theiu on the r<*ad, 
M'crc killed near Uainralorc, and robbed of property to the amount of 
1,000 p&godas, belonging to an officer of Engineers. And in 1815, three 
persons were killed in the district of Masulipatafu, and 8,500 rupees taken. 
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nor where it was likely to be recogiiizetl,f of which 1h^ 
Phansigars were enabled to judge by ll»c informalion 
imparled to them by the credulous suUerers.'*' 

The frequent association of the most abject supersli- 
lioQ, with the deepest guilt, has been often noticed. The 
justness of the observation is exemplified in the conduct 
of most, perhaps of all classes of Indian delinquents, and 
remarkably so in that of the Phansigars. Their system, 
indeed, seems to be founded on the basis of superstition. 
They pay llie most servile regard to omens ; and they 
never leave their abodes to go on an expedition, without 
a previous persuasion, derived from modes of divination 
in use among them, that it will be attended with success. 
Though the Phansigars arc almost all Mussulmans, they 
have nevertheless universally adopted, on certain occa- 
sions, the idolatrous worship of Hindu deities. VaU or 
Marnatla (the goddess of small pox of the Carnatic) is 
regarded as their tutelary deity, and is the object of their 
adoration. She is usually invoked by them under the 
name of Javi or ylyi and of Tuljapun.f Before an 


* The |ivn|nrrty w.is generally tlispo.seU of near tlie place where the 
murders were pcrpcl rated when Ihe tr.iveUcis were from distuut parts; 
but at villages ulf I lie main road or iti advaaci; of the place, and not at 
places where the liavellcrs hud rested or been seen. W. 11. S. 

f Colonel Colin Mackenzie, so w’cll know n for bis successful researches 
into Indian history and anli4|uities, observes in a letter to me, *Mli:it it was 
the custom of many of the aneieni heads of families, that have raised 
thoniseives hy depredation to rank and power, to conciliate Cali; hence 
the sacrifices of human kind, of ollerings of horses and ultimately of sheep 
by the Kajahsof M>sorc : ami now the commutation of cocoanuts at the 
bill of Mysore, which derives its -:i.ne from Makes Asura Mardana^ 
another name lor Cali. 

At Cliitteldroog also, tlie ancient Polygars worshipped and sacrificed 
to and even still at Tuljapar on the western ghauts, 300 miles west 
of llydrabad, on the road to Poonali. T was there in March 179/. It is a 
celebrated temple of Cn/i, where the poojah is performed by a low tribe 



( 341 


; 


r\p?»(lition is |detcrniinpfl on nn onferfjiinmont is f;ivcn, 
wlu'h tlio ccM cniony ol’ sacrificing a shcoj) to J/y// is per- 
fonned ; and Ihongh perhaps not always, yet it would seem 
gonorallv in the followings manner. A silver or brazen 
image of the goddess, with certain paraphernalia pertain- 
ing to her ; and sometimes also, one of Gancsa ; and tho 
images of a lizard and a snake, reptiles from which pre- 
sages are drawn ; logolht^r with llie implements of Phan- 
sigari. as a noose, knife, and pick axe, being placed toge- 
ther, flowers are scattered ovct them, and offerings of 
fruit, cakes, spirits, &.c. are made ; odoriferous powders 
arc burned, and prayers are offered for success. Tho 
head of the sheep being cut off, it is placed, with a burn- 
ing lamp upon it and the right forefoot in the mouth, 
before the image of Jayi, and the goddess is entreated to 
reveal to them, whelher she approves of the oxpedilion 
they aie meditating. Her consent is supposed to he 
declared, should certain tremulous or convulsive move- 
ments he observed, during tht5 invocation, in the mouth 
and nostrils, while some lluid is poured upon those parts. 
JJut the ahsciicc of those agitations is considered as indi- 
cating the disapprobation of the goddess, and the expedi- 
tion is postponed. 

About ten or twenty days afterwards, the ceremony is 
repealed ; and if auspicious inferences he drawn from 
it, the Phansigars prepare to depart. But before they 
determino towards what quarter to proceed, some persons 
of the gang are sent ou the high road, in the direction 
they wish to take, to observe the flight of crows and other 
birds, and to listen to the chirping of lizards. Should 

and not by brainiiis, who abhor thene rites. It is even so much s»sp,*< ted 
that infamous rites and human victims were oftcred there, that my head 
brainin \the late valued Boriah) horror-struck by the accounts he received, 
urged loy departure from Titfjffpm'f and was not ca'<y till wc got away. 
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s«i:(:es.s he betolvcnc*!, Iho same path is fakcn. If Iht 
signs he adverse, llie sirdar sends some of the gang to 
make ubscrvalions on another road, or at a place where 
two roads meet, and these votaries of superstition pro- 
ceed in that direction, which promises, as they infer, the 
best success. 

In the course of their progress, they observe the same 
scrupulous regard to omens, lanholdened by favorahlo 
ones, they are greatly discoiirageil by those of an opposite 
tendency. If tiiey have not proceeded far from home, 
when unlucky signs arc descried, they regard them as 
premonitions to return : under other circumstances (hey 
either porfurm certain ceremonies, or they halt for a few 
days, till the inuligimnt induence, denolcfi by them, is 
supposed to be past, or else they head their course in a 
different direction. To the intervention of bad omens, a 
traveller, over whom destruction was impending, is some- 
litnes indebted for his safety.^ 

(hi returning also from a successful expedition, cere- 
monies are performed to Jaiju 


^ U be li'tUoiis l« oiiiikierale all flic by wliieb fbey allow 

tli< luselvfs fo be iiifliK nci il in tlifir I ‘ihall bfieflv mention a 

ft worbuili kiiuN, [iroiiiieruus nutl ailvorse. 

The following arc favorable signs; A lizard chirping, and a crow 
making a noise on a living tree on the left siih^. A tiger appearing is 
iJeenied rather a good sign, 'i’he noise of a partridge on the right side, 
ilcQofes that they will meet with good booty on the very spot, and they, 
therefore, arc uccustomed to make a halt. 

These betoken misfortuut: . A liar** or a snake crossing the road before 
them. A crow sitting and making a noise on a rock or a dead tree. An 
Rss braying while sitting. An owl screeching. The noise of a single 
jackal. If a dog should carry off the head of a sheep which tlicy have 
sacrificed, they consider U to betoken that they will get no booty «for many 
years. 
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The Phausigars keep the Hindu festivals of the Dipa- 
rail iincl llie ihssefaJit which they celebrate in a niuniicr 
similar to that observed among Hind as, 

A tradition is current among Phansigars, that about 
the period of the commencement of the Cali Vug, Mari^ 
atta co-operated with them so far, as to relievo them of 
the trouble of interring the dead bodies, by devouring 
tbeiii herself. On one occasion, after tlestroying a travel- 
ler, the body was, as usual, left unburiod : and a novice 
unguardedly looking behind him, saw Ibe goddess in the 
act of feasting upon it, half of it hanging out of her 
mouth. She, upon this, declared that she would nci 
longer devour those whom the Phansigars slaughtered ; 
but she condescended to present them with one of her 
teeth for a pickaxe, a rib for a knijb, and the hem of her 
lower garment for a noose, and ordered them, for the 
future, to cut and bury the bodies of those wiiom they 
destroyed. 

White and yellow being considered the favourite colors 
of tbeir patroness, and those in wliicb slie is arrayed ; 
the cloths for strangling arc of one or other of these 
to the exclusion, I believe, of all other colors. 

Ridiculous as their superstitions must appear, they arc 
not devoid of ellecl. They serve (ho iinporlant purposes 
of cementing the union of the gang ; of kindling courage 
and contidonce ; and, by an appeal to religious texts 
deemed infallible, of imparting to their atrocities the 
semblance of divine sanction. 

To the ascendancy of the same superstitious feeling 
is also to be ascribed the curious circumstance that 
Phansigars are accustomed to refrain frotn murdering 
females, and persons of the Catuula cast ; which includes 
gold, iron, and brass-smiths, carpenters and stone- 
cutters*, washermen, pot-makers, pariahs, chucklers, 
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lopors; tlio blind and mutilated^ a man driving a cow 
or a female goat, are also spared. These persons appear 
to be regarded eillier as the descendants or servants ol* 
Jayiy as her constant worshippers ; or as having claims 
to the especial protection of the goddess, and are fur 
these reasons exempted from slaughter. 

When this rale is respected, any one of these persons^ 
travelling with others of different castes, proves a safe 
guard to the whole party ; the same principle which 
prompts the Phansigars to destroy every individual of a 
party, forbidding them to kill any unless the whole. 

Many Phansigars, who have become informers, have 
declared that they never knew any of the abovomen- 
tioned persons to have been destroyed, and conceived 
that no pecunfary temptation could be sufficiently power- 
ful to occasion a violation of the rule. Others have 
stated that they had heard of a gang ofPhansigars who, 
having murdered a woman, never afterwards prospered, 
ami were at length destroyed. Notwithstanding the 
reastms for acipiicscing generally in the truth of the 
b(at('inent, that women, and men of partietilar castes, 
are spared, llio following occurrences, in the latter of 
wldch m»t fewer than iiino persons disappeartMl, and who 
were almost beyond doubt murdered by Pliansigars, shew 
that their religious scruples on this point are, when the 
temptation is great, at least sometimes overcome. ' 

In the latter end of 1800, Mohamed Kous, the Suba- 
dar who commanded the escort of the Resident of 
Mysore, being ordered to join the force then forming 
against the Southern Poiygars, sent some of his family, 
among whom were two, if not three, women, to Madras. 
They were never heard of until June 1801, when a man 
was seized at Bangalore, having in his possession a 
bullocic which was recognized to have beloifjged to 
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M;il»omo(I Roiij. This man was a Phaiisigar, and a 
(lour account of the rnarder, by a |;*ang‘ to which lio 
heionj^ed, of the Snbudar’s f’cimi! 3 \ 

The wito o( Tvistna lltiw, hi coriiininy with liis nopiioWj 
and attended by a hraniin cook, two Icinulo servants, 
two private peons, and two coolies, set out iVoni Poonali 
wiili (our horses to jiiin Kisliia How, llien af \anpiir. 
■'riioy had nearly ccMupletod their journey, having;- art ivi?d 
at a village ahoiit tiflei'n miles iVoni Ihv^ plac^o of tiudr 
de.stiiialion, and sent to appri/.e Kistna How of their 
aitproach. Two persons were sent hy him 1(i conduct 
lie; parly to Nagpur ; Imt subsequently to the departure 
(d' the travelltM's from the village ahoveinentioned no 
iatelllgence could be obtuinod—* no traces whatever could 
l>tr discovereil of them ; and flmugli aimnt four years have 
since f lapsed, all oinjuiries have been fruitless."^ 

The uliiiiy to such criminals as Pliansigars of signs, 
and oi' words and phrases not understood by otbers, as 
chaniiels of connunnication, must bo obvious. It is 
accordingly found tluit several such are enqiloved hy 

tliem. Some of those in more frecpient use I shall 
mention ; and the catalogue might Jiave been easily 
extended. 

Drawing 1b e liack of tlio hand along the chin, from the 
throat outwards, implies that caution is re*piisite — that 


="■ I liavr stalrtl tli.it nine })rr.-!'>iis wore rut j»l{'oiithli in.Ta.d(in, ilion^li 
flif-rc is Aoiiiv it'SiMHi io bciii v<: Umt (lu* |»ar(y rorisidril of (;vi n a ‘0'» a1< r 
mini tier. 

Ki'sina Uow li.vi tirni funnrrly <i«pIo>« <l in llu; confulr nti.-)! s,Ui:i(iori «if 
Miirislit» »jar under R^■•a^ wlifii llii'! tn l«J UiirColIrM lor- 

ship of ilo? Torrilo: u > O'licil hy Tippi.o, on iJic conclusion «»!' the war of 
1793. 'Ho iftcrwanls son od umlrr Colonel Closo, at Ih.* IU;>iiJtiicy at 
Voonah, trhcrc he dill uuployctl by the Diitidi Govcniincnt. 

2 u 



sdiiio strunj^f r is r.pproMcliiiig'. PtiUiniv# open iirsini 
dvev (l>o mojilh :un! ilrawinj;- it gonll}/ (lov.n iiiiplius 
that tliore is r.o Ion;- or canso I’or alarm. II an ailvaacad 
party of Plian.s::>ar:i overtake any (riivoll<'r wlioin tiny 
tk'sign to dosiroy, but have ueod of more assistant', tlioy 
inako certain marks oj\ Urn roads, by which tlioso o! the 
fan-- who follow uiidorstinui that lliey are rcjuirod to 

WO . 

hasten forwards. A pai iy in advance also leaves certain 
marks where a road braache.s oif, as inlimatioiis to fliosr 
who follow of the rcato their eoinrades liavo taken. 

^rhu foUowinj^' list coinpreliends sevc.ral slanj^ tertn.> 
and phrases in use ainone; them. This lan”nai;a they 
denoininato Vbi'.i'Uni'i'i'Ci-lial ; </r as the teita iiiaj lie 
rendered, the hui,^iKi!>« of dispatch or mnei^o'ncy • 


Yetu, 



"''<«>• 

Woitli, 

'I’anotiinii, 

*V!crIu anil Clictii, 

S (till uni 

on.* Iiuntlicvl. 

l.liioiulc, iJjoiisand. 

1 ‘Aoiiiuu.snm!. 

Do.SJuv.irlp, icu IhousHH l. 

Sitcalp pa-oda. 

liuroe, 

riiilia, 

>7***’; 

Cawridga, 

« 

Ciiipani, niaie. 



Samcani, a miuj. 

Wf:!£(pei) bullock. 

turban. 

Itnclan (per) jackal. 

Comuda (li) ..........i**-* cock. 


Comndi (li) **• 

:M:ndri, coral. 

Paiidui'Vhali pearl. 

Sh'iick-ji or Mil- } Mu.s.'iuiiiMM 
houKitl Kliaii, ^ 
niiilii, Uiitdiidiito 

raiPk!:ir viiiMilicr. 

Cia.ile.uii, iiU- r. 

pcr'<of,s iipptiifti- 

Woraual, J rdlo seize 

( liUlII. 

Malii pickaso. 

„ . 5 kiiitc for cutlins 

Cataun,... j i!,c dead body. 

( lifindkf r- 

Uu.ua!, ? elui:l Vvom 
( as a turliHh 
Caiicha (h) ? , 

Dhuli (tt'l) ... J * ■' 

Ncvvnrd)) tape 

Nar ^ 

Sir-^liniit, ......... cliicl' knot. 

Dergiiant, ... IJor slipknot. 
( H convenient place for 
} murdering. 

^naino of an enter* 

« . 1 tainment _givcu bv 

Cont, 

V flic ads. 


5 ^ 

S'. ^ 


Mun, 


tainment given 
Piiansigais to their 
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N}aniet^ 

.ijacrii. • * < t * • ■ k • « «• « I • 

Plinnkana, 

0 !k>I 

Mnri .1 harocrdo, ... 

vvatditn paa'uvlao, .. 

I’an k:i luiii.'il 

Jo, 

i^aiiKItaO; 


A tl‘ li.vif v, 

A Stick. 


A Ifartif'i'.s d‘»nn, ... 

SiVCf';> tin: v lart ^ 

Hiinj; HrcivooiL ... 

T iko oat the Iiai* !- 
kerchkf witli l!io 

I.c. tic 

Kilt bcollo, 


Vhamuifir Acap- 

((f/.in}f, 

A lifli ftian. 

A man of no pro- 
perly. 

Ditto. 

An (dd mrtu. 

Sec that no person 
is near. 

Take your allutlcd 
po.sl;i* 

Grtoulllif* '!oli, 

Dc.spatcli fiinn 


rfouarcit). 


kedlii Oiillii, D'.'kho, L ;ok 
aftor the JtraWj 


Kfdba haliir pailya. The 
.straw i.s coiuc out 


Dliavani Pnlrr, Dr.sccn-^ 
tlariLs of liliowanL... f 
liliavatii Piiliir, Town off 
Dhowuni P liter, J 


a bin i d, wilh the 

/■.UM.* doivfniai'I.s, llio body whftic 
and covered only with surtici'uit 
carlli to ooDocai it. 

Xk jok afior the corpse, Ihrtl is, tl.c 
Plian.si^^ius pioeeccl to a vil!fi{;(? 
allei- the tniriat, and send 

out the appointed persons to 
bill 3’ the body propoily, keeping; 
wateii (hal no poison i.s loukin;^. 

Jackals have taken out thy eorp.se, 
you must o'U j;o that way. 

XMiaosijjur.s^ 


Used iiiterroo-ulively to a.s(:ertaiii witbonl the* risk oi' 
exposing themselves, wliellitr persons whom they znnet 
on their journeys, ami whom they smpoct to he oi' tho 
same fraternity, are so or not. When caiitiouis particu- 
larly requisite, the que.stion is put in the latter and less 



( 348 ) 


suspicious shape. The first syllable ascertains the 
point of their connevion with Bharani, whilst from the 
termination ur, which signifies a town or village, they 
would appear to a stranger to be en(|uiring only about 
some particular place. 

Phansigars bring up all their male children to the 
profession, unless liodily defects prevent them from 
following it. The method observed in initialing a hoy is 
very gradual. At the age of ten or twelve years, he is first 
pcvniiUed to accompany a party of Pluinsigars. One of 
llio gang, generally a near relation, becomes his ustad 
or tutor, wliom the child is taught to regard with great 
respect, and whom he usually serves in a menial capacity, 
carrying a bundle, and dre.sfdiig food for him. Fre- 
quently the father acts as the preceptor to his son. In 
the event of being questioned hy travellers whom he may 
meet, the hoy is enjoined to give no infonualion fiirther 
than that they are proceeding iVom some one place to 
another. lie is iiistriicled to consider his interest as 
opposed to that of society in general, and to deprive a 
human being of life is represented as an act merely 
analogous and equivalent tu that of killing a fowl or u 
sheep. At first, while a murder is commilting, the hoy 
is scut lo some distance from the scene, along with one 
of the watchers : then allowed to sec only the dead body : 
afterwards more and more of the secret is iniparteii to 
him — and at length, the whole is disclosed. In the mean 
time a share of the booty is usually assigned to him. 
lie is allowed afterwards lo assist in matters of minor 
importance, while the murder is perpetrating : but it is 
not until he has attained the age of 18, 20, or 22 years, 
according U> the bodily strength he may have acquired, 
and the prudence and resolution ho may have evinced, 
that he is deemed capable of applying the Dhoutif nor is 



( 340 ) 


be allowed do so, until he has been iornrally presented 
with one by his uslad. For this purpose a lV)r(nuato day 
being' fixed upon, and the time of the .DcHsrrali is deemed 
particuUu'iy auspicious', the preceptor lakes his pupil 
apart and presents him with a Dhmti, which ho tells 
him to use in the name of Jtnf i ; lie observes to him that 
on it ho is to rely for tlio means of subsistence, and ho 
exhorts him to be discreet ami courageous. On llie 
conclusiou of this ceremony his cMlucalioti is considered 
to be complete, he is deemed (lualified to act as u IMiau- 
sigar, and he applies the noose on the next occasion 
that oHers. 

After his initiation, a Pliunsigar continues to treat his 
preceptor with groat respect- He occasionally makes 
liiin presents, and assists him in his old age ; and, on 
meeting him after a long absence, he touches his feet in 
token of reverence. 

Such is the edect of the course of education I have 
described, strengthened by habit, that Phausigars be- 
come strongly uUaclied to their detestable occupation. 
They rarely, if ever abandon it.* Some, narrowly 
escaping the merited vengeance of the law and released 
from prison under security, could not refrain from resum- 
ing their old employniont ; and those who, bending* under 
the weight of years and inlirmities, are no longer able to 
bear au active or principal part, conliiiue to aid the 

* Three are kaown lo Iiavc enofajjeil in llie .service of thr- Company 
Sepoys. When closely piir^ijutl, Thugs ofteu cnier the Ue«:ime»its f»f’ Native 
Cliiefs, or enga(jje in sonic oilier service (ill the ilanger is ov -r. A great 
many of the mo.st noted Thugs now in India, are in .Scindheea's Kegimoiits, 
at Gwalior, and in those of Oudoporc, Joudporc, Jyporr, &c., and it is 
almost impossible lo get them, as th<y always make fii»'nd.s of Mie Com- 
mandants hy their prc.'en(s and their maiiucis. Some an* in the Uaroda 
Rajali^ hcrvice, others were in the King of Oiidc’s service, but lhal is not 
now a safe one for Ihem. t\ . H. S. 
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caiiso by keeping wateli, procuring intelligcuce, or 
dressing ibe food of tl»cir younger cotifeuerales. 

The t»onds of social luuoii aisioiig i*i)iinsigars are drawn 
still closer hy internuirriagcs. Tliough not of frequent 
t»ccarreiK*c, instances are not wanting in which they 
have married into families deemed honest and respect- 
uhle. The women are not ignorant of t!ie proceedings 
of their liiishands. Persons of maluro ago are very 
rarely admitted into the fraternity, and when Ibis has 
l)een done, it was only nfler long and itii.imate iiilercojirse 
bad enabled the Pliansigais fully to appreciate the cha- 
racter of their confederates.'^ 

To llio jnibreuce of personal character avo Phansigars 
usually indtibted for becoming the beads of gangs. 
Kike others, who follow lawless and abandoned courses, 
the Phansigar.s are profligate and improvident, and ad- 
dicted to the use of hun<:f, so that the wealth they may 
acquire, oven though considerable, is soon wasU il. 

VV heiher any Pliansigar were ever capitally puuishcd 
by t!ic Nabobs of Iho Carnatic, 1 know not. One gang, 
settled in the Poliuni of Chargal, near llio Paidnaigdnig 
Pass, bt^lw eon the upper and lower Carnatic, was appre- 
hended about 17 years ago, and fined to the amount of 
5, 0(H) rupees l)y the Subalidar of the province ; a mode 
of punislunent so far from being justifiable, that it could 
hardly have lieen imposed except fifj;n sordid motives : 
nor could it fail to give new impulse to the activity of the 
Pliansigari'., and to render them more than ever rapacious 
and secret in their barbarous practices, j* 


^ North of the NuihudMa, Uit; Thugii liiul for many years hem in the 
h:\hiluf ailiniliiitg into theirgiinj^s menof atl ages anil all casts. W. U. S. 

t Native Hindoo Princes hanlly ever pu\iishe<l these people unless they 
hufl hy some acciUcut murdered some Priest or public Ot&ccr of Uio Court, 



Hycler Ajjli prooeffded against these criminals in a 
very summary manner, and deslrnyed several of them* 
In the reign of Tippoo, some were sentenced to hard 
labour, and otliors sutlLrctl mutilation of the limbs. 
W hile Piiniiah was Dewan of Mysore, during the mino- 
rity of the prcjs:ouf llajah, highway robbery being 
rictjut'iit, was made capital, and several Phimsigars wane 
executed. 

It must ho obvious that no estimate, except wlmt is 
cxlromely vague iuid unsatisfactory, can be formed of 
the number of persons that have amiually n viclitJis 
to Phnnsigars iu the south of India* 'I’he nu:ni) m' has 
varied greatly at diilbreut; periods. There is reason to 
believe, that from tlie time of the oonfjiiest of Mysore in 
17ft!) to 1807 and 1808 the practice of Pir.msigari, in this 
part of Indiji, had reached its acme, and that hmulreds of 
persons were annually destroyed.* The groat (loiitical 
changes, wdiioh luarLcul the comincmeoment of that period, 
and the introduction of a new system of tiovernrnont in 
Mysore, the Ceded Districts and the Carnatic, lliougli 
intinitely preferable to the former, yet was it in many 


ill wlioui Uic?y fool puHiiriilarly iiilerestcil. Wliile tlifir or ri’scnt- 
nient Ijistrd, they were seized and iiutiishcd, but nu lunger. W. H. S. 

* In one of his report^, Hie Magi.sirate of ChiHiir observes— « 1 believe 
tbal. some of the Phiiiisigars have him ronrenird in aliove two hundred 
nuirders; nor will this esliuiatt^ appear extrav.ig iiit, if it be remembered, 
that murder was their profes.sioni fre«|W*’*Hly their only means of gaining 
a siihsi^tciKC: every man of lifty years of a:;e, lias probably been actively 
engaged during twenty-live yeaw of his life in murder, and on the most 
moderate computation, it may be rcekoned, that he has made one excur- 
sion a year, and met each lime with ten lietiiiis” 

Yet Francis Bartolomeo says, iu a note page <39— During a residence 
of I3ctf 14 years in India, I never heard of any traveller being robbed or 
murdered on the highway,”— 7V«rt’7/ in IndUt, iramMcd btj Fontitr. 
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respects less x.euluus autl vi^^ilant, anJ affur.<lcd fiualiiit s 
ul’ commiiniratioM bcfjre iinLnowii belween distant coun- 
tries, of which the Phansigars and other criminals availed 
themselves to overspread the country: and it may be 
conjectured that many persons deprived by the declen- 
sion of the Mohammedan power of their wonted resources, 
were tempted to resort to criminal courses to obtain a 
subsistence. 

The foregoing description of the Phansigars is meant 
to be more particularly applicable to those gangs that 
were settled in the northern parts of the Carnatic and in 
the Ceded Districts, a»itecedor\tly to the year 1808, 
Since that lime, they have become well known to the 
English Courts of Justice, and their habits have under- 
gone some changes. Many have left the Company's 
terrilori(is, and Hed to tliose of the Nizam and of the 
Malirattas. But though the number of them is greatly 
iliminished, Phansigars still infest the dominions of the 
Company. The gangs indeed, consist of fewer persons 
than formerly ; their plans are less sy-slematic ; their range 
is less ample ; tliey roam the country iiioro secretly ; 
more frequently changing liudr names and places of 
abode ; and adopting other precautionary measures to 
screen themselves from Justice, Unfortunately few of 
the numerous Phansigars that have at different times 
been apprehended could be convicted in accordance with 
the evidence required by tho Mohammedan criminal 
law^; which admitting not the testimony of accomplices, 
and rarely the sidRciciicy of strong circumstantial evi- 
dence unless conlirnied by the confession of the culprits, 
their adlierei»ce to protestations of innoccnco has alone, 
hut too frecpienlly, exempted them from punishment. 
Those that have been tried and released becoming greater 
adepts in deceit, have, together with their old propen- 
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si ties, carried with lliem a knowledge of the form of trial, and 
of the natui'o of (he evidence requisite to their conviction. 

The habits and proceedings of the Phansigars, it is 
reasonable to conclude, have been modiHed and varied by 
dilferent circuiiistances and events of a local or political 
nature in the several states infested by them, in some 
places approximating more than in others to the fore- 
going description. There is every reason to believe 
that in the Deccan, and more particularly in the territo- 
ries of the Nizam, Phansigars are very numerous. They 
will be naturally encouraged to settle in greater numbers, 
and to carry on thedr practices with less caution and 
sccresy, in a country a prey to anarchy or invasion, 
where the administration is feeble or corrupt, or where 
Climes are constantly committed with impunity. It is 
also not uareasonahle to suppose, that they may occa- 
sionally act in concert with other classes of delinquents, 
and that their proceedings may sometimes be of a mixed 
nature, partaking of the peculiarities of those with whom 
they may be in league. In those countries too, where 
Pliausigari has been long practised, it may be presumed, 
that the ordinary artillces will at length become known, 
and as the success of those murderers must chietly depeinl 
on the ignurauce of travellers of their devices, they will 
perhaps llnd it necessary to resort to novel and unsus- 
pected stratagems.* 

1 have heard of no instance in which a European was 
murdered by Phansigars. The manner in which they 


* There are a claims of Byragee aud GuNaen Thw^S travel about 
the country as religious Mendicauls, and rob and murder occasionally. 
They pretend to alchemy, and gelUu^ the silver of the credulous under a 
promise of converting it into gold, they make off with it. 'I'licy arc well 
known the Thugs, and often join them in their iiuirders, when they 
meet on the roads. W. H. S. 

2 W 
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are accustomed to travel in India is perhaps generally 
sufficient to exempt them from danger ; added to whiclu 
apprehension of the consequences of strict en(|uiry and 
search should a European be missing, may be supposed 
to intimidate the Phansigars, at least in the dominions of 
the Company. Similar reasons influenco them in sparing 
coolies and parties charged with the property of English 
gentlemen, combined with the consideration that while 
such articles would generally be useless to the Phansi- 
gars, they would find difficulty in disposiug of them and 
might incur immiueut danger of detection in the attempt. 

That the disappearance of such numbers of natives 
should have excited so little interest and enquiry as not 
to have led to a general knowledge of those combina- 
tions of criminals will naturally appear extraordinary. 
Such iguorance, certainly, could not have prevailed in 
England, where the absence, if unaccounted for, of even 
a single person, seldom fails to produce suspicion, with 
consecutive investigation and discovery. In India the 
case is far otherwise : and such an event, unless occurring 
to a person of some consequence, would scarcely be 
known beyond the precincts of the place of residence or 
the village of the uufortiiuate sufferer. Many that fall 
victims to the Phansigars arc the subjects of other and 
distant states, many have no settled abodes. It must 
also he remembered that Phansigars refrain trom mur- 
dering the inhabitants of towns and villages near to 
which they are halting ; neither are they accustomed to 
murder near to their own habitations, circumstances 
which not only prevent suspicion attaching to them as 
the murderers, and to the local authority as protecting 
and sharing the booty with them, but tend to throw it 
upon others, who reside near to the spot whither a tra- 
veller may have been traced, and where be was last seen. 
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Besides a person setting out on a journey is often unable 
to fix any period for bis return ; and though he should 
not revisit his home, at the expected time, his delay will, 
fora while, excite little alarm, in the minds of his friends* 
He is supposed to be unexpectedly detained— to be ill— 
to have met with some ordinary accident — to have de- 
serted his family — to have died. Should suspicion arise 
that ho has been murdered, the act is attributed to 
ordinary high- way robbers, and it is but seldom that 
minute enquiries can ho instituted by his bereaved rela- 
tive's. But supposing that this is done, and the progress 
of the mjssing traveller traced to a particular place and 
not beyond it, still suspicion would be apt to attach to 
any, rather than to a few apparently inoffensive travel- 
lers, journeying cither for the purpose of traffic, as is 
imagined ; or, as is often pretended, to see their rela- 
tions, or to he present at some marriage, and who, if 
ever noticed, have perhaps been long since forgotten. 
If notwithstanding all these improbabilities suspicion 
should fall upon the actual perpetrators, where could 
they be found.* 

Thus with respect to Sepoys, who, having obtained 
leave of absence, never rejoined their corps, the conclu- 
sion generally formed has been, that they had deserted, — 
when, in various instances, they had fallen sacrifices to 
the wiles of the Phansigars. The same observation is 
particularly applicable to gtdah peons, charged with the 
conveyance of money and valuables ; many of whom 
having disappeared, no doubt was entertained that they 


To whom were the friends of the murdered to complain ? it was equally 
unavailing to romplain to the authorities of the District in which they 
were su|^posed to be murdered — that in which the snsperted murderers 
resided, and that in which they themselves resided) and they had no 
others to complain to. 
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bad absconded, and appropriated the property to their 
own use. Even the apprehension, which an indistinct 
idea of danjjcr tends to create in the minds of these and 
other travellers would render them only more liable to 
fall into the snare. Less persuasion would be requisite 
to induce them to join a party of Pliansig’ars, prompted 
by the belief that they were thus providing, in the most 
effectual manner for their own safety. 

What constitutes the most odious feature in the 
character of these murderers, is, that prodig^al as they 
are of human life, they can rarely claim the benefit of 
even the palliating circumstance of strong pecuniary 
temptation. They are equally strangers to conipassi<m 
and remorse — they are never restrained from the com- 
mission of crimes by commiseration for the nnrortnnnta 
travcller~and they arc exempted from the compunctive 
visitings of conscience, which usually follow, sooner or 
later, the steps of guilt. “ Phunsigari/^ they observe 
wdth cold indifference, blended with a degree of surprize, 
when questioned on this subject, ** is their business,” 
which, with reference to the tenets t)f fatalism, they con- 
ceive themselves to have been pre-ordained to follow. 
Uy an application of the same doctrine, they have com- 
pared themselves, not inaptly, to Tigers, maintaining 
that as these ferocious bcsisis are impelled by irresistible 
necessity, and fulfil the designs of nature in preying on 
other animals, so the appropriate victims of the Phan« 
sigars are men, and that the destiny of those whom they 
kill “ was written on their foreheads.”* 

* A Thug: uevrr kill a Tiger, and believes that no man who has violat- 

ed this rule ever *iurv ived long. They believe that no Tiger will ever kiU 
a Thug, unless Ue has secreted some booty, or cheated some of the gang 
out of -th^r just share, A mere Tyro or uuder-strapper, they think a 
Tiger may kill, provided he be not of good Tliug desceut, Vf, U. S. 
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This statc^ of moral insensibility and debasement is 
calculated to give birth to pity, while it aggravates the 
horror with which we contemplate their atrocities. It 
ought not to be forgotten that, unlike many who adopt 
criminal courses, the Phansigars had not previously to 
divest themselves of upright principles, to oppose their 
practice to their feelings ; butlhut, on the contrary, having 
been trained up from their child-hood to the professiou, 
they acquired habits unfitting them for honest and indus- 
trious exerfion : that a detestable superstition lent its 
sanctions to their enormities : and that they did but 
obey the instructions, and imitate the examples of their 
futile rs. 

The Thugs^ in the more northern parts of India may 
bo divided info three classes. The first consists chiefly 
of TvStiliOUMnlans who originally resided under the protec- 
tion of Zemindars of largo estates, as ITura Sing, Dia 
limn, and in the district of Etawali, including also a 
few stragglers at other villagcs.f The second class is coui- 
pused of Hindus, who are for the most part of the Lodeli 
casfo, and is much more numerous than the fonner.j. 
They resided in great numbers in their eastern part of 
Etawab, and the adjojuiiig district of Cawnpore, until 
alarmed by the active exertions of the Magistrates 


♦ Tlic term Thug is not unknown in llit Sonlli oflmlia, but is not ap- 
pliedtothc Phansigars, but to a classof dcUnqurnlsto whom itKccmsmore 
appropriate, viz. to cheats or swindlers, who ollen appearing as pearl 
and coral sellers, praclisc various fraudulent acts, partimlarly in Mibsii- 
tuting bad coins for good, which they receive under the pretem e of giving 
or taking change. 

t These are the Sindnuse mco, and those of the adjoining Piirguna of 
Snrsae. ^V. II. S. 

J Thwe were the Behareeporc, Tirira and Oureya men, of the districts 
of Cawnpore, and Furruckabad, and Bclha. W, IJ. S. 
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by whom many were apprehended.* These Thugs had 
long escaped suspicion by engaging in tillage, and by 
always carrying on their depredations at a distance from 
home. The third class is more considerable in respect 
to number, and extends over a larger tract of country 
than cither of the foregoing classes. It consists of des- 
perate association of all castes, which grew up in the 
Pergunnalis of Sindouse and Pnrhara, and the neigh- 
bouring villages in the Mahratta territories.i' They 
travel in large bodies, and are more bold and adven- 
turous than the Thugs in the Company’s provinces. Their 
predatory excursions are chiefly confined to the country 
that lies to the eastward and southward of Ciwalior, and 
to the province of Diindlocuod. 

Thevenot, in the following passage, evidently alludes 
to the Phansigars or Thugs. 

Though the road I have been speaking of from Delhi 
to Agra ho tolerable, yet hath it many inconveniences. 
One may meet with tigers, panthers, and lions upon 
it, and cue had best also have a care of robbers, and 
** above all things not to siifibr any body to come near 
one upon the road. The ennningest robbers in the 
world are in that country. They use a certain slip 


* Messrs. Stockwcll, Halhcti, Perrj’, Wright, and olhi*rs. W. H. S. 

■f These were, the Sindouse and Sursao men, the same as the 6rst named. 
The Sindouse villages were held by the Kuchwaha Rajpoots, and for that 
reason called Kiichwahadhar. The Snrsae villages were lirld by Purheear 
Rojpoots and therefore called Purhccara. All Buiidcicund and the 
Saugur and Nurhudda Territories were Mi'pplicd with fhc seed from which 
all their gangs arose from this great store room. Some were Brahmans 
some were Mtisulmans, but all men whose ancestors had been Thugs for 
many generations, and being themselves fully initiated and noted men, 
they fbrdted new gangs with great facility wherever they went. « 

W, H. S. 
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“ with a rnDDing noose, which they can cast with so much 
sleight about a man’s neck, when they are within reach 
** of him, that they never fail, so that they strangle him 
in a trice. They have another cunning trick also to 
catch travellers with. They send out a handsome 
“ woman upon the road, who with her hair dishevelled 
** seems to be all in tears, sighing and complaining of 
some misfortunes which she protends has befallen her. 
Now, as she takes the same way that the traveller 
“ goes, he easily falls into conversation with her, and 
** tinding her beautiful, uilers her his assistauce, which 
she accepts ; hut he hath no sooner taken her up 
** behind him on horseback, but she throws the snare 
** about his neck and strangles him, or at least stuns 
** him, iintii the robbers (who lie hid) come running into 
** her assistance and complete whut she hath bogun."^ 
But besides that, there are men in those quarters 
** so skilful in castiug the snare, that they succeed as 
well at a distance as near at hand ; and if an ox or 
any other l)east belonging to a caravan run away, as 
“ sometimes it happens, they fail not to catch it by 
“ the neck.”f 

Travellers in the south of India also are sometimes 
decoyed through the allurements of women into situa- 
tions where they arc murdered and plundered by per-^ 
sons lying in wait for them; but whether by that class 
of criminals who are properly called Phansigars, 

* Thif* may have been the case in llie sixteenth eciilury, but is so no 
where now 1 believe. The Thugs who reside in fixed habitations and 
iutcrinarry with other people, never allow their women to accompany 
them or take any part in their murdent. The only exception to this rule 
that I am aware of is the wife of Dukhtawur Jemadar of Jy pore, after 
whom have been lung searching in vain. W, H. S. 

t Theyenot’s Travels, part 111. page 11. 
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I ani uncertain.’®*' This method, as well as that of 
udmiiiisteriiig^ intoyicating and poisonous mixtures to 
travellers, thuiigli iuconsooant with the habits of the 
large gangs who are not accompanied in their excursions 
by women, may perhaps be resorted to by smaller and 
more needy parties, who rob near to their own abodes, or 
who having no fixed habitatioo, continually roam with 
their families from place to place/j- 

How long the country south of the Ristna has been 
infesltrd by Phansigars I know not, though it is certain 
that they have been settled in the Poliums of Chittoor for 
at least a century. On this point the Phansigars them- 
selves are i]nile ignorant, knowing in general little more 
than that their fathers and grandfathers followed the 
same horrid employment, and taught it to their children. 
There is however no reason to suppose that the practice 
in this part of India is of great antiquity. It may also 
be a question whether to the Hindus or to the Musstd- 
mans ought to bo considered as attaching the rtq>roach 
of iriveiiting this detestable system of pillage and murder. 
The respect paid by lUiisselman Phansigars to the omens 
and modes of divination, and to the religious and idola- 
trous rites of the Hindus — a respect apparently not 
accidental, hut which pervades and seems interwoven 
with their whole system — ailbrds grounds for the belief, 


* The wamlering bands of Thugs, wlio seem to retain the usages of their 
ancestors, are assisted by their women in all their operations, 1 believe. 

W. H. S. 

t 1 have mentioned that bands of thieves in the disgnise of Gosaens 
and Byragies are to l)c found in all parts of India ; and tl)c.sc men often 
commit murder, and generally after stupifying their vietiina with Dntera 
and othiftr drugs. Other bauds wander about as Benjaras, l^bunjurs, 
Nats, &c. ike. iStc. W. II, S. 
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limt to tliciri rather than to the Mus^clmans^ is to be 
ascribed llie invenliou.* 

On the other hand it may bcargned, that had these bands 
of murderers consisted primarily of Ifiiidus, it would 
probably have appeared that the practice was of con- 
siderable antiquity; in which case there could hardly 
have been that prevailing ignorance among the Hindus 
with regard to it, which is found to exist. It is a 
practice more in unison with the habits and customs of 
the Miisselmans than with those of the Hindus. The 
gangs at least in the southern parts of India, consist 
chii'tly of Mussclmans, and similar practices it has ap- 
peared, prevailed in Hindustan in the time of Shah 
Jelian and xVnrung Zcli, unci prohaldy much anterior to 
the reigns of these monarchs, and have continued to tho 
present day ; and if, as I have been informed, Arabia and 
Persia be infested by Phansigars, little room is loft to 
doiilit that these murderers came along with llio Moham- 
modau conquerors into India, and that they have followed 
the progress southward of the Mohammedan arms. In 
support of this opinion it may be observed, further, that 
in the more southern provinces which were never, or 
which fell latest, a prey to Mohammedan conquerors, 
Phansigars do not appear even yet to have established 
themselves. I have not heard of any gangs being found to 
the south of Salem in Baramahal ; and even these there 
is reason to believe, but recently migrated thither troni the 
Poliums of Chittoor and tho Zillah of Cuddapah. With 
respect to the Iliodu usages, adverting to the disposition 


* It sccQiii to me quite clear, that the fsy&tem had its origin in some 
hands of robbers who had become Mussclmans, and who infested the 
roads about Delhi above two centuries ag^o— that they ramd^ from the 
North-west, but from what country I cannot venture to guess. W. H. S. 

2 X 
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obs<?rvabIe among the lower orders of both nations to 
adopt the rites and customs of each other, they may have 
been introduced and eagerly received among ignorant 
and ‘i.'ncrstitioijs oUcnders, ever prone to embrace a 
scliomo which serves the purpose of tranquillizing the 
mind without requiring the abandonment of criminal 
habits either by Hindu converts to Islamism, or by such 
Hindu criminals as retaining their religion, attached 
themselves to bands of Phansigars. 

RICHARD C. SHERWOOD, 

SurffcoHy on the Establishment 

of Fort St, George, 

December 1816 . 


APPENDIX W. 


To 3 . WAUCHOPK, Esqlirk. 

My Drau Sir, 

A' on will, I doubt not, be much 
surprised at being troubled by a person who had only the 
pleasure of being acquainted with you for a few days at 
Allahabad. I trust however to your goodness for an 
excuse, and will at once proceed to the object of my 
writing. 

It is now almost a month since I was informed that a 
fortnight before, some Thugs murdered four persons in 
a Nullah, between Banda and Kaeta, and were appre- 
hended to tlie number of about twenty-five or thirty, 
almost on the instant of their accomplishing the murder, 
and sent in to you. Amongst those apprehended are said 
tobeSnmadban Brahman, Oodeihaand Khooman Lodehs, 
and Nanda Bukal, all of great notoriety. 
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From llie cy-cumstances under which they were appre- 
hended, I think it likely many may have cuufcsscd, not 
only the present charge but former crimes. In this case^ 
their confessions must throw great light on the system of 
Thuggee, and as they are (many of them) originally 
inhabitants of this neiglibourliood, perhaps implicate many 
persons whose names were hitherto unknown, as well as 
corroborate accusations made against some ^Yho have 
been seized and others who have escaped. 

As I have several men now under investigation charg- 
ed with this crime, and with being accomplices of some of 
those you have in conrincmoiit, 1 hope it will not he thought 
an improper interference to retjuest you will oblige me 
with copies of such confessions as may have been made 
before you. If of no use to the case 1 have under trial, 
they will be so as private nicinuruuda. 1 should also feel 
much obliged by your favoring me with a list of the persons 
apprehended, ineliuling their cast and place of residence. 

My reasons for this second rccpicst are, 1st, that a 
number of Thugs were apprehended by Mr. Wright and 
confessed before him, and their confessions implicate the 
men I abave mentioned as so notorious. Were copies of 
those confessions inserted in the case in your Court, they 
would perhaps tend to corroborate any confession made 
before you ; and would certainly show that they have long 
since followed the trade of murder. As I have notes of 
these confessions by me, after being favored with the 
names of those you have caught, I could mention the 
names of those by whom they were formerly implicated. 
If you were inclined to call for copies of those confessions 
from Cawnpore, by enabling you at once to mentiou those 
you wish to have, much trouble would be saved. 2adly^ 
amongst those now in confinement with you, are perhaps 
Some for whom I have been and am still searching. 
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Should my intelligence be incorrect, yoiij^will be inclin- 
ed to smile ; but allow me to mention that in order to 
state my wishes and reasons, I assumed the whole as a 
truth. For the sake of humanity I hope no such murder 
was committed, but if it have, I cannot but congratuluto 
you on the apprehension of the gang. Hoping to be 
excused for the trouble. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Your’s very sincerely, 
(Signed) G. STOCKWFLL. 

IPAavoaliy 14/7/. Or/. 1814. 

N. Jl. Part of my information says Khoslsallro, 
Pursudooa and Kurhora were with the party ofSuniadan 
but escaped. As these three live in Banda i*i my juris- 
diction, if their seizure be desirable I believe 1 can eilect 
it. 

My Dear Sir, 

I had yesterday the pleasure of 
receiving your copy of Bliuga’s deposition, and the day 
before that of your letter. 

Though I am astonished at his recognizing so few, I 
do not despair of tiiiding evidence against the persons 
and notoriety of the remainder, though not to their speci- 
fic villanies. In the course of two or three days I shall 
send yon two persons employed as Burkiindaze in the 
Thanuah of Sindousc, one of them a Dhanuck, inhabitant 
of this place, and well acquainted with the Thugs formerly 
residing here ; the other an intelligent man who has been 
five years in the Thannah 7.nder the very edge of which 
their houses were. My object in sending them is to 
ascertain whether some of those apprehended are not 
old inhabitants of this village, mixed with the Cfiwnpore 
ThugS| which 1 understand to be the case from their 
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huving taken refuge in the same places about Juloun, &c. 
and thus lorn/ed an acquaintance. J have also another 
man in store who is at present gone to endeavor to 
procure the seizure of Sumadan. Ho has to-day told 
me of Ins own accord that four of the Thugs I wanted 
are in your jail amongst the twenty-five, viz. 

Odeehii Locloh, a very celebrated character. 

Omeda Lnngra, ditto ditto 

liullooa ditto, against him arc two cases according to 
a confess io!i. 

Siindooa liodeh. (I cannot find his name in the list.) 

1 hope you will excuse me when I start a doubt 
regarding the plan you have at present in view of sending 
the persons to Cawiiporc from this Zillali, to I)e there 
tried for the respective cases. You will I am sure excuse 
my fearing the result when 1 mention that Mr. Wright 
apprehended seventy-six, of whom seventeen made con- 
fessions, which strongly criminated the remaining fifty-nine 
who denied. Amongst these denials, arc several suspi- 
cious circumstances, and once or twice the property was 
produced from their houses and recognized. Those who 
denied and those who confessed were alike released by 
one sweeping order of the Nizamul Adawlut, witlioiit 
security or any thing else. 

1 cannot but think that when the very suspicious 
circumstances are taken into consideration under which 
the seizure was made, and the change of their names and 
place of residence and cast (evidently implying a fear of 
those under which they were known) and to llicso be 
added the confessions of Thugs apprehended five years 
ago criminating them, little can be wanting to establish 
their guilt. It is on such strong circumstantial evidences 
that I cannot conceive any Court will release them. 
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Oq the contrary should they be sent to Cawupore, there 
being- no proof, hat what they before bad, I fear they 
would find the same lenity which was shown to their 
companions. 

In the event of their being sent to Cawnpore, you 
would still wish to liave copies of those papers accusing 
them attached to the case in your Court, fur which pur- 
pose I copy the following from Wright’s notes. 

When the person returns, which will he I fancy 
about a week hence, 1 shall send him in order to point 
oat the four whose names he mentioned, and 1 believe he 
will recognize some of the rest on their being slmwn to 
him. 1 shall do myself the pleasure of addressing you a 
short note when I send the Burkundazes. 

I am, See. 

(Signed) G. STOCKWELL. 

Camp Sindouse, Dec. 22, 1814. 

You would perhaps think it a shorter way to send one 
or two of tlio Zemindars of this place to recognize the 
Thugs of their village, but alas the coinuiunication is 
still kept up, and they derive perhaps as much profit as 
ever from them. They are by no means to be trusted 
ill ihis. 

SJ V Dkar Sir, 

I have to entreat yonr pardon 
for allowing your last letter to remain so long unanswer- 
ed, the principal reason for which was my not having any 
subject worthy of coinmnnication. As Bhowaiiy left mo 
some days ago in a Dooly he has no doubt ere this 
arrived, and I hope you may derive some benefit from 
him. Toollacya has been unwell and only just rejoined 
mo ; be shall be sent you in a short time, lie will tell 
you all about Purshaud who came to me as a spy, and 
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inlroflnced TJoolya. As he can give yon the whole of 
niy iMtclligcnce respecting Purshaud, I refrain from 
troubling you. Herewith enclosed is a copy of an 
UrzLO presented by niy spy, and as his source of 
inforniatiun is a relation and Padreo to the llaja of 
Jugninunpore, it may very possibly be correct. It will 
at all events be sis w'oll to have a look-out after the party 
who w(‘iu towards Cliiittcrpore, and arc expected to re- 
turn ill tlie course of tiftcen or twenty days. Tliero can 
ho no doubt lliat such persons are allowed to reside in 
Juguinunporo, as in April last, when in Camp near to 
that place the Umlah of niy Court visited the place, and 
(he hmises of the Thugs situated close under the Uaja’s 
Port were pointed out to them among the other curtosi- 
tii's. Nothing like concealment was uUempted, they 
btiirfg told ** there are so many of Ibis cast, and so many 
** of that, and there you see one hundred houses of 

Thttffs’* As the ancestors of Madlioo Sing, ami him- 
self also when in charge of Sindouse, collected a tax at 
the rate of 25 rupees per house, there can be no reason 
to doubt that Mahaepat Sah, a broiher of the ilajali, 
should do the same. Toolya will give you a list of men 
concerned in four cases within your district, sevr/.i! of 
whom are in your jail ; and will also mention the prin- 
cipal Thugs and their villages living in Jaloun, and sumc 
part of Soobah Gwalior. I am sorry to say Perry writes 
me of two or three Thuggies having lately occurred in 
the Eastern extremity of the District, and you will have 
heard from Middleton that they have favored him with 
some visits. 

I have not heard the slightest hint at the perpetrators 
of tlie Dudwareh Dacoity. This silence appears to mo 
very extraordinary, as by one means or another we have 
become acquainted with all the Dacoities but one which 
have been committed in this District, and with most of 
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those in the neighbouring Ziilah, so tha^ this must be 
some unknown gang, I was once tohl, that strong sus- 
picion attached to the Zemindars, but could get no good 
grounds for such an opinion. Two points had nearly 
escaped me, one that the Thnggics in your District are 
preconcerted, that is, gangs rush in at once from dif- 
ferent quarters, and their crimes arc committed almost 
all at once or in a very short periocl. Of the truth or 
falsity of this you cap well judge. The second, that for 
the short lime Bhowany has been in my employ ho 
has been more successful in apprehending than any spy 
I ever look in servioo. I mention this as a reason for 
believing his assertions. 

Believe me, 

My dear Waiichope, 

Ever your’s faithfully, ' 
(Signed) G. STOCK WELL. 

Camp JeJiekha, 10/ A June, 1815. 

The sum collected from Thugs at Sindouse was five 
thousand rupees per annum, making the number of houses 
two hundred; but must of these houses, iu order to evade 
the (ax, contained three or four Thugs, besides their 
women and children. The probable number of Thugs 
might at a low rate be considered 400 ! I ! Merchants came 
from Benares to purchase their spoils at a cheap rate. 


To J. WAUCIIOPE, Bsquire/ 

Magistrate, Btindelcund, 

Sir, 

I beg to transmit for your informatipn the 
accompanying Extract of a Letter from the Magistrate 
of Etawab; dated 7th of August last, together with Copy 
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of a Lottor aiid its enclosure, from tiie Joint Magistrate 
of that District dated the llth of August on the subject 
of murders by Thugs. 

I am, &.C. &c. 

(Signed) J. SHAKESPKAR, 

Acting S. P. Western Provinces, 

Office of S. P., Calcutta, \ 
the 3l«f March, ISKJ. 5 


lix tract of a Letter from the Magistrate of Klaicah to 
the Acting Superintendent of Police in the Western 
Provinces, dated 7 Ih August 1815. 

Para. 20. As far as I can depend on the informa- 
tion and experience which 1 have acquired during my 
residence in this District, the Thugs who have been 
in the habit of infesting this part of tlie C/ompun)^s Pro- 
vinces may I conceive be divided ’ into three classes 
entirely unconnected with each other. First, those who 
originally resided under the protection of the Zemindars 
on the large estates of Hurra Sing, Dyaram <ond Rhug- 
wuut Sing in Allyghur ; and of Himnnit Sing, late 
JXajab of Etawah, in this district, including also a few 
detached parties who lived unmolested at or near to a 
village called Borasa in Furruckabad. The Thanahs of 
Shahabad, Phurha and Kiilileyee in Etawah, in three or 
four of the Police Divisions of Allyghur. The murders 
which were formerly so common on the road which lies 
between Etawah, Klias and Agra, on the high road from 
Gawnpore between Nubbeegunge and Shahabad, and on 
that leading from Mynpooree to CocI, as well as in other 
loss freqnented parts of Allygurh, Furruckabad and 

2 Y 
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Elawali were cliiefly perpetrated by men belqnging to this 
cIas^^ If such criminals can be supposed to faav'o any 
religion they will be found principally, if not exclusively, 
to profess the Mahomniedan faith. A number have been 
seized, and are now in the jails at Mynpoorcc and Coel ; 
and a few are in confinement also at Fnttehgliur ; many, 
however, are still at large, some of whom reside in the 
district of Allygliur, and I have reason to think that a 
party of nine or ten of the most notorious of these 
ofleiiders, by whom the murder in Suckiit was in all pro- 
bability committed, have for some time past taken up 
their abode in the vicinity of Agra. 

21. The second class consists of Hindoos, who are 
for the most part of the Lodhee caste, and this is by far 
more nunierons than the class I have jnst mentioned. 
They resided in great numbers in the eastern Tbannuhs 
of this District, and the adjoining Pnrgunnahs of Cawn- 
pore, until disturbed by the measures pursued against 
them by Mr. Wright and myself in ISIO and 1811, when 
many were seized and others absconded. By cultivating 
a few beegalis of land they were able, under the osten- 
sibly character of ryots, to follow the more iucrative 
profession of Thuggie without being suspected. Their 
depredations were consequently local, and the murders 
which were so numerous to the westward of Gawiipore, 
particularly in the vicinity of Kanojo, and those which 
occasionally happened in the lower part of this jurisdic- 
tion, may be ascribed to their activity. About twenty of 
these offenders are confiued on security in the jail at 
Mynpooree ; but many of those committed by Mr. Wright 
have been released, and have returned to their old 
haunts in the Cawnpore district, neither reformed by 
the morals of a jail, nor less audacious from th6 expe* 
rience they have had of the facility of escaping from the 



( S?! ) 


bands of juslice. To this class my letter to you of tlie 
7th of, June last adverts. 

22. The third is more formidable in point of number, 
and extends over a greater expanse of country than eilher 
of the foregoing classes. It includes that desperate asso- 
ciation of men of both religions and of all castes, which 
grew up under the fostering protection of the Zemindars 
of Purhearha and of the villages contiguous thereto in 
the Gwalior territory. It is already known to yi>u that 
those who resided in the villages of Pnrliearlia were dis- 
persed when Mr. ITallicd personally visited that Purgun- 
nah. They have however since gradually refurnod, and 
now live in a number of Ibe Gwalior villages stretching 
over an irregular tract of country from the right bank of 
the Kooarce to the uontines of Diittea. They travel in 
larger bodies, and are more hold and adventurous than the 
Thugs in the Company’s Provinces. Their predatory 
excursions arc chielly confined to the country which lies 
Eastward and Southward of Gwalior, and to the districts 
of Biuidelcund ; and I have reason to believe that they 
rarely if ever visit the Dooab. Their number has been 
partially augmented from some fugitives from the second 
class, who may perhaps, from their knowledge of the coun- 
try, occasionally venture across the Jumna. Several of 
the most notorious of these oflienders have been seized by 
Mr. Wauchopc, and are now in the jail at Bandab. 

To THOMAS PERK^Y, Esquirk, 

Mayisirate of Zillak Elaivali, 

Sir, 

I had the honor of receiving your letter 
of the 22d April last, covering a copy of a letter from the 
Superintendent of Police relative to the Thugs of 
Purhearha, 
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2. I apprehend that the Putwaries of this Pargnn- 
nali can ^ive no iiiformation on the point required^ Irom 
all I have been able to learn it appears to me that the 
‘Thng-s formerly residing in Siudouse, &c. have settled in 
the Gwalior territories where they are sure of protection'; 
at least as the Auiuils of that Government deriving a re- 
venue from their depredations, it is fair to conclude that 
they protect them as formerly. I am told by the most 
respectiible Zemindars that 5,500 rupees was the average 
payment made to these States for the Thugs at the rate 
of twenty-live rupees per house, this being the number of 
230 houses, but most of the houses contained three men. 

3. The villages at present most notorious adjoining 
to Purhearha. 


i 


JuloULl,. 

Suhoo, VOf Jaloun. 

Ilusoolpore,.3 

Suraopore, 

Sooneh .. Jngarannpove, and I believe in Ju- 
Sdoruch”.'.'*) gumunpore Kims. 


MoHickporc, 
Mohonee,,. . 
Tetringare,.. 
Sonaweery,.. 


! Belonging to Scindia ; there is also a 
Poorwa of Rampoor, said to contain 
ahout300 houses of Thugs, at the bead 
of whom is the famous Dhurm Khoa 
alias Dhurm Khan* 


The former Sirdar, Boodhooa, and about twenty of his 
gang, were cauglitin or about Ameer Khan’s army; and 
that leader cut otV their noses and both hands, no doubt 
an efl*ectual way of preventing their recurring to this way 
for a livelihood. 

4. I am also informed that they seldom repair to the 
Company’s Territories to commit their depredations, and 
have as yet heard of few instances of their taking vp their 
abode on the left bank of the J umua. 
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5. Tliis intoliigence appears to me to be true, for the 
gangs of Purbearim committed their Tliuggics more like 
handitli, openly and in large bodies, attacking and 
plundering parties of travellers, not taking any care to 
conceal the crime by hiding the bodies ; whereas the 
Tliuggies of the Dooab are committed more by stealth than 
force on two or three individuals, early in the dark of the 
morning or late in the evening, at least l(?aving no marks 
of force being used. The piercing the throat, or (ipping 
up the bellies is frequently done to prevent any chance of 
life remaining, and the bodies carefully concealed in 
wells or nullahs. The only thing in which the two 
descriptions at all coincide is that of their plundering and 
invariably murdering the plundered. 

G. 1 have every reason to believe that the Thuggies 
commitl(?(l in Cawnpore, Furruckahad, &c. have been 
perpetrated by the old Lodha gangs, as well as by those 
who were released from Cawnpore ; and the only Musul- 
man gang which has come to my knowledge is that of 
Koodrooa living in Bowliary, which I mentioned to you 
some time since in a private letter. As you are fully 
acquainted with the names and villages of the principals 
there is no necessity to mention them. 

7. I have also the honor to subjoin another list of 
Thugs, and of the villages in which they reside which 
may perhaps be useful. It was procured from persons 
perfectly unconnected with those from whom the above 
was obtained. 

I Lave, &c. &c. 

(Signed) G. STOCKWELL, 

Joint Magistrate. 

Etawah, August 11, 1815. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) T, FERRY, Magistrate, . 
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SlaUtmnt of ViUayeSy of Thugs lelonging lo Illaieh 
Jaloniif that accompanied Mr, Slochvell's letlenof the 
11 th A ugustf 1 8 J 5* 

Gorahp, Piinna, y\|){}rorrr. 

Kounod, Piirinah Lodher, ...... Him;; 1i^32. 

Sakomi, Guncaha Miisulman,. . . , Traiispoi-led. 

Ooiia, Italiadour, Dead. 

Morara, Kambiix, Ihmt; 1830. 

Muliar, Mini Khan Musulinaii, . . IJiinj; 1S33. 

Piirmab, At hirgd. 

Gbnsia l.oOhc;.*, At large. 

Dbug^rimla I.otihrr, .... At iargr. 

Hiimnia aliai» Ivhcmixia, At largo.. 



PaikisbiMi, 

Munsookha, 

Umijcot, 

Hung 1833. 


Anioda Lniigra, ...... 

Odd let, 

Sookoon. 

Ainod 2d, 

^At large. 


<?beynuua, 

TranFporled 1833. 


Siinluoa, 

'rraiispiirtod I83.'>, 


Piir.'siidii, 

Kb yroon M iisnlinan, • . . • 

Hung 18.32. 

Jusspooraby 

Klioumaii, 

Hung at Saiigor. 


Keliry, 

Hung at Jiibulpore. 


Tajooa, 

r Died in Hoshunga* 
( bad Jail. 


KulouH, 

At largo. 


I’njooa I.<oilhcc, ••••...• 

Died at home. 

.Pupur>- Nowrcyporo, 

Kigac, 

Dietl in Suugor Jail. 

Tinirot*, 

Pfrrbux Miisiilinaii, . , , , 

Jubtilpore Jail. 

Bulhon, 

Sookliooa Lodeb, • . , . . i 

Dead. 

SurooaporCy •.•••• 

Khynioa Musulman,. . . • 

Died at home. 


Doorgah,**.*.. •••«•••• 

Approver. 


Khciomaiii 

Approver. 


Pttuga, 

Died in Saugjpr Jail. 


Durlo Brahman^ 

Hung at Saugor. 
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Villuycx. 


Names of Thugs. 


Remarks by. Captain 
Slecman in 1835. 


Suruoupore, 


Piinchiitti, 

Mnn^a, . 

Allied:!, 

Rumbux Brulimin, ' •. 

Guncsli Musuhnan, . • • • 



Transported to 
Siiugor. 


Clioonali, 


^lehonie, 


Mall a soldi a Dralimin, 

Hiissiinop, 

Bii'kbhaii, 

Maliii Miisiitinun, 

Kelly ra and two other?, 
Dliiikiir Kajpoots. 
khooniim Kusbatty 

nrahuiiii, 

Dhurm Khan, 

Siiiidia, «• 

Puehooii, . . 

Zorawer, . , 

Ituiiiola, . . 

Bbora,., . . 

Piiijchuma, 

Bbiicrwaii, 

Mufiliooa,. . 

Sulya, ,.«• 








Suo|(uiioo Aliecr, 


^Dcad. 

I Hung at Saugor. 
Died at Surahec ISS'iS 


^ Dead. 


J 


There are many others whose names are unkiiowu. 

(Signed) G. STOCKWELL, 

Jmnt Magistrate. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) T. PERRY, Magistrate. 
(True Copy,) 

(Signed) J. S HAKES PE\R, 

Superintendent of Police, 
, (True Copies,) 

W. H. SLEEMAN, Genl. Supl, 
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APPENDIX X- 

To MAJOR STEWART, 

Acting Resident^ Indore^ 

Sir, 

1. I have the honor to forward the pro- 
ceedings* of an inquiry held by me on the gang of 
Thugs in conrinement here^ of whose seizure and the 
circumstances that led to it you are already informed. 

2. As appears in his Deposition after the gang was 
secured at Bheclwarah, the wiiuess Aiminoola, under 
alarm for the consequences, voluntarily presented him- 
self to the Jemadar of the party sent on this service, and 
confessing that he and his fellow prisoners were the 
description of persons they were snspected to be, offered 
to make a disclosure of tbeir acts and proceedings ; from 
that moment be was kept separate from bis companions 
to prevent him from being dissuaded from this purpose 

* Consisting; of fbe foilowing* papers.— 

Vo. 1. Drpasition of tlio evidence A manoola. 

JVo. 2. Deposition of the evidence' Kainirajo. 

No. X Deposition of the evidence Poorun. 

No. 4. Deposition of the evidence Ktinjeet. 

No. Deposition of the evidence Muddary. 

No. 6. Deposition of tlie evidence Babadoor Khan Havildar and Shere 
Khan Sepoy. 

No. 7. Deposition of the evidence Bhawuuy Khan Uavildar and Bhudja 
Bhccl. 

No. 8. List of articles found in tlie possession of the Thugs when seized. 

No. 9. of the foregoing articles mentioned in the evidences belong- 
ing to particular individuals murdered by the Thugs. 

No. 10. List of the foregoing articles that have been recognized by 
friends or persons murdered. 

JCSd.' ll, jycfcnce of the prisoners. 
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by the efforts which they would doubtless liave exerted 
iipou him to itfdt eilect ; and the day after the arrival of the 
whole at Jowrah, I took from him the Deposition now 
forwarded, and in corroboration of it dispatched him tho 
day following under a guard to point out the bodies of 
the persons stated by him to have been murdered at 
diflerent places on the route of the gang between Mundc- 
sore and Dekola, where they were seized, a corrobora- 
tion, v?hich, as you will observe by the Depositions of tho 
Havildar and others of the guard, was fully afforded. 

3. The Deposition thus corroborated was perhaps 
alone .sufficient to establish the guilt of the prisoners, 
hut as it was desirable to obtain all the information 
possible of the acts and proceedings of this band of 
systematic murderers, that the Guveruinent might be llio 
better able to adopt effectual measures for tlieir even- 
tual extirpation, I held out a promise of pardon to 
other individuals of the gang to come forward, on which 
five of the prisoners, whose Depositions are enclosed, 
presented themselves as evidence against their associates. 

4. These Depositions appear to me to be too full and 
corroborative of tbo deep and atrocious guilt of tbo 
prisoners to rc(|uirc any comment or additional proof of it, 
and I have only to observe therefore that the Witnesses 
from whom they have been obtained. Lave beeta all along 
kept in separate guards, apart from each other, and no 
interchange of communication has been allowed to take 
place among them. 

(Signed) W. BORTHWICK, 

Poll, Agent, 

JHehidpoor Agency Qffictf 26<4 July, 1829 . 

(True Copy,) 

^ (Signed) T. ROBINSON, 

2d ABsistanU 
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To GEORGE SWINTON, Esquiue, 

Chief Secy, to Government,^ 

Fort William. 

Sir, 

I huvc ibe honor to transmit for the 
information and orders of Government the proceedings 
of Captain Borthwick in the case of a large of- 
Thugs, nppreliended by him on their return from an 
expedition into Guzerat. 

2. These proceedings detail so fully the system pur- 
sued by these murderers that any comment or observations 
on them seem quite superfluous, the guilt of the party 
being established beyond all douht. With reference, 
however, to the quantity and trifling value of Iho articles 
found in the possession of the murderers, it may be 
proper to notice that this is satisfactorily accounted for 
by the circumstance of the party having only five days 
before their apprehension sent ofl*, under charge of one 
of their loaders ; almost all the booty they had collected 
in their expedition, including, of course, every thing of 
value. 

3. The expeditions of these murderons gaitgs have of 
late years become the greatest calamities with which Maiwa 
has been afllicted ; and it will not fail to attract the notice 
of Government that the very pacification of the country 
lias led to the extension of this murderous system to a 
degree unkuown before, 

4. The invariable practice of putting to death the 
whole of their victims, the manner in which this is done, 
and the mode in which the bodies are disposed of, 
renders the apprehension and conviction of these gangs 
particularly difficult ; and therefore I consider the seizure 
of so large a body of th^m as a most fortunate event for 
this country, aud likely, if capital punishment is inflicted 
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on the greater part of them, to pot a slop to such expe« 
ditioQs for a tong period to come ; the pnnishment bow* 
ever of these murderers, to be effective iii this respect, 
ought 1 conceive to be inflicted at the diilerent places 
from whence they come; and I cannot help trusting that 
Government will also adopt sonie measures both in our 
ov/ii territory, and in the dominions of our Allies to bring 
to condign piinishment the village oQiccrs and other 
authorities of the country who connive at the proceedings 
of these murderers, and participate in their plunder. 
These can hardly be considered as less guilty than the 
iiiiirdetrcrs themselves. 

5. 1 beg leave therefore to suggest that the loaders, 

and all of the party whose employment in the gang has 
been that of stranglers, should suftor capital punishment 
each at the village to which he belongs; where the mur- 
derers come from places not within our jurisdiction, I 
can hardly anticipate any difficulty in obtaining the assent 
of our Allies to make an example so requisite for the 
future safety of innocent travellers throughout Central 
India ; the rest of the gang, with ilie exception of those 
to whom pardon has been promised, ought, I conceive, 
either to be banished from Hindoos tan or con fined for 
life. 

(Signed) J. STEWART, Resident. 
Indore^ Vith Aiu/nst, 1829. 


To MAJOR STEWART, 

Officiating Re side at ^ Indore, 

Sir, 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of youi Dispatch of the 12tb August, submitting copies 
of a letter from Captain Borthwiek and of proceedings 
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lield by him ia the case of a gang of Thugs, and to com- 
niunicatc to you tho following observations and orders 
of the Governor General ia Council on the subj 

2, Captain liorthwick is considered to merit great 
praise for the seizure of^o large a gang of those atrocious 
criminals, and for the full and satisfactory evidence which 
be has obtained of tlicir guilt. Tho Depositions of ' 
Amanoollaand the other four accomplices who came for^ 
ward on the promise of pardon afford the strongest proof 
of the whole of the prisoners belonging to the gang, and of 
the numerous murders, committed by them in the course 
of their progress, through the several countries, which 
were the scene of their depredations. Tho discovery of 
the dead bodies in the places pointed out by Amanoolla, 
and the production and identification of some of the pro- 
perty found iu the possession of the gang, as detailed in 
the proceedings held by Captain Borthwick, confirm the 
Depositions of the five evidences, and established the 
guilt of the parties beyond the possibility of doubt— His 
Lordship in Council observes that one of the evidences, 
Khaim Rauj, has deposed to no less than 71 murders. 

3. These murders haviug been perpetrated in territo- 
ries belougiug to various Native Chiefs, and the perpetra- 
tors being inhabitants of various districts belonging to 
different authorities, there is no Chief in particular to 
whom we could deliver them up for punishment, as their 
Sovereign, or as the Prince of the territory in which the 
crime had been committed. 

4. The hand of these inhuman monsters being against 
every one, and there being, re country within the range 
of their annual excursiong from Bundelcund to Guzerat, 
in which they have not committed murder, it appears to 
His liprdship in Council that they may be considered 
like Piiatesi to be placed without the pale of social law, 
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and be salijectcd to condign punishment by whatever 
authority Iho^ may be seized and convicted. 

5. Under this view of the case and adverting to the 
relative situation of the British Government as the para- 
mount power, the Governor General in Council has 
no hesitation in authorizing and directing capital pu- 
nishment to be indicted on tbo leaders, and all the gang 
who shall be proved to have been employed as the 
stranglers. With regard to those who in decoying and 
enticing the victims to their fate, or in aiding to remove 
and conceal the bodies, they must be bold to be accessaries 
both. before and after the fact; they are equally criminal 
as the principals and deserving the same punishment 
of death ; but his Lordship in Council authorizes you to 
commute the sentence of capital punishment into trans- 
portation for life, with hard labour, beyond seas, or 
coniinement for a certain term of years, according to 
the circumstances of each particular case. Such of the 
prisoners as have acted merely as followers of the gang, 
employed in the performance of menial duties, such 
as syces or grass cutters, and did not, as accomplices, 
sharing in the plunder, and boys also, under 14 years of 
age, of whom there are three or four amongst the prison- 
ers, are to Ijekept in coniinement for such periods as 
you may consider proper. 

6. His Lordship in Council conceives that much 
difficulty, with risk of escape, would attend the plan 
suggested by you of executing the individuals condemn- 
ed to sulier deatli, each at bis own village, and deems it 
more expedient that the whole on whom capital punish- 
ment is to be inflicted should be executed at the place 
where they are now confined. It will he proper to 
intimate to Holkar^s Government the apprehension and 
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conviction oF the gang** and the orders which yoa have 
received for inflictirig capital punishment 'on the mur- 
derers. 

7. Previously to deciding on the fate of each indivi- 
dual prisoner (seventy-four in number) the Governor 
General in Council desire that you will instruct Captain 
Borthwick to call them up singly in the order of enclo- 
sure No. 11 of Captain Borthwick’s letter, in which 
their defence is contained, and take the evidence of the 
five witnesses as to the identity of the individual, his 
degree of connection with the gang as leader, accom- 
plice, or menial, and compare the evidence as giv^n by 
each of those five approvers. Captain Borthwick will also 
hear whatever the prisoners may desire to olfcr further 
in their defence; and wherever a doubt may exist in his 
mind as to the fact of the party being one of the gang 
(notwithstanding the identification of one or more of the 
evidence) that individual is to have the benelit of the 
doubt, and his case to be reserved for further orders. 
In the Deposition submitted with your Dispatch, the 
cases of the prisoners are not given in the same niinie- 
Tical order in each; and it becomes difTicnU in some 
instances to know whether the witness refer to one and 
the same individual. 

8. By the course of the proceedings now directed, 
the first prisoner to be identified according to the list 
in enclosure No. 11 is Omruw Sing, Each of the five 
witnesses should be called on in succession, and without 
the privity of one another, to identify and name him ; and 
Captain Borthwick will keep vi- record of the proceeding, 
stating his own opinion regarding the establishment of 
the prisoners guilt, and the punishment to which, with 
reference to the observation in a preceding part of this 
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letter, the prisoner is subject Captain Borlbwick having 
completed lfie.se proceedings) will submit them to you, 
and you will pass final sentence on all those deserving 
of capital punishment and direct it to be carried into 
execution. Those adjudged to transportation beyond 
seas, are to he sent under a suitable escort to Bombay, 
to be kept in custody there until tho receipt of orders 
from hence, which will be sent without delay. Tho indi- 
viduals who are to sufl’er temporary imprisonment, will be 
retained where they now are, and you will receive the 
iinal instructions of Government on the receipt of your 
repojrt, and Captain Borthwick’s further proceedings as 
above directed. 

9. With respect to the five witnesses to whom Capt. 
Borthwick promised pardon, it does not appear whether 
unconditional release on the conviction of their associates 
was distinctly pledged to them or not. Considering the 
past course of life which those individuals, who have taken 
an active share in all the atrocities to which they depose, 
have led, IIi.s Lordship in Council fc?cls extremely reluc- 
tant to let them again loose upon society without security 
for their future good behaviour. If by pardon was only 
meant that their lives which had been forfeited by their 
crimes, should be spared, they may bo considered to be 
treated with great lenity if no severer punishment bo in- 
flicted than confinement until they can give good security, 
and you will be pleased to send them, under a guard to 
the care of the Governor General’s Agent in Bundcicund, 
with whom you will arrange as to the time of their dis- 
patch, and the place where they may be delivered over 
to the escort, which that officer may propose to send 
to the frontier of his jurisdiclion, for the purpose of 
relieving the guard which may be sent from Mahidpore. 
The Agent to the Governor General will receive iustruc- 
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tions regarding their disposal nnlil they can furnish such 
security as he may sec proper to accept; you^will apprize 
the five individuals of this decision in order that they may 
know their destination and adopt means for obtaining the 
security required. 

10. You will further apprize them if that by their 
means the leaders and others of the gang who separated 
from them some time before their seizure with the inten- 
tion of returning to Bundelcund, or who made their 
escape when the rest were arrested, can be apprehended 
and convicted, they will establish a claim to further consi- 
deration and indulgence. 

11. It is the intention of Government to authorize the 
oflTer of a reward of one thousand rupees for the appre- 
hension of lleera, Hatty ram, and any others whose names 
may be given by the approvers as notorious leaders of 
Thugs. You will be pleased to communicate to the autho- * 
rities in Bundelcund who will be authorized to offer the 
rewards abovementioned, whatever further information 
you may receive from their late associates. 

12. Copies of the Depositions of the five Witnesses 
will be communicated to the JT udges and Magistrates of 
the District where the system of Thnggie has prevailed, 
and it is not unlikely that the evidence of the individuals 
in question, while they may remain in confinement in 
Bundelcund, may be of use in convicting Thog offenders, 
against whom it might otherwise be difficult to bring 
proof. 

(Signed) G, SWINTON, 

Chief $^f:retary to Government. 
Fort William^ 23rf October^ 1829. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) G. SWINTON, 

Chief Secretary to Government* 
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To CAPTAIN BORTHWICK, 

• Political A fjentt Mahulpore. 

Sir, I have the honor to acknowledge (he 

rooeipt of your letter of the 10th instant, with the 
Proceedings accompanying it. 

2. I have passed sentence on death on forty of the 
criminals, a list of whom. No. 11, I herewith enclose, and 
have to request that yon will cause the sentence upon them 
to he carried into effect with as little delay as possible. 

3. With reforonce to the 3il paragraph of yont letter 
I recommend that a part of the criminals should he 
executed in the vicinity of the places in your neighbour- 
hood where they committed the murders most recently 
perpetrated. On referring to your former proceedings, I 
observe that those murders were committed near Rutlam, 
at Tarode, near Mundcsore, and at a place a little beyond 
the cantonment of Ncemach. A portion of the criminals 
may bo executed at each of those places, and at any other 
place where you may conceive that a salutary impression 
will he produced thereby. The leaders and most despc* 
rale of the gang I recommend to be executed immediate- 
ly at Mahidpore. 

4. 1 have also the honor to enclose a list. No. 2, of the 
criminals sentenced to transportation beyond seas ; these 
YOU will be pleased to send under a snOicient guard to 
IMIiovr, where the Ofliccr Commanding the Malwa Field 
Force, will be requested to relieve your guard by one from 
his Force, and to forward the prisoners to Asseerghur, 
from whence they will ho sent to Bombay. 

5. The prisoners whoso names are mentioned in list 
No. 3, who have beensentenced to coiifiiieinent for differ-, 
ent periods, you will be pleased to retain in custody, 
together with the evidences, until further orders. 

(Signed) J. STEW ART, Act. Resident, 

Jndore Itesidencys Campy Pec, 1821). 

3 A 
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To M. AINSLIE, Esquire, 

Atfenl to the Governor General, l^'undelcund. 

Pol, Dept. 

Sir, 

I am directed to transmit to yoa the 
enclosed copies of a Dispatch from the Acting Resident 
at Indore relative to the apprehension of a gang of Thugs, 
and '>f the instructions which have been issued to Major 
SU wart in reply, and to desire that you will put your- 
self in conmiiinicalion with that Officer on the several 
points therein stated, and use your best endeavours to 
secure the individuals belonging to Ibe gang, who arc 
yet at large. 

2. You are hereby aiitharizcd to oiler the rewards for 
the apprebensioii of the leaders, specilied in my letter to 
Major Stewart. The Governor General in Council 
desires to leave to your own judgment and discretion 
the adoption of whatever course may appear to you to be 
best suited to the accomplishment of the end desired. 

3. Copies of this letter and of the correspondence 
with the Acting Resident at Indore will be sent to the 
Agent to the Governor General in Saugor and the 
Nurbiulda Territories for his information, and a communi- 
cation will be made from the Judicial Department to the 
several Judges and Magistrates in those Districts in 
wiiich the Thugs have occasionally been apprehended, 
instructing them to correspond with you on the occasion 
of any person being hereafter apprehended as Thugs, 
when it is not unlikely that the evidence of the five Thugs 
who have turned informers, may prove useful in the con- 
viction of the parties acensed. 

(Signed) G. SWINTON, 

Chief Secretary to Govefnm^nt* 
Fort WiUiam, 2dd Oct. 1829. 
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‘ APPENDIX X. 


Deposition of AmanoolaJi Phansigai\ admitted to giv^t 
evidence^ a Musselman, age about 50 years. 

1 aiu ODC of the gang of Phansigars uo\7 in confine- 
ment, and with my associates was stopped in the month 
of Bysak last, at the village Dekoia, about 7 or 8 coss 
northward of Bheelwarah, as we were returning to our 
hon)£S in Ilindoostan. At this place a party of 8 or 10 
horsemen came upon us and said that Captain Bortliwick 
having heard that we were carrying Opium out of Mulwa, 
had sent them to stop us. On hearing this our minds 
were relieved from suspicion or fear that the of)ject of 
the horsemen was any other thaii wliat it professed to 
ho, or had any reference to our habits and pursuits. 
We readily consented therefore to return to Bheelwarah 
with the horsemen, who, we thonght, would of course 
allow US to depart after searching us and finding wchad 
no Opium. After our arrival there we learut the true 
cause of our being arrested, not however before the 
authorities and inhahitaiiLs of the town had joined in aid 
of the horsemen to secure us and prevent our escape. 
We of course loudly protested our innocence, affirming 
our readiness to be taken before Captain Bortliwick, 
where we should clear ourselves to that gentleman's 
satisfaction of the accusations which the horsemen cast 
upon us of being Thugs and Phansigars; at the same 
time urging the great inconvenience we would unjustly 
be subjected to, if obliged on such unfounded suspicion, 
to reduce our steps to Jawrab. To these protestations 
of iunocence Oomrao Jemadar (prisoner) added that he 
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liad an EngHsli passport, and that if the horsemen per- 
sisted ill detaining us they would bring themselves into 
dililcnUy, Seeing that iho horsemen were deaf to all 
our entreaties and threats, I became alarmed,- and as the 
only chanc e that appeared to me of saving lay own life, 
determined to confess the truth, and to make a full and 
true tlisclosnro of our habits and acts. I accordingly 
went immediately to the horsemen and oQered, on assur- 
ance of my life being spared, to make a faithful avowal 
of all our doings. I received the assurance 1 re({nired, 
on which I coniessed to them that \vc were actually the 
Phansigars they suspected us to l>e. Prom that mo- 
ment they kept mo separate from my companions, and 
MOW that the assurance of pardon has been repeated to 
me, my mind is at ease, and I shall not withhold the 
disclosure of one single act that has been committed 
by myself and companions siniie I became a confederate 
Phansigar, but freely and fully state all that occurs 
to my memory to mention : I have been connected with 
these Phansigars for about two yemrs, during which 
period robbery preceded in every instance by the 
murder of the individuals robbed, has been our mode 
of life. I belong properly to the gang of Mandun 
Jemadar, now a prisoner, which consists chiefly of Mus- 
sulmans, and is called the Mussulman gang. According 
to the custom of all these gangs of Phansigars of 
proceeding at certain seasons to distant countries in quest 
of plunder (generally after the rains) our Jemadar Man- 
dun having collected his men, set oat from his country in 
Buudlekund, upon an excar^ion of that nature, at that 
season last year. Our course was southerly, and passing 
Dhnttea, on our sixth stage, we came to the banks of a 
Nullah, where there was a good deal of jungle. «There 
a Mussulman traveller, on bis way to Baroda, who called 
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lutnseir a Moulali, was provailcdnpon to join us. Shortly 
aftervv^ards every thing being arranged, he was murdered 
and his property plundered. A Koran was found upon 
lii»ii, which -to av*)id detection, wo burnt. There was 
besides a labada, and a straight double edged sword, both 
of which arc amongst the things seize^d upon us ; oilier 
things of trifling value, belonging to this IM ussiiImari, i ell 
into our hands. This was the first act we committed ; 
after which we pursued our course, and without falling 
in with any thing* further, arrived at Oogoin. From Oogein 
we proceeded to Baroda, by the usual stages, without com* 
milting any murder or robbery on the way, with only oni) 
exception, about live coss from the latter town. This 
was upon the per.sous of a barber and bynigy, who fell 
into our liauds at the stage before we reached Baroda, 
and were murdered a short lime after night set in. A 
red woollen cloth jacket, now among the things taken 
upon us, and a tattoo also present, (the other evidences 
do not coniirm this of the tattoo belonging to the barber,) 
fell into our hands. What was found upon tlic hyragy, I 
do not now remember. The next day we arrived at 
Baroda, and there found a band of our brethren, consist- 
ing of twenty-five men under their leader, a Brahmin and 
an inhabitant of Flawab. This Brahmin and Mundun 
(prisoner) our Jemadar consulting together agreed that 
the two bands should unite and act conjointly. We ac- 
cordingly left Baroda together, and after traversing diller- 
ent parts of Guzerat returned to Baroda, empty handed. 
A day or so after our return to Baroda, Ooiiuao »Sing 
Jemadar (prisoner), Makbun Jemadar (prisoner), and 
Ruttyrara Jemadar, with their bands, arrived, and the day 
after that the Brahmin with his band set out on his return 
to Hin^ostan. We having hitherto been unsuccessful 
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determined to remain some time longer and try oar for- 
tune ill conjunction with the parties jus( arrived, and 
accordingly joined them. Our united bands after this 
left Baroda, and having obtained intelligence from our 
scouts of four travellers with property, wo went in pursuit 
of them, and coming up to them near an English canton- 
ment, murdered them, but were much disappointed to lind 
that they were only poor stone-cutters without a rupee 
upon them, our scouts having been deceived by the bundles 
of tools which they carried. After this we returned to 
Baroda, whereafter halting a day or two it was determin- 
ed that we should return to our homes. We accordingly 
left Baroda, and made a stage of about three or four coss, 
where a Iladjee (pilgrim) met with his fate at our hands. 
Our next act was the murder of two Besatiies. After 
them two men whom 1 heard were llulbans, and at a stage 
or two from that where the Ruibana met Ihoir fate, we 
fell ill with one or two palankeen bearers, with two women 
and a child, all of whom we murdered in the jungle and 
took their property. After this four Musulnians with 
Mynas fell into our hands and were murdered. It was 
I think at this stage where wc hailed a day and settled a 
division of property, after which wc resumed our route, 
and near to Rutlam enected our designs upon live mer- 
chants, who had become the object of them from the last 
stage or so. We passed Rutlam, few or none of us enter- 
ing the town, and slopped near a village to the north of 
it at a byragy’s shrine, where we made a good meal, having 
killed three sheep for the purpose. Having finished our 
meal we took the road again without resting, and baited 
at a village to the west of Jawrah, having, to avoid that 
place, struck off the high road. On our second stage 
from this we passed a large town (Mundesore) pn the 
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bank of a river without stopping, after purchasing* ata, 
ghee, &c. fo/our meal at the end of the day’s journey, 
and halted at a fiawlec where there was a large bur tree 
on the road ^ide and near a village, the gate or door of 
which was of red colour. Here a traveller, a Mussulman 
I believe, who I was told was a Telinga, fell into 
our bauds, and was murdered. He had a tattoo which 
we set lose, but besides this I understood that litllo 
or nothing was found upon bim. On our journey next 
morning Jemadar lluttyrarn, with twenty or thirty men, 
was sent in charge of some tattoos laden with plunder, 
to oqr country in Hindostan, while we proceeded by 
Neemuch and Mewar, and that route in order to 
pick np more. A few coss beyond Neemuch, four 
travellers, apparently Poorhujs (soldiers from the Ganges), 
fell into our power and wore there murdered. Of the 
amount or description of property acquired on this 
occasion 1 am uOfdile to speak. Beyond ibis two or 
three slages at a village called Gongar, a spirit dealer, 
who wiio proceeding I. heard to Cawnpore, was murdered 
and stripped of his property. A few Kuldar rupees 
were found upon him, and a Hoondee which was burnt. 
A small hooka belonging to him foil into my bands and 
is now in my possession. About twelve coss further at 
the village of Sanganour where we halted, wc formed an 
acquaintance with four travellers, apparently shopkeepers, 
and though we had prevailed upon them to join our 
company, no proper opportunity ottered that night for 
execilting our designs upon them. Our purpose however 
was effected, as they accompanied ns on the journey early 
next morning, and their clothes and property fell into oar 
hands, bat of what these consisted I am ignorant. Oar 
apprel^ension following a day or two after this, no farther 
act was committed by us. 
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Cross examined. 

{ 

There may have beea other ads of murdef and 
robbery committed by the gang in custody since we left 
our country ^ on the present expedition, besides those 
above-mentioned, 1 have unreservedly disclosed all of 
which I have any knowledge, and according to the recol- 
lection I have of them. The present is the second 
expedition that has been made by tlio Phansigars, and 
in which I have been since I joined them. The first 
lo(»k place immediately after the rains preceding the last, 
(after the rains of 1826) and proceeded to the Dekhun, 
We passed through Caiideisli, visited Aurangabad, 
Poona and Hyderabad, and after traversing those 
quarters returned with considerable plunder actpiired by 
the perpclralion of acts similar to those committed on the 
present expedition. 1 can point oat the spots where 
most of the above-nientiuned murders were committed, 
particularly those more recently perpotraled as being 
more fresh in my recollfctioii. AJ y connection with the 
Pliausigars arose from the marriage of my two daughters 
with Hliuggy ami Nuggoo, two of the gang, and brothers 
of lieira alias Rulfyram, one of the Jemadars. Bhuggy 
was one of tlios;? who v/as detached with Ruttyram. 
ATuggoo did not accompany us but remained at homo to 
attend to the cultivatiou of some land. I cau identify the 
persons of the whole of the prisoners and speak to the 
oQices which many of them usually perform in the gaog, 
also the names by which many of them are known, but as 
it is frequently the case Ih^t one person uses diifereot 
names, individuals may be known to me by one name, 
and to others by a diiOerent one. I do not know the 
proper name of the Brahmin leader of the gang we found 
at Baroda on our arrival therei but as well as 1 recollect 



be was generally calied Lata : same of bis band raniaiQod 
behind wittf 08. The band 1 belonged to, that is 
Uandun’s band, is a branch of the gangs of Ooriirao 
and Makhan, who ate lha principal leaders of the Thugs 
frdin the coontries about Jhansyi Dhnttia, Snmpte'r* 
Piiphon, Palir, and other quarters in Bnndlecttnd. T 
cannot speak as to the exact nnmber of Thugs which 
they coiild collect,, but from what I have seen daring two 
years that 1 hare been associated with them, 300i is 
about the nnmber that faas proceeded each season bu 
predatory excnrsions; These have separated into 
smaller parties, and set ont on their excnrsions at dilTer* 
ent intervals, uniting again when they meet, or keeping 
separate as it may be considered advisable. I am a 
Mussulman, am about 50 years of age, and before 1 
joined the Thugs followed tbe eocnpatiou of elepliant 
keeper in the service of the Raja of Jalone. In Jalone t 
lived for many years, but am a native of Siogy Rampoora. 
Mnndesore is the name of tbe large town we passed, 
and withont stopping proceeded font or five cosS farther 
to a large bar tree aad well, where a traveller fell into 
our hands and was murdered. I did not at the time 
know the name of die town having never before been in 
#18 quarter bat have since learnt it. This murder was 
did first as fiir as I am aware that #aS committed after 
that of the Merebaat and his attendants to die sonthward 
of Rudam. As on the present, I helooged on the former 
OjEharsion toOomrao’s gang, which then left Bundleeand 
a fey days before Makhtio set oiit with bis. Oar coarse 
ok th^ o^sibh vras i^re^ted to the Bekhnn, and w^ 
aM^ed in ^at r^narter befijro imy thing considerable feB 
in^ ofir l^ds. On the Vj^y aeveral acts were pei^ 
t^t^ha iifRWihe pd^^ of aihgle travellers as iuadl 
pa^^w of twoor^eb, bat aft jwldbg teifling ^ 
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but in the Dekhnn iuformatiou was brought by our spies 
of treasure passing through the country o^u Angriahs, 
which induced Oomrao to take a select baud of about 
thirty men and go after it, directing the » remainder 
of his gang to remain in the neighbourhood of the 
place where we then were, until he rejoined us. I 
was not with Oomrao on this occasion, hut heard from 
the party when he rejoined us that they had made a 
long and expeditious march of about eighteen coss 
before they came up with the Angriabs, that after they 
met them they soon succeeded in murdering them, and 
possessing themselves of the treasure concealed on, their 
persons, which turned out to be a very large sum. It 
consisted of Gold in bars, Poollies, and Mohurs, and 
amounted, as well as I remember, to about 20,000 rupees. 
Makbun Jemadar was in the same quarter at that time, 
and some of his men were present with Oomrao at the 
seizing of the treasure; but 1 remember there was some 
quarrelling about the division of it, from Makhun and 
his men not being allowed to share in equal proportion 
with Oomrao and his. I cannot say that Makhun him- 
self was present. Mandun Jemadar is only the leader 
of the gang I belong to in conjunction with Ileera Jema- 
dar, who is properly speaking tlio principal. Ileera 
escaped at the time we were apprehended at DekhoU. 
The names of the dilterqnt men composing this gang, 
their places of abode, caste, age as far as I can compute 
it, and occupations in the gang, are : — 

(1 ) Heera, escaped. — Ileera, caste Mussulman, age about 
25 years, inhabitant of Ki^buiypur Burwa Sagur. He 
is the principal leader of the gang, and when oepasion 
requires assists with his own bands in strangling tra- 
vellers or persons attacked. He used formerly to 
acconipaDy his father and brotheri but on the present 
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occasion lie came himself as the princijpal leader of (he 
gaoo\ If is I think the first time that he came as a 
leader. His father died some years ag^o, and his brother 
is in conlinemont at Jubulporc. This person (in con-* 
fincment at Jabnipore) is not Heera*s proper brother 
but is called so. Bhngfjy, who is married to one of my 
daughters, is a full brother of Heora’s. 

(3) Gt)olanb, i/i Sauffor, escaped, Mussulman, 
inhabitant of Kishny, age about 20 years. IJis occupa- 
tion was to carry away the bodies of the persons strangled, 
also to dig- holes for them. He escaped at Dckhola. 

(5) Ttpta, escaped,^ — Caste Mussulman, about 20 years 
of ago, inhabitant of Kishny, employment digging holes 
for the bodies and carrying them away* lie escaped at 
Hokliola. 

(G) Noorwan^ escaped. — Caste Mussulman, age 25 years, 
inhabitant of Kishny, he is brother to Buk^ba (prisoner), 
employment digging holes fur the bodies and carrying 
tbern away after being strangled. Escaped at Dekhola. 

(14) Puncham, escaped. — Caste Mussulman, age 25 
years, inhabitant of Kishny, employment one of the 
stranglers, also digging holes for the bodies. He escaped 
at Dckhola. 

(16) Bliuggy^ escaped.% — Caste Mussulman, comes from 
Kishny, 22 years of age, detached with Kuttyram before 
the gang was seized, strangler, 

(17) Maiinhhan, in Saugor Jail, escaped.— Mus- 
sulman, age 25 years, strangler. He comes from near 
Kishny. 

• H« is seized and in the Saugor jaiK-Joanj^ly brother of Heera Mas- 
■talman. . 

4 Sdzed and in theSangror jail. 

X Seized and in the Saugor jail. 
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Extract from the Deposition of Khaimrt^ Phansigar^ 
admitted to give evidence, cast Lohar^ Age about dO 
years* 

% 

I viras seized in the month of Bysack last by a party of 
horsemen at the village of Dekhola in Mewar, along with 
my companions who form the gang of Phansigars and 
Thugs now in confinement^ of which gang 1 am one. 
The horsemen when they came to us said they were sent 
with orders to stop us on iuroriiiation that wchad Opium, 
and that we must therefore return with them to Bhcelwa- 
rah to he searched. Deceived by this subterfuge (as 
we soon found it to he) wc readily accompanied them to 
that town without fear or apprehensiou of any mischance 
befalling us. In this, however, we were soon undeceived; 
for shortly after our arrival at Bheelwarah the horsemen 
openly accused us of being Phansigars, saying that 
Captain Borthwick had received positive information to 
that eflect, and they had in consequence been sent by 
that gentleman to take us into custody. The people of 
the place had previously joined in aid of the horsemen to 
prevent our escape aud we bad nothing for it but to sub- 
mit to our fate ; some individuals of the gang taking alarm 
on the first appearance of the horsemen ran off and 
escaped, but with the exception of them, and a party of 
tweuty^iive or thirty who were some time before sent to 
find their way home with the plunder we bad then acquir- 
ed, by a more direct route than the main body intended 
to take, the whole of the individuals who, for the last few 
months, have formed this gang are now here in confine- 
nient. From Bheelwarah we were brought to Jowrab, 
the paQplo of the town and villages on the way jqiniiig 
ihe horitfilinen as they bad done at that place, by which 
meaps we have been brought here in safe cuitody. It 
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is nol usual with persons of onr character when appre- 
bendeil to make disclosures from intimidation or the 
applicatiou of severities, and I should never have made 
confession bad sncli a course been resorted to with me, 
indeed I was firmly resolved to keep silent, but finding 
that two or three of my companions had already told all, 
and had pointed out the spots and bodies of the different 
individuals whom we had murdored during the last few 
days previous to our being seized, I considered it would 
be very foolish in me to abide by such a resolution, par- 
ticularly when I found I might probably save my life by 
a full and true confession, while remaining silent would 
not avail me or any of my companions any thing. 1 
therefore now come forward to disclose fully and truly 
all that I know regarding the Phunsigars and Thugs, 
and, what has been done by thorn since the time that I 
have belonged to them, as fur as my knowledge and 
recollection of deeds and incidents will serve me. 

The fact is that the gang of Phansigars now in custody 
is composed of men from the ISundlecund quarter* 
Makhun Jemadar (prisoner), and his party are inhabi- 
tants of Sillanee Punharee, in the Purgunuah of Sumptre. 
Oorarao Sing Jemadar (prisoner), and his party come 
from the village Mullaitra, Purgunnah P^ir, and different 
villages in that Purgunnah. Munduii, another Jemadar 
(prisoner), and his parly, all Mussulmans, come from the 
village Mote and thereabouts, in the Jfaansee Purgunnah. 
My immediate superior Brikbban Duffadar, also comes 
from the village Mote. I am an inhabitant of Mullaitra, 
and for the last four years have been on intimate footing 
with O^rao Sing and his party, but it was not until the 
last year that 1 actually joined them, and accompanied 
them pii the present excursion. Previous to setting out 
upon it, Hakhun Jemadar and Dirkpal Subadar, (the 
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leader of another gang) with their gangs or parties, toge- 
ther with Ooinrao Sing’s party, assembled at Ooiprao’s 
residence at Mulhiitra and the neighbourhood, when 
Dirkpal and Mundiin Jemadar with their gang, that is, 
the Brahmin and Mussnlman gangs, as their parties were 
usually designated, preceded Oomrao Sing and Makhun 
^ftecu or twenty days, when the latter followed with 
theirs. To these parties I belonged, but more properly 
to that of Oomrao Sing. Of their acts and proceedings 
therefore all in which they have been concerned since I 
have been associated with them, I speak from persona! 
knowledge. Our first stage from Mullaitra was*three 
coss near to Jhundec. The next 10 or 12: the third 
about the same to the Khar Ghaut. Three stages more 
brought us to Seronge, where, on the night of our arrival, 
W^e murdered a traveller who had taken up his quarters 
at the same place that we did, namely, the Pundwankee 
Baulee, The next; morning we continued our journey 
without doing any thing. The stage following, about the 
middle* <»f it, w<? came to a river where we found four 
Sepoys cooking their meal, whom, after making arrange- 
ments for the purpose, we murdered and possessed our- 
.selve.s of tiioir property. This occupied some time, imd 
was not cflecte^ without difficulty : when the Sepoys saw 
iis they seemed have entertained suspicion of ns ; for 
having in a hurried manner got through their meal, they 
quickly commenced their journey and stopped at a village 
a short distance from the river where our spies followed 
them and saw them fairly lodged. We baited at another 
village at a short distance from the one they were at, 
and at night sent a select party to effect dnr object. The 
Sepoys commenced their journey the next morning, fol- 
lowed by our party, who, watching their opportunity, when 
at a distance from any village^ fell upon them and mar* 
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dered them as they were going along the road ; one of the 
Sepoys who mtist at the moment have perceived the design 
of the party, from his extraordinary efforts to save his 
life, got awi^y a few paces and raised his spear in his 
defence, but he was instantly overpowered and murdered 
also; two thousand rupees was the amount of plunder 
obtained on this occasion. The same stage, and as we 
were resting at no distance from where the Sepoys had 
just met their fate, (having come up with tlie parly who 
had effected that deed) a party of four *Rasdliaries Joined 
us. AVo spoke kindly to them, promising to hear their 
Ras at our halting place, and to give them a rupee for 
their performance : they were persuaded to accompany 
and lake up their ijuarlers at the same place we did, a 
well known temple and Boiilec near to Bliopaui, where 
at night we murdered them and plundered them of all 
they had, wliich was something about forty or fifty rupees ; 
there is a f Meerduiig among the things which were found 
ill our possession, when we were seized by the horsemen, 
which belonged to these Rasdharies. After this our next 
stage was to the Powa Naluh, a short distance from Bho- 
paul, where we made a division of the plunder which we liad 
acquired, and after having settled each person’s share ^vo 
sent four of our comrades to our country with what re- 
mained surplus to our immediate necessitic^s, aud settled 
that they sliould rejoin us somewhere in the neighbourhood 
of Indore. The next morning, about a coss on our way, 
we met a gang of fellow Phansigars returning to Buudel* 
cund from an excursion which they had set out upon two 
or three months before ; tliey were chiefly Musulmaiis, aud 
between twenty and twenty-five in number : when we met 

* strolling Actors, ^ho recite and exhibit the hUiory suid exploits of 
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tli^m they were following two water-carriers with a bullock^ 
whom they had formed designs upon. Fdr the sake of 
friendship and to admit us to share in the booty that might 
be acquired from the water-carriers, they invited some of 
our men to join them. Accordingly Omrao Singh sentfoar 
men with them who rejoined us the third or fourth day 
afterwards, bringing with them as our share of the plunder 
a Tnslah or brass pot, a Saree and the Bullock, all which 
was given over to Oiurao. We were now four or five 
:ihort stages to tlie west of Bhopaul. When preparing to 
leave the village we had halted at during the night, two 
Brahmins arrived who had come from the Poonah qiiarter, 
and were going they said to llindostan. Finding by our 
spies tliat they had property, we pretended that we were 
also going to Hindustan and prevailed upon them to join 
our company and go along with us. They accordingly put 
up with us outside of the village, and in the evening, 
taking the opportunity which then offered for accomplish- 
ing our purpose, we murdered them and took their proper- 
ty, the amount of which I cannot exactly stale, but some 
gold and one or two lloondies were found upon them, 
the latter were burnt. The next morning we left the 
place and proceeded two stages without acquiring any 
thing. Our third stage was to Rugoghur (in the Dewnss 
Furgunnab). We there took up our quarters in a tope 
near the village. In the course of the day our spies form- 
ed an acquaintance with a Subadar of Telingies, (Sepoys of 
the Company’s army) who with two Sepoys, had arrived 
there, and taken up their lodgings in the bazar of the 
village. Our spies so imposed upon them that they pre- 
vailed upon them to quit the bazar and encamp along with 
us outside. In the early part of the evening a party of 
our people, appointed for the purpose, fell upon them and 
murdered them. I cannot speak to the amount of money 
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and property found upon them, but I saw two red 
jackets and tvfo Sepoy’s caps which belonged to them, be- 
sides a pony, (bay colour) now amongst those seized with 
us, and three bullocks, loll into our hands. The Subadar and 
the two Sepoys we understood, had come from some Can- 
tonment and were proceeding to Hindoostan on leave. The 
caps and the jackets were burnt and the bullocks disptised 
of some days afterwards in the bazar at Dliar. A ohatta 
which belonged to the Subadar is amongst the things seiz- 
ed upon us when w'e were apprehended. Here also and 
on the same night on which we murdered the Subadar and 
Sepoyjji, a man of the *Kachee tribe, who ba<l come from 
the cantojiEnent of Mhow and taken up bis quarters with 
us, was murdered and his property plundered. Four 
rupees in money, a tlialee and a lotah was found upon him. 
The tope where all this was done being we thought too 
neai’ the village, we had the four murdered bodies conveyed 
a short distance, about I of a coss, and buried. Tlie next 
day we proceeded by the cantonment of Mbow but with- 
out stopping there, and baited near a village at a good 
distance from it ; the name of the place I do not 
know, but remember we made the town of Dhar in 
four stages from Rugoghur. There (at Dhar) we remained 
three day's waiting for our friends who were absent, name- 
ly, the four who were sent from the Powa Nuiah to convey 
to our homes the plunder we had then acquired. They, 
after an absence of about twenty or twenty-five days, rejoin- 
ed us a few stages beyond Dhar, wc having loitered about 
and made short stages to admit of their overtaking us. 
Besides them four others were left behind with the bul- 
locks we took from the Subadar and Sepoys, who also at 
the same time joined us, having, as 1 have already said, 
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sold the bnllocks in the Dliar market after we left tliat 
town. From the tinie we left Rugojjhur unVil wo reached 
iJbar we had done nothing, but after our arrival there a 
Mussulman who came from Mhow on Iiis way to Barodu, 
was persuaded to encamp at the tope along with us. In 
the eveuing, or shortly after night fall, be met with his fale 
at onr hands, and was buried near the spot where he was 
murdered. Having, after a hall of three days, left J)har 
for Barbda, we proceeded by short stages until ns I 
have just said our absent friends joined us, after which wc 
quickened our pace. At Bora Hu tty, a place on onr 
route, so called, wo met a banker attended by four 
Sepoys, with a pony and a bullock, on his way to Baroda, 
The Jemadars and all our people by the most pointed 
attonfiou and civility cultivated the bankor\s acquaintance 
as well as that of his attendants, the Sepoys, with a view 
to the success of our designs upon them, still we had to 
proceed three or four stages in their company before 
these were carried into execution. At length an oppor- 
tunity oftering, lie and his attendants were murdmui and 
their properly plundered* The name of the place where 
this took place I do not remember, but the village liad t wo 
or three shops and a stream of water flowed pa4 it. We 
set the banker's bullocks loose in the jungle, retaining 
the pony, which was with us until we arrived at Juwiui 
(after onr apprehension), where it was poisoned througli 
the fear that being discovered in our possession it might 
lead to our detection, for we understood from the banker 
and bis attendants that they came from Ougien or Indore, 
I forget which, and it wa 12 thought probable that some 
of their friends or relations bearing of our apprehension 
would come and recognize it. From the place where tl»e 
banker and the Sepoys were murdered, three moderate 
stages, as well as 1 remember, brought us to Oodeypore, 
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where the Rajah resides. Here we found a. genllenjan 
who was on Miis way to Mhow from noiobay, and not 
relishing lo be seen by him we sfndiouly kept out of his 
way. The, next morning he proceeded on his way to 
Mhow accompanied by a nurnhor of travellers who had 
sought his protection, and we took the road to Raroda. 
At a village the fourth or fifth stage beyond Oodeypore, 
we met with Dirkpal Brahmin, with his gang, returning 
iroin Barodfu Tliey passed the night with us, and the 
next morning cimtiimed their journey homewiirds and 
we ours towards Uaroda. We proceeded from this very 
leisurt?ly, at the rate of little more than a coss or two 
daily. At Makney we halted a little distance from the 
town, and it happened that, five Telingies (Comjmny’s 
Sepoys) from B(»nibay, arrived there the same day. Our 
spies seeing them, brought (hein after using much deceit- 
ful entreaty and many false pretences, lo the spot where 
we were. Jn the oveming we niurderc’d them and took 
their property. I am not aware of uH the more Iritliug 
article.s of clothes and brass pots that, were taken, but re- 
tnomber that seven small bars of gold and some rupees 
were found upon them. I do not remember the exact 
number of (he rupees, but altogether it was considered a 
good productive job ; one or two hoomlies were also found 
upon them, and a pony which they had was set loose in 
the jungle. From Makney we proceeded in iJie same 
manner as we had done for some days previous, slowly and 
making short stages, and aiTived at Diibhoy. About a 
coss from this town we met a Mussulman and Brahmin tra- 
velling together, who had come from DhooliaMallygaum, 
Our usual artifices were practised upon them with success; 
they halted for the day at the same place that we did, and 
in the evening were murdered ami their property plunder- 
ed. Tiiey had a pony laden with Opium, besides some 
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brass utensils and other articles of small value, all which 
iell into our hands. The Opium we tIisposecUof at Baroda, 
whore we proceeded the next day, for one hundred rupees, 
out of which wo had to give the Cutwai twentv-five rupees 
mahsoolm the sale. We here fiiund eighteen Phansigars 
of the Mussulmnn gang, with their leaders Mandun Jema- 
dar (and Heeras, the former prisoner) and Amanoollali 
(evidence) &c., who had been with Dirkpal ami his party, 
but not satisfied with what they had got remained behind 
to ac(|uire more and joined us. We roinaiiied at Baroda 
three days, during which Makhun Jemadar (ju'isoner) pur- 
chased diffi'reut articles, clotlu's, &c. to the amout of^about 
forty rupees. We afterwards proceeded on the Baroacli 
road. For the first four or five days following our depar- 
ture from Baroda iiolhing fell to our hands. We were 
within seven coss of Baroacli when the day of the Ilooly 
festival arrived, which we celebrated with due festivity, 
making a halt for that purpose. At this place three 
travellers, two Mussulmans and a Byragy passing the 
place where wc were, wrere seduced iulo our power and 
murdered, but I do not now remember wbiit amount or 
description of property was found u[)oii them. From 
thence we struck ofl* the Baroacli road and proceeded 
up<»u that of Joanuggur and Dwarka, and leaving the 
highway made several stages in the direction of these 
places without falling in with any thing, in the course of 
which several fordable salt-water inlets crossed our paths, 
and one which cost us five rupees to be ferried over. As 
I have just said, four or five stages bad been performed 
without any thing falling into cur bands, when one morn- 
ing as we arrived at Piblownd, to which town we bad 
been steering our course ; some of our spies who bad 
been absent on the look out returned with accounts that 
they had seen four travellers proceeding to Baroda with 
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considerablo property, and they calculated that they would 
reach Barocka the sumo night from the distance they were 
when our spies loft them. Onleaming this tweniy*five men, 
the stoute>il and most active ol* the gang, were selected, 
and sent in pursuit oi thom, — the rest following as they were 
able, and after a lung and fatiguing march the detached 
j)arly overtook the objects of their pursuit a short distance 
from a cantonment belonging to tlie English, and after 
accompanying (hern a little way fell upon and murdered 
them as they were walking along the road. To the great 
disappointment and chagrin of us all, no property was 
found upon them, for they turned out to be common stone- 
cutters, and their tools tied in bundles, which they carried 
over their shoulders, deceived the spies into the supposi- 
tion that they wore carrying treasure. The next day the 
principal part of the gang that was behind, joined the party 
detached on t his job, when we all took the r<»ad for Baroda. 
At one of our stages, and near where we had slopped for 
the day, sdme horse dealers came with liorses and took up 
their quarters. At niglit we held a consultation to murder 
them and seize their property, which we were only deter- 
red from doing (though there were fifteen or sixteen in- 
cluding attendants) by the difficulty of disposing of the 
bodies of so many men in an open and frecpiented country 
such as it was where wc were. In devising plans to get 
over this difficulty, so much of the night had passed that 
we considered it advisable to forego our designs tipon this 
parly. The same night thieves came amongst us, and 
carried off clotljes and other Ihiugs from Makbuii Jema- 
dar (prisoner). From this we proceeded to Buroda, and 
after remaining there a day or two set out on our return to 
Hindostan. At the distance of about three coss from 
Baroda, three travellers fell into our hands and were mur- 
dered. 1 do not remember what property was found 
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upon them. Oar next stage was to within a .short 
distance of the town of Dubhoy wlierd* four men 
Bassaties (pedlars) with three ponies ami their packs 
of wares, whom we had overtaken on the road,, were pre- 
vailed upon to take up their quarters with us. In the 
evening they were murdered and plundered, their wares 
consisted of various articles of trifling value, amongst 
which were a quantity of cornelian stones cut into ditVer- 
ent forms, serrotes (heetle-nnt cutlers, coarse scissors,) 
&c, &c., and in money something about ten or twenty 
rupees were found upon them. At this place also our 
spies brought three men to our resting place whom they 
had enticed to come and take up their quarters with us, 
one a Byragy and the other two having the appearance 
of Mussulmans. They likewise were murdered and 
their bodies stripped of what was upon them and buried. 
The next day we left Dubhoy and met six palankeen 
bearers who had been in service at Baroda, and were 
proceeding to their country in Hindostan, with*tbem were 
two women and two children, in all ten persons. \V"e 
persuaded thorn to join us, and they accordingly proceed- 
ed along with us. At the first stage they took up their 
quartersinan old temple in the village, by which circum- 
stance we were then prevented from effecting our pur* 
pose upon them; on the way the next morning, in the 
jungle, it was accomplished, the whole were murdered and 
their bodies, after being stripped of every thing, were 
buried a short distance from the road. On this occasion 
moro previous arrangement was thought necessary than 
was usual where the victims were fewer in number, and 
as it was resolved to dispatch them on the journey wUIe 
they were walking along in our company, accordingly 
some of the most expert bands at the business wore fixed 
upon to dispatch them. And a party whose business it 
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was in the gang was sent on before to prepare graves at 
a conveniei^t spot lor the bodies. A pony and pony 
mare belonging to them fell into onr hands, also some 
ornaments, of base metal were taken oft* the legs of the 
women, with neck and other silver ornaments of small 
value; besides other articles were found upon them 
which I cannot now specify : from tbcncc wo proceeded 
to our ground on the banks of a river, 1 think the Mhye, 
and encamped in four separate parties near to a village 
called Futtchpore—here it happened that four Mnssul- 
man travellers from Bombay on their M'ay to Bhopanl 
arrived and halted near one of our parties, (that which 
had its place under a Kurney tree), communication 
was immediately opened with the travellers and an 
acquaintance soon formed, which terminated in their 
being mudered in the evening and their property 
plundered. They had five miiiahs in a cage and four 
ponies, which, with their clothes and other things, we look 
possession of. From thence our stage was Oodeypore, 
where we met a luimher of hackeries from Mhow laden 
with Opium and escorted by Teliiigies (Company’s 
Sepoys). One of the Telingies remarked on seeing us 
that persons of the same description in appearance had 
been seized at the Cantonment^ — this being made known 
amongst us threw us into some apprehonsioti, and wc 
took up our halting ground at a retired spot in the jungle 
near a fountain of water. A parly of horsemen from 
Baroda, with some Sepoys and a Ze^na Meeanaf 

* A band of stranglers was at this time seized at Mhow and examined 
by Wellesley, and though there were circumstances of strong 8u.s(ucian 
connected with them they were released from want of sudicient proof. 

This was a gang of Thugs who have since been seized and punished. 

. W. H. S. 

t A kind of palankeen. 
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arrived, and took up their quarters for the day in the 
Bazar, where the prisoner Makbun Jemadan^ bappenedl 
lo be sitting at the time. One of the horsemen obscrv*- 
ing him rather attentively remarked to one 0/ his com* 
panioDs standing by him that “ the Mala (necklace) 
upon that man-^ pointing to Makbun, appeared to be 
exactly the same as belonged to his brother. This so 
disconcerte\|[ Makhun at the time, though the horseman 
did not follow up his remark by any question, that he 
immediately slipped off, and, on hearing from him what 
had occurred, we were all thrown into such alarm that 
early the same night we started and proceeded many 
coss on the Jhabooa road before we thought it safe to 
halt. We afterwards continued our progress and arrived 
at Jhabooa, from whence Oomrao and Buttyram separat- 
ed from Makhun, and preceding him a short distance 
on the Bullam road. Their first- stage after leaving 
Jhabooa was Fitlawud, and Makhun with his gang was 
in their rear a few coss. The next day they quitted Pit- 
lawud, and Makhun with our party balled there. We 
took up our quarters at a Bowlee outside of the town, 
near wbicl^we found a merchant with four attendants 
preparing their meal. The merchant, from his respect- 
able appearance, his dress and the ornaments he wore, 
became the object of our attention and design, but having 
hastily finished his meal he and attendants set out ia 
prosecution of thejir journey towards Rntiniji, und we 
suw .nolliing moreof tbeni ; but we afterwards found tiiut 
they had fallen into the hands of Oomrao and Knttyram,, 
Frof^ PUjlawrud we proceeded the yicinity of Rntlaoii^ 
encamping a Jittle diMaace from the town. We there ; 
met some of the men of the advanced parties who told 
ns that despatched the. wrehant and his att^> .p 

dants a few, cqss frow Ratlam^ and that they, had prVv.^ - 
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n rich prize to which Makhun ropiiod iu a cIissa^is^ieJ 
tone that g(L>od luck seemed to attend whore the ]\IussuI- 
mans were. From liutlam we took the Feoplodali road 
with iho yiew to avoid Jawrah. Oomrao also deviated 
a little from tim Jawrah road and met iis at Dliodiir, t!io 
stage on the high road beyond Jawrah, and we afterwards 
proceeded together. On oiir way hereabouts wo were 
searcbed once or twice for Opium, but none being found 
upon us we were allowed to proceed without further 
molestation. It was at Dliodnr that some slight misun- 
derstanding that subsisted between Oomrao and Rutty- 
ram^ was reconciled and things went on as usual. f)ur 
stage from Dhodur was to a convenient spot where wo 
halted for the iiiglil. We next clay passed Mmulesore 
and proceeding about four or live cons furtlior, hailed 
near a village under a largo spreading bur tree, and 
where there is a Nagorakept by a Fukeor who resides 
there. A Miissulnian traveller hero fell into our hands 
and was murdered during the night in the early part of 
it, and buried a little distance from the road on the 
banks of a uiillali. The next morning we resumed our 
journey, and having proceeded a coss or so, wo sat down 
to a well; where after some consultation it was deter- 
iTiiacd to send Rutty ram with twcuty or twenty-live men 
by the most direct route to our country with the plunder 
which we had acquired. Ruttyram accordingly hero loft 
us, and the next morning we took the Neeniuch road. 
Our stage was about a coss or two on the other side 
(north side) of the Cantonment where we halted a day. 
On this day four travellers were enticed by our spies to 
rest themselves at the .sp(>t where wo were, when an 
opportunity ottering they were murdered and their pro- 
perty plundered. A stage or two beyond this anothcT 
traveller fell into our bauds and was murdered. And 

3 D 
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near tlio village of Sangancci* four shopkeepers were 
III 11 r(h ‘reel. Of this last not I was informed thy my com- 
panions, not having been presout when it was commillecL 
Nothing further ocuiirreil until wo arrived nj; Dekollah 
where, as I have already stated, we wore aircsted. 


Ct ass-exam in e<L 

I know of no other act of murder and robbery com- 
miltod by the Thug's besides those f have stated above. 

This is the first time that f have accompanied the Thugs 
on any of their predatory excursions. Brikbhan per- 
suaded me to do so. I have frequently heard them since 
f have been amongst them talk of the acts coumiittod l>y 
them on former excursions, but can only speak of my own 
knowledge of those I have, above, detailed. My occupa- 
tion among them has been to watcb at night against theft, 
and also to keep a look out when murders were being per- 
petralod. Old men like myself were generally employed 
ill this way ; beyond this I never took any part in the 
commission of the murders. The names of the men of 
the gang 1 more immediately belong to are: — 

(3) Bhopaitl, escaihtd — IJIiopriiil, a native of Mallaitra 
is about lifty years, caste Alieer. lie escaped at Dekola; 
his occupation was to collect and bring in fircwood~tbe 
present was his first excursion. 

(4) Cannes, escaped — G nones, a native of Mallaitra, 
aged twenty years, caste Lohur, no particular occupation, 
being slightly lame in one of his legs, he was unfit for 
active employment and geisci'iilly rode on a tattoo, 
lie is brother to Urikban. He escaped at Dekola. 
Those with myself were the whole of Brikbaa’s party. 
I can identify tbc persons of all the prisoners as Thugs 
Avilh whom I have, as above stated, been associated, and 
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know more particnlarly Iho more prominent individuals 
ainonq; tliera. Ant having: I'cen only a short timn with them 
there aro many whose names, and all beyond their persons 
and habits, 1 am ignorant of. 


Extract from the Deposition of Pooriin Phansigar or 

Thug, caste Lohar, age upwards of sixty years, iiiha- 

hitant of Burnichn, near to Sahitup 

My father was a cultivator in Biiraiclia and rAhor 
villages in the neighhonrhood, witich oconpafion I also 
followed but joined the Thngs when I was about thirty 
years of ago, and have since conlinuorl to bo more or less 
cennecled with them. I have not however accompanied 
tlrcm on every excursion they have, since that period 
made, but on (ho contrary for inlervals of two, three, and 
even six years roniainod at home, and earned a subsist- 
ence by till* culliviition of land. In short, I have hcon 
upon six predatory excursions altogether, four under a 
lead r named Oodey Singh, since dead, and two (the 
present and the one preceding it) with Maklmn Jemadar 
(prisoner) to whose gang I belong. During one of tiie 
intervals above mentioned (the last) that 1 remained at 
liomo, I was apprehended at Jhaloiie on information of be- 
ing a Thug, and was kept some time in confinement, but 
the proofs which 1 brought forward of having for so many 
years been seen employed in cultivation, was the means 
ofmy regaining my liberty. This event however threw 
me into embarrassment, and to get rid of if, I went to 
Salany to borrow money from Maklmn Jemadar, who 
I knew had generally some at command, but he would 
only agree to- relieve my necessities on condition that 
I brought my family to Salany, and became one of 
his men, to which, from the destitute state my family 
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was ill, I was forced to agree, and I accordingly 
jt)incHl his gang, and us I have already stated, accompa- 
nied him on the present and preceding excursions. 
Oodcy Singh, my former leader, was beyond the prime 
of life; when I joined him he was however an active 
an enterprizing man, but becoming in due course less 
fit for exertion such as his situation required, and 
liis son Koman having been seized with other Tluigs 
and thrown into coniinoment at Jubniporc, aifocted 
t>odcy Singh so much that lie completely renounced the 
habit of a Thug and shortly after died. After this I 
joined Makhiiii. It was before the establishment of 
trauquillify over Ihe country Ibut I served under Oodey 
Singh, at which time our excursions were neither carried 
to so great a dislancc us they have since been, nor were 
so lucrative or certain, for in those days travellers, 
particularly with much property, seldom ventured to go 
from one place to another without being well escorted 
or in large parlies, and we feared the Pindaries aud 
other mounted plunderers as much as other classes did 
not connected with them. According to my engage- 
ment with Makhini, I joined his gang and set out with 
him on an excursion to the Dekliuu about Ibreo months 
after I had engaged myself to him. llis gang on this 
occasion consisted of about 40 men and set out from 
Iliindelcuiid in the month of Pbagoon Sumbut 1883, 
(about March 1826), proceeding by regular stages, crossed 
the Nerbuddu at the Cheepanair Ghaut, where we fell 
in with Cholee Jemadar* (Brahmin), who joined us with 
his gang, which was about tko same strength as our own. 
We proceeded towards Mallygaon and at Jhokur near 
that Cantonment, celebrated the llooly, after which we 


* Kow au approver at Jubulporc, 
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resumed our progress and readied Mallygaon where wc 
ofI‘ hf the Nassuok. road, intending to turn from 
JNasshek to Foonah and Aurnngabad. After proceeding 
a coss or kwo on this road we met a friend belonging 
to Oonirao and Ruttyram’s gangs, a relation of Makhiin’s, 
who told us that these two leaders with their gangs were 
close at hand on the Poonah road in pursuit of soino 
Augrialis with treasure. It was proposed to Makhiin 
to send a party of his men to Join them in order to 
be entitled to a share in the spoil, and he thought of 
going himself, but recollecting that Ooinrao and he were 
not o|i good terms, lie seal twenty-fivo men with Choteo 
Jemadar. The next day v/e received a message from 
them that they had etrocled the business, and they wore 
going on with Ooimao and Ruttynim to Bhoriinpoor 
where they rec(ijested we would meet them. We accorJ- 
ingly proceeded to that quarter and found Cliotce Jema- 
dar with the party at JBlioranpoor, Oomrao and Ruttyram 
having proceeded to their homos before we arrived. 
From tliem wo learnt that the Augrialis wore attacked 
and murdered near '^'Jhokur, where we had colebraled the 
llooly, and that no loss a sum than t32,00l) rupees Avas 
found upon their persons in gold, bnllioii, inohurs and 
pootlies, and that as the share of our two gangs, they had 
received 6,000. This sum was immediately disposed of, 
so far that Makhuu received 2,000 of it for himself and 
his gang, and a similar sum Avas given to Chotee Jemadar 
for himself and bis gang — these two sums were dispatched 
to our homes. That sent by Chotee reached in safety, but 

* The evidence is not certain that this exactly the name of the 
village. (Si;fned) W. B., JP. yf . 

f The plunder of this banker’s remittance is rontirmed by the hankers. 

This prrurrrd in February 1827 at the village of Jokur, between Dhotem 
and Mallygaon. AV. H. S. 
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ono of Mnkliun’s men who went in charge of our share 
having got drnnk at Jansy blahbcJ out the si^crct that he 
was a Thug, and with others, was returning with largg 
nmoiuit of plunder, upon which the Sirkar Ih^re had him 
and his comrades seized and the money taken from them. 
The remainder of the prize, namely 2000 rupees, was 
retained for the expcnccs of the two gangs. After this 
disposal of the share of the plunder aoquired from the 
Augrialis (which was allotted by Oomrao and his brother 
Kuttyram to our two gai;g>) we left Choranpoot and 
proceeded to Anvungabad, hat meeting with little or no 
sneecss wo returned ijy OiiooHa and Bhopaiil to Biindcl- 
cniid, and iU'vived al u;:r dil]cront homes before the mins 
set in. A boat four moatlis or so after the lenninalion of 
the rainy sca5 >':i!, in the boginniog of the month ofMah, 
Maklum’s gang having been again assembled, set out on 
an excursion towards fluzerat, and were accompanied by 
Ooturao and his brotlicr Rultyram with their gangs. 

Such acts as those above mentioned being of too com- 
mon occurrence with people of our habits to make much 
imprecision upon me or any of my associates who had long 
been familiar with them, or to excite a curiosity among 
ns to inquire in(o the particular circumstances attending 
the acquisition of plunder by parties detached from 
the main body, and therefore it cannot be a matter 
of any surprise if some of Ibe murders and robberies 
committed may have escaped my recollection, or of 
which I have no particular knowledge ; but I have 
without reserve stated all that my memory serves me to 
mention with every circumstance attending them. 1 have 
never since 1 have belonged to the Thugs known one 
single iniitanco cl* robbery committed by them without 
the previous destruction of life, almost iDvaria|;i1y by 
straugulation. This is effected either by means of a 
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roomal o» shred of cloth well twisted and wetted, or 
merely by the^ hands, though the latter is rarely practi^Jcd, 
and oiily had recourse to from accidental f»iluro in the 
former and usual mode. On a preconcerted sigaal being 
given the victim or victims are inslanily overpowered 
and the perpetration whether by the roonud, or hands 
only, is a business of the mcnient. In perpetrating mur- 
der, it is an invariaLdo point with the Tluigi to avoid 
spilling the blood of tiieir victim-f, biit if pos iiblo to lake 
their lives by suflbcatbm. This point is utlendcJ to with 
a view to leave no traces of murder by whicli snspiciou 
of the deed might bo t'3.citcd in Iho minds of the people 
passing the spot, and detection ensue. In (ho hurry, 
however, in which it is necessary sometimes to dispose of 
the bodies, the holes arc frequently not dug to such 
dimensions as to contain them in a whole state, purlieu** 
liuly when there is a good nninher to ho disposed of ; 
the bodies arc cut into pieces and closely packed in 
them. When these holes ore near the side of a road, 
which is generally llm case, and especially when in an 
open and exposed spot, after they are tilled up with earth, 
fires are burnt over them in order to remove all appear- 
ance of the earth being newly turned. Murders in the 
manner I have just described arc with equal facility and 
certainty of accomplishment, and as frequently perpetrat- 
ed while the victims arc walking along llic road, as when 
they have been enticed to our places of encampment for 
the purpose, and unconscious of what is to befall them arc 
sitting amongst us with every thing carefully and lei- 
surely arranged for their destruction. These murders 
are frequently perpetrated contiguous to villages where 
we encamp and have enticed strangers to take up their 
quarters with us ; they take place generally before the 
twilight is completely over and night has set in, and 
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always while the business is going on^ the band drum is 
beat and singing cjjnmenced to drown ai^ noise that 
might be made by the victims* The difl'ereut pe-rsnus 
actually engaged commence their operations .simuliarie- 
ously, and by signal given, which of course is preconcert- 
ed, but at the same lime quite arbitrary ; generally a 
common coarse expression is made use of not likely 
to strike the attention of the victims such as Tnr^- 
bakoo lao’* (bring tobacco). A roomal or slired of 
doth twisted on the occasion is the only implement 
which the Thugs use for strangling. I have never seen 
the pbansy or noose made of cord used, though am 
well aware of the general supposition that it is by such 
an implement people are strangled by us, but if such an 
implement had ever been in use, of which I have great 
doubt, it has long since been laid aside, for the obvious 
reason that on any incidental occasion of being seized, 
it would inevitably lead to detection. Oomrao, Makhuu 
luid all the other Jemadars or leaders keep up a direct 
understanding with the local authorities in liiindelcuiul, 
iiii whose limits they and their followers reside, and inva- 
riably on their return from an excursion conciliate their 
forbearance and favor by suitable Nuzzeranas. Assist- 
ance and support from English authorities being likewise 
indispensable, these are through artilice also obtained. 
The Jemadars and leaders have no direct intercourse 
themselves in this instance but through the medium of 
emissaries, who by misrepresentation and falsehood fre- 
quently contrive to extricate them from the difficulties 
which persons of our habits are constantly liable to be 
involved in. A relation of Oomruo’s named Motee,’^ 


* Executed at Saugor, 1833,«-W. H. S. 
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and a person named Lala barber,* an inluibitant of 
Serondra inOawnpore, render imporlant services in this 
way. Motee, who was formerly a practical Thug, has 
discontinued for some years going on predatory excur- 
sions. He first brought hitiiscdf into notice with the 
gentlemen by informing against a gang which in consc- 
ijiience was sei/A'<! and coniiued at Jubulpore, where I 
believe the gvealer part still remains. f Motee has ever 
since advanced in the favor of the gentlemen, making 
Ihom suppose that he acts as a check upon the Thugs 
and other plunderers, at least ho makes all this appear 
to us* to he the cas<?, and in consequence exercises great 
iniliience over us, making us pay well for his connivance, 
and the good ofiices ho no doubt frequently performs in 
our l)ohair.:|; Oomrao, llutfyrain, Heera, Mandun, and 
their gangs are those for whom he more especially exerts 
himself to protect and assist. 

Jiida harbor is the patron of Mukhun and by means 
of representations to different persons of his acquaint* 
auce in the service of the Adawlut at Cawnpore, ho 
renders great assistance to Mukhun in getting him 
through matters of difficulty. Makhiin, when he returned 
to Biindelciind from the excursion preceding the present 
one, after ascertaining the mishap that befel the share 
of plunder he sent from Blioranpoor, had, as was 

♦ Kseciiicd at Jubul|Kirp, 1835.— W. H. S. 

f Tills was the grreat Lucknadowa gaugr seized by IVIr. C. A. Molony 
at Jubulpore in 1823. W. H. S. 

X This is all true •, he screened men of his own caste, Lodhec ; and 
those who would pay him. In 1827 while at home on leave of absence from 
Jubulpore, he accompanied bis gang to Giizcraf, was engaged in the 
murder of a Subadar, his wife, a female attendant, and several followers. 
For these murders he was tried and executed, with his brother Chega Sa. 
His eldest brother Kullecan Singh U still an approver at Jubulpore. 
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usual with him iti similar cases, recourse to his 
patron Lala barber — Lala lost no timf. in waiting 
upon his frieiKl Malulce Moonshce at Cawnporc, to whom 
he represented matters in such a light that tlw Moonshce 
wrote himself or had an injunction written by his superiors 
to the Jhansee Uajah, saying that it having been made 
known that he (the Rujali) had soi/itjd four travellers 
passing through his boundaries ami plundered them of 
their property, the persons so treated being of respect- 
able and inonensive character, he was directed to set 
tliem at liberty and restore to them the properly he had 
taken from them. A day or two before the receipt of 
this letter of injunction tlie Rajah released Makhim’s 
men, having, in the first instance, made tliein give him an 
ac(piiltanco for money he had taken from them, but now 
thinking that as the matter had come to the kimwledge of 
the Knglish ho would get a had name with them, and also 
lose the money unless h(3 conid prove that the men he had 
taken it from were ThugsS, and that their true character 
liad been misrepresented, he (the Rajah) sent after them 
and bad tliem again apprehended,* 1 do not know what 
afterwards became of those men of Makhinrs, or what 
was the final result of lhf3 business. Besides Lala barber 
who manages inatlors in his favor through his acfpmintances 
at the Courts and Cucherries at Cawnpore, Etawah, 
Ilumeerpoor, Auria and Mynpoor, Makhiin has a great 
friend and supporter in the Jhansee Vakeel, who resides at 
II ummeepoorah, named Giiuesh Lall. Oumraomay have 
other patrons besides his relation Motee, who watches 
over his interests prineipaiiy at Jubbulpore, Makay 
Sahib at Kylali, is a great friend of Motce's, and it was 

* barber vas seized l>y Mr. Wil^n, tried at Jiibufporc and 
executed HI 1836. IV. II. S. 
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from him llial he obtained the English pass which Oomrao 
shewed to Ihij horsemen whein we were apprehended at 
Dekhola.* In passing through a country so great a num- 
ber ot inei\ together as our gangs soinotimes present, is 
cajrtainly calculated to excite suspicion, hut when this 
happens to he the case we arc always prepared with some 
story or explanation to ward it olV. Few of us carry 
arms, perhaps among lifteen or twenty persons two (»r 
three swords may he found but not more. Whei? 'r!v:gs 
meet, thong'b strangen s, there is something in their manner 
that soon discovers itself to each ollior, and to assure the 
surmise thus cxtdted, one exclaims “ Alee Kliaii/’ which 
on lieing repeated by the other party, a recog. lition of 
each other’s habits takes place, but tfiis is never followed 
by a disclosure of past acts. We do use captain t(M*ms to 
distinguish particular circumstances and events connected 
\vitli our proceedings which arc known to ourselves 
alone. 

These terms are known to all persons of similar habits 
to ourselves as wcdl to the Thugs of the Dcklian, of tlio 
Tsagpore country, of Malwa) of Kaiintbul ami Bagor, 
&c. as to those of Bundolcund and Gwalior. The 
numbers apply exclusively to travellers, and arc used 
to coinniunicale the number that fall it>to the hands of 
detached parties in pursuit of them. I helieve thero 
are few countries that do not produce Thugs — those I 
have just particularized did 1 know contain them, and do 
so, I believe, at the present moment. In the Ooinrauteo 
quarter there is a gang called Nasir Khaii’st Karoo or 
gang, a well known Thug loader; but whether he is still the 


* All true.— W. H. S. 

\ Nasir Khan is now an apiirovcr at Hiugolct:,— \V, H. S. 
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leader of it I cannot exactly say. In KannthnI and 
Bagor, Makcema and Dulla were formerly tke Tliug lead- 
ers, but who these are at present 1 do not know. ‘ The 
names of the leaders of the Malwa Thugs, of those of 
the Nagpore country, I am ignorant of. 

In the division of plunder the Jemadars or principal 
leaders receive 7J per cent., besides sharing cciually with 
the rest of the gang, but before any division whatever 
is made to the leaders or their men, one of the principal 
of the former alienates a certain part, greater or smaller 
in proportion to (he amount acquired, which is devoted 
to Bhowany our tutelar deity. This however does not 
generally apply to clothes, or plunder of that description— " 
indeed, it almost entirely refers to mont^y in gold or silver, 
for when it consists of diamonds or pearls, the leader 
draws hlood from his hands, and having sprinkled a little 
of it over them, the sanction of the deity to a division is 
thereby considered to be obtained without any other 
alienation. But the omission of this ceremony, or neg- 
lecting when success attends us to propitiate a conti- 
nuance of Bhowany’s favor by laying aside a part of our 
acquisitions to be appropriated to her service, would, 
we firmly conceive, bring heavy misfortunes upon us. 
The office of strangler in these gangs is never allowed 
to be self-assnmed, but is conferred with due ceremony 
after the fitness of the candidate in point of firmness, 
bodily strength and activity has been ascertained, and a 
sufficient degree of expertness in the use of the roomal, 
or long shred of cloth, used for the purpose of strangling, 
has been acquired by long dbam practice of the process 
among one another. , 

When thus qualified, the person on whom the office 
is to be conferred, proceeds to the fields conducted by 



( 421 ) 


his Gooroo (spiritual guide,) previfjusly selected, who 
carries witb| him the rooinni or shred of cloth, and anx- 
iously looking out for some favorable omen, such as the 
chirping of certain birds, or their flight past the right 
hand, he knots the roomal at each end* the moment that 
either occurs, and delivers it to the candidate, imploring 
success upon him. After this they return, and the cere- 
mony is closed by a feast or distribution of sweetmeats. 
It is the seniors only who confer this oflice, generally 
old Thugs, held in some estimation, but who, from the 
infirmity of age, have ceased to accompany the gangs on 
their, expeditions, and who receive their chief support 
from the vcluntary contribiitiona of those on whom they 
have conferred the privilege of using the roomal. 


Indore, 20/A October, 1831. 
To II. T. PllINSEP, Esquire, 


Secretary to the Governor General, 

Upper Provinces^ 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to transmit for the 
information of the Governor General, copy of Captain 
Borthwick’s dispatch to me of the l^th instaut, reporting 
his having cflected the seizure of a number of Thugs 
residing in the western parts of Malwa and of my reply 
to him of this date. The proceeding will, I trust, bo 
viewed with satisfaction by liis Lordship. 


A duplicate of this dispatch will be sent for the infor- 
mation of the Vice President in Council. 

(Signed) 6. WELLESLEY, 

Residents 




* Oaly at une end 1 believe.— W. il. S. 
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To G. WELLESLEY, E,s«<irrRR, 

Resident and Governor General's Afient, Indore. 

Sir, 

* 

Yon were apprized by mo in June Inst of 
my having- received information of a gang of between 
40 and 50 Thugs, the greater portion of wliieli had tlioir 
places of residence in diOerent villages at the distance of 
a few miles from each other, on the borders of the jungle 
to the west side of this; hut that then the greater miniber 
of them was absent, on one of those murderous excursions 
usually undertakeu once a year by these remorseless 
banditti ; of the suhseqncnt relurn of those absent, yon 
were also duly infuniied, and of the plan 1 have proposed 
for seizing Ibe whole when the proper time arrived ; it 
being irnpruclicable to make the attempt with any chance 
of success during the rains, and until the Mucky or 
Indian com cultivation, which closely surrounds the 
villages, and during the latter part of that season has 
attained its height, was cut down. Those impediments 
however having at length passed, and the cuinmotion in 
the Kannur district having been quelled, a snOicient 
number of the contingents became available lor this 
service. 

y. Accordingly, therefore, I have the honor to inform 
yon, that accompanied by Captain McMahon, 1 proceeded 
on the night of the 7th instant, with about two hundred 
of the Jowrah Cavalry contingent, with the view to etfect 
the capture of the gang, and after a harassing march of 
upwards of 30 miles (the ground for the last 10 or 13 miles 
hav ing been rendered soft and muddy by heavy falls of rain 
the day before, and it being found necessary to observe 
the precaution of avoiding the more frequented roads) we 
reached the villages as the day was begiuning- to dawn, 
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which were instantly snrroundecl, and so completely were? 
the olijccts .»»t' our designs taken by surprise, that the 
whole wore secured without the escape of a single indi- 
vidual, and before any resistance could be ollered. 

3. Before arriving at the villages the Cavalry were 

divided into four parties, corresponding with the number 
of villages to be surrounded, two of which wore con- 
ducted, the one by Captain McMahon destined for 
Saylally, and the other for Aiuhynu liy myself; at both 
of which, from being more considerahlo than the? others, 
and the seats of Thakurs of some respectability in the 
Pertabgurh State, some diiliculties, and 1 was led to be- 
lieve resistance, might be expected, but J rim happy to 
say that, neither wa.s experienced. The third party was 
conducted under the snporinlcndcnco of the Nowab’s 
iniiiisfcr •Sheikh Aliy to whose services in assist- 

itig to ki:(>p me informed of all that passed connected 
with the gang from the first intimation I had of it, I am 
inufh iiidehted. AVusluoe was the village to which this 
jKii ty pior', -s;ii:’d. The fourth was condm trd by a lla- 
sildar of the contingent, and was .sent to the village of 
Motya. Besides these villages which belong to, the 
Pru-tah..;urh territory, there were others in tluj liiiilarn 
and iSeelaua territories, where a few of the inemhers of 
this gang resided, with the aathoritie.s of these States 
in whose exertions I had every reliance. I arranged for 
parties being sent simultaneously to seize them, and 
1 have the satisfaction to inform you that their proceed- 
ings have been equally successful as my own in this 
quarter. 

4. The number of Thugs that have been seized is 
forty-six, a list of whom 1 enclose; hut tliis, it is pro- 
bable, as to the names contained in it, may undergo some 
alteration in the course of the examination of the gang* 
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There is however a remarkable difference between the 
conduct of these , and those Thugs whoinr 1 formerly 
seized and brought to trial, which I have thought it. 
proper here to notice, as being likely to be piV)ductivo of 
satisfactory results. The former criminals, with the excep- 
tion of a very few, besides the approvers, denied their guilt 
to the last in the face of the most clear and positive proof 
of it, while the present prisoners, with a few exceptions, 
openly avow themselves to be professed Thugs, and many 
of them show themselves disposed to make a full and 
unreserved disclosure of the numerous atrocities they 
have perpetrated. It is fortunate perhaps that this is 
the case, for though soon after I received information 
of the existence of the gang, I obtained possession of 
a valuable diamond ring which formed a part of the 
plunder acquired by (hem on an excursion made by them, 
according to my present information, upwards of a year 
ago; had they determined to niaiiitaiii a Orm denial of 
their praotice.s, their conviction would have been of difH- 
cult accompli.siiiiieut. In this stale of the case therefore, 
it becomes more vr matter of selection of individuals from 
amongst the prisoners to give evidence and consequently 
be admitted to the honefit thereof, than of endeavouring to 
persuade any of them to come forward. In attendiug 
to this, while the principal object of obtaining the fullest 
iuformatiun is kept in view, 1 conceive every thing 
should as far as possible be avoided that might tend to 
act as a restraint on Government in eventually passing the 
award of punishment on the principals and more prominent 
characters of the gang, but betore 1 enter upon the ex- 
amination I shall look to be favored with your iostmetious. 
I have however to state, that the morning I seized the 
prisoners, and before I became aware of the disposition 
amongst them to make confession of their practices, it was 
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intimated to me that the Jemadar Rama was led fo do 
so, npon wlfich by way of encourag’ement I gave him 
assurance of lenient trcatnicnt, and therefore I trust he 
will be alUwed the benefit of being admitted evidence 
should he prove himself under examination deserving of 
such indulgence. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) W. BOllTHWICK, 

Poll I real AycnL 

MaJiicIpoor/i Political Agenfii J 
Office, mk Oct. 1831. 3 


Indore, 20/A Ocloher, TS31. 


To CAPTAIN BORTIIWICK, 


Sir, 


Political Agent, Mahidpoore. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your dispatch to mo of the 10th instant, report- 
ing yonr having elfectod the seizure of a number of 
Thugs residing at difforeut places in the western parts 
of Malwa. 

2. Your measures for securing these miscreants were 
very judiciously arranged, and the successful results are 
highly satisfactory. 

3. The line which you conceive should be observed 
with regard to the admission of prisoners to depose under 
a promise of pardon, or lenient visitation of their own 
criminality, on condition of giving a true and unreserved 
confession of the members and transactions of the gangs 
is exactly that which it appears to me advisable you 
should pursue. The Jemadar Rama however having been 
encouvaged to come forward as a deponent, should be 
admitted as such, and the promise of a lenient visitation 

3 F 
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of Ins criminality will of course bo fulfilled towards him 
in the event of bis fulfilliug^ the condition on which it has 
been held out to him. 

When your examinations may be completed yon will 
be pleased to communicate to this Office the particulars 
of the same. 

(Signed) G. WELLESLEY, Resident. 


Indore, IHlh Avgusl, 18?)2. 

No. 57. 

To GEORGE SWINTON, Esqi tim:, 

Chief Secrefar}j to Government, 

Fort IViitiam. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit to you the 
accompanying copy of a letter from Captain Dorlliwick, 
together with a copy of that Officer’s proceedings on the 
trial of a gang of Tlnigs who were apprehended by him 
in the month of October lust, and of whose guill, with a 
few exceptions, the most satisfactory evidence has been 
obtained by the confession of four approvers, whose state- 
ments are confirmed by the acknowledgement of the 
greater part of their accomplices. 

3. The circumstantial manner in which they have 
severally detailed the narrative of their operations, 
distinguishing the actual perpetrators of each murder 
from those who were merely accessaries or employed in a 
subordinate capacity, the minute accounts which have in 
general been given of the nature and value of the property 
obtained in the course of their excursions, of the number 
of the deaths which they inflicted, of the resistance which 
they occasionally experienced, of the means by which 
they overcame that resistance, and of the contrivances by 
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wliioli <lioy onsnarrd tlieir victims, cuiistitutc altogctlicr 
sucli a JiMss,(>r ctiiisistent and conclusive evidence both ol‘ 
the i^rolcssion to which tJio prisoners belonged, ot‘ (he 
organized luid systematic niamier in which tin? pursuits 
of it wore cojiductcd, and of their dreadfully successful 
prosecution, as appears to preclude the possibility «»f all* 
doubt either as to the truth of the facts which they have 
related, or as to the guilt of the several iuili victuals to 
whom they are allribiited. 

3. The capital punisliiiicnt propos- 
ed by Captain Bovthwick to he award' 
cd to such of the prisoners as wore? 
emphived in the capacity of strang- 
lers, to which tliey do not appear to 
have been admitted without . a long 
probalioji, and their ipialilicatiou for 
wliicii is represeuted by cue of the 
approvers to have been celebrate*! 
among them as a kind of festival, ap- 
pears to me to be warrant'd by their 
admitted guilt, nor do I think that the 
doinaiids of public justice would bo 
satistied by tbc inOictioii ofua inferior 
penalty. The names and numbers of 
the prisoners, whose cases have appeared io merit that 
degree of punisliment, are noted in the niargia. 

4, Witli respect to others who, although mendiers of 
the association, were either from their age or inexpe- 
rieuce disqualified from exercising the more daring and 
destructive arts of their profession, and who do not there- 
fore appear to have been the actual perpetrators of any 
murder, Captain Bortkwdck has distributed them into 
two classes, of which one is proposed to be sentenced to 
Iransportaiion fur life and the other for a term of years. 


1 Nnihoo. 

2 liluiH lun'o. 

3 Drna alias iiooa- 

hrm. 

4 Cllr.too. 

5 Nuuila. 

U iMolia. 

7 UiU'Ola. 

8 Kukocru. 

!» rnkcfia 

10 Slir-rc Khan. 

V3 U;*aivt. 

13 Nc.iIkm). 

14 IUim'mo, 

K> rtooslial, 

JU ?ilan.i. 

18 Jwosual alias Joo- 
Ilia. 

.19 RiilifM'm. 

20 Kuo^itum alias Du> 
bora. 

21 Tlouhii Khan. 

27 KhiMvun nli.as 

Sheikh Khooinan. 
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17 nult>]ioo alias 

22 Kliooinun. 

23 (’hc-eioo. 

21 Nadir Khan. 

25 Hrt’ra Cluiinar. 

20 Down alias Luiec. 
28 Kmiui alias 
Kmnxanee. 

31 Aj<'rl Khan. 

32 Koitpa. 

33 Nadir Khan (2d.) 
30 Bho[ta alias 

Hhiiopjpc. 

37 lihudijta*. 


5. The names and numbers of the 
prisoners composing^ the first class are 
noted in the margin, and I recommend 
that they should receive tjlie punish- 
ment proposed to be awarded to them. 


G' Of the individuals belonging to 

30 (Jhasy Khan. the remainini^ class, whos(? names and 

31 lliisspcn Khan. , ..i . i • i 

numbers arc likowiso noted iti the 

margin, 1 recommend the imprisonment at Bombay fur 
the term of 14 years. 

7. The rest of the prisoners having 
been acquitted, I beg leave to suggest 
the propriety of their being released 
from confinement ; and made over to 
the native authorities of the villages to 
which they belong, under an engage- 
ment from those anthorities to exercise 


35 miyr(.>o. 

3S Kunrni. 

30 (Mohunidoo. 

40 .Shacr Khao. 

41 Sohhnt. 

42 Pf or Khan. 

43 Moiy. 

44 Anira. 

45 failoo. 

4<» l^ni>.liaud Khan, 
47 KumIh. 


a watchful vigilance over their future conduct* The 
names and numbers of those prisoners are also specified 
in the margin. 

8. With respect to the approver:^ who seem to have 
been all employed as leaders of gangs and whose imme- 
diate liberation from all restraint would therefore, I 
conceive, he dangerous, I think that a similar precau- 
lion ought to bo adopted, and I accordingly hope that 
Captain Bor tliwlck’s suggestion of it will he sanctioned. 
• 9. I re([uest that l.may be furnished with orders of 

Government respecting the disposal of the plundered 
property and the application of the money which is 
adverted to in the 8th paragraph of Captain Borth- 
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wick^s letter, wiiosc promised report of the result of Lis 
eudeavonrs t^ discover the owner of the diamond ring, 
will hh submitted, as soon as received, for the consider- 
ation and orders of the Honorable the Vico President 
in Council, 

10. Three of the prisoners, viz., fJliassy Khan No. 30^ 
Nadir Khan No. 24, and Bhyroo No. 35, not appearing 
to me to have been satisfactorily identified, 1 requested 
further cxplanatioTi on the subject of those prisoners 
from Captain Borlhwick, a copy of whoso letter in reply 
1 have the honor to enclose. 

* I have, Stc. &;c. 

(Signed) \V, B. MARTIN, Resident, 

To W. B. MARTIN, Ksqijire, 

Resident, S<c» Jndore, 

Sir, 

I have herewith the honor to sub- 
mit my proceedings in the trial of a gang of Thugs 
apprehended by me in the western .state and districts of 
Malwa, as reported in my letter of the lOlh October 
last and on different subsequent periods, as in the course 
of investigation information was obtained, and though 
there are still a number of these atrocious criminals at 
large, whose capture I was in hopes of enacting before 
these proceedings were brought to a close, hut they have 
hitherto eluded my search. I have no doubt that my 
elibrts which shall continue to be directed towards ac- 
complishing their capture will, at no distant period, be 
successful in the attainment of that object. 

2. The process observed in the conduct of these 
proceedings is the same as that proscribed by Govern- 
ineut, in the case of the former gang apprehended by me 
in the year 1828. 



( 430 ) 


3. The examinations of the approvers, which from 
flio first part of these proceeJings elicij exact and 
corresponding narratives of the principal factrf and 
atrocities perpetrated in the coarse of the dipbrent mur- 
derous excursions to which they refer, followed by a 
full and satisfactory identification and description of the 
persons and occupations of the prisoners in the gangs on 
lIios<^ occasions, seemed to furnish such a mass of proof 
against them as was suffici(Mit to establish their guilt, with 
tlu' addition of a voluntary confession from the prisoners 
Ihcinselves which, without exception, it will be seen, 
each of them made without hesitation. 

4. It is not a little remarkable that this should be the 
case 1)1 the present instance, while in that of the former 
gang apprehended and tried by mo about four years ago, 
they, with a few exceptions, obstinately persevered to the 
last in inaintaiiiing their innocence, and strenuously 
denied that they ever belonged to these atrocious associa- 
tions or had any knowledge of their practices. 

5. This may in some measure be accounted for from 
the fact that the former was, as far as I am aware, the 
first gang of Thugs that had ever been convicted, that the 
greater number of them had repeatedly been before our 
Judicial Courts, where, through doubtful or defective 
evidence against them, together with bold and confident 
denial on their part, they had doubtless hitherto contriv- 
ed to evade the punishment duo to their atrocities; while 
tho present criminals not being equally experienced in 
such arts of evasion and subterfuge, may have thought 
that in the face of such clear proof against them, denial 
of their guilt would not avail them, but on the contrary 
that confession of their crimes was the most likely way to 
obtain a mitigation of the punishment attached to ^them. 
This is the only way in which 1 can. account for the 
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opposite condact of the two gangs under Ihe same 
circumstances. 

6. * The approvers have severally received a distinct 
pledge thajt Iheir lives would be spared, provided tlioy 
made a lull and unreserved disclosure of the uo!s of their 
associates; at the sauu' time they were as distinctly in- 
formed that I did not conceive myself authorized to 
grant them any lurth<?r indulgence. But considering 
that they have well performed the conditions on which my 
pledge to them was given, and that in the conviction of 
their associates, through their evidence, such important 
service has been rendered to the community at liirgi*, 
I trust that their liberty will also bo gran tod to llioni, 
which I conceive may with safety bo done, provided they 
are placed urulcu’ the surveillance of the local authorities 
of the districts where they reside, and that a strict and 
unremitting w^alch be kept upon their actions. 

7. With regard to the articles of property, of which 
a list is appended to the proceedings, shewing the names 
of the individuals from whom the articles were recovered, 
and in most instances the names of the Thugs from whom 
they were received, also an estimated value of the whole 
determined by a Puncliayct assembled by me for the 
purpose, I beg to observe that nearly the whole of these 
articles were tlie proceeds of two of those periodical ex- 
cursions undertaken by one gang or another of these 
miscreants generally every year. One of these two 
excursions was conducted by the approver llama Jema- 
dar, in the latter end of 1829 and beginning of 1830, 
and the other by the prisoner Bhowmia Jemadar, from 
which he and bis gang had only returned about a month 
prior to their seizure. The diamond ring being an 
articlp of considerable value, and the other articles 
found at the same time on the bodies of the two Augriabs, 
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from whom it was taken may, with it be traced to their 
anginal owners, but the other articles in /he list, coq- 
sisting chiefly of strings of inferior seed pearls and bits 
of ornaments broken, for the purpose of division, being 
of a common desoription and separately of trifling value, 
there appears little chance of being able to ascertain 
to whom they belong. 

8. I request to be favored with instruclions re- 
garding the disposal of such of the articles as may not 
bo rocngiii/ed, or for which owners are not found, as 
also of the money shown in the list to have been recover- 
ed from dillVrc’nt persons on the price of articles received 
from th(? TJiiJgs and sold by them. I have been endea- 
vouring to discover the owner of the dianiond ring, and 
liiougli as yet unsuccessful, I have recently obtained 
information that is likely to lead to the attainment of that 
object, the particulars and result of which shall duly be 
reported to you. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. BOllTIIW ICK, 

Poll, Agent, 

Office of the Mahiilpore \ 

Poll. Agent, mhJulg, 1832. J 


Estimated value of the above articles, determined by a 
Punchayel assembled by me at Rutlam for the purpose, 
consisting of the following persons : 

Omied Mul Sahookar. 

Kama Gogla ditto. 

Myachimd ditto. , 

Jowahirchnud Pectlea ditto. 
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B^Iajee Gbowan, a dealer in native ornaments. 

Seetrsip Sonar. 

‘ Vakeels - of Rntlam* Selona, Seetamhoro, Bans* 
warn, and .f^urtabgbur. 

Diamond Ring, acqnired by the Bama Jema- 
dar approver No. 1, and recovered from Amer 

Singb Purmarteliar Buneea, .Rs. COOO 0 Q 

3 Rings, acquired at the same time by Rama 
Jemadar, viz. 2 Emeralds and 1 Ruby, 75 0 0 

The unset Diamond ditto ditto, ...... ......... 26 0 0 

2 Large Pearls, also acquired by Rama Je- 

madai; at the same time, 400 0 0 

Remaining articles in the above lists, con- 
sisting of gold and silver ornaments with and 
without precious stones, gold and silver Bullion, 

Money and strings of Seed Pearls, also Pearls 
of ditlerent sizes, estimated to amonnt to the 
valueof .>532 8 0 

Rupees 12032 8 0 

(Signed) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 


(Copies.) 

To J. BAX, Esquire, 

Resident, iic. ifc., Indore. 

.Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit the proceed- 
ings instituted by me for the trial of the Thng prisoners 
in my enstody. 

2d. I am aware that objection may be ta^n to the 
cqqviction of these prisoners prodiuced as it has been by 
the evidence alone of the appreyers, bat it shoald be 

. 9 d - 
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remembered that there is uo other source, ^vith the excep- 
tioQ of them as accomplices, from whence^ proof of the 
murderous acts of the prisoners could be derived, and 
that being the case, it only remains that every possible 
precaution be observed to prevent false or corrupt testi- 
mony being given, and I beg to assure you that has been 
an object to vhich 1 have throughout most strictly 
attended. 

Sd. In the apprehension of only two of the prisoners, 
namely, Nos. 7 and 8, has the employment of the appro- 
vers been bad recourse to, the whole of the others having 
been traced by me to their several haunts through ^sepa- 
rate and distinct sources of information, while they were 
only employed after the criminals were so traced, to 
recognise (heir persons and point them out to the parties 
sent to sci/e them ; it could not therefore be any object 
with them to shape their evidence so as to convict the 
prisoner whose apprehension as a criminal they had been 
the means of effecting. 

4tb. In addition to the consistent and confirmatory 
nature of the present evidence, I beg to mention what 
affords a forcible impression of its perfect correctness, 
the fact that in the lists of the gangs which proceeded on 
the different expeditions of which the approvers gave an 
account on the former trial, the names of the present 
prisoners then at large, are included, and the parts that 
most of them performed, particularly the stranglers in the 
murders perpetrated, are stated. 

5th. In conclusion, I beg to inform you that the 
property found partly in the possession of the former 
party of Thugs themselves at the time they were appre- 
hended, and partly recovered from that of others to 
which they had conveyed it, still remains nnclaimed in 
my possessioni nor with the exception of the vUuable 
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diamond ring, is any part of it of a description likely 
ever to be claimed, consisting as it does of broken bits of 
gold and silver native omainents, a few separate pearls of 
niiddling sijpe, and a considerable quantity of inferior seed 
pearls, &c. A list of the whole is appended to the pro- 
ceedings of the former trial. I therefore beg to suggest 
that the whole of Ibis property, with exception of the ring 
above alluded to, be sold, and the proceeds brought to the 
account of Government. With regard to this ring, several 
individuals have laid claim to it, but the pretensions of 
none hitherto have borne that correspondence with thf 3 
descgption of the article, or the circumstances connected 
with it, that could render their claims admissable, with 
the reception of a person named Chimasa, a Bheema 
walah of Anjim, who has lately proved that a ring of 
nearly the same value as the one in question was des- 
patched to him from Surat much about the time the 
present ring is supposed to have been acquired by the 
Thugs, hut he is unable to give a description of the 
article; he is however now prosecuting his in(|uiries of 
the Dookan at Surat from which it was dispatched, and 
has promised shortly to submit the result. 

(Signed) W. BORTHWICK, 


Mahidpore, 4lh Ocloher^ 1834. 
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APPENDIX Y. 

CASE OF RIVER THUGGEE AT DACCA. 


In July last two men, one a Mussulman, the other a 
Hindoo, left Dacca together for Furreeilpore, where they 
never arrived. enquiries were made in both Zillalis 
through the police, but without effect. It was seated 
that they had 15 rupees with them, and that there were 
two other passengers on the same boat. In September a 
man named BhuianalU Chung was brought to me : ho 
stated that in Magh of that year, he and several others 
went to Rungpore with two tobacco merchants as 
passengers, strangled them with anguoebas and threw 
them into the river, and got 40 rupees from them. His 
relation, Suroop Chung, he said knew more of this, and 
might know something of tho Dacca case. Suroop was 
sent for, and came and deposed that he and five others 
were at Dacca in a pulwar. They took two passengers on 
board to bring them to Furreedpore, one a Mussulman, 
the other a Hindoo, took them to a Chur sandbank 
about two hours journey distance from Dacca, there 
strangled them with angoochas, threw the bodies over- 
board and went back tbrough Dacca to Naraigunje, got 
15 rupees and other property from them: two of the 
leaders of the gang dressed themselves up as Brahmins, 
and seated themselves in the boat as passengers to inspire 
confidence. They afterwards added that there were two 
boats, one a pancliway with five men in it, besides the 
pulwar. These men be afterwards reported were^n the 
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pancliway close to Furreedpore, Laving come for passen- 
gers at the J[)oorga Poojah. They were seized, four ia 
numter ; at first all told contradictory stories as to 
where they had been, &c., afterwards three confessed : 
two to having been Mullahs (sailors) of the boaton which the 
two missing passengers left Dacca with other particulars ; 
the third to having told a false story at the rer|uest of the 
others. His brother was one of the party at Dacca, but 
being sick had staid at home and he had tak<*n his place. 
In the boat wasfonnd a doty, recognized by the friends of 
the Hindoo, also a Mussulman dross and piece of cloth 
recognized by the friends of the missing Mussiilniun, but 
the latter could bring no witness to swear to them. There 
were also found in th<; boat two Drahminical threads, though 
all the boatmen were Cbandals. Tbe Nazir and a Mohurir 
were sent to take up all the persons implicated in these 
cqnfossions. Two others who were taken up confessed, 
and one produced from his house a lota which he said had 
been his share of the spoil. This had before been men- 
tioned as having been with (be deceased, and was identi- 
fied by three or four witnesses. The brother of one of 
the missing men who bad accompanied them to the boat 
deposed, that the pancliway which was seized near 
Furreedpore was the same as that in which the missing 
men went. He also swore that he believed that two of 
the prisoners were two of the men he saw in the boat, 
the one, one of the Brahmin passengers^ the other one 
of theMuIIahs (sailors). Suroop, who first gave information 
and had been promised pardon, was admitted as a witness 
against the others, of whom eight were made over for trial. 

Id the above case a man named Surbul Dam was 
named in Suroop's confession ; on being taken up in the 
Moiussil he denied, but when examined by me he denied 
all knowledge of the Dacca case, but confessed that in 
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SlTny and June he went with a number of others in 
three boats, one a pulwar ; that they first topk on board 
in Mymunsing (close to the borders of Furreedpore)* two 
Tanties (weavers) on pretence of buying cloths from them ; 
that he went on shore for a short time, and on 
coming back saw the cloths but not the Tanties. The 
cloths were divided amongst the party, and he con- 
cluded the Tanties were murdered. They went to 
Rungpore and they were coming back when they 
fell in with a boat laden with Tobacco and Hemp 
going to Serajgnnge. There were five men in it ; they 
kept with this boat for a day or two. At last on pre- 
tence of singing Ilurnj Sool^ they got the five men 
of the Tobacco boat to sit down with them in a circle, 
then strangled them all with angoochus. One man per- 
formiog the operation on each man, whilst the others held 
their bands and feet and pressed upon their stomachs. 
They threw the bodies into the river and went down the 
stream till evening with both boats, when they put the 
Ifetnp and Tobacco into their own pulwar, and sunk 
the beat of the men they had murdered by breaking two 
holes through the bottom of it with a hatchet. They 
returned and sold the Tobacco and Hemp at Manick- 
gunge in this district. The persons implicated by this 
statement were all taken up — three confessed according 
to the statement of Surbul Dam, but more clearly—^ 
they also said there were only two boats and in all ten 
men, which, on comparison of the statements, was evi- 
dently the true one. One of these was Bholanatb, the 
first informer. Both he and another, Kissen Mohnn, said 
they saw the two Tanties strangled. One other man 
owned having been a party to the sale of the Hemp and 
Tobacco which they brought from Rungpore. He was 
one of the leaders of the gang. In nearly all *their 
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houses a bundle of Tobacco was found. On enquiry the 
heirs of the^ two Tantics were discovered. They were 
residents in Furreedpore, their brothers went to a place 
in Mymunsing to sell some cloths and never returned : 
the time of their disappearance and place they were 
coining from and going to agreed with the statements of 
the prisoners. They did not effect a sale of their cloths 
at Mymunsiug and were coming back with them. Some 
very fine pieces of cloth found in the prisoners hands bore 
the same mark as that used by the deceased, but they 
could not swear to them. The heirs of the five men in 
the ^Tobacco boat were likewise fi)und : four of iLein 
resided in Mymunsiug ; they hired out their bout and 
services to a Mahajuu Merchant at Scrajguiige ; went 
with a cargo of Salt to Rungporc and were coming back 
with Tobacco and Hemp when they were thus murdered. 
The fifth person was a man sent by the Gumashta to pilot 
them. Intelligence had duly been given to the Police at 
Rungpore, and the Magistrate of that district reported 
that a boat answering in description to the one described 
by Surbul Dam had been found with two holes cut 
through the bottom. The place where it was found 

agreed also with Surbul Dam’s statement. The boat was 

♦ 

sent for, and also the Rungporc Gomashta who proved 
the despatch of the Hemp and Tobacco. The sale of it 
at Manickgunge was proved by the Merchant who eSect- 
ed it : four of the prisoners were identified as parties to 
the sale which was regularly entered in the books. The 
boat was identified both by the relations of the deceased, 
who owned it, and by the witnesses who were admitted 
as King’s evidence against the others. It bad been re- 
paired, but the original size of the two boles had been 
marked out. Two men were admitted as witnesses 
againj^t the others; eight were made over for the 
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murder of the two Tauties, and the five Tobacco 
boatmen : and ono for receiving and assisting at the 
sale of the Tobacco. In the bouse of one of the 
non^confessing prisoners in the Dacca case \vas found 
a brass Belu, which was recognized by a Gwala alFur* 
reedpore^ as having been with his brother when he 
and two others left Fun-eedpore for Myraensing in 
January 1834. They have never since been heard of. 
It is regularly entered in the list of property lost which 
was given in when they were declared missing. Unfor^ 
tunately no other witness to the property has yet been 
found.’* 

This clear and interesting statement of the case I con- 
clude to have been drawn np by the Magistrate of Fur- 
reedpore, Mr. W. H. Martin, and though it has not come 
to me in an official shape or authenticated with bis name, 
I venture to recommend its being printed with the other 
papers coimected with it. II. S. 


To CAPTAIN W. H. SLEEMAN, 

SiCt SjCt SfC0 


My Vuar Sir, 

If distance of ^me and place 
Lad had any tendency to diminish my former interest re- 
garding Thuggee, of which I am not conscious, a fresh 
stimulus would have been given by a case which has just 
been under trial. To you who are so much better versed 
in the system and details of Thuggee, and so thoroughly, 
acquainted with the extent to which it has beep carried^ 
on, it will be no novelty to find that it exists a system . 
in Bengal. Several years have lapsed since 1 first heard 
of its exi^itence (perhaps it was in 1828) iu the way whic$ 
bos been described in the, Jhrial lately BeiteyiDg 
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this to be the first instance of a prosecution to con- 
viction in Bengal, I send you copies of some robakaries 
by the Joint Magistrate of Fureedpore, Mr. W, !!• 
Martin, a cjipy of the Session Judge’s letter referring the 
trial, and another of my Minutes. Be indulgent to these 
last, for they are taken down hastily as the Persian 
papers are read out to me, so tliat the sentences are as 
inverted hi this abstract translation as in the original. 
These papers, taken together, will afford you as much 
information as you require of one case. It is my inten- 
tion that an official communication shall be made through 
the proper chiumol to your locum tenons, by whom the 
officer of the department nearest to the locale will doubtless 
be properly instructed. 1 think a good basis for further 
operations is furnished, and that the approvers in this 
case, if well managed, may prove essentially useful. In 
short, that there is au upeoing, which it is often difficult 
to find, through which some progress may he made. As 
your Assistants are now being posted in Bengal, I con- 
clude orders will be issued through the Circuit Commis- 
sioners to the Magistrates, to place themselves in corres- 
pondence with them, and not only to aid and support 
their operations, but to make known occurrences which 
bear the resemblance of Thuggee. For fear of auy omis- 
sion I have proposed the transmission of papers relating 
even to this trial as before mentioned, that my mite of 
co-operation in a great undertaking might not be wanting. 
I have failed in endeavours to get at some old deposi- 
tions of which 1 once before spoke, but I may repeat that, 
whenever you have an Assistant whose circle embraces 
Bancoora, he will pretty surely find a large gang of 
Mussulman Thugs iu that small town* It held them in 
1830, and as the Magistrate could not develope, their plauSf 
&G. See., 1 doubt not the whole party being there still. 

3 II 
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As I am to apply for a frank^ bona fide on service, I 
must limit my private communication to g^od wishes for 
your health, having amended by change of air and relief 
from application to duty. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

truly and sincerely your's, 

(Signed) G. STOCKWELL. 

Cdlculia^ 26th March, 1836. 


(Copy No. 67.) 

To J. F. M. REID, Esquire, 

Register to the Nizamut Adawlui, 

Fort William. 


Sir, 

I have the honor to submit for the de- 
cision of the Nizamut Adawlut my proceedings, and those 
of the Joint Magistrate of Forreedpoore, Mr. W. H. 
Martin, in the case noted in the margin, held at Dacca on 
the 19th and 20th instant. 

2d. Prisoners plead not guilty. 

3d. Joygovind Tantee and Lukhekuiit, brothers to the 
missing persons, say they left home in Bysakli to go to the 
house of Hookuin Cliund to sell some cloth to him, and 
that they have never seen them since ; they heard from 
Hookum Chund that he did not buy any thing from them, 
and that they went away from his house immediately. 
The confessions state that they were called on board the 
boat, some of the prisoners saying they wanted to buy 
some cloth ; these witnesses say two pieces of cloth found 
are like what the Tantees had with them. 

4. Sheeboo Manjee and three others,. relations to the 
persons on the Tobacco boat, say they left home in Jaet 
(May) to go to Seerajegunge^ and were there employed by 
Deenbundoo, a Muhajun. From thence they took^aloa4 
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of salt to Kolooghaut : these witnesses prove the boat 
found to be that on which their relations were. Odye 
Chund Gomashteb, of the last named place, says he sent 
them off on Jthe 2Gth of Jact with 52 luaunds of Tobacco 
and 31 of Hemp for Seerajegungc, from wliich place he 
got a letter about fifteen days after staling they had not 
arrived there. 

Hurgovind cotifirms the above. ^ 

6. Bijllaye Pal lives at Mauickgunge, recognises pri- 
soners Surroop Mistree, Jugomohun Biswas, and Bungsee 
Chung. On the 9th or 10th Assar he sold for them some 
Tobacco and Hemp and paid the money to prisoner 
Stirroop Mistree. llainhurry Chukerhutly is employed 
at the Golah of Juggernauih Shah. On the 9lh of Assar 
the above witness brought the prisoner Survoop Mistree, 
who gave his name Snroop, and the witness wrote the 
amount of Tobacco sold on that day in Iho book ; witness 
recognizes prisoner Jngomohnn Biswas as one of the 
party. The Katahihee was produced. In it the Tobacco 
and Hemp sold is regularly entered, and nearly amounts 
to the quantity said to have been on the boat. 

6. Two witnesses were present when the prisoner 
Soobul Dam claimed a dhotce, supposed to have belonged 
to the Tantees ; the evidence of the five next witnesses 
goes merely to prove that the prisoners are not always at 
home. Witnesses to the confessions examined. 

7. Bholanath Chung and Kishen Mohun admitted as 
evidence, relate the circumstances attending the murders, 
but their evidence in detail is taken after the confessions. 
Their being present is confirmed by the witnesses at 
Manickgungo and the statements of the prisoners, but 
fitili I am not inclined to rely on their evidence as to the 
particular persons present at the murders. 

8. Prisoner Gungaram Mistree, in his confession be- 
fore the Joint Magistrate, says he was on board the boat 

e 
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vben prisoner Nubeen Deo called (he two Tantees, aa^^ing 
he ivanted to buy some cloth — they came^ on board- 
prisoner was told to go by land — he returned to the*boats 
about an hour afterwards ; did not see the Tantees. As the 
cloth was on the boat had suspicions that they had been 
made away with. They afterwards fell in with the Tobacco 
boat ; and the prisoners whilst the people were eating, 
strangled them ; the tobacco was removed to their boat 
and the other sunk : prisoner received a piece of cloth 
and was promised his share of the money when the 
Tobacco was sold. 

9. Prisoner Soolml Dam before the Joint Magis^trate, 
says he was with the prisoners — they had three boats 
which came to at the same place as the Tobacco boat — be 
and another went away for wood, and on his return did not 
see the people of the other boat. The Tobacco was 
brought on board their boat and the other sunk. 

10. Prisoner Suroop Mistree before the Joint Magis- 
trate and myself states he sold the Tobacco and Hemp at 
the request of prisoner Gungaram Mistree. The other 
six prisoners deny being concerned in the aifair. 

11. The three witnesses called by prisoner Soobul 
Dam, say he left their village seven years ago and where 
lie now lives they cannot say — prisoner Bungsee Chung 
calls witnesses who never saw him before he came to a 
relation’s house : he bad a pulwar which he mended there 
»the other witnesses called to speak to character and 
the prisoners being at home in certain months. 

13. The futwa convicts the prisoners of the crime 
charged against them, and declares them liable to punish- 
ment by Akoobut. 

13. Prisoner Soobul Dam may be convicted on bis 
own confession of being privy to both murders and being 
an accomplice in the plunder of the Tobacco boat. 
Prisoner Gungaram Mistree of being present at the 
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murder and plunder of the boat, and privity to the other 
murder on his own confession. Prisoner Surroop Mist reo 
on bks own statement of having sold the Tobacco and 
Hemp, for the possession of which he can in no way 
account. Prisoner Bungsee Chung, by the evidence of 
Bullaye Pal, and Prisoner Jugoraohuii Biswas, by the 
same eviat^nce, and that of Ranihurry Chuckerbutty, of 
being concerned in the selling. 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) J. F. G. COOKE, 

Officiatlnfi Session Judge, 

, Zilhth Dacca, 

Session Judge s Office^ 

The \st Fehruary, 1836. 


Read a letter from Officiating Session Judge of Zillah 
Dacca, dated 1st February 1836, sending his proceedings 
and those of the Magistrate, on the following trial : held 
19th, 2U<h and 25tli January 1835. 

Trial No, 2 of the Sessions for January 1836 : and 
No. 2 of ("alcndar for December 1836. 


Government Prosecutor. 


Nos. 


Verdis 


1 Soobul Dam, son 
Kamsurn Dam, aged 
3*3 years. 

3 Gungaram Misfree, son 
of Dlmni Ram, aged ^35 
years. 

3 Suroop Mistrcc, son of 
Essurdas, aged 33 years. 

4 Nubeendeo, son of Ra- 
dhakisbaudeo, aged 33 
years. 

3 fiirjmobun Biswas, son 
of Jugmohnn Biswas, 
aged 25 years. 

6 Lukeckunih Sen, son of 
Kamgopal Sen, aged 27 
years. 

7 Kamulda-s son of Hur- 
gobind Das, aged 32 
yeats. 

8 Bungsee Chung, son of . 

Doorgooram. J 


Murder by 
Thugee of 


also of 


rMacliiram Taiitee, 
< or weaver. 

# Joynauth Tantee, 

r Kalachund Manjcc. 
J R.'kmpersAud ditto, 
i Hookumelmnd. 

V Lochun. 


J 
1 


,In a boat laden with Hemp and Tobacco, also 
murder of a man, named Pabatoo, in a jul 
pulwar boat. 

Also robbery of the Hemp, Tobacco and other 
property, aiding, abetting, and being privy 
to the same<*-ieceiviug the stolen property. 
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9 Jiigmohun Biswap, bc-X 

in^ accessai^ and privy # Unascertained : in fbe month of April 
to these oftenc^, and \ 1^35 ^|,g ipj^er Junlona,^lear Binauoo^ 

wceivmg the stolen pro. ^ District of Mymensing. 
perty knowingly : two m j o 

Dhoolees are produced, y . ^ 

Vakeel of Government files liis plea. 

The prisoners plead not guilty. 

Joygohind Tan tee, or weaver, sworn: — JTynatb was my 
own brother. Mojeeram or Moocheeram I knew ; he lived 
in Payola. In last Bysakh (April) one day about dawn, 
Moojeeram came to my house with two pairs of dbotces, 
and my brother with six pairs, set out with him for Moza 
Binanec, to the house of Hookumchund, in order to^sell 
their cloths— -they never returned. After three days I and 
Lukbikanth, brother of Mojeeram, went to Hookuni’s 
house to look for them ; he said two Tantees bad been 
there with cloths three days before, but as the price 
could not be settled, they left with their cloths ; so we 
returned, but our search by the way was vain. In 
Katick, the Police ollicers brought me to their Joint 
Magistrate of Fureedpoor, to whom we made our depo- 
sition. The Dbolee No. Ill, is of the sort which my 
brother and Moji used to wear. 

liukhikunth Tantee, or weaver. Date forgot: — One day 
about dawn in Bysakh (April) my brother Mojeeram went 
with two pairs of dhotees to sell in the village of 
Benanee, at the house of Hookumchund ; he said he 
would return that day, but when three days had passed 
without his returning 1 thought that as Joynath had gone 
to search after his brother 1 would take Joygobind, and 
go and enquire of Hookum about mine : we went, &c. 
same as above. Dhotee 47 is like that kind which my 
brother made. 

Sbeo Manjee. In Jeth last, my brother Kalachund, 
with Lochun, Hookumchund and Bampershad, on a 
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panshway belonging to me, set out to Sheerajgungc to 
obtain hire or freight: there, at the Golah or warehouse 
of Stiroop Deenoo Bundoo Shah, he was engaged and took 
Salt for Khullaighat, in the District of Rungpoor* la 
Asarh (June) last, I went to the same Golah, and heard 
my brother had reached his destination with the Salt, 
and taken on board his boat to Khullaighat, Tobacco and 
Hemp, and set out on bis return to Sheerajgunge, but 
that neither he nor the boat had ever arrived : at length 
the merchant Surroop offered me another boat to go 
in search of my brother — 1 took it and went as far as the 
mot^lh of the River Tissur, but in vain ; so I came 
back to Sheerajgunge : we all thought they were lost, 
so 1 returned homo : that boat has however been reco- 
vered by the Magistrate of Furreedpore from Zillah 
Rungpore ; it is now at the ghat near the Cucherry 
(Magistrate’s Court). 

Soopul Manjee, brother of Rampershad, who was ser- 
vant with Kalachund Manjee, and accompanied him in 
Jeth last to Sheerajgunge, same as the rest, knows the 
boat produced. 

Ramjee Manjee, 7lh Jeth, Wednesday, when Kala- 
chund Manjee set out, he took deponent’s brother Hookum 
Chuud as his steersman ; rest same as above ; knows the 
boat produced to bo the one in which his brother em- 
barked. 

Musst Jymala, in Jeth (May) last, my son Lochen 
was engaged by Kalachund and taken as boatman, since 
missing. 

Ood)'chnnder Sab, Gomashta of Doenhundbo Sab, 
attached to Khillaighat in Zillah Rungpoor: Tobacco 
and Hemp 1 used to buy there and send to Sheerajgunge^ 
Kalachund came with a pass of 12th Jeth (May) last, 
and S2 maunds Salt, and reached on 25th Jeth* On the 
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26tb, 1 sent by him 52 maancls 21 seers Tobacco, and 31 
manods Hemp, which 1 put on board hi[s boat, and 
dispatched him for Sheerajgunge ; and I sent alongf with 
him Pohatoo as a pilot. He, Pohatoo, has never returned, 
nor did Kala’s boat ever reach its destination. 1 sent 
notice of the loss to the Thanneh (Police guard) at Shillit- 
gnnge. In 15 days after the despatch of the boat there 
came a letter from Sheerajgunge saying Kalachuod had 
not arrived. 

llargobind Das of Khillaighat: a general confirma- 
tion of the above new Tobacco sent, now it is old. 

Bholai Chung. The prisoners 4, 6, 7, 1, 5, 2, 8, 9, 
I knew. Early in Bliysak (April) last, Nubeendeo 
called me to bis house on intention to trade in rice, 
thence he took me to a boat: it was a 100 inaunds 
panshway, and five other men were sitting in it, none of 
whom 1 then knew. 1 asked Nubeen wbat seven men 
could do in so small a boat ; be answered Bungsee 
** Manjee has another boat, which he is gone to fetch, 
** when there will be room enough that day we remain- 
ed in tlie boat. Next evening Bungsee Manjee, Soobul- 
dam, Birjmohun and Guiigaram Mistree, came up on a 
pulwar near to our boat ; then Kumuldas left our boat, 
and called a person named Ramgobind ; night cauio on 
and we remained. Next day at dawn six men in the pulwar 
and 10 in the panshway ; at about 1 pas day, were about 
to set out, when Suroop Mistree called out, stojj^ for 

when the boat was loosened I sneezed so both boats, 
stopt, and Suroop went ashore, and brought two Tanties, 
(weavers) with several pairs of Dholees, and he said to 
Nubeendeo ** oh relative, you wanted to buy cloths, 

and 1 have brought you the men who sell them he 


* See Vocabalary—Nakee or Nukaree^ 
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replied, ** bring the men on board the boat on which 
they cani(3 in ^with the cloths* I then went to ease myself, ’ 
and Soobuldarn and Snroop Mistroe threw an ungf»ocha, 
twisted on ^Ihe necks of those two Tantecs, and threw 
them over on Iho floor, and then dipped them under 
water and held them awhile, and then let them go. 
We sot out after this t<» the north, pulled fifteen days in 
the direction of Kakconu, District of Kongpoor, whero 
we wont. Thence we went towards Sura under the hot 
Kholahooree ; in a bight wo found a boat laden with 
Tobacco and Hemp, both oar boats put-to (liigao’d) there. 
Soobuldain asked the Manjee (Commander) of the 
Tobacco boat whence he came, and ho told him he was 
coming* from Kiieilaighat and going to Sherajgunge ; on 
which Nnbeendeo said — ** our houses are at Mulb, and 
we will go to Manickgiingo thus all three boats remain- 
ed there that night, next day alt three set out together at 
noon. Nuheendeo seeing a waste chiir (sand bank) said 
to the Tobacco men oh Manjee (Commander) let us 
stop onr boals here and cook our food.*' There was a 
pilot with the Tobacco boat ; and wo all put-to at tliis 
clinr, and dined ; after dinner Nubeendoo said “ 1 have 
made a vow to the god Hurry Sote, let mo here fulfil it*'— 
call the Manjee and his boat men that they may assist ; 
so he put a mat (carpet) before the first boat, and when 
the four sailors and the Captain of the Tobacco boat 
came, Soobiil said — Do you 1 pray sing the song of 
Hurry Sote.” They had sung one and were beginning 
another, when Nuheendeo said — Now Hurry, give us 
our plunder,” on which Birjraohun and Surroop Mistree, 
and Soobuldam, and Kumuldas, and Lukhikuuth Sen, 
these five men leapt on the throats of the four men of the 
Tobacco boat, and on that of the pilot, twisted antfoochas 
and threw them flat on the sand ; others seized them at 

3 I 
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the siime time, after which they punched them to death 
with fists and elbows, and sunk the bodies^, in the water. 
I, llmngobind and Soohuldam were put on boafd the 
Tobacco boat, and then all three boats started and went 
on together till evening, when we* stopt. At night the 
Tobacco and Hemp was changed into our punsbway and 
pulwar, and Soobul struck the Tobacco boat with a 
hatchet, made a hole and sunk it ; next day we set out and 
came in five days to Kisheopoor and fixed the boat. 
Thence Suroop went to Manickgunge to ascertain the 
demand in the bazar for Tobacco ; thence he came back 
saying the bazar was empty, because of a disturbance. 
Then Suroop put the Hemp in the punshway and took it 
home to his house. I, Soobul, Birjmohun and Kumul 
brought on the Tobacco and the rest went to their homes : 
we came to Manickgunge and gave the Tobacco to Bnllai 
Sah, to sell for us ; next day I went away, and in fifteen 
days returned and saw that the boat was still there. 
Suroop told me that 10 Kupees worth of Tobacco bad 
been sold — oflfipred me 1 Rupee which 1 declined and 
went home. After which Redum Sing and Punoupeera- 
manik brought me to the Joint Magistrate, to whom on 
two days I told all that I knew. 

Kishenmohuii alias Ramgobiiid Chung, of Kanikola, 
Pergunnah Chundpertab, aged 22 , ploughman : 1 knew 
the prisoners. Freciuenting the fair of Manickgunge I 
became acquainted with Gungaram Mistree. Last 
Sysakh he came to me in a field where 1 was plough- 
ing and asked me to go on a trading boat. I declined 
at that time : he returned iu six or seven days bring-** . 
ing this 2 very Kumul Das who asked me if I had 
spoken with any person about going on a boat. I 
said-^“ yes, with Gungaram ; will you go ?” I said— “ I 
am poor;'’ on which he gave me 1^ rupee^ wliich 1 
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left with my family and went to the house of Kumiil^ 
das and r^maiaed there four days : after which at 
the river Jumonaat the market of Balia Chuiidra, there 
was the boj^t of Kuniuldas of the class holom ; I went with 
him, saw Suroop, (iiingaramand Lukhikimth in the boat: 
at pas watch of the day a pulwar came, in which were 
Soobuldam, Birjinohun, Nubcendeo, Bung*sceand Bholae 
Chung and was fastened near ours. Then two Tanloos 
with cloths under their arms came from the north towards 
the south along the river bank. Surroop called them on 
board the pulwar, after which I did not see those two men 
leave the boat : 1 heard from Bholae that Siiroop and 
Soobul and others bad killed these two men and sunk the 
bodies. That day we set sail on both boats and reached 
in fifteen days the Ilatbooree; remained there two or three 
days and then set out. Under a hiit in a bight wo 
found a boat laden with Tobacco and Hemp. Nubeendeo 
asked the men whither they were going — Manjee said 
the boat is come from Kliillaigunge and will go to 
Slierajgungc,’* on which Nubeen and the rest replied 
we also sliall go in that direction, come, let us go 
together” — so that boat came along with ours for one day 
to Surarez; all three boats put to at a chur ; all cooked 
and fed. Nubeen said — “ I have a vow to Ilurroe, let me 
fulfil it;” so all sat on the cliur(sand bank) and those four 
men of the Tobacco boat, and one pilot with them, came 
and sat on a mat and sung songs to Hurry Sole ; on this 
Nubeendeo, Surroop Mistree, Lukhikuntb, Kamuldas, 
Birjmohun, Gungaram and Bungsee, twisted ungooebas 
on the throats of these five men, threw them down, 
killed them and threw them into the water. Then 
we set out, the three boats together, and came towards 
; at night Soobul and the rest changed the pro- 
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perfy into their own boats, and Surroop and Nubecn cnt 
a iiolo in the Tobacco boat with an axe and s^iink it, next 
dawn our boat departed, in five or six days we gbl to 
Manickgunge, whence I fled. 

Brilram Taipal, inhabitant of Maheshpore, of Manick- 
gunge, points out prisoner Surroop and names hm, points 
out eight or nine but does not name them. I have seen 
them in Manickgungc, they brought to me in that gunge 
cm IHh or 10th Asarh last, and sold Tobacco and Hemp — 
38 to 3f) maunds Tobacco, 9 to 10 maiinds ITemp. Suroop 
called himself a trader, begot the price; it is entered 
in iny account book, iTugonath Sab is the principal, J am 
bis Gomashta, his shop is in Elliotgungeof Manickgmige. 
Kozuameh and Khota books examined from 9th Asarh to 
20th, credit rupees tiO — 13 —10 Tobacco and Hemp from 
Surroop, and debit the same. 

Ramhurree Soma, of Manickgunge, names Soroop and 
points him out, also Jugmohun Biswas 9th Asarh last; 
these two men and a third who is absent, at Manickgunge 
went to the shop of Peynal and sold about 14 maunds 
some seers Tobacco ; ou the lllh Asarh 1 maund 
Tobacco, and 17th Asarh sold 24 maunds Tobacco and 
9J maunds Hemp— Surroop sold, I was broker. 

Kovul. When this man Soobul was taken to the 
Thaneh Manickgunge I saw him, viz, this Soobuldam and 
the Dhoteo before him (3 rupees each), which he called 
his own. 

Baboojba. Same as Uie above Kevul — this No. 47 is 
the Dhotee. 

Byjnatb Mistree. Surroop is my own brother. In the 
end of last leth (May) he set out from home, saying that 
he was going to Manickgunge, and he came home about 6tb 
or 7th Asarh (June) in Bhadoon— he again went out as far 
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as file north, and retarned in Assin (Septoniber)~this is 
all I know : Jie brought in Asin a bundle of Tobacco. In 
Asiu* I brought three rupees as a loan from Oodysah, 
prior to Dt^ssehra. 

Musst. Lukhee, wife of Siiroop : to same purport of 
absence. 

Gopi Mistree. Gongaram is my brotlier. In Asin 
he (Gunga,) took his implements as to work ; he roturned 
in Chyl, but the month’s name is ‘iiot well recollected 
by me. 

Radbakishen Dill. Birjmohun I know — ho goes from 
home ostensibly to trade in grain. T cannot say where, 
nor on whose boat. In Bysakb (April) last be set out, and 
returned in Asarh (June.) 

Lukhen Gob knows liirjmohen and Jugmohen'-— same 
purport of the occasional absence of Birj. Jiiginohen. 

Jugmohen Buruseriua knows No. 2 only ; wo live in 
same bustee; his deposition in the Mofussil was taken 
before me, by the Mohurrir and Nazir ; he confessed 
being taken by Suroop to the ghat of Bcnani, put on board 
a boat and taken to a place near to Ghopa, Next day two 
Tantees were brought into the boat under pretence of 
buying cloths, &c., and then he told of the Tobacco boat 
with four men and a pilot, and the murder and destruction 
of the boat ; from his homd some old cloths, a new fine 
DLoloe, and Tobacco two seers, found in my presence, 
this clulh No. 111. 

Pngiiolee Chung, Cbokeedar, knows No. 2 Gungaram ; 
tells of search same as the above. 

Confession of Gungaram Mistree No. 2, in the MofussiK 
ray own hand I have killed no person ; on board the 
bor.t where the two Tantees and five Mullas were killed, I 
was a boatman. In the beginning of Bysakh last, Surroop 
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(*}} my relative^ camo to my honse and look me off to 
repair a boat ; we went near to the village of^Binanee on 
the river Jumona ; I saw at that ghat a pulwar boat, ' and 
in it were Nabeen Sircar, Birjmohen Biswas, and his 
wife's brother and Bhola Chung. Kishenmohuii Chung, 
Soobuldam, land Suroop, when two gburries day were 
left, got on board that boat and remained there that night; 
next day at about 1 pas day (9 a. m.) the boat moved, but 
high wind, so at 14 pas day put to at Bhataghat Binaneo, 
near Khoonecpava, on the banks of the river Jumona, and 
rcinixincd there that day ; next day ; at 1 pas 9 A. M. two 
Tanlees (weavers) one of whom had bundle of cloths, 
came along the bank from the north towards Binanee, going 
south towards Uowlutporc : Niihccit went ashore from 
the boat and called these two Tanteos, who saidihey had 
been trying to sell in vain, and were taking their cloths 
home. Nubeen and the others offered to buy and called 
them into the boat. These two Tantees went into the 
bout with their cloths, after which Surroop said to me 
“ do you go ashore.” 1 did so about three begas distant. 
1 sat down, and on returning to the boat two gburries 
after, one of the party called me on board the boat, I 
embarked ; saw some new Dhotees, but not the Tantees, 
(weavers) asked how and why. Surroop and Nabeen repli- 
ed it was no concern of mine, they would take the cloths 

to and sell them there, for they had bought them. The 

boat was loosened. I asked where they were going, they 
said we always go to Kakeena and sell cloths, and 
thither we will now go; if you will not go with us 
remain you at Serajgunge and work.” In three days 
we got to Serajgunge where we stopt, and remained at 
Kakeena and about that part for a month, and then went 
on towards Surarez; on the way coming wo foand a 
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paiichway with five sailors in it, laden with Hemp and 
Tobacco : asked whither they said to Sorajgungo ; 

Nu been said we too are going thither, let us go to- 
gether,** so the boats joined, and went down the stream ; 
on this all the men on our boat began to speak 4n slant/ 
terms, and used signs, wliicli 1 could not comprehend, 
but as they wanted to kill the Tobacco inon I remonstrat- 
ed : they said “ we always do thus, and so we support 
ourselves, be at your ease.*' In Jelh, (May) date 
forgot, at about pas day on the border of the river, 
both boats put to at a chur or sand bank, cooked and 
din^d ; then Soobul, Bhola, Kisheninoliun, Surroop 
and Birjmohnn cast on the throats of the five men of 
the Tobacco boat, ungoochas, threw them down, and 
closed their 1)reath, and killed them, and throw tho 
five bodies into tho river. Nubeon and Soobul and 
Suroop went on board the Tobacco boat; rest remained 
on our own boat; both boats set out together, pulled for 
2 pas (G hours), came to a village and put too the boats, 
and passed the night there, and took out all the Tobacco, 
Hemp, a Lola, and some other things to our own boat, 
and sunk that Tobacco boat some how or other. That 
night we moved on to Serajgiiiige, came near Binanee, 
and put up. They put me ashore to go home by land, the 
others took the boat and went to Manickgunge. They 
promised to give me something after selling the property 
in Manickgunge ; fifteen days after Surroop came and 
said they had sold all to Jugnath Sah, did not tell Low 
much, but he gave me two rupees, lie had before given 
me this new Dhotee which I deemed belonged to the two 
Tiuitees. As he did not tell me the price I went in the 
middle of Asarh to Manickgunge and asked Jugnath what 
he had paid, i. e. I asked ofhis Gomashta, be refused to 
tell me. While 1 was sitting down I could see the two 
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Taiitees taken into the boat, but 1 never saw them come 
out a^ain, hence I suppose they were murdered. 

Ramjce llae, witness 
deposition ofGangaram and 
of Surroop in the Joint Ma- 
gistrate’s Court, 

Ruheemoodecen to goo- 

Sheikh .Bechoo to deposi- 
tion of Soohuldani before 
Joint Magistrate, 

Gungarani — ''I have killed no person with my own 
hand: on the boat where they killed the two Tantccs, 
I, in Bysakh last, was engaged as a boatman : date forgot; 
early in the month, Surroop came to my house, look me 
to repair a boat on the Juinona Ghaut. There, in a pul- 
war boat, I found Nubeeii Sircar, Birjmoimn, Bhola Chung, 
Kishemnohuii, and Soobuldain ; 1 went on board the boat 
and remained that day ; next day at dawn we let go the 
boat and set out, but there was a high wind, so we stopt 
near Binanee under the Chatie near Kbooneepani ; next 
day at I pas f) a, m. two Taniecs (weavers) passed with 
cloths near our boat, when Nubeen called from the boat 
to them, pretending that he wanted to buy cloths ; both 
Tantoes came on board the boat with their cloths. 
Nubeen sent me ashore, I went a little distance, eased 
myself, returned in two ghurries, did not see the Tanteos 
but Surroop and others whom 1 asked about the Tantees 
said, *’ it was no business ef mine, we have bought the 
** cloths and will sell them to the north.” Boat was 
then loosened aiivl we set out north towards Seraj- 
gunge. 1 saw the new Dboties on the boat and became 
auspicious, as I had never seen the Tantees leave the 


burs, and the above 
depositions before ditto, 


^ ^ ^ V UlUIll.Ctl Jf , LIVIUI 

j attest those confessions* 
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boat, and therefore feared they had been murdered. 
The boat di/jl not go to Serajgunge but north to Kakeeua 
and other places for a month, during which no business 
was done.. In Jelh we all set out on our return home- 
wards ; by the way we came to a punsbway with five men, 
in which were Tobacco and Hemp. We wont to them and 
entered into conversation ; they said they were to 

Sorajgange ; Nubeen and others said they were going to 
the same place, so our boats went on together ; and at 
i past 10 o’clock put to in a chur (sand bank) . of tho river 
Nibusta, above Serajg'itige, cooked and dined. I cam;? oa 
board and saw our people' make strange speeches and signs 
to ein h other while the Tobiicco-nien were ealiiig wiiU 
their backs tf)\vards us. 1 said to xVabeea and Surroop, 
“ doiildu such a thing;” They answercMl ** weal! along do 
this W'oik tliey tlireatened me. I went inside the thup- 
pur (awning) — Soohuidumy Bhota C/iunf/, Kisitcnmo/tuii 
ChitHf/y Sttroo}} and liujmohun, those live men strangled 
tho live boatmen, going behind them while tliey were eat- 
ing, and putting ungoochas on tlicir nocks, throwing them 
Hat on their faces and drawing tho cloths tight with both 
bands ; kept them on the groiuui for about une glivirry. 
AV'hcn tbeir breath was stopped those five mens’ bodies 
were dragged to the swift water and then let go, wheu 
they floated down the stream. Then Suroop, Nubeen 
aud Soobul went iuto the Tobacco boat and became 
Manje;^ and Mullas of it; on our pulwar, I, Birjmo- 
hull, Kisheumohuri, and Bhula Chung remained to work. 
Then both boats pulled together for 2 pas (G hours) and 
stopt some where ; at dusk the Tobacco and Heinp 
were brought into pur boat and the other boat was 
sunk. Next day we sot out again, and in five or seven 
days^ot the boat near to the village of Niboiiee, where I 
left the boat; Suroop then gave me a new dbotee which 
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had been taken from the Tantees, and promised me a part 
of the proceeds when the Tobacco was sold.^ They took 
the boat to Mauickgunge and in fifteen days came borne, 
when Surroop gave me two rupees ; after four clays I beard 
the things had been sold to Jugnath Sab, vSo I went to 
his agent to arscertaiu the price, but he declined telling, 
I have been to no other place since with them : cannot 
tell if thf^y have. I was captured, so I have ctmfessed ; 
4 bundles and 2 ebatfcas were left with me by Surroop in 
Asiti; the Kufora be gave to iny sou six years ago. I 
never before went any whore with him ; prisoner admits 
his Mofiissil deposition. AVhon the murder was dpne, 
i. e. Iiandkerchiofs applied, Nuheon was on hoard the 
boat, hut he went to help to drag the bodies to the water. 
We wore in all seven men, look the Tobacco and sold it 
at Manickgunge, Nubeendeo he recognizes. 

Confession by Surroop to the Magistrate. I have 
kilted no person. T went on no boat ; cannot say why 
Soobul and Guuga ]\Iistroe take my name. Then of 
himself he stales, ‘^Tn Asarh, (June) Giiaga Mistreo 
came to my house and said we have brought some 
Tobacco and Hemp, do you take it to Maiiickgunge and 
scdl, and I will pay you.^’ I came to tlio ghat and saw 
these articles in a pulwar, on which were Soobuldam, 
Bholu Chung, Kishenmohun, Birjmohun, and Bungsee 
Chung, They said “ we cannot ourselves sell it, do you 
come and sell our things for us.” So I went on board that 
boat, Gungaram and Birjmoliuu went ashore we took 
the boat to Manickgiinge and sold the articles to Jugnath 
Sah ; I forget the amount, hut Jugmohun Biswas took 
the whole and gave IJ rupee. They would have given 
me a red chatta but 1 would not accept it, so Gungaram 
took it. That ebatta was above my means ; I cannot 
write, I denied all these things in the Mufussil because 
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Sdobul had terrifiod me ; they said they Lad brought the 
thiu^s fi'oin^hc north, yet they did not trade in Tobacco ; 
points out Bii'jmohun : and it was bis father Jugmohud 
who came «to Mariickgungo after us, and managed tlio 
sale and accounts of Tobacco. 

Confession of Soobiildain, alias Gungapersliaud. Ou 
2d Bysakh last, I and Bholanatli, Chung Mirlenjoi, 
Chung Dliuuininj, Cliung Radhanatli, Sircar, alias Sur- 
roop Cliuiig, Gokiil Chung, Choorainoni, Lalehuud, 
Cliung Jagiiiit Chung, Goliick Ciiung, Kistmohuu 
Chung, alias Riungobind, Chntani Chung, Eungsoe 
Ch'fttg, ulias Biillfec, Surrtkip ilistrcc, Gungaram 
Aiislree, Biijinobun Cisnas, IjiihiktiLilii Son, Kevuhia.s, 
Nubocudeo, Slirtlioo C^hnng, FukoercbiiD Chung and 
Gonnohun Cluing. Wc, oa two boats, puttecla and 
a pulwar, went from Jiimonoe anti Briinbotcr and 
Tistoe to Kakceaa, iu the district of Iliingpoor ; f 
was on the pulivar, the Maiijee of which was Biingseo 
Nundee; he had said rice should be buuglil and ail share 
in the profits of the sale. There we lugao’d the two boats 
at Kukeciia, but got no goods ; in the beginning of Jelh 
we set out and on the low groiiod of a ebur (^nd bank) 
in the aflenioon we stopl the boat ; next day at 10 A. M., 
there came a boat from the direction of Binajpoor, in 
wliich there was Tobacco ; our three boats followed it, 
and in Bhatee of Ilalkholapoory, all the boats lugao’d 
together : the Tobacco men in rejily to our question said 
they had brought Tobacco from Dinajpoor fora merchant 
and were going to Kakoniuree ; next day the maficks of 
our three boats, viz. Uadanalb, alias Surroop Chung, 
Nubcendoo, and Alirtboo Chungj met and consulted, and 
when the traders boat set out, our pulwar of Btnnoo 
Maryee set out also ; our other two bouts remained at a 
distance following in rear; at pas day the pulwar aiyi 
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Tobacco boat lugaod (put to) at a cbur. We went ashore 
and cooked, but the traders’ men cooked and fed on their 
own boat. Then I and Gungaram went on the clmr to 
gel fire-wood ; in fi^ur gbnrries, or perhaps 1 pas, we re- 
turned to our boat but did not see the traders’ men on 
their boat ; our inen Nuhaejtdeo, UadJianath md Mirtoo 
Cheng, who were our boats* maliks (masters) sai<l, 
“ loosen the Tobacco boat and bring it near ours,” We 
all did so. When tw'o ghiirries of the day were left we 
took all the Tobacco, Hemp, lota, planks, tusla, and 
Kutono from llie Tobacco boat, put them into our pulwar, 
and sank liic Tobacco bout. Then we set out with our boat, 
and shortly our other two boats came up and joined us ; 
they said “ sell the Tobacco at Manickgunge, and we will 
in a few days bring rice or dal, or whatever wc get so we 
look our boat with J’oliacco to Manickgunge. lladhanatb, 
Surroop, Kishenmohun, Bungsee Nundoe and Bholonath 
Chung, remained in the pulwar to sell the Tobacco ; two 
men were sent homewards ; that Tobacco was sold for IJ 
per raaiiud to Bub am Tantee Muhojun ; we got 48 rupees, 
and the Hemp was sold for 5 rupees lo a Beoparee ; 
SuiToop and the other men divided the amount and gave 
me two rupees ; I remained at home, lliey at Manickgunge* 
A bon! the end of Jclli, llauhanatli Mirtunjoe, Kadanatb 
and Chedam liired my boat and went to trade; I don’t 
knovf wlierc ; 1 doiit know whom else they took. When 
we were going to tlie north our boat put up at the plain 
of Balahat Bubua, at about 14 pas distance, on the right 
hank of Juinona river; thereat about 14 ghurries day 
came two Juluhas (weavers) ^Hlh several pairs of new 
cloths ; they were travelling by ismd towards the south. 
On this Suroop Mistree and Radhanatb Sircar, ou pretext 
of Vvisbing to buy clotlis, called them to the boat, and^sent 
ryeu ashore to buy vegetables ; in two ghurries when I 
rcUirucd with the vegetables, 1 did not see the boat, but 
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in a moment after I saw it being towed up the stream ; 
they tfdd tne in reply to my enquiry, that the boat had 
slid awny and lliey wore bringing it up. I got on the 
boat ond sow a bundle of new cloths ; in reply to my 
question they told irio they !iad brought these cloths from 
the two weavers, who had taken the rupees and gone. 
There were seven pairs of plain Dliotces, one Zenana 
Saree with u red border, all tied in a Settrinjec ; also there 
was a blanket, fn the Tobacco boat tlTore were one Man jee 
and four boatmen. I cannot say what became of Ibein 
whether beaten, or killed, or thrown overboard. Nor do 
1 .su]ipo.se the cloths were purcliased, or that the weavers 
met with any other fate. I gi»t a dhotee which Las 
been brought into Court. Tlio boat seized in Manick* 
gunge (by the police) is mine ; I let it to Radhanath. 
AVhen leaving two boats boliind, our pulwar followed the 
Tobacco boat ; there were on the pulwar, I, Rad/ianafJi, 
Jiho/anai/t CInf/tff, Mirfenjoi Chinitj, Nabcendeo, Snrroop' 
(hutffarain Mitilree, MirtJioo Cfimuf, Bungsee 
Nuftfb'fi, and J\hh<inm(dnin Chwnff, This prisoner Sur- 
roop Misireo gave me tire dliotce. 

1. iSoohnldauj prisoner in his defence denies having 
gone with Nulioen to the north ; denies killing, robbing 
and confessing; states that after he was taken to the 
Thanah of Knmaloo, the Naib Nazir and others by pro- 
mise of money and service induced him to say yes, yes, to 
wliatever they asked ; one of the boats is his, and he has 
witnesses to ciiuracter. 

2. Gungaram prisoner’s defence. Snrroop Mistree, 
Kisheumohim and Bliolai Chung sold the Tobacco in 
Manickgnnge. 

3. Surroop Mistree. 1 make and repair boats ; Gunga- 
ram n^.v relative brought the Tobacco and gave it me to 
sell, which I did at Manickgunge ; I have killed nev 
person ; witnesses to character. 
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4. Nubecadeo piisoner; total denial; witnesses to 

character. * 

5. Birjmoliim Biswas, total ami simpk denial. I cannot 
tell whence iny father got the Tobacco whi^:h he sold ; 
witnesses to alibi. 

G. Lukhiknnth Sen, prisoner. In Poos and Magh, I, 
wilh Koshichund and Oodichund Anieeii, wrote the To- 
bacco papers ; on the 1st of Phagoon I went to Fiirrced- 
poor, about the case of llatu Ilutun Ghose, remained five 
days about the Court, got a copy of the Roobucary, and 
gave it to llam Ilutun, after which I remained at homo 
till the end of Pliagoon ; 7th or 8th Chyte I went to 
pay the fine of Ram Rufun and remained three days at 
the station, hut the fine money was refused us 1 had no 
moktar papers ; all Cliyt I was at home. On the 2d 
liysakh there was an attarJiinent on the house of Rain 
Ilutun, which took me to Thaiuioh Jofiirgu:»ge ; on the 
4th or 5tli of the month I went home and remained there ; 
on the 2i>(h the motiiei* of Ram Rutun died ; T, with 
Koshichund and Oodichnnd, did the ceremonies ; 5ih Jeth 
was t!ie feast of the 10th day of the funeral; 23th Jeth 
the S radii ,* Bhyroo Chukerhutty and Goluk Bose, wit- 
nesses ; also Mnngloo Burkiiiidaz. 

7. Kevuldas. i came home, after 9 years, in Pliagoon 
last; in Bysakli my elder brother died, his Sradb was in 
Jeth ; after which I was ready to return lo Moorshedahad, 
but my mother kept me and I remained at home. 

8. Bungsee Chung, prisoner, denies, is wrongly accus- 
ed ; witnesses to character. 

9. Jugmohun Biswas denies the going with Surroop 
and selling Tobacco at Matiickgunge. 

Sudaram Sen witness for No. 1 ; 7 years ago prisoner 
left oar Mowza, remained a year elsewhere ; I know not 
«liow he lives. 

Gource ditto ditto lluglionath for 1 ditto. 
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Saljcliund for No. 9, who was living as a carpenter. 

Ilamjoe \fanjee for No, 2, tlu? same story. 

ITailoo Maiijoe for No. 8, dilfo. 

Fiittee.t^huiid for No. 3, who has two ploughs and some 
land. 

llurran Kurmkar for So. 4, who has a plough ; I thought 
him a decent man ti!! j.'ow taken up. 

Siuloe Joolahec^ weaver, for ditfo, hut every two or 
three months he is absent in fore/gn parts — what does 
he there ? ’ 

Rajkishendeo for 5 and 9 : from Dysakli to Asar!), 
wIk^w I went to their houses, they were at homo ; and 
No. 9 is Putwaree. of Vcdoil : and for 4 or 5 or 8 days I 
met them and not always at homo : and the Ba/ar 
Manickgunge is only or 2 pas distance from their 
house. 

Nidhen for 5 and f): from Bysakli to Asarh where 
they wore is unknown to me : hut in Magh No. 9 tolJ 
me that his son 5 was one trading in corn. 

Jykisheii Kur for 5 and 9: I can't say wliere they 
were from Bysakh to Asarh, but once only and at tho 
end of Jetb 1 met Birjniobini, hut iif^t 9, 

Oodiclmnd for 0. 1 saw him at home from Jeth to the 

end of Bysakli ; end of Jetli I was away, but came home 
in 6 days, saw him in Asarh also, used to see him after 
4, 10, 12 days intervals : at the Sradli I ale too. I was 
servant of Ram Ruluu, and therefore knew prisoner who 
used to oome there too. 

Kashinath Chung for G : The same as the above 
Oody. 

Nimai Chokeedar for 0 : I don’t know where the 
■prisoner was from Bysakh to Asarh, and did go occasion- 
ally to his house in that interval, but I did not see bim. 

Roshen Khan witness for 7 : Can’t say where he wafi 
from PhagooQ to Ughan, never saw him in that time. 
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Bhowrut Ghose fur 7 : In Bysakli when body of 
Ilamu hi3 brother burnt, and in Jeth he at Sradh. 

Bamjoe Mnndel for 8. I did not know him before : 
ill Sawuii last he came to his wife’s brother Kashinath, 
with M pulwar of 1(50 inaunds, and repaired the boat for 
15 days, then 1 met him, that’s all I kri.)\v. 

Ramgnddec Chung No. 8, same as this last witness. 

Futwa of the Law ofiicer, JVIoolveo Siiadut Allee, of 
Dacca, describes tile details, fixes on Surroop and 
Soobul as the actual slayers of the two Tantees ; Soohul, 
Stfrroop, Nnhem, BhjmohitH, Lukhikunth, &c. as slayers 
of the five Mullahs, and Jiigmohnn managed (he sale at 
Maiiickgungc, also admission of Gnngaram \vi1 masses 
to the sale, so the crime of ro!)ht*ry and murder, and 
of accomplices and privity therein proved against 
Soobul, 1 (o 8, and the crime of privity and selling 
against f), proved on violent presumption, hence liable 
to Akoobut. 

2'Jinl rebruary IS^iG. Futwa of the Cazee*ool-Cazat, 
Nizamnt Adawlut. Gungaram’s confession of being the 
companion of robbers of the Tantees and Mullahs, and 
Ills seeing llie murders of these last by those robbers, 
and his getting cloth and cash from them. 

Sooburs confession to Magistrate as to companionship 
as above, save seeing the crime : these are .thus convicted 
of being companions of robbers and privity to it. 

And by the general purport of the depositions and of 
Suroop Mistree to Magistrate, the strong suspicion of 
his being an accomplice in theso robberies and murders, 
and also Gunga, Soobul, Nubcen, Liijmohun, Lukhi- 
kuntli Sen, Kumuldas, and Bangsee Chung. 

Hence these eight men tire liable to Akoobut in pro- 
portion of their offence, amount to be fi.xed by tlie Rulers ; 
tciiine of privity and of knowingly receiving and selling 
the property is not fixed upon J ugmobuu, i. e. his 
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knowledge of it is not established, though he is proved to 
have sold it-j-he is acquitted. 

N! B.— On the 4th November 1835, the Magistrate 
applied forjeave to hold the investigation and coiniiiit to 
the Session Judge of Zillali Dacca.— -On the I2th, permis- 
sion of the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut was granted. 

Bhohi and Kishen Mohiin made approvers— Regn. 
X, 1834. 

RoobuJearee from the Junrjle Mahals, 18/ A October, 1831. 

ITie undermentioned men,* it has been ascertained, 
were abstmt from their hom^s from Bysak of this year. 


NamcJt of Thuffs. 

1 Slioikh Amoeu* 

Sheikh KukIi 
Slicikii Kurcom 
Sheikh Yarof* 

5 Sheikh Luttoo 
Sheikh Khuttoo 
Sheikh Lai 
Sheikh iliisool 
Sheikh Jaiinoo 
]0 Jauit Allec 
Sheikh Af/ul 

]\]onuii alias Mr«la Bowrre 
lleera Chiind Purina Brah- 
min 

Bhowanec ditto ditto 
15 Ju<;iirnatli ditto ditto 
Sheikh Ameer 

Sheikh Sedoo ^ 

Hingun alias Heera 
Sheikh Moliobiit alias Mohun 
brother of Ameer 
20 ^ Sheikh Omed alias Anoobo- 
■deen 

Cbitoo Bovree 

3 L 


NamtiM of Thufft. 

Shcikli Luttoo 
Sheikh Bur dee 
Sheikh Husimoo 
25 Sheikh Khodoo 
Beram Oodceii 
Sheikh Itfomon 
Sheikh Motee 
Sheikh Mnngnn 
30 Sheikh Buslec 

Siieikh NiiMiou alias NiiOur 
Sheikh Suhadut alias Sudoo 
Naen Bowree 
Saning Boivrce 
35 Sheikh Oodecn 
Shreenatb Tewaree 
Caoorooehiirn Chohdar 
Sheikh Gholam 
Sheikh NufTiir 
40 Furjund Khan 
Bbola Khan 
Shcikli Rusoo 
Sheikh Atiiind 
Sheikh My an ^ 

45 Haca Bhonch 
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and after Gve or six months returned in arrest with 
valuable property ; and from the deposition of one of 
them, Myda alias Monna Bowlee, it appears that in 
Asar 1236 Fnslee, Sheikh Sardoo, Sheikh Beja^ Sheikh 
Bushulc and other Thugs of Naraenpoor, took him as a 
porter on a Thug expedition; that they murdered two men 
at Cuttack, four at Jugurnath ; and on their return two 
men at Balcsur, three at Jalesnr, at Khurruckpoor four 
men, at Salbee three men, and |it Beteea three men (in 
all twenty-one) by strangling them and cutting their 
throats, and that they took their property from them. 
That in Augun in the same year, they took the road to 
Bhagulpoor, and in the sainp manner murdered a great 
many people, in that and the Monghyr district, and took 
their properly, and six or seven months after came back 
with much booty. 

The year after this in Asar last year, they, he states, 
gave the deponent two rupees, and invited him to accom- 
pany them as a porter, and on his declining they heat him 
severely, and the statement of tins man is conBrined in 
some degree by the depositions of three others of the 
party. Junoo Bowlee, Suroop Bowlee, Naon Bowlee, 
and all the people in the neighbourhood of Naraeopoor, 
know that these men are Phansigars and robbers, that 
the village of Naraenpore is inhabited exclusively by 
robbers and murderers, and that these mens’ ancestors 
have fur many generations followed these trades, that 
they go out on what they call their Sufur, and return with 
a great deal of wealth obtained by robbery and murder. 

Ordered that a copy of this Roobukaree be sent to 
the Magistrates of Cuttack, Midnapoor, and Bhagulpoor, 
to ascertain whether the bodies of the murdered, or any 
other signs of their crimes have been found within their 
jarisdiction. , * 

(Signed) II. P. RUSSELL, Magistrate^ 
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Roohuharee from Cuttack^ 26/A October ^ 1831* 

Ii> reply to a Roobukarce from the Jungle Mahals of 
the 18th October 1831, it is directed that the Magistrate 
be requested to ascertain and communicate the mode in 
which the men are stated to have been murdered, the 
precise place of murdering and burying, and the des- 
cription of property recovered. 

(Signed), H. RtCKETTS. 

Magistrate. 


Ro^uharee from the Jungle Mahals, 25(h Nov. 1831. 

In reply to the above, it is stated that Myda deposes 
that the prisoners assoouite with travellers, in their 
confidence and attachment, and when they find an oppor- 
tunity, strangle them with their handkerchiefs ; and if 
they cennot do tliis conveniently i4iey slab them, or cut 
their throats. He slates that the two men were murdered 
on the north bank of the river, half a cose from the 
town, and their bodies left exposed in a thin jungle, and 
property of ail kinds have been found upon the prisoners. 

(Signed) IL P. RUSSELL. 


Deposition ofNaraen alias Myda Bowlee, son ofDomun, 
l5iA June 1831, aged 30 years. 

1 and Monna are porters of Naraenpoor, in the service 
of Sheikh Sadoo, Sheikh Sookha and Sheikh Roshuk* 
and in Asar last year, we accompanied them to Jugur- 
natb, and returned home in Augun. They kill men, and 
wei^t out on an expedition to kill them ; but invited'us 
to go and worship at Jugurnath, and carry their bundles 
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for them ; they at Cuttack killc<l two men, four at Jugur- 
nath, and on their return at Balmecr two nier^, at Jugncer 
three men, at Kbiirruckpoor four men, at Salbolee three 
men, and at Nibta three men, in all twenty;one. We 
returned in Sawun or Bhadoon, and in Auguu following 
the gang consisting of the undermentioned men,’* again 
set out. 

I went with them again as a porter, and on the roads 
to Rajmahal and Bfiagulpoor, ^we killed a great many 
people, and got a great deal of property, and returned 
home in Asar. In Aiigun following they gave me three 
rupees, and asked me to gti out again with them, b<U I 
refused as my family did not get subsistence ; they beat 
me a good deal for not consenting to go with them. 

All the above named went towards Mogulpoor, and 
with them Sartopc Bowlee, and Yaniecn Bowlee. Of 
the gang five returned six days ago, and the rest will 
soon be back. Three days ago my sister told mo, that 
five of the Naraenpoor men bad come back, having killed 
seven travellers on the road; they were I heard murdered 
near Kopgunje. I have seen them strangle men with 
a ciuilk thrown round the neck and pulled tight with 
both hands, and if they cannot be despatched in that 
way, they cut their throats with knives, and they throw 
their bodies into rivers and nalahs. 

All the above men were on the expedition on which 
1 accompanied them, and the same parties go out every 
year. They do not start together, but either singly, or 
in small parties at ibtervals of a few days. On the road 
they go on in parties of four and five, a cose or two from 
each other, but following in the same direction. 1 have, 
been on two expeditions with them ; I got from them 

t 

Sec names of Tbogs after Roobukaree dated ISlli October, 1B31. 
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after our return from the expedition to Cuttuck^ a lotah, 
a rupee an^ a piece of cloth. From the Blmgulpoor 
expedition, I got eight annas in pice, one lotah and two 
pieces of qloth. Sheikh Sookha afterwards took from me 
the two lotahs and gave me in lieu four annas in pice. 

They go on with the travellers for two or three days, 
and win their confidence, and seize the opportunity of 
strangling them, as they are drinking, or in any way off 
their guard, and they seize them j>o suddenly, that they 
are unable to call out. I have seen the following stran- 
gle men : — 

Sookha, Ameen, Rasoo, and Mnnbode. 

They all strangle in turn, and when they strangle they 
always go a stage from the place, before the rest. They 
kill people on the banks of rivers generally, and 
throw their bodies into the said rivers; but sometimes 
they kill them in jungles, and leave the bodies exposed. 
Tiioy arc now on their road towards Kajmalial, where 
they frequently stay for several moiitbs together. Jamoo 
and fiustee reside at Gora Mokdehce, the rest all at 
Naraonpoor. When we returned from Bhagulpoor we 
came in boats as far as Emambara, where a writer resides 
in bis house under a tree who feasted the whole party. 
This writer accompanies the gang on their expeditious, 
and is their chief. Thence we returned to our homes. 

Deposition of the same, 15lh November, 1831. 

To the north of Cuttack, one cose on a plain, they 
killed the two men ; but what they did with the bodies I 
know not, nor do I know what were their caste ; it was 
mid-day. At J ugurnath, on a plain three quarters of a 
cose north, the four men were killed and buried under 
a Peepul tree. At Balasore, to the north half a cose on 
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tlio bank of a river, the two men were killed in the even- 
ing and their bodies were thrown into the bqshes. The 
three men left Julasur with the gang, after the tijird 
watch of the night, and at the distance of two dawks they 
were killed on the plain, and their bodies left in the jun- 
gle, From Kuruckpoor to the north of the plain the four 
men were killed, and not far from that place, and from 
Salbee to the north on the plain in the jangle the three 
men were killed, and* their bodies were left iii the jungle ; 
they were killed in the morning. From Beteea, a cose 
to the north, the other throe were killed. They were all 
strangled with pieces of cloth. * 

Roohuharee from C attach^ December^ 1831. 

After the receipt of the above Roobnkaree from the 
Jungle Mahals, the Records of this Office were searched, 
but no case of murders corresponding with those described 
by Myda Bowlee can be found, except one in Clieyt 1236 
Fiisulee or March 1829, A. D. ; four bodies of men were 
found on the plain near the road, two cosc north from 
Julasur, but Myda says they came here in Asar 12-36, 
which corresponds with June 1829, or three months 
after the bodies had been found ; these cannot therefore 
be the bodies of the travellers he speaks of, and this is 
the only murder he states to have been committed with- 
in this, the northern division of Cuttack. But bodies 
were found in the latter end of 1829 and in 1831 on the 
borders of the road, without our being able to discover by 
whom the men were murdered. 

Mr. Wilson, on the I2tb April 1834, writes to the 
Magistrate of the Jungle Mahals, in consequence of 
a commuDteation from Mr. Commissioner R. Low^tber, 
epclosixtg the papers of this case which bad been trans- 
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milted to him by the Jungle Mahal Magistrate, to ascer- 
tain what bad been the final orders in the case, 

4 

$ 

Urzee from AgoreehaJ of Monhhoom^ V7ili May 1834, 
to the Magistrate. 

Forty-five men were afresled on the 13th June 1835 
for the murder of seven men, and they were acquitted of 
the charge on the 27th August 1833, but as notorious 
robbers and thieves arrested on the road with suspicious 
property, &c,, and agreeably to the permission of the 
Siidder Court in conformity to Section 9 of Regulation 
8 of 1818, nineteen were detained till security of two 
respectable persons could be obtained of 300 rupees each, 
and Mbnna alias Myda, and three others, were detained 
till they could each produce the security of one person in 
200 rupees. The prisoners are still in confiiicment at 
Rankoora. 

The Urzee of the Mohafiz Dufliir^ liurdwan, 2i)lh 
April 1834. 


On tlie13lh of June 1831 Sheikh Ameer and forty-four 
oir.er prisoners were arresled on the charge of murdering 
seven persons. On the 27th August 1833 they were acquit- 
ted of this charge ; but as robbers and bad characters they 
were detained, and in conformity to the 9tli Section of 
Regulation 8or 1818, it was ordered that nineteen of them 
should be confined till they each gave tlie security of two 
persons in 300 rupees ; Monna Bowlee and three others 
each to give that of one person in 200 rupees for their 
future good behaviour, in failure of which they were or- 
dered to be. put in irons and at labor for three years. 
The^ were then transferred to Bankoora on the I5th 
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March 1834. Twelve died in Jail, and Ucera Cbund 
and Surma Clmnd Brahmins gave the requir^ security, 
and got their release, and five others were released as 
acquitted. 

The twenty-three men were sent to Saugor by the 
Magistrate of Bankoora in May 1834. 

(Signed) W. H. S. 

(True Copy) 

C. BROWN, Genh SupL 


APPENDIX Z. 


Deposition of Runnooa Moonshee, taken before Capt. 

Wade, Political Affent at Loodhiana, 25th August, 
1834. 

Deponent is an inhabitant of Behareeapore, in the 
District of Belha, and son of Seota Ham Lodhee, aged 
47 years, follows the profession of Thuggee. 

Last year in the month of Bhadon, (August 1833,) 
three or four days before Mr. Wilson came to secure 
the Thugs at Behareeapore, I quitted my home, and 
resided with others in the fields in the neighbourhood ; 
Kehree Sing Aheer Zumeendar of Puhia and Russoola, 
had told me this. He had also told us that we had all 
better assemble in one place in his village, and he would 
not allow any one to secure us; but we suspected that he 
would cause our seizure and we all intended to remove 
to the Lahore country. On^ evening, I went to my. 
house, and brought my family with me, and proceeded 
to Bunsra to the house' of Buksheea Thug ; but not find- 
ing him at home, I told his wife to tell him wh^ he 
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returned that I was about to proceed in a direction to the 
West, and should he be willing' to come, he would find 
me at Koroo Chelr (Thnncsur). I then went on to .Bel ha, 
and purchased some parched grain from the bazar, and 
returned to the fields where I passed that night with my 
family. The next morning f went to Btirdoo, where 
Buksheea and Newla with their families, together with 
Jeyneea my father-in-law, Avho had escaped from the 
Saijgor jail, joined me. From' this phice we all proceeded 
towards Koroo Chetr (Thnnesnr), and in one month we 
arrived , in its vicinity. From this place Jeyneea and 
New’la roliirned hack to their homes for the purpose of 
learning some news of his own brother Kinneroha, still in 
confinement in the Fnrrakahad jail. I and Biikshcea 
with our families went on to Gungpore, a village in Slia- 
habad, l»elonging to Sirdar Kiioii Sing, where we. found 
Ram Sing (formerly a resident of Kunoujo in Cuwnpore, 
and by prorcssion a Thug) residing in that village; after 
relating ail our past im.sfortanes to him, wo asked him 
for some place of residence. In' reply, he told us, that 
there hud been a great alarm of Ihiove.s in that village, 
and wo had bolter go to RuUungiirh near Sliahabad, 
where we should got a better place for our safe rosi- . 
dence. Wo accordingly went on to Rutungurh, and 
on onr arrival went to Suroop Sing, Thanadar, and 
Baioh, a gardener, smd told them that we were cultiva- 
tors, and owing to the scarcity of grain and famine in our 
coonlry we had left our homes, and asked them for a 
place to reside in, and stated that we would cultivate 
lands and pay them the rent for them. To this they con- 
sented, and gave us a house to reside in, where we all 
put up and repaired the house. A few days after I sent 
Baks^eea back to conduct Jeyneea, and Newla from 
tlieir homes as they were told to come to Koroo Chetr^ 

3 M 
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lest they might be disappoioted. When Baksheea arriv* 
ed on the bank of a kutcha tank on the \yest side of 
Koroo Chetr (Tbunesur) he found Newla, Dhanoya'and 
Jeyncea. Kusscea, Gonooaand Omeda, \vith their fami- 
lies, coming up from their homes to join ns, he conducted 
them to Rutungurh, and resided with ns there. 

In Kooar (end of Sept. 1833,) when the rain bad fallen 
favorably, we cultivated some fields and planted sugar " 
cane in them, and in Kurtick we had done with all the 
field work. 

In Aughun Dojee (Nov. 1833,) we sacrificed a goat to 
Devee, and on the following morning, Buksheea, Newla, 
Seetula, Omedwa, Dhnnooa, now arrested ; Dhiuiooa (at 
large,) Gunooa, Kusheea and OHinunchula, set out on an 
expedition on Thuggee to the west. Five or six days after 
I followed and joined them, in the sarae of Kajpoora, the 
place appointed. Oo my arrival they gave me a share of 
the booty which they had obtained from some people 
whom they had murdered, ere I reached them at Bunjara- 
ka-sarae. The booty they got from their victims were 22 
knldar rupees and some clothes. I received my share 
from Buksheea. 

From this place we set out in a direction to Loodhiana, 
and again returned to Sanoowal, where wc lodged in the 
bazar in a boneea’s shop. About two ghuries before sun- 
set, a traveller came up of Rajpoot caste, on his way from 
Peshore to Allahabad. Owing to a heavy fall of rain, we 
all put up in one shop, and cooked and ate our dinner in 
it. About six ghuries before daylight, we set out with 
the traveller, and when we had got on about a cose east 
from the village we^traugletl him. 

Dhunooa (at large) was the Bhurtote on this affair, 2d 
Dhunooa arrested ; Seetula and Omeda acted as Guthaee 
Lugbaees. His body was securely buried in a dry tank 
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aboat four fields south from the place where we murdered 
him. We gpt from him 15 rupees kiildar, some liindee 
chits* (letters) 1 matchlock, 1 tattoo» which the deponent 
received ii\his share, 1 puttoo, 1 white loee, 1 red woollen 
chudder, and some other clothes ; I thalee and 1 lotah, 
which were ail divided between us. 

After this affair, we proceeded to Umballah, and theuc€» 
we took a direction to Uurdwar. In 7 or 8 days we 
travelled only 20 cose to ihe Hurdwar side, and after- 
wards we changed the route and returned to a village 
(name not remembered) about 5 cose cast from Koroo 
Chetr (Thunesur.) From this village we went on to 
Kurnaul, and crossed thejumna. While we were sitting 
on the other side of the river, Buksheea and Gunooa, who 
had been left behind, came up with two merchant travel- 
lers on their way from Peshore to Nowdab in Onde, they 
bad won their confidence and they agreed to travel with us. 
We proceeded on to a village about 2 cose from the bank 
of the Jumna, and encamped outside of the village near a 
well with the travellers. About 4 ghuries before daylight 
we set out with them, and about a cose distant from the 
village on the bank of a river, we seized them as they 
went along, and strangled them. Newla and Dhunooa 
(at large) were ihe Burtotes at this murder. Their bodies 
were thrown into the river. We got from them 100 
rupees in cash, 1 tattoo of dun color, 1 thalee, 1 lotah and 
1 to I war, which we divided between us. The tattoo was 
sold to Gbureeba porter of Sahabad for 11 rupees, but 
deponent does not recollect who took the thalee and lotah. 
Buksheea got the tulwar in bis share. 

After this affair, we committed no other murder and 
returned to our new abode at Rutungurh. Three days 
after oar return, Dhunooa (arrested,) and Omedwa went 
to tbw homes in the Dooab, and Jeyneea soon followed 
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them. In Magli (January 1834,) about 8 days Lad pass* 
ed 'vvbeu Omedwa with his family came bac|^ to Rutnn* 
gurh, and about the middle of the month Dhimooa (ari-esN 
ed,) Jssureea (ditto,) came back from their hpmes, and 
soon after Jeyneea. 

The tattoo we got at Sanoowall was sold to Shekh 
Mahomed Ameen of Saltabad for 11 rupees Kythalee. 

The Sliekh is in the service of Sirdar lluiijet Singh of 
Shahabad, in the village of Komtee, the putloo and loee 
were sold to Donyur Malee of iluhingurli giardeii for 5 
rupees ; who got the lotah and the thalee, 1 do not recol- 
lect. The matchlock is still with Dhunooa (arrested^)* 

In Magb (January 1831) when four days only remained 
of the inontli, we again sacrificed a goat to Devee ; and 
on the 2d of Phagoon (February 18jM), Khnsheea, 
Uhunooa (at large,} Issureca (arrested,) set out on 
another expedition to the west ; three days after, 1, 
Irynoea, my father-in-law, iliiuiinchnla, son of depo- 
nent, Setulla, Oinedwa, Mehiigooa, Dhunooa (arrest- 
ed), and Newla, proceeded to Dmballah from Rutuiigurh, 
and joined them there ; from Umballa we all set 
out leaving Issureea behind, and when we bad got outside 
of the west gate, Issureea joined us with a traveller, wfaai 
was ou his way from Lucknow to Lahore, and wo wcitt 
on to a village one cose west (name not knowny^md 
thence to Mogul-ka-suraee, where wc encamped' with 
the traveller. Six ghuries before daylight we set out 
from this place, and about cose distaut from it we 
strangled him. Dhunooa (at large) was the Bburtote ou 
this occasion. 

Issureea, Dhunooa, Omedwa, Khusheea and Scetola, 
acted as Guthaecs and Lughaees, and Omedha was a 
Belhaee also ; we got from him 1 gold ear-ring worth 16 
rjapecs, 1 pair of silver bungles 14 rupees, 1 lotah. 
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1 tbalec, 1 white blanket, and some other cloths which 
were alldivjded between ns; his body was securely buried 
about 4 fields distant from the road. 

After Ijiiis we proceeded to Sirhind and thence to 
Khanna, where wocrcamped near a well. While we were 
cooking* our dinner in tlie evenin*^ a Kajpool traveller 
came op on his way from Lahore 1o Lyswaia in Oudh, 
and we saw him near tho well. Dhunooa (at largo) acted 
as Sothaee and won his conlic!eiice,*aud accompanied him 
to the village, and caused him to put up in oiu^ of the 
temples (She walla) near the east gate, and reliiriied to us. 
Wo all, after taking our dinner, removed to the same 
place whore the traveller had been lodged. Six gliiiries 
before daylight we set out with the traveller, and heaving 
the high road we proceuuled by a bye palli to the south, 
and when wo had gone on about a cose from the vilfago 
we seized him as he went along and strangled him. Dhu- 
nooa was the Bhurtute at this murder. 

Issureea, Khusheea, Seetala, Omedwa, and Dhunooa 
(arrested,) acted as Guthaecs and Lugliaoos, and his 
body was securely buried in a field, about four fields 
distant from tho place. We got from him lo mpoes, 
(Raja Sahee) 1 lotahi 1 thaloe, 1 towuh, and some other 
cloths, which we divided between us — but I do not recol- 
lect who got these articles. 

After this affair we proceeded to Uniritscr, which place 
we reached in eight days ; we passed two nights in that 
town, and then set out on our return, and in Iwodays wo 
reached a village, whose name is not remenibored, about 
12 or 14 cose from Umritser east, and encamped near 
the outer gate at the Chnbootra. AVIiile we were cooking 
pur dinner a Musulman traveller came up, on his way 
from Mooltan to Byswara in Lucknow. Seetula acted as 
Sotliaee^ and won bis confidence. He put up with us, and 
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about one vratob before daylight, we set out with him, 
aud about a cose from the place where we had^ encamped, 
we strangled him. Dhunooa (at large) was the Bhurtbte, 
Omedwa acted as Belhae, Issureeaand Dhuuo^a (arrest- 
ed,) Seetula and Kbusheea, also Omedwa acted as 
Guthaces and Lughaees^his body was buried about six 
fields soulh from the road securely in a hollow. We got 
from him 50 rupees, (Raja Sahec) 1 copper rikabee and 
some other cloths, wliicli we divided between us. 

After this, we proceeded to a village about two cose 
distant from the place, where we had committed the above 
murder, and while we were sitting and smoking, two 
travellers came up on their way from Lahore to Seetapoor, 
and sat down near ns to sinoke their hookas. In conse- 
quence of a heavy storm we rested there about a watch, 
and then proceeded to a village about 3 cose distant, 
(name not known,) where we lodged in a chowpar (a 
public place at a village) with travellers. One watch 
before da^/light we set out from this village with the 
travellers, left the high road and proceeded by a bye path, 
and when we had got on about a cose we strangled them. 

Dhunooa and Newla were tlio Bhurtotes, Issurcea, 
Dbunooa (arrested,) Omedwa, Khuslieea and Setula acted 
as Liighaees and Guthaecs ; Omedwa acted as Belhae also ; 
we buried their bodies about 4 fields from the place 
where we had murdered them, securely. We got from 
them 21 rupees iu cash, of which 10 Lucknow currency^ 
9 Kuldar and 2 copper rupees, 1 brass lotah, 1 thalee, 1 
white blanket, 1 old rajaee, (qnilt), 1 towa, 1 silk doputta, 
and two cords fur drawing water from the well ; after this 
in the month of Jelh (May 1834) we returned to our new 

abodes at Rutungurh. 

The articles we obtained in the above affairs were^tbus 
distributed 
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1 tusla to Omedwa for Tilhaee, (Omedwa’s wife) mort- 
gaged to a punyah in the Loodliiaiia bazar for 10 arinas^ 
whife we were in custody under Maharaja Riinjet Sing’s 
sepahees> ^ lolah to ditto, Omedwa’s wife got, 1 ditto large 
and a thalee to Dhunooa,-* these articles Chutter Zemin* 
dar of Kiireea seized from Dhunooa, when he was arrested. 

1 Blanket to Dhunooa, he sold this to Ruttuii Cliewdree 
near Rulungnrh. 

1 silk doputta to Sectala,^ — this was sold to Boodb Singh 
Jaut of Rutungurh. 

1 woollen red cliiidder, this (a sheet) was given to tho 
manager of Rutungurh in lieu of the land rent for 8 
rupees. 

In the beginning of Bysakh of the present year, (April 
1834) Iryoeea went to the Doab and promised to return 
back on the 2nd Jeth; after waiting some days beyond 
the time we conjectured that he hud been seized, and 
alarmed, we quitted Rutungurh. We remained for six 
days in the neighhourhood of Karoo Chetr (Thunesur), 7 
or 8 days at Kutliree in Golub Singh’s territory. A 
guard with approvers came to Shalrahad, and about ih 
watch after sun-rise one morning we beard two men, 
residents of Uaiungurh, talking with the people of 
Kuthrec, and stating that some Thugs bad come to 
Sbahabad for the purpose of securing the Poorbcea 
Koormies (this was what we were called in the village) 
who had lately resided at Rutungurh — when we heard 
this we left Kutbrec and proceeded by Kythul to Dburum 
Kote — thence to Kureeal> where we again settled and 
cultivated some lauds. We conjectured that the approv* 
ers would come as far as Loodhiana and not beyond ; 
and we intended to move further ou in the direction of 
X^ahore and Umritser* 
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The deponent states the particulars of Ram Sing Aheer 
of Rutimgnrh. , , , 

In the month of Miigh (January 18^34) when 10 days of 
the month had passed, I, ls.snreeaaud DhunoOa(arrested,) 
went out to the jungle for v/ood, A Hindoo traveller 
came np on his way from Lahore to the east. We three, 
together with Ram Sing and Kull^>a, Ids son, followed the 
traveller, and strangled him near u village in the jungle 
about 5 cose east frdni Kooroo Chetr (Thunesur) Ram 
Sing Aheer was the Rhurtote at this murder. Kulloo 
Jssureea and Dhunooa acted as Lnghaees and Giithaees. 
I'Jis body was buried in the .Dliak Jungle (commonly 
called Puilass) about 4 fields north from the road, securely. 
This place is about a cose east from the village whose 
name not remembered. We got from him 17 rupees and 
1 iron weight of 2 seers, 1 do. of 1 seer, 1 lotah, and some 
old clothes which were divided between us. Tbe towah 
and lotah are now with Rani Sing. Except this Ram 
Sing was in no other aflair with us, but I well know him 
to be a TIing — ho used to follow Kurhoree Ramkishen 
Miitholooof Uehareoaporo on T'huggeo ; when Mr. Parry 
the Magistrnie of Etawah, gave orders to seize the Thugs, 
he ran oil* from his home, and for several years he resided 
ill the neighbourhood of Gwalior, and afterwards at 
Rutungui'h. Since he left home, this was the first time that 
we had met hini ; Chunduna is not a Thug — we had 
brought him fur the purpose of purchasing some bullocks 
for our homes. 
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• APPENDIX A2. 

GANG OF THUGS APPREHENDED AT 
MASULIPATAM. 

To W. H. MACNAGUTEN, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Qovt, of India, 

Fort William, 

Sir, 

I It£ivc the honor to submit for tbe 

I 

inforjcnation of the Rij^ht Honorable the Governor Geiif3- 
ral of India in Council, the copy of a letter to my address 
from tbe Magistrate of Guntoor in tbe Presidency of 
Madras, together with copies of the enclosures to which 
it gave cover, detailing his success in tracing and appre- 
hending a gang of Thugs residing in the Masiilipatani 
district, on the Itigh road from Hyderabad to Masulipa- 
tarn, intelligence of whose abode had been obtained from 
the confessions of approvers before me at Hingolee, 

2. From the depositions taken before the Magistrate 
at Guntoor, it appears that this gang of Thugs has been 
established in the Masulipatam district for several years, 
apparently with the cognizance of the Zumceudars of the 
villages where they resided, who though aware of their 
bad characters, and the arrest of some members of the 
confideracy at Guntoor under most suspicious circum- 
stances, have considered it prudent to conceal the fact 
from the Magistrate of Masulipatam. 

3. In the month of September last I applied, at Cap- 
tain l^leeman’s suggestion, to the then Magistrate of 
Masnlipatam, to ascertain if any Thugs bad been arrested 
at Hiore, as we had reason to suppose they had been, 
and in bis reply be informs me that not a single indtvidued 

3 N 
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of the description alluded to in my letter bad been taken 
in his district for years. 

4. I mention this circamstance with reference to 
Captain SIceman’s despatch to you of the 21st September 
last, enclosing copy of one to the address of the Chief 
Secretary to the Madras Govt^rnment, wherein he points 
out the good eHect attendant upon the transmission to mo 
of a gang of Thugs arrested by the Joint Magistrate of 
Iloobly, in the Southern Mahratta country. I conceive 
that more good will result from the gang now seized at 
Guntoor being made over to one of the Oflicers employed 
in this department, than from any measures that the local 
authorities at the place of arrest can adopt for inducing 
them to confess. If they are detained at Guntoor, but a 
partial disclosure of their crimes can be expected from 
them ; while ou the contrary there is every reason to 
believe, that when the prisoners are confronted with the 
approvers at Hyderabad, many of them will bo induced 
to come forward willingly to assist us with the informa- 
tion in their possession. 

5. i have accordingly thought it necessary to apply 
to the Madras Government to issue instructions to the 
Magistrate of Guntoor for the despatch of the prisoners 
to llydrabad, and 1 beg leave to attach the copy of a 
letter I have addressed to the Chief Secretary to that 
Government on this subject ; a measure which I trust 
will meet with the sanction of Flis Lordship iu Conncil. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obdt. Servant, 

P. A. REYNOLDS, 

Offg. Oemral Supt. 

■ ■■■ ■' r 


GenL Supt*s Office^ 
Suhilparep the 2d May^ 1836. 
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Copy. 

. ' No. 33. 

. i<>. 

To CAPTAIN REYNOLDS, 

Superintendent in the Thuggee Dept^, 

Jitnnol.ee* 

Sir, 

As in the orders of this Govern-* 
ment which accompanied the copies ^of the paper.s receiv- 
ed from you regarding the exislonco of Thugs in the 
district of Masulipatam, the Magistrates of thi.s Presiden- 
cy are directed to communicate with you on subjects 
which relate to your department, I have now the honor 
to inform you that by following up the traces afforded by 
the depositions taken by yon [ have at last succeeded in 
tracing and apprehending a gang of Thugs, who were re- 
siding in the Masulipatam district, on the high road from 
Masulipalain to Tlydrabad. Tho Jemadar with 14 fol- 
lowers was residing at Tooreeapallem, a hamlet of Moo- 
neegalla ; 5 others at Kistnapooram, a hamlet of Aukpa- 
nmoolah in that neighbourhood ; and 4 others, including 
the two sous of Sheikh Hemmed, Jemadar, were living in 
the town of Ellure. I have since apprehended another of 
the gang while crossing the river Kistnah into this district, 
so that the total number now seized amounts to 25, who 
with one or two exceptions, are professed Thugs. 

The depositions given before me and of which I now for- 
ward translations, seem clearly to prove that these people 
form part of the gangs, under the Jemadars Emaum Sahib 
alias Chabriah Emaum and Sheikh Ahmed, mentioned in 
the deposition of Myan Khan alias Lingooteca, given 
before you in October last. Emaum Sahib is now appre- 
hended and Sheikh Ahmed or Sheikh Homed, it appears, 
died very lately, but his two sons are now seized* • 
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The Jemadar Hoonooryah, the brother of Emaain 
Sahib, appears to have left this part of the country about 
the time of the famine, and to have gone Southward where 
he has probably been joined by many of Sheikh Ahmed's 
followers, as their numbers in these parts are said to have 
decreased considerably within the last few years, and I 
believe I have succeeded in apprending nearly all those 
now residing in this neighbourhood. The depositions do 
not contain much infcfrmation beyond the proving the pri- 
soners to be Pliansigars, but I send them in the hopes that 
you may perhaps be enabled to identify the murders men* 
tinned therein with some of those confessed before you. 
I also send a descriptive roll of the prisoners which may 
probably enable some of your approvers to recognize tbem. 

1 have little doubt but that these people cau give im- 
portant information regarding the Thugs now residing in 
other parts of the territories under this Presidency, and as 
the only means of obtaining this 1 have written to 
Government to be allowed to admit some of their number 
as approvers. In the mean while I should be obliged by 
your lotting me know whether you are possessed of any 
information by which you could bring their guilt home to 
them independent of their confessions. I should also feel 
thankful if you could give me any iutelligeuce as to the 
measures pursued by you in order to convict this class of 
criminals, and also for any directions as to managing them 
which your experience may enable yomto suggest. 

1 have, &c. &q, 

(Signed) A. MATHESON, 

Head Assistant Magistrate, 

Qunioorf Magistrait*s Office^ the lit h Aprils 1836 . 

(True Copy) 

^tSigned) P. A. REYNOLDS, , 

^ Officiating GenL SupU 
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Avvaroo Gopalroydoo, son of AppidJi, of tJie Bramny 
caste, Vyttnava religion, by profession Carnum, aged 
years^ and inhabitant of Alloovy attached to the 
Joodjooie Purganahy in the Zillah of Masulipatamy 
being sworn on Tuesday the 4/A, decreasing moon of 
Chaitrumy year DoormookheCy corresponding with the 
^th April 1836, gives the follovnng deposition : 

Q. — What do you know regard ing» the Moormen seized 
and brought by Shaik Baday, the Cutwal of Ouutoor, from 
the villages of Moongal, See. appertiiitiing to the zillah of 
Mffsulipatani, and what are you given to understand con- 
cerning their circumstauces ? 

A, — About 8 years ago the Moormen named Pedda 
Emam Saheb, Pedda Phakeer Sahib, Sheikh Mohumud, 
Cliinna Phakeerab, Chintia Emam Saheb, Moosbkeci, 
Madaur Sahib, his three sons named Goolam Sahib, 
Khausim and Emaum, and another Madaur Sahib, and 
Mohadeen Sahib, together with their families came to 
reside in the village of Clietta Aunavnruin, from Giidda- 
madoogoo, appertaining to the piirganah of Myiaveruiii, 
in the zemindary of Soorarianywar. I cannot positively 
tell whence they first came to Guddamadoogoo ; but there 
is a report that they belonged to the western country and 
that they had come from thence, that is from Cuddapab, 
&c. 1 am the Merassee Curnam of Chetta Annaverum^ 
where they had come (to reside), and Alloor. For about 
8 or 10 years past I myself am carrying on the duties of 
Curnam of those two villages ; after they came to Chetta 
Annavarum they osed to keep one or two ploughs each 
and onltivate the Jeroyety lands. They have never tilled 
themselves, but have been accustomed to carry on the 
cnltjvatioD through the means of coolies and servants 
of ^eir caste; the names of Pedda Emam Sahib, Fokc^r 
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Sahib and Shaik Mohomud have been entered in the 
Circars’ accounts. Ever since they arri^^ed at my 
village the men used to say that they had caused clothes 
to be woven at Mungalagirry, Cheerala, Parala*aDd other 
places, and just before the commencement of hot-wealher 
after the monsoon, that is from the months of Maukhum 
and Phaulgoonum^ they used to prepare themselves for 
a journey, saying that they would export and sell the 
clothes in other countries, viz. Chittoor and other 
Souiliern districts, as well as in those of Rujaniundry, See. 
and set out with one or two horses and bullocks. One 
or two of the men used to take their females with thdm. 
Afterwards by report it was understood that they had not 
gone for trade. It was also reported that while they would 
pretend to go to one country they would go to another; 
that is when they said that they would go to the southern 
country they went northward, and when they said they 
would go to noribern country they probably went west- 
ward. These people used to return after 4, 3, or 6 
months, and arrive in the village at some hour or other 
of the night. On their return they were usually uccom- 
pauied by more horses and bullocks with loads than at 
their departure, containing tuppalas, chimboos nr brass 
vessels, arms, gold thread, cloths, &c,, which being 
generally in use among them, were seen by me. The 
cloths appeared to have come from distant countries and 
were most valuable. When asked whence they brought 
ihem, they would mention the names of foreign cities^ 
and say that they had purchased |bem there. I was 
given to.' understand that all the articles brought by them 
were divided between themseives after they had returned; 
Whenever quarrels arose between themselves in dividing 
the property^ the persons of' the neighbouriug villages 
n^ed to hear and inform me of it. Every day they used 
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to spend 3 or 4 rupees^ and drink much toddy and 
liquor, and^eat flesh every day; they are also much 
addicted to chewing betel and betel-nuts. They had 
every kind of dress peculiar to diflerent countries. See* 
ing their expenditure, I thought that they must have 
brought a good deal of money which they expended. 
From the above circumstance it would not appear that 
they had acquired their wealth either by traflic or any 
other legal means whatever. It is reported that those 
people are Phaseegars, and that under pretence of going 
to different countries for the purpose of carrying on trade, 
they used to go and kill the travellers on the roads and 
seize the property wliich was found with them. Their 
people have never connected themselves with the Moor- 
men who. inhabit this country for a lung time. They 
marry among themselves. It was usual for 5 or 10 
persons to come at once to their houses from the western 
districts and to return again after having remained there 
5 or 10 days, but Ibis was a rare occurrence. Their 
arrival was concealed, and it was not known whence tliey 
came. When they were asked who these people were, 
they used to say they are our relations. One is my elder 
sister's son. One is my younger sister’s son, &c. They 
have come from Chittoor aud thereabouts.’’ Our ances- 
tors used to reside at Chittoor and thereabouts. They 
usually spoke in Moor language. They can all generally 
converse in Tamil and Canaresc. They can speak 
better Tamil than Taloogoo. They Kved in Chetta 
Annavaram which js my Merassee village, for 3 or 4 
years in this manner. I understand that during their stay 
there, it is 5 years since some of them assembled together 
und joined with those that resided at Guddamadoogoa, 
and that they all, 10 or 14 in namber» (whose names 
are not known)i set off in the month of Maukhiyn 
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(January) and entered the Gantopr zillab, having crossed 
the river Kistna at Bezoara ; that at tb^t time the 
females of the Sepoys of the battalions garrisfoned ia 
the Northern Districts, as well as in some, under the 
Bengal presidency, carrying with them such sums as they 
liad received from their husbands^ had on their way to 
the places of their residence in the Southern Districts 
met the said gang and arrived at Guntoor, and they (the 
Phaseegars) put up in one Moor Choultry and the 
females in another ; that some of the Fukeers, inhabitants 
of the town of Guntoor, having seen the Moormen 
(Phaseegars) had entertained suspicion against them Und 
informed the then Cutwal, Shaik Luttief, of the same 
at the same hour of the night, who said that it was mid- 
night, that he would enquire in the morning, and that 
they (the Fukeers) should take care of them ; that 
in the morning, upon enquiry, no traces either of the 
women or the Moormen remained ; and that notwith* 
standing all the search that was made they had not been 
traced. At that time the Phaseegars, Emam Sahib 
(who is called among themselves Jemadar), and Shaik 
llomud, (who is more than 50 years old and who is called 
among themselves Jemadar, and said to he the son of 
Dauvulgee Jemadar), and one Emam Sahib, (he is among 
the persons now seized by the Cutwal), son of Shaik 
Homud Jemadar ; these three persons had assembled the 
others (names unknown) and bad gone (for some expedU 
4ion). The abovemen tioued Emam . 8al(ib Jemadar is 
among the persons now seized by the Cqtwal. I heard 
that Jemadar Shaik Homud had about 5 or 6 months 
ago gone to Hydrabad in the Western oauntry and died 
there. 1 noderstand that one or two months after. the 
aboveniij^oned. women and ttiese persons had thus di^pif 
l>par^iiom Guntoor, the Jemadax. Shuik ; Honn^d^ ids 
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ilon Ematn, wbo has been seized, a servant of Shaik 
Hoipud, (viliose name is not known) and another Emam, 
had come to Guntoor ; that while they put up in a 
Chonltry, the Fukeers who had seen them before again 
recognized them and informed the Cutwal Shaik Lut« 
tief of the same ; that during the examination after 
they were seized, Shaik Homud, his son Emam and 
his servant remained, but the other called Emam had 
gone ont with Chimboo and thus * ran away ; and that 
the said three persons had been put in the Guntoor Cut- 
waPs Choultry, and that the following articles were found 
in the bag of the one who ran away, viz. a cocoanut 
shell used to pat in tirclioornum (the yellow mark stuiT), 
oiie coomkooma bharena or box (holding woman's mark 
stufi*}, one silk sikhabundoo or ribband used by Soodras 
in tying their hair, a piece of steel wire of a span length, 
and one lead flat. The said persons having then stated 
that they were the inhabitants of ihy village and that they 
had cultivation there, the then head x>f police Nukkala- 
piilly Soobbarow summoned me to ascertain the same. 
On being asked regarding them I declared that the cir- 
tamstance of their having had cultivation in my village 
was true; that their cattle, &o., were in that village itself, 
and that their houses having been consumed by fire, they 
had resided at Jobdjoor, one ooss distant therefrom. Tii 
about 10 days they were released from' the Cut waPs Chonl- 
try. 1 first went and arrived in my village ; while 1 was 
Gahtoor they were^ set at liberty ; but they did not come 
to my village either along with me or afterwards. I was 
given to janderstand that they had gone and arrived at 
Gnddfimadoogoo. Some time afterwards Shaik Hotiiud 
bhdie to Chuttanuavarun and enquired after bis coltivatiolfiji 
t s^d to him as wellas to the others as fbltows. Here 

that you are Phaadegaas^ 
So 
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yon. most Ti()t iremain in my village;” and 1 positively 
told them that they must entirely go away; and they 
accordingly left Iho village aud went away to different 
places; but I did not know whither they bad g^ne* At 
this time the famine happened. I niiderstood the year after 
the famine. had ceased, that some of them had settled in 
Naroyanagoodem or Toorakapallem, a hamlet of Moona* 
gola ; some in Groostnayapaliem, a hamlet of Aukoopaa<- 
moola, and some in EHore and Seetummapetta. I under- 
stand that about 6 years ago while they were all residing 
in my village, the parties of the Jemadars Eniam Sahib 
and Sbaik Homud bad at one time left my village and 
met two Chetties, merchants of Madras, and Canvery 
man at a place called Yeedoolakoontali, near Eilore ; 
that the Pbaseegars had killed them and robbed them 
of their property ; that at the time of their killing them one 
of the gang named Ally Sahib had found a bag of nshera- 
fees or gold mohurs tied round the waist of one of the three, 
valued at about 600 rupees, and bad seized it without 
being perceived by the other Phaseegars ; and that they 
had quarrelled afterwards among themselves, in conse- 
quence of his having taken it without giving a share to 
the others. Ally Sahib is not seized now, hut the per- 
sons. who had quarrelled with him regarding the said 
mohurs, are now seized by the Cutwal, These Pbasee- 
gars gave two mdst Valuable rings called Buitany Wooh- 
garums, set with diamonds, which were stolen from the 
said merchants, to Poottoombaiika Venkiab, of the Gumma 
caste, an inhabitaut of Dmichavarum, on some account or 
other. The said Venkiah gave^he said two ringfi to two 
banians named Somah Yenkatasem and Pamedemurfy 
Juggiab, inhabitants of Joodjoor,vas he hadno ready money 
to pay, in liquidation; of the 600 rupees he had borrowed 
from them and took back fars bonds. As the prdcefdiog 
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of the rin^d to the said banians and of receiving 
the^ bonds firoiu them passed in my presence T am aware 
ofit. I saw those rings, even now I can identify them* 
Those rings are now in the house of Soniah Venkatasem* 
4 or 5 pairs of Benanrs Kundwas, or upper cloths of red 
■colour, valued at rupees 100 or 150, having been found 
with these merchants who were killed. Venkatrama 
Gopaula Jagunnadbarow, Zemindar of Calavakolloo on 
that district, was informed of it, afid knowing that tliese 
people in iny village were Phaseegars, scut on his behalf 
one Mauderauze Lutchemenoroo, inhabitant of Joodjoor» 
wlio^came and having threatened them caused the said 
Benaurs Kundwas to he conveyed away, I did not dis- 
tinctly SCO the Kundwas, but saw the bundle being taken 
away. About one year after the case of the banians had 
taken place, that is, 5 years ago, a merchant came with 
horses to sell, and after selling some, I understand that one 
horse having remained with him unsold, he had supposed 
that the Zemindar, the said Venkata GopauiJagunnadba- 
row at Joodjoor, would perhaps buy the borse^ as it was 
the time of celebrating his marriage, and that as the 
merchant was going from Mylanerum, on his way to 
Joodjoor, through the pass called Canaya Gundy, he met 
the Pbaseegars named Madaur Sahib and Ifyder Khawu 
of Guddamadoogoo, where they asked each other their 
.destination ; that one of them named Hyder Khawn had 
(then said to the merchant that he would go to Uydrabad; 
that the merchant had said he also would go if the horse 
~was not purchased at Joodjoor ; that one of the Phasee- 
gars (I know not which), had followed the merchant to 
Joocyoor ; that the inther thinking, that it would oocasitm 
^lay if he should go to Guddamadoogoo where Iiis party 
^en rea^ided and bring the Pbaseegars . belonging to that 
jgaogr bad taken the Pbaseegars who then resided^ 
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Clitxttannavarcini^ (now seized) and met the said meirchani 
and the Phaseegars who accompanied him, indhe tope or 
grove of the village Kecsara, from which time no trace 
of the merchant remained, and that the Phaseegars had 
then taken away the horse and sold it at Hyderabad or 
thereabouts. A small horso belonging to the said mer- 
chant, had been kept by Madar Sahib, who is now in 
custody ; bnt 1 was told by him after be was seized 
that horse had died orfe year back. I was given to under- 
stand that these Phaseegars bad foand with the mer- 
chant an umbrella, a knife, and some rupees, being the 
proceeds of the sale of some of his horses. The said 
knife and umbrella were given to Guddamadoogoo 
Veyenna, the Curnutn of Guddamadoogoo, by the Pba- 
seegars, and the said Veyeunagave that knife and um- 
brella to his brother-in-law Avva Venkataratrum. They 
are now in his possession. 1 saw them with him. In 
cobsequenoe of their having committed these acts while 
in my Merassee village Chittannavarum, I drove them 
from thence, considering that they must not remain there. 
Thinking that it would be of no use if I inf >rmed the 
Zemindar as he is aware of these circumstances, and 
fearing lest trouble would come upon me iu the event of 
their not being visited with punishment on my having 
informed the authorities of these circumstances, I had 
never informed hitherto. As you have now taken active 
measures regarding thorn 1 have represented what has 
passed. 

(Signed) GOPAJILROYDOO, 

Sworn before me tlik 5th April, 1836, 
(Signed) A. S. MATHESON, 

Head Assist. Magistrate in Change* 
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TliB Wiimsi is re’^xamined on Oath on the Slh Aprils 

1^0, corf esponding with Friday^ the 7th decreasing 

Moon of the month of Chailrum, year Doormookhy. 

Q- — In your former depositiou you spoke as if yoa 
coulil^recognize the Piiascegars. Look at the persons' 
DOW seized and brought before me* and state under whom 
each of them servo and what are their names? 

A, — No. 1. Emam Saheb alias* Mohoddeen Sahcb, 
inhabitant of Narraingoodein. lie is the same who for-* 
inerly lived at Chutfanavaram. The Pbaseegars among 
themselves called him Jemadar. 

No. 2. Chiiina Emam Saheb, of Kistnapooram, a 
hamlet of Akoopanmoolali. He formerly resided at 
Chiittsinavaram, and he is the brother of Mooshkil. 

No. 3. Nephew of Emam Saheb, or the son of his 
sister. His present residence is at Kistnapooram. He 
formerly resided at Clinftanavaram, then he was called 
Emam S.aheb, bnt 1 understand that be is now called by 
another name which I do not know. 

No. 4. Sydah, inhabitant of Narraingoodem. Hd 
formerly lived at Chuttanavaram.^ He is nephew and 
son-in-law of Emam Saheb Jemadar, and he is the son of 
Pedda Pakeer Saheb. 

No. 5. Emam Saheb, inhabitant of Narraingoodem, 
He formerly resided at Chuttanavaram, He is the son 
of Madaur Saheb No, 8. He had two brothers. One 
of them is dead. The name of the other is Khasim; He 
is the son-in-law of Emam Saheb Jemadar. I under- 
stand that be has lately gone southward with his wife. 

No. 6. Chinna Pakeeral), inhabitant of Narraingoo- 
dem. He formerly lived at Chuttanavaram. 1 under- 
stand he sdbsequently bore another name which I do not 
kno^< 
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No. 7. HasaaiD Saheb, inhabitant of Narraingoodein* 
Ho formerly lived at Chuttanavaram. Hen is the bro- 
ther of Good 00 . 

No. 8. Madar Sabeb, inhabitant of Narraibgoodem, 
formerly Chuttanavaram. He is the father of Emam 
Sabeb No. 5. 

No. 9. Pedda Fakeer Saheb alias Hassain» inhabitant 
of Narraingoodem, formerly Chuttanavaram. He is 
the father of Sydah *No. 4. These eight men used to 
remain under the command of Einam Saheb Jemadar. 

V No. 10. Emam Saheb is the eldest son of Sliaik 
Honied Jemadar who is dead, and inhabitant of Ellbre, 
formerly Chuttanavaram. JTe was formerly seized to- 
gether with the said Shaik Homed Jemadar at Guntoor. 

No. 11. Brother of Emam No. 10. His name is 
Canjce. 

No. 12. ITyder Khan, inhabitant of Seetummapettah. 
He formerly lived at Broogubuiida. He is a follower of 
Sbaik Homed Jemadar. 

No. 13. 1 do not know bis name. His present resi- 
dence is at Kistnapooram. lie formerly resided at 
Broogiibunda. He is a follower of Sbaik Homed Jemadar. 

No. 14. I do not know bis name. He lived in the 
house of Sbaik Homed Jemadar. He is taken into 
their caste. 

No. 15. I do not know bis name. He lived in (he 
bonse of Chinna Emam Saheb» No. 2, at Kistnapooram. 

No. 16. I do not know his name. He is the brothers 
in-law of Chinna Pakeera No. 6. He is a follower of 
Emam Saheb Jemadar. 

No. 17. I have never seen hhn. 


No. 18. He is also a stranger. 1 had never 


No. 1.9. Madar Saheb, inhabitant of 
lie formerly lived at Chatiaj^araraw* 
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second name, bat I do not recollect it. He is a follower 
of tbe deceased Sbaik Homed Jemudar* At the time 
of tf)e marriage of the Zemindar of Joodjoor, be first 
met the hgrse merchants at the pass of Gonoyagondy. 
He formerly lived at Chattanavaram^ 

No. 20. Mooshkil, inhabitant of Kistnapoorain. He 
is a follower of Ernani Saheb Jemadar. He formerly 
resided at CImttauavaram. 

No. 21. Gavvala Vecradoo. Iffe lived in the house 
of Emarn Saheb Jemadar. He merely cultivates and 
never used to go out with them. Even at the lime of 
thefV residing nt Chuttanavaram be was with them. 

No. 22. Hussain Khan, inhabitant of Narraingoodem. 
He is one of the party of Cniain Saheb Jemadar, II j0 
formerly lived at Chuttanavaram. 

No. 23. I do not know him. 

No. 24. Goodoo, inhabitant of Narraingoodem. He 
belongs to Einam Saheb Jemadar. He formerly resid- 
ed at Chuttanavaram. 

(Signed) GOPAULROYDOO. 
Sworn to before me, the Btk Aprils 1830, 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON. 

Head Assist. Magistrate in Charge^ 
(True Translation,) 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON. 

Head Assist. Mcigistrale in Charge*: 

(True Copy,) 

P. A. REYNOLDS, 

Offig* General SupU 
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DepdsiHon given hy Uahdnioo residing at Tooraeagofh 
dem, a Hamlet under Mooneegattah in iha Zilldh of 
Masulipatam; fafher^s name Shaik Hussain, cast Moor, 
religion Sheik, age about ^ years. I)ated*6th April 
1836, corresponding mth Wednesday, the 5(h decrease 
ing Moon, the month of Chaitrum, year Doormeeffyn 

A, — 1 was about 4 years old at the time of my father’s 
death; when I was S months old my mother died; t dj 
not know my mother’s name. As looj^ as my father was 
alive, 1 resided in a hut in the Kfaansymeyali^ bazar at 
Hydrabad, after my father’s death I remained tliere about 
8 days, when 1 left the house and earned my livelihood 
by begging. I have neither maternal iior paternal rela- 
tions ; till 1 was about 10 years old I earned my livelihood 
by begging alms at Uydrabad, whence I set out with a 
viewtolive in the eastern country. When leaving Hydra- 
bad I met with three Spodra people, with a female child, 
conveying (brass) tumballs, pots, boxes, &c., belonging 
to two Moguls, to Bunder, on four horses for hire. I 
used to take care of their horses when they halted and 
do other work ; the Soodra people gave me rice, I came 
as far as Cunchecachula village with them, when the 
above Mdguls desired , me to attend on them, but the 
Soodra people told me that “ if you attODd on them there 
will he some trouble to yon and you should hot serve 
under them.” I was afraid and left their company at 
Cunchecachula, and from thence 1 went to Chuttoo 
nav.arum, two and half cose distant from it, where I met 
ATohodeeu Saib, ali^u Emaum^ Saib,>,wbo iS: called, a 
jfemaddr ; be told me that f sbouid reniain. under M 
look after bis, affairs, that in the event of my altendtal^ 


* Ciiiasce Myan, 
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on Ihetn (bini) for about 10 years, they would perform iny 
marriage criremooy, and that they would give me rice ; I 
accordingly remained in their house, conducting their 
cultivating aifairs, and taking my food there. After re- 
maining about one year, or about 5 or G years ago, the 
above Mohodeon Saib Jemadar and others ; viz. 


Moosbkil, «... Present. 

His elder brother Einaum Shaw, Do. 


CausseemSaib. — About twombutlis ago he went as 
he said to see bis relations somewhere towards Madras, 
bat 1 do not know wliere they reside. His father’s name 
is Madar Saib, now present, but he did not come on this 


expedition. 

His younger brother Emaum Saib, ...... Present. 

Fakeer Saib, Do. 

Syed Hussain alias Pedda Fakeer Saib, Do. 

His son Syed Khausim alias Syedam, Do. 

Madar Saib, Do. 

Hussain Saib, Do. 

His younger brother Goodee Saib, Do. 

Hussain Meeyuli alias Khadar Hussain, Do. 


and myself went— ^thirteen men in numbc^r, including Je- 
madar*— to northern country. Mohodeen Saib Jemadar said 
that We must go to Chicacole and purchase cloths ; he cbl* 
lected all the men and carried me too ; seven of us inclnding 
Jemadar and myself went in advance, the remaining six 
men came after at a day’s journey apart. Mohodeen 
Saib Jemadar rode a horse, so we went on, some in 
advance and some behind, by way of Elldre and Sane* 
vanrapett to a Goontah or small tank situated on the 
other side or north of Ellore, where there are a number 
of Date trees ; there was water in it; two Moormen came 
and joined us when we were eating our dinner ; tlicy virere 
askod^from whence (hey were fsomiog ; they answered 

3 p 
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that they were comings from Hydmbad and wor^ 
going to Chicacole; they asked us whence we came ; 
1170 answered that we were coining from Condapnily, 
and were going to purchase cloths. Our second party 
remained behind/ and we together with the above two 
Moormen set out from thence and proceeded far 
us the Godavary (river), travelling for about four days 
in company with the above Moormen; when we reached 
the Godavary it was almost sun-set; Mohodeen Saib 
Jemadar alighted from his horse near the bank, of 
the Godavary, and as the second party being sit in 
number joined us in the morning of the same day," he 
went down into the bed of the Godavary with ten men 
and the above two Moosalmen, going slowly ; it began to 
grow dark ; Godu Saib and myself were staying behind ; 
the Jemadar’s horse was left with me, and Godu Saib sat 
down fora certain purpose, when I told him that oitr 
party had advanced and that we must go on ; he delayed 
and answered that they would return here; Mohodeen Saib 
Jemadar descended the bank of the Godavary with 
the remaining ten men together with the above two 
Moosalmen, and went as far as the edgo of the water, 
when they all sat down. One Mooshkili and one Khatis* 
seeni (who is at large) twisted their Gausycocaloo or 
sash girdles^ threw them found the travellers necks, 
wiben the remaining people fell upon them and killed 
them. They said they threw their bodies into the 
Godavary ; one traveller had a dagger, and the other a 
sword with a black handle. There was found a bundle 
cdiitaining rupees, two T^j^biigies, two Puncha cloths 
with red thread, three jackets, taro Taiagobdda- 
lob or pieces of liead cloths, and one turband, on& thread 
carpet, and one cumbly, which they brought with them ; 
sme of the above twb travellers was then middle aged. 
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apd neither tall nor short, and brown colour ; the other 
was yellow^ short, and fat; they appeared to be inhabitants 
of llydrabad country. After they were killed, pur party 
took the above things and parcel of money, and we all 
came to a tamarind tope situated near Cauvoor, on the 
bank of Godavary, where we slept, and the next day we 
remained there. 1 went for grass for the horse, and before 
1 returned the rupees were divided ; they told me that 
six rupees had come to each share, 1 being a slave of 
Mohoddeen Saib, he, the Jemadar, might have taken my 
share himself, but he did not say so to me ; out of the 
clo4hs, one Loongy was put on by the Jemadar, the 
remaining cloths were kept in a bundle; the dagger, 
including haudle, was about one cubit long, and I saw it 
with Fakeer Saib ; the sword wdth black handle called 
Choory, was less than one cubit long, it was left with 
Mooshkill ; Gouda Saib and myself were told to go away 
to Ciiutta Annavaram in front, so we went on* After 
eight days the other 11 men, including Jemadar, arrived 
at Chuita Annavaram ; this took place after the feast of 
Sbub-e-barat (in November) was over, which we perform* 
ed, and then cpiitted home three or four days afterwards, 
and returned prior to the Ramzan month, after this aflair 
had been committed ; these men are in the habit of going 
now and then on similar expeditions to Hydrabad and 
tho3,e parts. A short time ago or about a month after the 
last Moborrum feast, nine meu of the abovementioned 
gang, headed by Syed Hussain, who was appoin^d Jema* 
darby Emmii Saib, set out from home; they said ^ey 
would go to Hydrabad, but 1 know not wbither they 
went ; they returned to the village after two monthi, 
passing by Faraukufgoodem, which is situated on tjm 
south of Xoorakagoodem. 
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After the two Moossolmeu were killed as ;ld)ovemeD« 
tioned near Bajabmandry, I returned and renjained for a 
few days in the bouse of Mohoddeen Saib, but disliking^ 
the bard work under them, when the 12th Battalion was 
proceedings from Vizayanagur to Jaulnub, I went with it 
and was employed to drive the wood bandies there, at 
one time for Mahommed Saib Jemadar of 5th Company 
of Martin Battalion, and afterwards I used to drive 
bandies of straw for Rungapah, Subedar Major iu the 
above 6tb Company ; the Martin Battalion having come 
to Uydrabad from Janlnah, 1 accompanied Emaum Saib, 
snuff shop keeper in the same Battalion, and I remained 
for some days at Hydrubad ; np to that time a year and 
a half bad expired, when 1 repaired to the eastern 
country. Mohoddeen Saib who was sitting near the 
Chowky at Moonagul, saw and called me, and desired 
me to serve under him. 1 agreed, remained and 
came to Naraingoodeem or Tooreapollem, a hamlet 
under Moonugal, along with him; when I asked why 
they had come from Chutta Annavaram, he answered 
that prior to the famine, gang robbers had coine and set 
fire to their houses, consequently they left that part, and 
that some had come to Tooreapollem, some to Kistna- 
pooruni, and that Sheikh Homroed Jemadar had gone to 
li:ilore« I accompanied them in one instance only, when 
the two Moossulmen were killed, but never again. I 
entered into their house for rice, which was given. 1 ate, 
and carried on their cultivation as they desired. 1 do not 
know more t^a this; these men who are residing at 
Tooraoapoilem, as well as those at Kistnapooram and 
Ellore, are all called Phasee^ts t their fathers atfd grand- 
fathers were successively Phaseegars; they formerly 
resided in the Goolburga country, as 1 heard now ahd 
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then when they were speaking among themselves ; of 
those no^ apprehended and brought by tiie- Cutwali, with 
tlfe exception of four, the remainder are all Phaseegars ; the 
foor exi^epted are, one arrack seller from the northern 
districts, bis name is Veeradoo, and he is employed as 
husbandman by Mobooddeen Saib ; one Bahadur Khan 
Moorman, came newly from Soouniiinpaud last year, and 
set up a Punjab, and ever since ho is living under their 
protection* Chundcriapaiity Sh^ik lliissaiii ctyaie last 
year as a beggar and is doing ciiUivating business under 
Goodee Saib for his subsistence; Madar Sahib came ffum 
Oungereddypollem, he is Babadoor Saib’s brother-in-law; 
the above four men are not Phaseegars, but the roniain- 
der are. I can tell their names if they appear befere me. 
Besides these men, there was one who lived at Chiilta 
AnmivarcUii called Shaik Hummed Jemadar, he left that 
place and settled at Ellore ; during the festival of iiist 
Mohurrum, he came to Tooreapollem and fell sick and 
died ; he was born of lleddy caste parents, and when a 
child was adopted by DauMiIjy Jemadar, and called 
Sheikh Uommed ; until bis death he conducted the duties 
of Jemadar ; he wtis above fifty years of age when he died ; 
bis father Dauvuljy is said to reside somewhere about 
Seringapatain, as 1 beard from the said Phaseegars ; the 
Shaikh Hummed had two sons, one Emauiii Saib, and 
Madar Saib; they are now among those apprehended and 
brought by the Cutwail. Of those residing formerly at 
Chutta Annavaram, all are now apprehended except four; 
they: are followers of Sheikh Uommed Jemadar, and 
tborefore went with him. Of these one Ally Saib is said 
shave, .gone to; Goolburgidi, where he has relations, the 
teniaiiiing three, Emaum Saib, Diugra Hussain Saib and 
rjiiwsoo: Khanka not apprehended; it is not known 
wlfere they are. Besides this, Hussain Saib alias H,pu- 
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nooreva Saib Jemadar, the brother of Emaum Saib Jema- 
dar, who has Been now apprehended, formerly resided at 
(ifidda Madoogoo village, in the Milevaram Parganah, 
near Candapuily, with fonr or five families of Pha^eegars ; 
they went away daring famine to Madras or those parts, 
and 1 do not know wbere they are. One of them calledi 
Hussain Khan came to Tarakapollum before I returned 
there after my accompan^^ing the Battalion ; this man, 
and twe or three families of those under Hoonooreya 
resided formerly at Broogabunda, iu the Guntoor Zillah. 
Hussain Khan had kept a woman called Mungnlali 
Bbaugy, resident of the same village, and proceeded from 
thence with the said Bbaugy to Elloro or thereabouts. 
Hussain Khan then got married, but left his wife and took 
Mungulah Bhadgy whom he knew at Broogubunda, to 
Kistnapoorum. After we were brought here by the Cut- 
wall, the said Hussain Khan, (how he was apprehended 
1 do not know) has been brought to Guntoor. Ills 
father-in-law who was formerly at Broogubunda, and who 
went to Ellore, by name Madar Saib, came lately to 
TooreapoUem and is now apprehended ; he is Phaseegar 
under Moboddeen Saib Jemadar. Hyder Khan appre- 
hended at Seetnmroapetta, was also resident formerly at 
Broogubunda; the falher-in-law of Emaum Saib (son of 
Kallie Boodiiee) who was apprehended at Tooracapolleni, 
is said to keep a shop for selling salt, chillies, &c., in 
the Chittoor bazar, but his father-in-law's name is 
unknown. 

When 1 first arrived at Chutta Annavaram I used to 
hear Ally Saib, Bada Saib, Kussoo Khan, Emaum Saib, 
Huassdn Saib, and one Dfiigra Hussain Saib and Sheik 
Hommed^emadar, quarelling among themselves regard- 
ing the circumstance of Ally Saib having in some expe- 
dition obtained a purse coutaining gold moburs £nd 
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embezzled it bimseir, of which they considered themselves 
entitled V> have a share. 

The brass booddy ohemboo,* a tnmball, which was 
seized in the house of JUohoddeen Saib Jemadar by the 
Cutwall and placed in the Choultry, was never seen by 
me formerly in Mohoddeen Saib*s house, but has been 
in use ever since they returned from the last expedition, 
which took place eight months ago, as ubovementioned. 

I entered into service under thSse Pliaseegars for sub- 
sistence, but 1 am not owe of them; if the people of the 
said village are asked, it will be understood that I am 
ebiployed as a servant in their house ; as I entered in 
their house I was apprehended and brought here with 
them. 

Q. — Hear the deposition given by you, read: is it 
correct and as you stated ? 

A * — It is correct as I mention. 

Marked RAHAMOO. 

Given before me this Cth April 183G, 

(Signed) A. S. MATUESON. 

Head Assist. Magistrate in Charge. 

The deponent is re-examined on the Sth April (836, 
corresponding with Friday the 7tfa decreasing muon of 
Cbytra, year Doormookhy. 

C^.-<-Toa declared that you could recognize the Pliau- 
seegars* Look at the men who have been brought before 
me, state their respective names, distinguishing the Jema- 
dar under whom each of them served. 

A.--rTh^ Einauni Saib alisis 

Mobpddeen 8aib» bis place of residence is Toorkagpo- 
dein/ He. is the Jemadar. No. 2 Emaum Shaw« an 


* .Appmutly of ISoutbern 1mtniifactui«k 
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inhabiCant of Kistnapooram, and he was accustomed to go 
along with the said Jemadar. 

No. <3. Hussain Meya alias Khader Hussain, b an 
inhabitant of. Kistoapooruin, and he was accustpmed to 
go along with the said Jemadar. 

No. 4. Sycd Kliasim alias Syedali, father’s name 
Syed Hussain, place of residence Toorcagoodem ; is the 
Kun-in-law of the above Jemadar. 

No. 5. Einanm Salfib, fathers name Madar Saib, his 
place of residence is Toorcagoodem, and he is under the 
said Jemadar. 

No. 6. Fakeer Saib, an inhabitant of Toorcagooderft, 
is under the said Jemadar. 

No. 7. Hussain Saib, an inhabitant of Toorcagoodem, 
is the elder brother of Good u Saib ; he is under the said 
Jemadar. 

No. 8. Madar Saib, an inhabitant of Toorcagoodem, 
is the father of Emaum Saib No. 5. His second aon ' 
Khasim Saib went to some other country aboii| ; two 
mouths ago; 

No. 9. Syed Hussain alias Pedda Pakeer Saib, is the 
father of Syed Khasim No. 4 , and inhabitant of Toorca- 
goodem. 

No. 10. Emaum Saib, son of Shaik Hommed Jemadar, 
deceased, is an inhabitant of Ellore. The said Shaik 
Hommed Jemadar is the son of Dauvuljy. 

No. Tl. Madar Saib, younger brother of Emaum Saib, 
No. 10, is the 2d son of Sheik Hommed Jetaddar. 

No. 12. Hyder Khan, is an inhabitant of Seetumma- 
pettah, who for meriy resided at Brqip^ubuuda^ and whence 
he removed his habitation 

No. 19. The name of this man is .not known to me ; 
he was an inhabitont^ o^^^ Kistnapoprum, and came there 
hi|t year. ^ 
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No. 14. The Dame of ibis man is noknown to me, 
biit^ he caane along with the sons of Sheik Hommed 
Jemador. 

No. 15? The name of this man is Ramdoo, caste 
Comma, who came to Kistnapoorum to tend the cattle of 
Emaum Shaw' No, 2, since one year. 

No. ](i. Bhuderkha came from Soounurapotty and 
resided at Toorkapoltem ; since la|^t year setting op a 
a Punjab. 

No. 17. MadarSaib, whose younger sister was given 
in marriage to Bahadurkha, a stranger. No. 1C, came 
to seethe said person from Giingoreddypollcm. 

No. 18. Sheik Hussain came from Chunderlapaud 
to Toorcagoodem during the last monsoon. He carries 
on the cultivation. 

No. 19. Madar, an inliabitant of Toorcagoodem, is 
under Mofaoddeen Saib Jemadar. 

No. 20. Mooshkil, an inliabitant of Kistnapoorum, 
is under Mohoddeeu Saib Jemadar. He is the same man 
that threw the haudkercluef over tlio Moorman near 
Godavary river. 

No. 21. Ganvala Vecrada,^ is a person who lived in 
Moboddeen Saib Jemadar’s house. He performs the 
duties of husbandry works, and he was not accustomed to 
follow them anywhere. 

No. 22. Hussain Khan, an inhabitant of Toorcagoo- 
dem, is under Mohoddeeu Saib Jemadar* 

No/ 23* Hussain Khan whose present residence is 
Kistfiapoor, is pireseut under Mofaoddeen Saib Jemadar, 
but it is not known under which Jemadar he was formerly* 
He is the same person that kept Muogalah Bbaugy. 

* 3q 
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No, 24, 6cK>duSuibf aoiahabitaotof Tooiri^jigoodloni, 
is under Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar. lie isitbe person 
that was behind him at the time when the Moorman was 
killed in the Godarary river. 

MarkofRAHAMOO. 

Given before me this 8th April, 183(), 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON, 
Head Assist, Magt, in Charge* 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON, ^ 
Head Assist, Magt, in Charge. 

(Trae Copy.) 

l\ A. REYNOLDS, Offg. Genl. SupL 


Dated 7th April 183G, corresponding loith Thursday 
the 6tk, decreasing moon of ■. Chaitrum, the yeaf 
Doormtikhe, Deposition given on oath. My name 
Bhaugy, my mothers house name Janapautynar^ 
father^s name Calladoo, caste Barber, religion long 
mark, lives by shaving, aged twenty years, residing 
at Bhroogubunda, 

Q.-— What do you know of the circumstance of Hnssain 
Khan and of his story ? 

A, — About eight years ago, the said Hussain iChaD, a 
Moorman, Uyder Saib, Iloossain Saib, Madar Saib, liis 
son Hoossain, Morah and Yuliy Saib, alias Yuliy Kban, 
came to Bhroogubunda, with tbair women and dkifdreiit 
the villagers were afraid that they were gang rbbbeirs ; 
i was then ten years of age. They halted in a tope, and 
told Bungariab, Ramiah and otliersi the Curhtims Itiie 
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tafd village, that they would settle in that village, and 
built four rjr five bouses; they were altogether about tea 
jiiVauibor; Hyder Saib cultivated with two plbughs,^ but 
conducted it tlirongli his servants. Tbcy remained there 
for four years ; on looking into their conduct, it was at 
first thought that they were robbers and burglars ; but 
by ifegrees it was strongly rumoured that they were men 
who killed people by strangling. While they were living 
at Broognbuuda they used to say that they had relations 
and brothers at Cluilta Annavarani and atGuddunidugoo, 
situated on the other side of the river, and they used to 
g(f thither and visit them, and so two or three men would 
start together from Brooguhiinda, and not return for ten 
or twenty days, or some times a nioiilh. They used to 
drink arrack and toddy, and eat as much meat as they 
required ; under these circumstances the village people 
said that they were Phaseegars. After four years had 
elapsed, the famine happened ; they then said that they 
could not carry on their livelihood there and would go to 
Ellore, and get the said Hussain Khan married ; and 
they all left one night from Broognbunda and wont 
away. As it was a time of famine I was in need of rice 
and went with them, with a view to earn my livelihood by 
working as cooly under them, leaving niy mother and. 
father; they arrived at Ellore where one Shaik Huinmud 
Jemadar had already come ; these men left Broognbunda, 
and arrived at Gunjy Bazar at Ellore; I neither touched 
their pots nor lived with them; I beat and grpund their 
rice and they fed me for four months ; they thus remained 
at Ellore and from thence they went to Soonarpeft ; it 
ia usually called Sanynauraupett ; after they arrived there 
abPut four months, Hossain Khan was married to Madar 
^aib*a daugh^r; at that time the said Hussain Kbau 
co^cnced an illicit connection with me, and ever si^ce 



( 508 ) 


I remained with him ; they remained at Sanyuaaranpetf 
five or sis: months^ and from thence arrived at Kidtna* 
pooram. Of the party who left Broognbunda, Hyder Saib 
and Hnssain Saifc remained at Sanynaarpett ; the remain- 
der^ Hnssain Khan, Madar Saib, and Vully Khan, being 
three in number, took op their abode at Kistnapooram, 
where Becsaubooboo, the daughter of the nude of Hussain 
Khan, her son Khader, Hussain, Mooshkil, his elder 
brother, Eniaum Shaw and Mahooddeen, an old man, had 
already come. Their relations were all living at Tooraca- 
goodom, a distance of throe and half coss from it; when 
they were asked in what country they formerly lived, th5y 
said that they were in the Cuddapah and Karnaol districts. 
It is said that Mohuddeen Sail) alias Etnaum Saib, is Je- 
madar to those at Kistnapooram and Tooracagoodem ; the 
Phaseegars at Tooracagoodem used to come daily to 
Kistnapooram, and those in the latter went to the former 
place, consequently I have seen the Phaseegars at 
Tooracagoodem and know them ; if I see them 1 will 
recognize them all. These men, after the expiration of the 
monsoon, prepare for a journey, and go to procure money, 
and return not for two and three months; previous to 
setting out, the whole body, those at Kistnapooram, 
Eilore, and TooreapoHera, about twenty, would come to 
the house of Mohoddeen Saib, Jemadar, where they 
would remain five or six days, and perform certain cere- 
monies to their gods who are called ** Narsimloo Amma- 
garop,^* as also Misummah ; when they are performing the 
ceremony they put coomcoomah or red stuff and sandal 
on the wall, and keeping three bottles of arrack, colicry 
cblppaloo or epepanuts and dates, and at the same time 
bringing gauraloo and booraloo, or cakes dressed ; when 
worshipping before the wall, beetle leaves wonld be 
a^xed» They kill a number of sheep, aiid thus perform 
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the ceremony; and they will go away at uiglit; they 
never carry their young women along with them ; but one 
or'two old women, who are accustomed to go with them. 
'When they start, if they meet with bad omens, such as the 
breaking of a pot, the sight of a cat, or if they hear the 
mewing of a cat, or the cry of the owl, they never go that 
road, but return home for live or six days ; afterwards 
looking out for good omens, they start ; they seldom kill 
women; they principally bring meii’^s jewels, such as girdles 
and rings, which will be used by them; they chiefly bring 
ready money and not so much property ; they also bring 
good and flue cloths of distant countries, which will be 
used by men and women ; they wear clolli like those of 
Sepoys; their men and women speak Malabar and Canara 
well ; they always converse in llindiistanee themselves, but 
whenever they want to speak secrets among themselves, 
tliey use the Canara or Malabar languages. They used 
to say that their relations were living in the southward at 
a distance of two months* journey, and that they had not 
met since these last ten years ; they never permit the 
Moosulmcn of this country or any one to Imvc access to 
their houses, nor do they go to the bouses of Moosul- 
mans of this district or any one else ; they never contract 
relationship at all with the Moosulmans of this country ; 
they say that they are going out to trade in cloths, but it 
does not appear so; they, the Pbaseegars, likewise talk 
among themselyes, that tbey should not allow the people-— 
barber, washer, and goldsmith castes to join their company 
—and if they do that some calamity will befall them. 1 was 
connected with them about three years ago ; these people, 
with the exception of Hussain Shaw, went on an expedition 
with Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar, and returned in four 
months with the Jemidar, and arrived at miduight ; thejf 
said that they bad been to the western country on the otlier 
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side of Golcondab ; they likewise said that a sam of 
rupees, to the amount of three times twenty, was allotted 
to each share. When Mohoddeen Saib returned he brought 
a certain number of women’s cloths palled cbandracala 
cheeraloo, valued at flve rupees each, and gave them to his 
wife, and the same description of cholies were brought 
which he gave to his wife and daughters ; the other people 
also brought similar cloths and delivered to the people 
in their houses respe^jitiyely. They used to go out in 
gangs now and then, and return in three or four mouths, 
bringing much money gained by killing people, and 
divide it among themselves and spend at a great rate. 
When returning from their journey, some of them wear 
(Sepoy’s) jackets of red broad cloth. They also bring 
tumhalls, pots and weapons, which they use in their 
bouses. Two or three months previous to the Mohurrum 
feast last year, they went to the other side of Golcondah, 
and returned about ten days after the Mohurrum feast ; 
at that time Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar was accompanied 
by about twenty Phaseegars. Hussain Khan, my paramour, 
also proceeded with them, and it was talked that they 
bud shared at the rate of twice twenty rupees to each man. 
Hussain Khan brought a chandracala cheora, or woman’s 
clotbj valued live rupees, for his wife^ and he also gave tWQ 
choUes of the same sort, one to his mother-in-law and one 
to his wife. Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar brought a woman’s 
cloth of the same size, valued ten rupe^, and gave it 
to bis wife; this bad a broad border of silk^read at Uie 
sides as well as the ends ; the remaining people also pre- 
sented one woman’s cloth to each of their wives respective- 
ly ; the rupee^^which come to jiussain Shaw’s share were 
given to his ^ mother and father-in-law. and not to me; 
they used to give me one measure of paddy but nothing 
else ; no jewels were given to me ; the men and women 
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purchase betel leam, which they keep in bags, and are 
contibaali]{ chewing them ; the PIraseegars did not go 
out again between the time they returned after the 
Mohurro/n feast and the time I quitted them and came 
to niy village, AH at once Hossain Khan who kept mo 
appeared to be xtiad and began to beat every one ; and one 
day he made a knot in the comer of a sella cloth, and 
throwing it round my neck twisted it four or five times 
and endeavoured to strangle me. I was already senseless, 
when some of those residing at Toorcapoollem who 
happened to be present as well as Mooshkil and others 
of Kistnapooram, together with Ilossain Khan’s mother 
and father-in-law, came and released mr? ; they gave me a 
Hydrabad rupee, and saying that if I remained he would 
kill me, aud told me to go away. Molioddeen Saib Jemadar 
allowed me at the same time a Cbiiklor, called Paupe- 
gadoo, to accompany me. When sending mo out, tho 
Jemadar sent a message that if any one questioned me 
1 should not reveal the circamstance of the strangling ; 
that I should say that I ran away because they beat me, 
and that I must not tell any of their secrets ; if I remain- 
ed there, I thought he would kill me, and I therefore 
crossed the river and came to Kroogubundali, my native 
village. After my return about twenty days ago Hossain 
Khan came to Broogubuudali for me, and desired liie to 
come along with him; I answered that I would not; he 
then wanted to take me by force ; I told the same to the 
Curnums, wuo sent him away ; when returning again on 
my acconnt, be was apprehended by the Ghautty peons 
atCustalah ; as he bad Hydrabad rupees with him, this 
raised suspicions, and they apprehended him ; from thence 
he was escorted to Broogdbundah by a peon— -they carri- 
ed me too to NursarowpetUdi^ where the Aumei^n took a 
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depositiou from ine, and sent me to Gu&loor, together witli 
Hussain Khan ; wc came accordingly. The swbrd with- 
out a scabbard now before you and produced before me, 
which is said to have been seized bj the Gnntoor Cutwall, 
has been used by Hussain Khan since he returned from 
the last expedition about the time of the Mohurrum feast 
last yeai>-»thi$ sword was not in bis possession before that 
time ; he brought it with him at that time ; the dagger and 
shield which were now ^found with Hussain Khan were 
also brought at that time ; he also brought another dagger, 
but I do not know where it is* 

The Basary, or nose ornament, now produced before yob, 
was worn by Sojab, the wife of Hussain Khan. 

The silk woman’s cloth was brought by Mohaddecn 
Saib Jemadar when he went to llydrabad or thereabouts, 
and was given to his young daughter ; she is married to 
Sydah« 1 have seen her wear it. 

One of these Phaseegars, named old Mobaddeen Saib, 
went away three months before, saying that his son is at 
Nnndala to the southward, and that he would go to see 
him. ' 

Mobaddeen Saib Jemadar's elder brother, called 
Hoonoor Saib, is in the southern country, at a distance of 
two months’ journey, as I heard from them. 

Q.-— Ht&ar the depositions given by yon read over ; is it 
all correct as you mentioned ? 

have heard it,— it is correct. 

Marked by BHAUGY. 

Sworn before me, this 7th 1SS6, 

(Signed) A. S. M ATHESQN, 

HeadAmsU MagU in Ch^rge^ 
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Examination on Oath dated 8iJc April 1836, correspond- 
ing with Friday the decreasing 3footi of Chaitram 

months year phoortnookhy. 

• 

Of — You stale in Iho foregoing^ that you could recog- 
niz<i the Phaseegars ; look at these who are now appre- 
hended and brought before me, and tell to what Jemadar 
they each belong and their names respectively ? 

No. 1 — Mohoddeen Saib, alias* Emain Saib of Toor- 
cagoodcm ; he is called a Jemadar by the Phaseegars. 

A. — No. 2 — Emmaum Saib of Kistnapooram, he is 
elder brother of Moosbkil. 

No. 3 — iChader Hussain of Kistnapooram. 

No. 4 — Sydahof Toorcagoodem, he is son of Hussain, 
No. {). 

No. 5—1 have forgot his name, but he resides at 
Toorcagoodem, and be is of the party under Mohaddeen 
Saib Jeiiiadar. 

No. G— Fakeerah of Toorcagoodem, is under the 
said Jemadar. 

No. 7-— Ifoossain Saib of Toorcagoodem, ho is re- 
lated to all those living there. 

No. 8~Madar Saib of Toorcagoodem, he is father 
to No. 5, whose name I have forgot. He has a second 
son named Khasim, but he is at present absent. 

No. 9 — Hoossain Saib, father to Sydah, No. 4, of 
Toorcagoodem- 

No. 10 — I do not know his name, but he is the elder 
son of the late Sheikh llummud Jemadar^ he resides at 
Ellore. 

No. 11— I do not know his name, but be is younger 
brother of the above No. 10. 

3 s 
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ISfo, 1&--Hyd<ir Saib af Bllttre, who was reeident at 
Broogulmndah aud went from thence. 

No. 13 — Vully Khan ; he was formerly at Brooguban- 
dab, and from thence went to Ellore^ and afterwards came 
to Kistnapooram. 

No. 14 — His name I do not know, or his caste, bat 
be may be of Buljah caste, and was adopted by the late 
Sheikh Hoinmad Jemadar. 

No. 15— His formA name I dont know, but he was 
resident of Peesapand near Bhroogubundah, and was 
carried away by Vivlly Khan, No. 13, when he was going 
out from Bhroognbiindah, and ever since he adopted him 
giving rice atliU house ; he is called Hoossain. 

No. 16 — Hyder Khan of Toorcagoodem, a follower 
of Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar. 

No. 17 — Mudar, ivS son-in4aw of Mohoddeen Saib of 
Kistnapooram by marrying his daughter ; the said IVlohod* 
deen Saib has gone to the southward to see his son ; he 
also belongs to the said J emadar’s gang residing at Kistua- 
pooram. 

No, 18— His name I dont know. Prior to my arrival 
at Kistnapooram, he came and remained under Goodee 
Smb at Toorcapollem ; Goodee adopted him. 

No. 19— Madar Saib, at present residing at Toorca- 
goodem, be was formerly at Bhroogubundah, he is a 
fdllower of Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar. 

No. 20 — M-ooshkil of Kistnapoorkm, a follower of 
Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar. 

No. 21— His name is Veeradoo, caste is not known, 
living in the house of Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar, he eats 
their rice^.Goad^otiDg cnUiVation, dhd never accompanies 
thein. 
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No. 3*2— Hussan Srtib of Toorcagoodeio>^ a ^ 

of Mohoddeeo Saib Jemadar. 

% * 

No. 23— His name is Hoossain of Kistuapooram, a 
follower of Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar, and formerly re<«i 
dent at Bhroogabundah, and when .setting out from tbehoe 
took iae with him. 

Sfo. 2*1— Goodee Saib of Toorcagoodem, a fonower 
of Mohoddeen Saib Jemidar. 

Marked by BHAUGY. 
Sworn before mo, this 8th April 1830, 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON, 

Jlmd Assi^ Magi, in Charge, 
(True Translation,) 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON, 

Head Assl. MagU in Charge, 
(True Copy,) 

P. A. REYNOLDS, 

Offg, Genl. Supt, 


F 1 N I S. 


Pti^ted O. H. JhiftiMun, Bengal AlilUarg Oipkan Prpst, 









